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[music]

INTRODUCTION

This is Books and Ideas, and I’m your host, Dr. Ginger Campbell.  This is the 

companion podcast for my other podcast, the Brain Science Podcast.  On Books 

and Ideas I talk about ideas from the books you wish you had time to read.  We 

talk about science, history, philosophy, science fiction, and everything in 

between.

[music]

Welcome back to Books and Ideas.  This is Episode 13.  Today we are going to 

talk about Harry Potter, and I have a special guest host with me today, Patrick 

Pricken, who I will introduce to you in just a minute.

Now, the way that today’s episode is organized, you can listen to the episode even 

if you haven’t read Book 7 of Harry Potter.  The first two parts of the episode will 

be spoiler-free, and I will have it clearly marked when you should stop listening if 

you haven’t listened to the final book yet.
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As always, you can send me feedback at docartemis@gmail.com.  Also, don’t 

forget that at the new Brain Science Podcast Discussion Forum there is a section 

for the Books and Ideas podcast.  So, if you want to post comments on this 

episode there, just go to brainscienceforum.com.  Finally, you can leave 

comments at the website booksandideas.com.  

This episode is sponsored by Audible.com, so if you’d like to get a free audiobook 

download, just go to booksandideas.com and click on the ad on the right.

So, now it’s time for me to introduce you to my special co-host from Germany, 

Patrick Pricken.

[music]

DISCUSSION

Ginger:  Patrick has been posting a lot of wonderful comments with regards to 

the Brain Science Podcast and Books and Ideas, and he has his own website that 

has reviews of books and movies.  So, I wanted to get him on today’s show to talk 

with me about Harry Potter and the books, including the latest one.  Welcome, 

Patrick.

Patrick:  Thanks for inviting me.

Ginger:  I’m going to apologize to everyone that Patrick is being really a great 

sport, because we did half of this show while I didn’t have ‘Record’ pressed.  

Every podcaster out there has probably done that.  But, thank you for your 

patience, and thank you for being on the show, Patrick.

Patrick:  Oh, no problem.  It’s a pleasure.

Ginger:  Can you tell me a little bit about yourself?
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Patrick:  Well, I’m close to 30 years old.  I’m a student of English-German 

economics at the University of Essen—which is near Düsseldorf in the Rutbeek 

area, near the Dutch border.  Maybe that will help people home in on where I live, 

sort of.

Ginger:  You’re a student of English.  How long have you been speaking English?

Patrick:  I would say about 10 to 12 years.  It must have been the last years in 

school where I really started reading English books, watching English movies, 

and trying to improve my English.

Ginger:  I have to say, when you post on the website I would never guess that 

you weren’t a native English-speaker from your posts.

Patrick:  Thank you.

Ginger:  When did you first start reading Harry Potter?  

Patrick:  A few years ago.  It must have been between the third and the fourth 

books, somewhere when the hype became too much for me to resist.  I thought 

maybe there must be something good in the books, and since I’m a fantasy fan, I 

normally read those books, I just caved in and started reading, and liked them—a 

lot.

Ginger:  And you read in English?

Patrick:  In English, yes.

Ginger:  And so, you were in your 20s when you started reading them?

Patrick:  Yes—middle 20s, early 20s.  As I said, I’m not sure about the timeline 

really—how many years ago it was.
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Ginger:  I’m not that much of a fantasy reader, although I do like sci-fi.  I have to 

admit I’ve never even made it through The Hobbit.  I started reading it in 1998, 

when the second book was out in hard cover.  I saw that Book 2 and Book 1 were 

both at the top of the Best-Seller List, and I thought, well this is curious—a kid’s 

book at the top of the adult best-seller list.  I had to check it out.  And once I had 

read Book 1 I was just hooked.

Patrick:  Yes, they’re great fun.

Ginger:  Especially Book 1 has a certain magic to it that you obviously don’t ever 

get again—the newness; the whole universe.

Patrick:  Yes.  It’s like with all good things, you sometimes go back and go, oh, I 

wish I could read this for the first time again and get hooked again.

Ginger:  Yes.   What do you think makes this series so special?

Patrick:  Well, they’re very inventive, I would say—very creative.  I like how 

Rowling also names her characters.  She’s got a great ear for that.  And the 

themes she uses, I really enjoy them a lot.

Ginger:  Yes, she does come up with some of the greatest names, that’s for sure.  

For me it’s about the characters.  When I read fiction—and I’m not a big fiction 

reader—but when I do read fiction I have to care about the characters.  Otherwise 

I don’t get very far.  

And I also like the fact that each book is different from the previous one.  She 

never gets stuck in a rut.   And I like the fact that the characters really grow.  As 

they are getting older they really grow and change; and she does it in such a 

believable manner.
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Patrick:  Yes.  I composed some notes for this show, and I had a point 

‘fascinating characters’ and then I started listing them.  It’s half a page, just of 

character’s names.  That’s one of the high points of the series.  I agree.

Ginger:  And one of the things we talked about when we were talking and not 

recording, was we talked about how when Harry was 15—I think that was in Book 

5 –

Patrick:  Yes, what a brat he was.  Yes.

Ginger:  Yes, he was just almost unbearable.  I felt like she was channeling a 15-

year-old boy, and I was wondering what was really fuelling her.  It felt like she 

had to have been mad about something in real life.  I’m really curious to know 

what was her real emotional fuel for that book.

Patrick:  Yes.  I remember reading and thinking rationally, wow, this is great 

writing; this is a boy in puberty.  And emotionally I just thought, Harry, shut up!  

Do something good now and listen to your friends.

Ginger:  Yes, because one of the themes of that book was about the importance 

of friendship—which is one of the themes that goes throughout all the books, that 

I really appreciate about the series.  And in fact that’s another thing that we 

talked about, was we talked about – I made a comparison to the television show, 

Buffy, the Vampire Slayer.

Patrick:  Which rocks.

Ginger:  Yes. I agree.  You can say that again.

Patrick:  Buffy rocks!
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Ginger:  Yes!  One of the things I like about Buffy—I don’t really care about the 

vampire slaying and all that stuff—I like the strong female character, and I like 

the fact that the friendship between the people is so integral to the story.  And 

that’s also integral to the story in Harry Potter.  

Patrick:  Yes, really.  Well, also because even though Buffy is a hero, all her 

friends really help.

Ginger:  Right.  It shows no matter how strong you are, you really can’t make it 

without friends.

Patrick:  Right.

Ginger:  And then in Harry Potter we also have the theme that you also can’t 

make it without family; even if that family turns out to be people that aren’t blood 

relatives.

Patrick:  Yes, that’s true.

Ginger:  So, do you have a favorite character in the series?

Patrick:  Well, I guess my favorite character would be Severus Snape—a very 

ambivalent character: sometimes dark and mean, and on the other hand, he 

might have a good heart, he might care.  Maybe he’s a good guy and just 

misunderstood.  I really like that.  And of course his portrayal by Alan Rickman in 

the movies is great, as well.  

Ginger:  My husband always says that I should be Hermione and I resist that, 

because I’d rather be something more athletic.  I see myself as being a Quidditch 

player.  But I think my favorite is probably Harry.  But I have a soft spot in my 

heart for Neville.  
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Patrick:  Yes, he would have been one of mine too.  Neville’s great.  He really 

grew through the series.

Ginger:  Yes.  That’s an example of how the characters grow.  Neville’s a 

wonderful example of that.

Patrick:  You said in Buffy you liked the strong female character, but you don’t 

want to be Hermione.

Ginger:  Well, I didn’t say Hermione wasn’t a strong female character.  She 

certainly is.  I think probably I resist that because perhaps she is a little too much 

like me—more like me than I’d like to admit—in the bookworm sense.

Patrick:  Yes.  That’s usually what I get from friends when I don’t like someone.  

They always say, ‘Well, he’s probably just too similar to you.’  And I say, ‘No, no, I 

don’t like him because he’s crazy,’ or whatever.

Ginger:  In the first movie I was like, the actress Emma Watson, she is so cute, 

and doesn’t look like the way I imagined Hermione at all.  And at first I didn’t like 

the casting, until the line where she says, ‘You could get killed—or worse, 

expelled!’  I can’t deliver it the way she did, but the way she delivered that line, I 

said, ‘She’s got that character nailed.’

Patrick:  That’s a great line, too.  Yes.  

Ginger:  Yes.

Patrick:  What Hogwarts house would you think you’d be in if you sat on the 

chair and got the Sorting Hat?
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Ginger:  Well, I haven’t thought about that very much.  I guess I’ve always 

thought it would be Gryffindor; but maybe Hufflepuff because of the fact that it 

stands for being very loyal (that’s what I’ve read that it stands for).

Patrick:  Yes.  I think Hufflepuff would be my house, as well, because even 

though I fancy myself being smart, in the end I think I’m more the loyal, hard-

working type—not very heroic or anything.  But a good guy, nonetheless.  Or 

Slytherin.

Ginger:  Yes.  Do you think we should get rid of Slytherin?

Patrick:  Yes.  Yes we should.  They’re all just Voldemort supporters and 

meanies and cheaters.  And I don’t know, you probably need them; but I don’t 

like them, anyway.

Ginger:  Yes, I agree with you there.

Patrick:  They’re the guys who are going to be successful later in life.

Ginger:  Yes, they would be the CEOs of big corporations in the future, probably.

Patrick:  Yes.

Ginger:  In the Muggle world.

Patrick:  Yes, right.

Ginger:  So, is there anything else you want to say about the series in general 

before we start talking about Book 7? 

Patrick:  I don’t think so.  If I come upon something I’ll tell you.  How do you 

like Quidditch?  Do you think it’s a great sport?  Do you think it’s exciting?
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Ginger:  It’s better, I think, when you visualize it in your own mind, than the 

movie version.  I don’t know.  It doesn’t sound to me like it would work in real 

life.

Patrick:  Yes.  That’s something I always thought—there’s just this Seeker who 

can win or lose the game, and the rest is sort of unimportant.

Ginger:  Yes.  But it’s a great invention.

Patrick:  Yes, that’s for sure.

[music] 

Ginger:  Did you like Book 7?

Patrick:  Well, overall, yes, I liked it a lot.  I don’t know how much nostalgia 

plays a role in it, because it is the last book of a long stretch and we read for about  

a decade or so with these characters.  But, yes, I liked it.  And you?

Ginger:  Yes.  Did you feel satisfied when you got to the end?

Patrick:  In a way.  But not completely, I must admit.

Ginger:  OK.  We’ll get into that in a little bit more detail later when we get to 

our spoilers-allowed section.  First I’m going to back up and put in the question I 

left out, which was, which was your favorite book of all of them?

Patrick:  I would say probably Book 4, because up until then each book, I felt, 

was another step upward in Rowling’s writing ability.  She became better and 

better.  And this was sort of the climax she reached.  And it’s also a really good 

book, and really exciting at the end—Voldemort appears. 
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Ginger:  Did you have one you didn’t like?

Patrick:  My least favorite book would probably be Book 6—even though I still 

liked it somewhat.  But I found parts of it really unnecessary filling, and boring.  

How about you?

Ginger:  Well, I don’t really have a favorite.  I guess I am most fond of Book 1, 

because it has a certain magic to it.  And I also agree with you about Book 4.  I 

think that’s Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Patrick:  Yes, it is.

Ginger:  The second time, when I listened to it on audio, I actually went out and 

drove around in my car just to listen to it.  So, I guess that tells you something.  

Least favorite—I guess I would put it a toss-up between 5 and 6, because 5 was 

the one where he was just such an unbearable adolescent.  Of course, you’ve got 

to realize, I was in my 40s for most of these books.

Patrick:  You thought you’d left it behind!

Ginger:  No, I just thought she just captured growing up really, really well.  So, 

in Book 7, the few things that I thought we’d talk about before we take a break—

so those that haven’t read the book can turn their computers or iPods off—one of 

the things I like about the last book is the fact that every character, just about, 

reappears, and they get to play a role in the final show-down against Voldemort.

Patrick:  Yes.  That’s something I noted on.  It seems as if Rowling has a huge 

list of small things she adds.  The characters all appear.  There are some other 

details referring to earlier books, where you read them and just, ‘Oh yes, that was 

when; and…’  It’s really great.

Ginger:  Yes, it makes you want to go back and reread them.
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Patrick:  Yes.

Ginger:  Now, some people said that they found the first two-thirds of the book a  

little bit slow-going.  But my opinion is that she needed that period in the first 

half to two-thirds of the book to really set up the last part of the book.  What do 

you think?

Patrick:  Well, they were slow-going, but I didn’t mind that so much.  But there 

are not a lot of important things going on.  I think it’s good for the movie version, 

because a lot of things can be just cut out.  But I just felt that some things were 

unnecessary and didn’t really move the story forward. 

Ginger:  Yes.  And I guess at this stage it would be impossible for her to write 

without having some thoughts of the movies in the back of her head—even if she 

tried not to.  I don’t think you could really put that completely out of your mind.

Patrick:  Yes.  Well, I think in a way J.K. Rowling maybe thought she’d stretch 

the book to another school year somehow.  I think that’s part of my 

dissatisfaction with the first two-thirds, because there’s a lot of nothing 

happening.  I’ve got the timeline from Wikipedia here on my computer, and it’s 

really, September something happens, and then Christmas, and then January, 

and then it’s May.  And so, in between there’s not much going on.

Ginger:  Yes.  So, there’s—and again, remember, we’re not to the spoilers-

allowed part yet—but there is a surprise at the end, which I found really 

satisfying.  Did you find it satisfying?

Patrick:  Well, you would have to spoil the surprise from me, because  –

Ginger:  OK, so, you can’t say – OK.  So, I’ll come back to that question when we 

get to the next section, OK?
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Patrick:  OK.

Ginger:  OK.  We’re going to take a break.  And so, if you haven’t read the book 

yet you should stop listening, because the next section of this podcast is going to 

have spoilers.

[music]

Ginger:  Welcome back to Books and Ideas.  I’m here with my special co-host, 

Patrick Pricken, and we are getting ready to talk about the seventh book of Harry 

Potter.  So, if you haven’t read it yet, you don’t want to be listening.

Patrick:  Shut off now!

Ginger:  Shut off now!  (Yes.  Two warnings—they can’t complain.)

I guess this is a little corny, but the first thing I wanted to do was just talk about 

the characters that died in the book—just to remember them.  Because they feel 

like real people, even though they aren’t.

Let’s see.  It starts with, I guess, Hedwig, and Dobby, and Mad-Eye Moody, and 

then at the end, unfortunately several characters die.  We lose Fred Weasely and 

Tonks and Lupin.  Can you think of anybody I’m leaving out?

Patrick:  Well, I don’t know if you count Snape to the good guys, but he did die... 

Ginger:  OK.  Since we’re in the spoiler, you can.  Yes, I had left him out.  I guess 

I shouldn’t.  Was there any one particular character that died that you felt 

particularly affected by their death?  I know guys don’t cry when they’re reading 

books, but –

Patrick:  Well, I’ve cried a lot about books.
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Ginger:  Oh, OK.

Patrick:  I must say, from reading it would have been probably Dobby, because 

his death scene was the longest one.  But I’m most sorry about Severus Snape—

obviously, being my favorite character—that we lost him.

Ginger:  Well, that makes sense.  For me it was Dobby.  And it I found that kind 

of surprising because I didn’t really care that much for him.  But I felt strangely 

sad when he died.  It sort of reminds me—another Buffy allusion here—it 

reminds me of when Tara was killed.  I had just finally gotten to where I was 

liking her after a long period of really not caring for her much.  And then when 

she died that was very upsetting.

Patrick:  It was also a very out-of-left-field kind of death, because Mad-eye 

Moody, you would expect some people to die during the battle.  And then Dobby, 

you think, well, he’s the elf  so what’s going to happen to him?  And, bang!

Ginger:  Yes.  And I just knew that a Weasley had to die.  To be honest, I thought 

that it was going to be Arthur, but that was just because he had so many close 

calls in the earlier books.

Patrick:  Yes.  I think he was supposed to die in Book 5, but J.K. Rowling 

couldn’t go through with it, so she let him survive.  That’s what I read, at least.

Ginger:  That feels like it could be true.  Yes.  So, before the book came out did 

you  think there was any chance that Harry was going to die?

Patrick:  Well, to be honest, yes.  After Book 6 I was pretty sure that Snape 

would turn out to be a good guy, and that Harry would be the last Horcrux, and 

he would die, as well.
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Ginger:  Oh, so you saw that coming.  I didn’t see that Harry being the Horcrux 

coming.  I didn’t see that coming at all.  So, I didn’t think Harry would die, for 

two reasons.  One is that I thought that it would violate a basic rule of hero story-

telling, to kill the hero.  And then, on a more cynical level, I kind of thought, well, 

you know, if she kills Harry she’s never going to sell another book.  

Patrick:  Probably true.  Yes.

Ginger:  And it also would have killed the movies and everything.  Nobody’s 

going to read a bunch of books when they know at the end the good guy dies.  But 

I didn’t think that would affect her writing if that’s what she really felt had to 

happen.  But I didn’t think he was going to die.

My question was I couldn’t figure out Snape.  She always gave us, as you said 

before, so many ambivalent signals.  He seemed so evil, yet Dumbledore trusted 

him.  And that was a big issue that Harry struggles with throughout this book, 

was the whole question of, well Dumbledore trusted him, should I trust him?  

And at one point it looked like he was going to quit trusting his friends—which to 

me seemed related to that whole concept of whether or not it would be 

worthwhile to trust, even if it meant taking a chance.  It seemed like that was part 

of what Dumbledor was trying to teach him.

Patrick:  Yes, that’s probably true.  But Snape was just an ambivalent character 

that I thought, when in Book 6 Rowling really leaned on the ‘he’s an evil guy’ 

position, I was sure, ah, OK, so this is just a misdirection of Harry.  He’s going to 

turn out good.  

Ginger:  Right.

Patrick:  Probably, also from Buffy. 
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Ginger:  Yes.  Sort of like Spike.  

Patrick:  Yes.

Ginger:  Although not exactly.  It really put him in the dilemma, though, that I 

thought was a very powerful dilemma—not only with regards to trusting 

Dumbledore and all the – I mean that’s the reason why I think the first part of the 

book, even though nothing happens, everything is happening, really, inside Harry

—about how he feels about Dumbledore, and is really growing into being an adult  

in terms of understanding that every adult has their flaws, and no one’s going to 

save you –

Patrick:  A thing I really liked was there’s this Kreature, a house elf, who’s really 

mean, and they sort of redeem him by being friendly to him.  And on the other 

hand—I think it’s in Book 5—when Harry enters Snape’s memories, and he sees 

his father being not very nice to Snape.  Those are things I really liked, where they  

show, well, even the bad character has some good sides and the good character 

isn’t just always good and perfect, but he may have some bad sides as well.

Ginger:  I think you’re right.  And probably one of the things that makes this 

something you can reread is the depth of the characters.  Nobody really is black 

and white.  I hate black and white characters.  They’re just not believable.  And 

that’s another thing I wanted to say, was that she never betrays the characters.  I 

don’t know what German television is like, but in the United States –

Patrick:  Be glad you don’t know.

Ginger:  But we have bad TV too.  And one of the things that happens in bad TV 

is when the writers betray the characters—when they have the character do 

something that you know the character wouldn’t do.  And I don’t think she ever 

does that.  (That’s one reason why I’m a big Joss Whedon fan, is he never betrays 

his characters either.)  
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Patrick:  Yes.  And you’re right:  All the characters you can sort of see, well, I 

think that’s what he’s going to do, and they act in the way you expect them to.  It’s 

really great.

Ginger:  But you can still have surprises.

Patrick:  Yes, sure.

Ginger:  I was totally surprised by the fact that Snape’s story was that he had 

always been in love with Lily.  

Patrick:  I didn’t expect that either.

Ginger:  I thought that was a great surprise.  

Patrick:  Yes.

Ginger:  And it made so much that went before make sense. 

Patrick:  And I think it really made Snape into a tragic figure, because he lost his 

love and still pined for her.  And he sort of caused her death.

Ginger:  But it really brought things together.  Once you knew that – And Harry 

obviously got the point instantly, that that was why Dumbledore knew he could 

trust him—period.  No question.  So, that was really special.

So, do you think there are any loose ends in the book?  Does she leave any loose 

ends?

Patrick:  Well, the one thing I’m reading everywhere that Bellatrix Lestrange 

died in her duel with Mrs. Weasley—which was a great scene.  And I’m not sure 
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whether that’s really true.  But other than that, I don’t think there are any loose 

ends, really.  Do you?

Ginger:  Well, believe it or not, my tennis pro pointed one out to me.  And that’s, 

what happened to Kreature?

Patrick:  Hmm.  He did lead the charge of house elves in Hogwarts.  That I 

remember.

Ginger:  OK.  But I don’t – Well, I’m going to have to reread it.  I don’t think I 

know what happened to Kreature.  But then I didn’t remember the issue of 

Bellatrix Lestrange.  I remember the great line that Mrs. Weasley has.  

Patrick:  Yes.  Well, the Epilogue, of course, doesn’t tell you a lot about any 

character, really.  So, there are some loose ends.  Seventeen years later you don’t 

know what happened to them.  

Ginger:  Yes.  But that’s not what I meant.  What I meant was, within the main 

story.  Yes, I thought the Epilogue was – well, some people think the Epilogue is 

just her way of saying I really am done.  But I don’t know, I just thought it was 

just kind of a nice touch at the end to think of Hogwarts continuing, because that 

was kind of up in the air.  If she was ever guilty of anything that was a little bit 

schmaltzy, it might have been the end.  But I enjoyed it.

Patrick:  Yes.  Well, I thought it was a little bit too schmaltzy.  Even though – 

well, if I think it’s the next generation of Hogwarts pupils, I can sort of respect 

that.  But I didn’t like the Epilogue a lot.  Perhaps also because Harry didn’t die.  

Because when I was reading him going to his death—what seemed like going to 

his death—that’s a scene where I really had tears in my eyes.  And I sort of felt 

cheated out of my crying later on.
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Ginger:  Oh, I hadn’t thought about that.  Well, the bad thing for me was I knew 

he didn’t die for two reasons:  1)  I didn’t think he was going to, and 2) the first 

thing I did when I got the book was look to see how many pages were in it (not 

trying to read the end; I’m not one of these read-the-last-page-of-a-book people) 

and because Harry’s name appears on Page 759, I knew before I started that he 

wasn’t going to die.  But I didn’t feel spoiled, because I didn’t think he was.  But, 

still.  So, that meant when I got to that scene, I knew.  So, I don’t know how I 

would have reacted to that part if I hadn’t.

Patrick:  What happened to me was I was sitting in a café reading the book, and 

the waitress came up to me and asked me – well, she wasn’t very interested in the 

books, but she wanted to know how they ended, and if it was true that they all 

had kids.  I said, well I’m in the middle of it.  I don’t know yet.  But that was, of 

course, sort of a spoiler too.  But I don’t think that’s really a big spoiler, because 

you don’t know why or how it turns out, in a way.  So, you can still read all the 

proceedings, even though you know whether he’ll survive or not.

Ginger:  Yes.  It certainly didn’t in any way, for me, take anything away from the 

book.  I’m actually looking forward to reading it again—or at least listening to it 

on audio with the great Jim Dale.  He’s the one that does the English audiobooks.  

You said earlier you’d written to somebody else who reads it in German, and 

they’re really good, too.

Patrick:  Yes, it’s an actor called Rufus Beck, and they’re really, really great 

audiobooks.  In fact, I didn’t really think about rereading Book 7—perhaps as part  

of reading the whole series again—but I guess I would listen to the audio version, 

just for listening to Rufus Beck doing it.  It’s really great.

Ginger:  Since I’m the kind of person who tends to read overly fast, I think one 

of the things I get out of the audio is I get some of the details that I might have a 

tendency to skim through when I was reading.  

Copyright Virginia Campbell, MD 2007

http://www.jim-dale.com/
http://www.jim-dale.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_Beck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_Beck


19

Patrick:  Do you sometimes regret that?  Because I know I’m a fast reader.  I 

sometimes regret not being able to sit down and really enjoy sentence for 

sentence.

Ginger:  I don’t second-guess it.  I just recently started trying to read a famous 

old book called Moby Dick.  

Patrick:  “Call me Ishmael.”

Ginger:  Yes.  I’ve decided that I’m going to read it out loud.

Patrick:  Oh!

Ginger:  So that I won’t do that—to slow myself down.

Patrick:  And how’s that working?

Ginger:  Well, I’ve only read two chapters, so I don’t know yet.  It’s supposed to 

be good for your frontal lobe to read aloud.  I don’t know if that’s true.  I just got 

done interviewing Elkhonon Goldberg for the next Brain Science Podcast1 and I 

forgot –

Patrick:  I’m looking forward to that.

Ginger:  I forgot to ask him whether that was true.

Patrick:  But you didn’t forget to record.

Ginger:  No.  It’ll come out next week on schedule.

Patrick:  Cool.
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Ginger:  Well, Patrick, I really appreciate your coming on the podcast.  Maybe 

we can do this again someday—and maybe not have to record parts of it twice.

Patrick:  Well, it was OK.  It was great fun doing this.

Ginger:  Yes.  Bye.

Patrick:  Bye.

[music]

I hope you enjoyed today’s episode.  I really enjoyed having Patrick on the show.  

It was fun having a co-host.  And I didn’t give him a chance to give the web 

address of his blog, which contains movie reviews and book reviews.  I will put 

that in the Show Notes.  I hope you will visit Patrick’s website and drop him a 

note and let him know that you heard him on the podcast.  To get to Patrick’s 

website, just go to booksandideas.com and click on the link that I will have in the 

Show Notes.  

While you’re there, be sure to click on the audible.com ad so that you can get your 

free audiobook download, if you haven’t done that yet.  You can send me email at 

docartemis@gmail.com.  I’m hoping that there will be further discussion of this 

episode on the Brain Science Podcast Discussion Forum, which you can find at 

brainscienceforum.com.  

There’s a section at the bottom of the Forum for Books and Ideas, so I hope that 

you will go to the Forum and tell us what you think about the podcast, and about 

Harry Potter.  Maybe tell us who you think your favorite character is, or the 

character you least like.  And were you surprised with how the book ended?  Any 

and all Harry Potter fans are welcome to send me feedback.
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Also, it sounds like Patrick and I share a passion for Joss Whedon’s work.  So if 

there are any Joss Whedon fans out there who would like to hear more about 

either Buffy, the Vampire Slayer, or, the Firefly,  Serenity series, drop me or 

Patrick a line.  Maybe we can do another show2 on that.

The next episode of Books and Ideas will probably be out in about a month.  I’m 

going to be going to Dragon*Con, which is the biggest science fiction convention 

in the United States, which is held in Atlanta, Georgia the first weekend in 

September.  So, if any of you are going to be at Dragon*Con, please drop me a 

line at docartemis@gmail.com and maybe we can track each other down in 

Atlanta.

I appreciate your listening and sending me your feedback.  I’ll talk to you soon.

[music]

Books and Ideas is released under a Creative Commons 2.5 No-Derivatives 

Attribution license.

[music]

Transcribed by Lori Wolfson

All errors or omissions responsibility of the transcriber 
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