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AFRICAN CONSENSUS VISION

African Consensus is a fresh economic paradigm for 

sustainable development built on practical experiences 

across the African continent together with shared 

experiences from other regions facing similar challenges. 

It merges the pioneering efforts of civil society in such 

areas as renewable energy, community finance and 

empowerment, organic agriculture and water resource 

management, environmental and endangered species 

protection coupled with the pragmatic experiences of 

business and finance required to scale these efforts into 

viable economic models. Seeking a pragmatic path for 

development, it emphasizes the importance of heritage, 

cultural and identity protection with the need for economic 

advancement. 

African Consensus Forum will be an annual event chaired 

by H.E Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, The President of The United 

Republic of Tanzania to convene multi-stakeholders from 

civil society, government, business and finance. It will 

outline major challenges of development and present a 

constellation of concrete experiences, drawing a pathway 

of pragmatic solutions that are economically viable and 

scalable. The annual meeting will initially be held in Dar Es 

Salaam with plans for breakout meetings alternating in the 

five regional zones during the year. 

African Consensus Crisis Prevention Center is an 

anticipated outcome of the Africa Consensus Forum viewing 

crisis of violence often arising over allocation of resources 

and resource benefits. African Consensus Forum will seek 

to anticipate crisis situations and offer a second track 

dialogue process toward economic solutions to prevent 

crisis. The Center’s work will be hosted by the Secretariat. 

It should coordinate efforts with those ongoing in the Africa 

Union and other initiatives active on the continent. 1

H.E Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, 
The President of The United Republic of Tanzania
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AFRICAN CONSENSUS 
EVOLUTION BRIEF HISTORY

The African Consensus concept emerged during 

the 2011 World Social Forum held in Dakar, 

Senegal. Drafting of the African Consensus 

Resolution was undertaken by NGO leaders 

working throughout the event, with the key 

spokespersons being the  West African celebrity 

rapper Didier Awadi, and Alioune Tine who 

has been a peace mediator in both Darfur and 

Cote Ivory. Leaders of the African branch of the 

World Social Forum were also deeply involved 

in the process. 2

Laurence Brahm (International Lawyer, 

Economist and Founder of the Himalayan 

Consensus) was invited by these activists to help 

articulate the concepts and draft the original 

African Consensus Declaration that was tabled 

before the African Commission on Human and 

People’s Rights NGO Forum two months later. 

The African Consensus Declaration that was 

adopted by African Commission for Human and 

People’s Rights NGO Forum in Gambia, in April 

2011. 3

Later, the African Economic Commission 

picked-up on the ideas in the declaration and 

held a drafting session in October 2011 to draft 

the “African Consensus Statement to Rio+20”. It 

was presented at Rio+20 during the conference 

summer 2012, incorporating the vision into the 

ideas of inclusive sustainability promoted by the 

UN system.

The two documents – “African Consensus 

Declaration” and the “African Consensus 

Statement to Rio+20” 4 – help to construct the 

economic paradigm by building the body of 

internationally recognized documentation.

In summer 2014, the African Consensus Team, 

Laurence Brahm (Executive Director of the 

African Consensus Institute) and John Masuka 

(Chairman of the African Consensus Forum) 

met H.E Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, the President 

of the United Republic of Tanzania in Dodoma, 

Tanzania to discuss how the idea could be 

further articulated and incorporated into 

development initiatives. 

Clearly, it came out that African Consensus 

Forum is an extension of the Helsinki 

Process 5, with a special caveat from the 

realm of governance to economics. H.E 

Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, The President of The 

United Republic of Tanzania was one of the 

original conveners of the Helsinki Process, 

in his previous role as Tanzania’s Foreign 

Minister. The Helsinki Process called for 

multi-stakeholder participation in resolving 

political and leadership challenges. It is from 

that perspective the African Consensus Forum 

is convened as a multi-stakeholder process 

between civil society, business-finance and 

government. 

From its inclusive nature and need to 

complement other initiatives with similar 

objectives, the African Consensus Forum is 

working with other stakeholders namely: 

The Uongozi Institute,6 which is a leadership 

organization that is an outcome of the original 

Helsinki Process, and the University of Dar 

es Salaam, with a pool of expertise and 

experiences to complement the practical and 

hands-on experience from stakeholders in the 

field. 

Over time the notion that Africa must have its 

own unique economic development paradigm 

guided by pragmatism and sustainability has 

been building up. The view has increasingly 

shifted from the NGO and civil society networks 
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A FRESH ECONOMIC 
PARADIGM

CORE THEMES AND 
PRINCIPLES

African Consensus is a fresh economic 

paradigm articulating three core principles: 

1  Protect ethnic diversity, indigenous identity, 

endangered species and environment 

2  Through community empowerment involving 

local financing for sustainable and socially-

responsible businesses 

3  Prioritizing environmental protection and 

community advancement

African Consensus has three core rights: 

1  The right to ethnic diversity 

2  The right to culturally sustainable 

development 

3  The right to water, food security and the 

protection of our natural environment

African Consensus can be a framework for 

preventing violence and terrorism, which 

are often rooted in both economic and social 

marginalization of people from different identity 

groups. 

African Consensus will be built upon the 

pan-African visions articulated by Mwalimu 

Julius K Nyerere and Kwame Nkrumah 9, P.C, 

carrying them into the current global context 

and need for a fresh economic paradigm and 

new financial architecture for the developing 

word as we face the challenges of climate 

change and diminishing resources. It will adopt 

the multi-stakeholder approach of the Helsinki 

Process as convened by Tanzania’s President 

Jakaya Kikwete and Finland’s former President 

and Nobel Peace Laureate Martti Oiva Kalevi 

Ahtisaari, extending the Helsinki Process from 

politics and governance into the realms of 

economics, business and finance.

to the mainstream. Books such as “African 

Consensus” by Ludger Kühnhardt, published 

by the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington 

D.C. and articles by Kwame Marfo in Neo 

African consensus 7 and “Towards a just and 

suistanable world” by CIDSE further attest to 

a global paradigm shift in the development 

narrative. 8

Julius K Nyerere

Kwame Nkrumah 
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FOUNDATION DOCUMENTS

FOOTNOTES

African Consensus is established as an 

economic paradigm based on two documents:

1  “The African Consensus Declaration” 

adopted by the African Commission on 

Human and People’s Rights NGO Forum 

convened in Banjul, Gambia, April 2011;

2  “The African Consensus Statement to 
Rio+20” submitted by the Economic 
Commission on Africa jointly with the 
African Union, African Development Bank, 
UN ECOSOC, UNDEP and UNEP to the 
Rio+20 conference in Brazil, July 2012.

Starting from the basis of these two documents 

African Consensus is an evolving economic 

1 Power, conflict and consensus building in Africa, Ideology Revisited written by Browne 

Onuoha

2 World Social Forum (Dakar, Senegal, January 2011) African Consensus Resolution, 

Himalayan Consensus Institute – Archive www.himalayanconsensus.org

3 African Commission on Human Rights – Archive  www.achpr.org

4 Economic Commission For Africa (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 20-25 October 2011), The 

Africa Regional Preparatory Conference for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development  (Rio+20),  Archive – www.uncsd2012.org/  

5 Helsinki process on Globalization (January 27, 2005),  Archive – helsinkiprocess.com

6 African Leadership for Sustainable Development, Archive – www.finland.or.tz

7 Neo African Consensus article “Dear God Why are we so poor” written and published by 

Kwame Marfo, Archive – neoafricanconsensus.wordpress.com 

8 Towards an Alternative Development Paradigm, J Soc Sci, 21(1): 39-48 (2009), Eungu 

State University of Science and Technology, Enugu, Nigeria. Archive – www.krepublishers.

com

9 J.K Nyerere, Nationalism and Pan Africanism, {2011-03-17, Issue 521},  

Archive – www.pambazuka.net/en/category/features/71793

paradigm to be built upon during future African 

Consensus Forum meetings where multi-

stakeholders in the African continent: civil 

society, business, finance, and government will 

convene each year with regional break-out 

meetings throughout each year to articulate 

the aspirations and pathways to African 

development based on pragmatism and 

experiences shared between stakeholders.

The African Consensus Forum “Green-print” 

will be the annual outcome document of 

each African Consensus Forum to serve as 

a green growth blueprint of development 

and a continuing reference of best practices 

articulated by the stakeholders each year. 
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AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM

African consensus inception forum, will be 

convened by H.E. Jakaya Kikwete, President of 

the United Republic of Tanzania, at State House, 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

African consensus inception forum will be a 

full one-day event involving specially invited 

participants whose opinions we greatly 

respect. Each will be asked to contribute in 

articulating the African Consensus as a fresh 

development paradigm built on pragmatism and 

sustainability. 

Participants will represent a cross-

section of stakeholders from civil society, 

business-finance, and government. The 

spirit of African Consensus is to embrace 

diverse views and draw upon practical 

experience in seeking a fresh pathway for 

Africa’s development that can be shared 

with other regions of the world. The 

open exchange and integration of actual 

experience in articulating a balanced path 

toward sustainable development is core to 

the African Consensus Forum.

The agenda is set forth on the following 

pages.

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME

DAR-ES-SALAAM

9
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AFRICAN CONSENSUS INCEPTION FORUM AGENDA

Time Item Chair & 
panelists 

08:30 - 09:00 Registration of participants

OPENING SESSION 

09:00 - 10:30
Opening speeches on behalf of African Consensus by H.E Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete, The President of The United Republic of Tanzania 
(Confirmed) Followed by other keynote speakers.

10:30 - 11:00 Group photo and coffee break

Session 1 Sustainable Strategies for Climate Change, Agriculture and Water Security

11:00 - 11:45
Practical Solutions for Renewable, Efficient and De-centralised 
Energy combined with Agricultural Empowerment and Rational 
Management of Water Resources  

11:45 - 12:00 Q&A / statements from the floor All 
participants 

Session 2 The New Global Financial Architecture: South - South

12:00 - 12:45

As the post-Bretton Woods era comes to an end, a new financial 
architecture is emerging with the BRICS at its core that provides 
more relevant experience for the developing world than old models 
that have had their time. 

12:45 - 13:00 Q&A / statements from the floor All 
participants

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch break / Keynote speech by tbc

Session 3 Community Empowerment and Inclusive Finance

14:30 - 15:15

Cultural integrity depends on sustainable economics: financial 
empowerment of communities enables people to have the right to 
run their own business. Inclusive finance can achieve long-term 
people empowerment that makes a difference. 

Specific topics and speakers to be identified

15:15 - 15:30 Q&A / statements from the floor All 
participants



11

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME

DAR-ES-SALAAM

Session 4 Conflict Prevention and Resources

15:30 - 16:15

African Consensus recognises that conflict does not arise from 
religion or ethnicity alone. In Africa, multi-ethnic groups have lived 
in harmony for millennia. The question is resource extrapolation 
and an equitable sharing of the benefits, together with the challenge 
of climate change impacting water and food resources. 

16:15 - 16:30 Q&A / statements from the floor All 
participants

16:30 - 17:00 Tea break

Session 5 Africa - The Continent of Creative Solutions

17:00 - 17:40 

Panel discussion 

In this final session, there will be 4 panelists representing each 
session to summarise the outcomes from each panel and articulate a 
pathway for the future African Consensus development paradigm. 

17:40 - 18:00 Statement of the Vision for an African Consensus 

END OF FORUM 
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AFRICAN CONSENSUS DECLARATION AT GAMBIA
– FRENCH

Le Forum des ONG de participation à la 49ème 

session de la Commission africaine des droits 

de l’Homme et des Peuples considère que

Au regard du besoin d’un nouveau cadre 

économique et financier et du fait que le 

Consensus africain n’est établi ni sur un modèle, 

ni sur une théorie économique, qu’il s’agit de 

procéder à un examen intéressé du savoir faire 

local et des bonnes pratiques qui ont fourni 

des réponses opérationnelles à des défis de 

développement  en Afrique.

Considérant que le Consensus africain est basé 

sur la préservation de la diversité, le droit à un 

développement culturel durable et le droit à 

l’eau ;

Considérant les précédentes résolutions de la 

Commission africaine des droits de l’Homme et 

des Peuples en matières de droits économiques, 

culturels et sociaux et les travaux de son 

Groupe de travail ainsi que sur le droit des 

Peuples autochtones;

Reconnaissant, le Consensus africain comme 

un paradigme de développement économique 

reposant sur trois principes de base:

1  Préserver la diversité des peuples dans un 

cadre national et l’identité locale, la culture, 

les traditions et l’héritage du passé africain;

2  Construire ses propres plateformes pour un 

développement économique durable;

3  Travailler en faveur d’une amélioration 

effective des besoins basiques dont 

l’éducation et la santé tout en privilégiant la 

protection de la nature.

En adéquation avec les principes du droit 

internationale et régional sur les droits 

économiques, sociaux et culturels et sur le 

droit au Développement, de même que celui des 

Peuples, le Forum de participation des ONG, 

soutien le principe de l’initiative du Consensus 

africain dans les termes de la présente 

déclaration.

Fait à Banjul, le 27 avril  2011

Forum de participation des ONG à la Commission africaine des droits de l’Homme et des Peuples 

Déclaration de sur le Consensus africain
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As presented to and adopted as a declaration on 27 April 2011, by the African Commission on 

Human and People’s Rights NGO Forum in Banjul, Gambia 

Preamble: The African Inspiration

We need a fresh economic and financial 

framework. for our planet to survive current 

man made crises, arising from over-distorted 

emphasis on blind consumerism and resource 

misuse. Despite tremendous strides forward, 

the past 20 years of so-called global prosperity 

has still left more than 40 percent of the world’s 

population living in poverty and one sixth of our 

planet living in extreme poverty. This pattern of 

development has created greater gaps between 

rich and poor. This economic imbalance is 

caused by distortions in our global trading and 

financial system, re-enforced by international 

financial institutions, which often represent 

narrow entrenched interests. Positive change 

will only occur by lifting more people out from 

poverty and narrowing gaps between those 

who have and those who don’t. The answers 

will not come from grand theoretic models for 

development, but rather from local economic 

solutions based on actual conditions.

The continent of Africa possesses some of the 

richest ethnic and bio-diversity remaining 

on our planet. Yet both exist in precarious 

danger of imminent destruction, juxtaposed 

against economic models driven by globalized 

industrialization and consumption-driven 

growth, leading to wreckless resource 

extrapolation, impairing our environment. 

However, all across Africa these challenges 

are being met head-on by a diverse group of 

regional leaders, within both government and 

NGOs, people’s and social action movements, 

together with individual activists and social 

entrepreneurs. Each in their own way, are 

pioneering far reaching solutions to sustainable 

economics. These efforts include: micro-

finance and micro-business, social and village 

entrepreneurship, localized health care and 

education,  cultural heritage and environmental 

protection. 

Across Africa creative approaches are arising 

at the grass roots to protect and assure both 

cultural and environmental sustainability. These 

efforts collectively are forging the basis of sound 

economic paradigms that can protect ethnicity, 

while fostering the healthy evolution of culture. 

These organic programs make Africa shine as 

an inspiring symbol of local responses to global 

predicament. Collectively these diversified 

approaches have become the African Consensus.

Article I

Three principles of the African Consensus 

The African Consensus is not established on 

any one model or economic theory. Rather it is 

drawn from collective experiences across the 

continent where local knowledge has proved 

successful in creating pragmatic solutions to 

development challenges.

The African Consensus presents a fresh 

economic development paradigm built upon 

three core principles:

1  Preserving ethnic diversity and indigenous 

identity, culture, traditions and heritage.

2  Through building self-sustainable economic 

platforms and business models based on 

local realities to alleviate poverty through 

AFRICAN CONSENSUS DECLARATION AT GAMBIA 
– ENGLISH
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self-empowering skill transfer.

3  That in turn are socially responsible and 

seek to improve basic human needs such 

as education, and medical care, while 

prioritizing environmental protection.

In developing countries (and even in highly 

developed countries) ethnic and socially 

marginalized groups require the tools of 

empowerment to achieve their sustainable 

and equitable development. As an economic 

paradigm, African Consensus calls for 

pragmatic economic, financial and educational 

approaches to give them these tools. 

Article II

African Consensus Fundamental Development 

Rights

The African Consensus seeks to protect three 

fundamental development rights.

• The Right to Ethnic Diversity and Local 

Identity

Ethnic diversity is the richness of humanity. The 

preservation of each ethnic group’s culture, heritage 

and identity, is an inalienable human right. We must 

without equivocation uphold this right. 

Each ethnic group has the right to its own 

individual and local identity and the self-

determination of that identity. They know 

how best to evolve their own culture, heritage 

and ethnicity. Such identification with a 

collective group is as important as its economic 

growth. Both are needed equally. The quality 

of life cannot always be measured by the 

quantification of material ends alone. It follows 

therefore that levels of industrial output and 

consumption are insufficient in themselves as 

the measure of a people’s happiness. When a 

people’s identity is assaulted they may in a state 

of duress turn toward extremism.

• The Right to Cultural Sustainable 

Development

All culture and heritage requires an economic 

base upon which to flourish. Without an 

economic base ethnic identity can easily be lost. 

Ethnic diversity can be preserved and protected 

through rational economic platforms, based on 

local and indigenous needs. Likewise, cultural 

sustainability cannot be achieved without 

sustainable economic growth. To achieve 

rational economic platforms improvements 

in education, medical and vocational skills 

are prerequisite. Self-sustainability can be 

facilitated with micro-financing and vocational 

skills to permit local people to establish their 

own enterprises in a manner consistent with 

their traditional economic, political and social 

structures.

•  The Right to Give Our Children Water

Climate change threatens water supplies to all 

life forms. Increasing desertification has made 

this problem particularly acute across Africa. 

Historically, many civilizations fell, not due 

to stock price fluctuations, but lack of water. 

Water security will effect industry and financial 

markets, in turn social stability, and even wars. 
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If we cannot save our environment, our planet 

will be destroyed, and our children will be left 

with nothing.  We can give our children money 

to spend. But can we give our children water to 

drink? Our children have the right to drink water.

Article III

African Consensus as a Framework for Promoting 

Non-Violence

Social violence and terrorism are not the 

result of fundamental religious beliefs as 

characterized in western mainstream media. 

People turn to extreme measures when they 

have no outlet to vent their frustration over 

conditions of poverty, ethnic marginalization, 

or both. Experience shows that when the 

marginalized have no outlets, continually 

frustrated, their potential for turning to 

extremism in various forms increases. Ethnic 

violence often arises from competition to 

control scarce resources. The problems 

associated with the alienation of ethnic groups 

must be addressed at its root cause, through 

economic empowerment, education, healthcare, 

and returning to people what is theirs, 

recognition of their own individual diversity, 

identity and self-respect. Otherwise dissent 

and strife will not go away, regardless of how 

sophisticated the military technology and social 

re-engineering theories of constituent states.

Article IV 

Establishing an African Consensus Institute

Founded on the principles of African Consensus, 

the African Consensus Institute is to be 

established as a non-government organization. 

The Institute will promote the African 

Consensus core principles and fundamental 

rights through regional cooperation between 

stakeholders, and engage in second track 
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diplomacy efforts addressing ethnic, 

development and environmental issues.

Article V 

African Consensus as a New Economic 

Paradigm

In our era of measuring success by industrial 

growth and consumption alone, we have 

ignored traditional systems of wisdom which 

prioritize environmental balance and quality 

of life. Nowhere else is this better expressed 

than in the rhythm and life of traditional 

African society. This way of life is a repository 

of knowledge on how to preserve our 

environment and give society order. But we 

have largely ignored traditional knowledge in 

favor of imported economic models, which are 

often unconnected to realities on the African 

continent. African Consensus seeks to draw 

upon these values in establishing an economic 

development approach that suits the realities of 

Africa. It articulates as an economic paradigm 

the successes of civil society and the informal 

sector in addressing economic and social 

predicament. It calls upon these successes to 

be recognized not as an alternative economic 

approach, but as a mainstream economic model.

Consistent with the principles concerning the 

right of development, social and economic 

rights and the rights of peoples set forth in 

the African Charter on People’s and Human 

Rights, we submit this resolution to the African 

Commission. We hereby request that the African 

Commission adopt this resolution submitted by 

the NGO Forum as a resolution of its own and 

a blueprint for economic development for the 

continent.

Adopted as a declaration by the African 

Commission on Human and People’s Rights NGO 

Forum, Banjul, Gambia, April 27, 2011
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AFRICA CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT TO RIO+20

I. Preamble

1  We, Ministers of African States, recalling 

UN Resolution 64/236 calling for the 

convening of the United Nations Conference 

on Sustainable Development, otherwise 

referred to as Rio+20, to be held in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012, and further 

recalling the African Union Assembly 

Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.381(XVII) 

inviting member States to work on a 

common African Position for Rio+20, met 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 24 to 25 

October 2011, in the context of the Africa 

Regional Preparatory Process for Rio+20. 
The aim of the preparatory conference was 
to deliberate on the objective and themes 
of Rio+20 and other substantive matters 
of importance to Africa, with a view to 
arriving at a consensus on Africa’s key 
priorities and concerns to be reflected in 
the outcomes of Rio+20. In so doing, we 
took into account the concerns of all strata 
of the region’s stakeholders – the public 
sector, private sector, civil society, youth, 
trade unions, academia and regional and 
subregional development institutions.

2  We commend the objective of Rio+20, which 
is to secure renewed political commitment 
for sustainable development, assess 
progress to date and the remaining gaps in 
the implementation of the outcomes of the 
major summits on sustainable development, 
and address new and emerging challenges. 
We acknowledge the relevance of the two 

Conference themes - A green economy in 

the context of sustainable development and 

poverty eradication, and the Institutional 

framework for sustainable development 

- to advancing the global sustainable 

development agenda.

3  Recalling that the Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) recognizes the 

New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD) as providing the framework for 

sustainable development on the continent, 

we reaffirm our commitment to NEPAD 

and acknowledge the need to achieve its 

laudable objectives. We acknowledge and 

emphasize that the critical foundation 

for sustainable development lies in 

good governance, strong and responsive 

institutions, wealth creation, social equity 

and equality, poverty eradication and 

environmental sustainability, as well as 

sustained progress in the achievement 

of internationally agreed commitments 

including the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs). While we strongly believe 

that the Africa region has made appreciable 

progress in meeting the requirements for 

sustainable development, we do urge the 

international community to accelerate 

and increase support to the region, to 

enable it to enhance implementation of its 

sustainable development commitment.

4  We call on Rio+20 to reinvigorate political 

will and international commitment 

to the goals and ideals of sustainable 

development, to move the sustainable 

development agenda forward, and raise 

the level of commitment by countries, 

regions and the international community 

to a common cause for sustainable 

development, including the need to 

achieve the internationally agreed 

development goals, such as the Millennium 

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME
DAR-ES-SALAAM
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Development Goals (MDGs). We therefore 

call for the Conference to adopt concrete 

measures, supported by adequate means 

of implementation that would ensure 

accelerated implementation of sustainable 

development commitments, including 

those to be adopted at Rio+20. We further 

call on the developed countries to fulfil 

previous commitments and pledges to help 

Africa’s efforts in achieving sustainable 

development.

Africa’s overall performance

5  As we review the region’s performance 

in the implementation of sustainable 

development commitments from June 1992 

to June 2012, we are strongly encouraged 

by the results achieved in governance and 

institution building. We are delighted by 

the performance recorded in the pursuit of 

economic sustainability. We are gratified 

that we pushed the performance frontiers 

of sustainable social development forward; 

and we note with a strong sense of 

optimism, the modest gains that the region 

achieved in environmental sustainability.

6  To further consolidate progress made, 

we call for enhanced commitments to 

advance action in areas critical to Africa’s 

sustainable development, including: 

improving agricultural productivity and 

food security; promoting research and 

development and the use of biotechnology 

for sustainable development; combating 

desertification and land degradation; 

achieving sound management of coastal, 

marine and lacustrine ecosystems; 

enhancing sustainable use of natural 

resources, including freshwater, forests 

and biodiversity; promoting sustainable 

consumption and production and 

sustainable industrial development; 

ensuring the sound management 

of chemicals and waste; promoting 

sustainable tourism; ensuring access 

to secure and sustainable energy; 

achieving sustainable exploitation of 

mineral resources; enhancing access 

to safe drinking water and sanitation; 

promoting sustainable urban development; 

strengthening disaster risk preparedness 

and reduction; achieving inclusive and 

equitable growth; and furthering progress 

made in health and education.

II. New and emerging challenges

7  We are deeply concerned that Africa’s 

progress towards sustainable development 

is being severely compromised by new and 

emerging challenges. Chief among these 

are the adverse impact of climate change, 

increasing water scarcity, biodiversity and 

ecosystem loss, desertification, hazardous 

and electronic waste, low resilience 

to natural disasters, the energy crisis, 

the food crisis, rapid and unplanned 

urbanization resulting from rural-urban 

migration, piracy, human trafficking, 

migration and the global financial and 

economic crises. These challenges have led 

to the spread of new diseases, worsening 

poverty, and unemployment, especially of 

the youth.

8  We do, however, recognize that some of 

these new and emerging challenges also 

provide opportunities such as spurring 

the transition to a green economy, taking 

into account the human resource potential 

and the vast and largely untapped natural 

resources that are being discovered 

in many African countries. Other 

opportunities include the paradigm shift 
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in development planning, adapting to and 

mitigating climate change, and accelerating 

regional cooperation.

9  We note that Africa is largely dependent on 

natural resources to achieve growth and 

development, which may be hindered by the 

impact of climate change. Notwithstanding 

its low greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 

it is the continent that will be the worst 

affected by climate change, mainly because 

of its low adaptive capacity. Climate change 

is significantly altering Africa’s development 

pathway. We are taking concrete steps 

to address the climate change challenge 

and commit ourselves to addressing this 

development challenge, while leveraging 

opportunities such as capacity-building and 

technology transfer. We reiterate our call 

to the international community to support 

Africa in this endeavour.

10  Annex I parties of the Kyoto Protocol (KP) 

must commit to a second commitment 

period under the KP for the period from 

2013-2017, and reduce their emissions 

by 40 per cent below 1990 levels by 2017. 

Annex I parties must provide non-annex 

parties, particularly African countries, 

with appropriate additional and long-term 

financing, technology, and capacity-building 

support, in order to enable them to face the 

adverse effects of climate change.

11  We are concerned that increasing severe 

biodiversity loss, desertification and land 

degradation, exacerbated by the effects of 

climate change, are major problems that 

countries have to address.

12  We note that the intensity of desertification 

of most of Africa’s arable land is a serious 

challenge to sustainable development in 
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Africa. Most of the land in Africa is prone to 

degradation and suffers the worst impact of 

drought, desertification, and deforestation, 

with 65 per cent of the population 

affected. We recognize the economic and 

social significance of land, particularly 

its contribution to growth, food security, 

and poverty eradication, and will step up 

efforts to effectively implement initiatives 

at regional, subregional, national, and local 

levels to combat these problems, promote 

sustainable land and water management, 

and reinforce north-south and south-south 

cooperation.

13  We note, with concern, the inadequate 

support provided by the international 

community to the implementation of the 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD), despite its unique 

global role in preventing and reversing 

desertification and land degradation with 

impact on poverty eradication, preservation 

of the resource base for food security, 

building adaptation and resilience of 

affected ecosystems and populations to 

climatic shocks such as drought.

14  We are concerned about persistent high 

food prices in many countries in Africa. 

Food prices increased dramatically as 

a result of droughts in grain-producing 

countries. There were also reduced yields, 

depleting cereal stocks and multiple 

demands on existing stocks from human 

and animal consumption. While the 

interventions undertaken jointly with 

affected communities and the international 

community have boosted food output, 

we are concerned about the high cost of 

food in Africa. We shall, therefore, take 

measures to ensure that the benefits 

derived from our efforts trickle down and 

contribute positively to reducing hunger 

and poverty. We invite developed countries 

to provide developing countries with sound 

technologies, particularly biotechnologies, 

bearing in mind the precautionary 

principle, to increase production in the 

agricultural sector.

15  We are further concerned about the effects 

of the international economic crisis, 

financial debts of African countries, the 

danger of the Doha round failing, and the 

repercussions of not achieving sustainable 

development in Africa.

16  We remain concerned that 40 per cent of 

the 1.4 billion people worldwide without 

access to energy services are in Africa, 

and almost entirely in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Access to sustainable energy facilitates 

development and contributes to the 

achievements of internationally agreed 

sustainable development goals, including 

the MDGs. However, we recognize the 

opportunities offered by the energy sector 

in terms of growth, social and economic 

development and improved quality of life. 

We reiterate our commitment to addressing 

the energy challenge by improving the 

availability of sustainable forms of energy 

in rural areas.

17  We recognize that Africa is the fastest 

urbanizing continent globally, with a growth 

rate of 3.4 per cent. Almost 40 per cent 

of Africa’s people live in urban areas; and 

it is projected that by 2050, 60 per cent 

of all Africans will be living in cities. Not 

only are planning and financing urban 

development a priority, they also present a 

major opportunity to structure growth that 

will lead to job creation to secure ecosystem 

integrity, and deliver affordable public 

services. Furthermore, we recognize the 



22

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME
DAR-ES-SALAAM

need to provide adequate support to the 

informal sector, which presents significant 

potential for poverty eradication. We, 

therefore, undertake and equally enjoin 

the international community to promote 

well-planned human settlements and to 

catalyze green-based urban growth for the 

realization of sustainable urbanization.

18  We are concerned by increasing challenges 

posed by internal and international 

migration, compounded by climate change, 

and call for appropriate solutions to be 

found at the national and international 

levels to protect the dignity of migrants.

19  We recognize the special needs and 

challenges faced by countries emerging 

from conflicts. In this regard, we urge 

the international community and the 

United Nations system to address these 

needs and challenges by providing 

technical assistance, financial support and 

infrastructure development.

20  We affirm the many actions undertaken 

by African countries to address new 

and emerging challenges, and call on 

the international community to provide 

meaningful support, including by 

adequately supplementing the means of 

implementation at the disposal of African 

countries. 

III. The green economy in the context 

of sustainable development and poverty 

eradication

21  We reiterate the need to define the 

green economy as a tool for achieving 

sustainable development, and to assess 

the opportunities and challenges related 

to this concept, as well as the means of 

implementation needed to achieve a smooth 

transition to a green economy in our 

countries.

22  We note that the combined stream of 

economic, social and environmental crises 

that have plagued the global economy 

in recent years points to a need to 

reorient the current development models 

towards a more efficient, inclusive and 

sustainable economy by enhancing the 

resource efficiency of national economies, 

and decoupling economic activity from 

environmental degradation. In this context, 

we recognize that the transition to a green 

economy could offer new opportunities 

for advancing the achievement of Africa’s 

sustainable development objectives 

through economic growth, employment 

creation, and the reduction of poverty 

and inequalities, in accordance with the 

principles and recommendations of the 

1992 Rio Summit and the 2002 World 

Summit on Sustainable Development.

23  We confirm that through a consultative 

process, African countries have already 

begun to identify opportunities and 

challenges in the region’s transition to a 

green economy.

24  We emphasize that, for Africa to benefit 

from this transition, the promotion of a 

green economy in the region should be 

underlined by national objectives, social, 

economic and environmental development 

imperatives and the attainment of 

internationally agreed sustainable 

development commitments, including 

the MDGs. In this regard, we call on 

the international community to put an 

international investment strategy in place 

to facilitate the transition towards a green 

economy. Furthermore, there is a need to 

foster better understanding of the green 
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economy in the context of Africa, as a way 

to protect and sustain natural capital, 

improve resource efficiency, including 

innovative financing, and sustainable 

consumption and production, and enhance 

contributions to sustainable development.

25  We emphasize the need to ensure the 

sustainable management of lands as part 

of the green economy efforts. We are 

aware that managing a green economic 

transformation will require an enabling 

environment, including policies and 

institutional frameworks that imply a 

critical role for the State, through public 

investment, fiscal and social policies, 

regulations, public procurement, public-

private partnerships, sustainable 

livelihoods, and market creation at 

national, regional and global levels, as well 

as the facilitation of an active participation 

of non-State actors. We recognize the 

African private sector as a critical player 

in the region’s transition to a green 

economy. We encourage the private sector 

and other major groups, including women, 

youth, farmers, trade unions, academia, 

civil society, scientific and technological 

community and non-governmental 

organizations to play their rightful role in 

the context of sustainable development.

26  We note that, Africa, being at the early 

stages of industrialization, has an 

opportunity to pursue sustainable industrial 

growth that limits the environmental, social 

and economic costs of industrialization, 

and increases the efficient use of energy 

and material input, thereby enhancing 

international competitiveness. Therefore, 

there is a need to remove all obstacles to 

the full implementation of this process. 

The African Ten-Year Framework of the 

Programme on Sustainable Consumption 

and Production, as endorsed by the African 

Ministerial Conference on the Environment 



24

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME
DAR-ES-SALAAM

(AMCEN) and the African Union, and 

the subsequent activities on developing 

national local sustainable consumption and 

production action plans should be used and 

supported to contribute to the promotion of 

sustainable industrial development and the 

green economy.

27  We strongly urge the international 

community to support African countries 

to enable them to benefit fully from the 

sectors in which they have a comparative 

advantage. We fully recognize that forest 

ecosystems are important for the people 

as well as for adapting to and mitigating 

climate change. We therefore request 

the international community to support 

countries in the sustainable management 

of their forests through the effective and 

efficient implementation of the mechanisms 

of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

28  We note that without protecting, restoring 

and managing our land sustainably, we will 

miss biodiversity, climate change, forests 

and MDGs targets; we will not alleviate 

rural poverty and hunger, ensure long-

term food security, or build resilience 

to drought and water stress. These will 

have implications on social and political 

stability, including geopolitical conflicts and 

migration.

29  We therefore stress that the time has come 

for the international community to commit 

itself to a land degradation neutral world 

by setting sustainable development goals 

on land use, with targets towards achieving 

zero net land degradation.

30  We call for making sustainable land-use 

in agriculture, food security, energy and 

forestry a cornerstone of the green economy 

for sustainable development and poverty 

eradication.

31  We further call for enhanced 

implementation of UNCCD, supported by 

a globally agreed strong and effective 

science-policy interface, and improvement 

of the financing framework for 

implementation.

32  We reiterate that the green economy should 

not be used as a trade barrier or to impose 

conditionalities on developing countries; 

neither should it be used by developed 

countries as a pretext for not fulfilling 

their pledges and commitments towards 

developing countries. The green economy 

should be based on the Rio principles, 

including the principle of common but 

differentiated responsibilities, and respect 

the policy space of each country.

33  We emphasize that transitioning to a green 

economy, including the scoping thereof, 
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should be accompanied by adequate means 

of implementation, including new and 

additional financial, technological and 

technical assistance to developing countries, 

in Africa, especially. At the regional level, 

countries need to develop their own 

marketing mechanisms. Furthermore, all 

parties, in particular, developed countries, 

should refrain from using unilateral 

measures or initiatives in this framework.

34  We further emphasize that the transition to 

a green, efficient and inclusive economy in 

Africa would require increased investments, 

access to technologies and capacity-

building. This calls for the development of a 

new generation of physical and institutional 

infrastructure. To this end, we are of the 

view that an agreement on the Global Ten-

Year Framework of Programmes to promote 

sustainable consumption and production 

would be a useful contribution, by Rio+20, 

to support the transition to green economies 

and help developing countries with 

financial and technical support, appropriate 

technology transfer, capacity-building and 

market access.

35  We are pleased to note that several African 

countries have already begun to identify 

opportunities and challenges in the region’s 

transition to a green economy through 

different regional support programmes. 

We are further gratified that over the 

years, innovative policies and practices on 

sustainable forms of farming, renewable 

energy development, ecosystem-based 

adaptation, resource efficient production 

and the enhancement of natural capital 

have been successfully implemented in 

some countries. We welcome the exchange 

of experiences and best practices in these 

areas, and call for the scaling up of these 

practices. We underscore the need for 

mechanisms to regulate the use of land 

for commercial purposes, with equity and 

judicial considerations of communities in 

mind.

IV. Institutional and strategic frameworks 

for sustainable development

36  We emphasize that the Institutional 

Framework for Sustainable Development 

(IFSD) should be based on Chapter 11 of 

the JPOI, the provisions of Chapter 38 

of Agenda 21 (A21), the Programme for 

the Further Implementation of Agenda 

21 (PFIA21), and the principles of the 

Rio Declarations, in particular, that of 

common but differentiated responsibilities. 

Furthermore, IFSD should promote the 

achievement of internationally agreed 

sustainable development goals, including 

the MDGs, taking into account the 

Monterrey Consensus and the needs of 

developing countries.
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37  We are guided by the call made by the 

African Union Summit to ensure that 

Africa’s interests on IFSD are defined and 

taken into account.

38  We acknowledge the need to strengthen 

international environmental governance 

within the context of the institutional 

framework for sustainable development, 

in order to promote a balanced integration 

of the economic, social and environmental 

pillars of sustainable development.

39  We call on the Conference to agree that all 

institutional frameworks for sustainable 

development should take the specific needs 

of Africa into account, in addressing the 

implementation gap, capacity-building, 

technology transfer, and linking the 

science-policy interface for environmental 

sustainability.

40  We recognize that IFSD is not an end in 

itself but is linked to the achievement of 

commonly agreed sustainable development 

goals, and should lead to the balanced 

integration of the three pillars of 

sustainable development, without putting 

any additional burden on developing 

countries or posing an obstacle to their 

development prospects.

41  We acknowledge that sustainable 

development requires balanced integration 

of its three pillars - economic, social 

and environmental - by institutions and 

strategies that promote holistic and 

integrated approaches. We recognize 

that the region has responded to this 

requirement with varying degrees of 

success. However, a common challenge 

that persists is balancing the three 

pillars, especially in planning, budgeting, 

implementation, monitoring and evaluation 

of plans and programmes.

42  We confirm that institutional reforms 

have been undertaken and sustainable 

development strategies developed, while 

implementation has commenced at all 

levels. We are pleased that to a large 

extent, multi-stakeholder participation 

has improved, and institutional and 

programmatic linkages have been 

established. The various long-term visions, 

plans and strategies have also catered for 

inter-generational and intra-generational 

equity.

43  We note that institutional reform is an 

ongoing process designed to implement 

sustainable development strategies. In 

addition to reforming global coordination 

of the sustainable development agenda, 

we recall that the WSSD identified NEPAD 

as the regional framework for sustainable 

development and, in this regard, we call 

for enhanced implementation through 

subregional initiatives.

44  We urge countries to consider establishing, 

reviving and further strengthening national 

sustainable development strategies and 

councils, with a mandate to address the 

challenge of integrating economic, social 

and environmental goals by engaging 

a broader range of ministries and 

stakeholders at country level. We call 

on Rio+20 to explore the possibility of 

reactivating and reinvigorating the National 

Councils for Sustainable Development to 

enable them to coordinate, consolidate 

and ensure the mainstreaming of cross-

cutting issues in the highest decision-

making bodies. These should be adequately 

capacitated to play a more active role. 

To this end, we call on the international 

community to assist in developing effective 
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and responsive institutional frameworks for 

sustainable development in the region.

45  We recognize that regional and subregional 

institutions have a significant role to 

play in spurring the establishment and 

development of institutional and strategic 

frameworks for sustainable development, 

as well as in ensuring their effective 

operationalization and implementation. 

We underscore the need to support these 

institutions and facilitate institutional 

coherence and harmonization of 

relevant development policies, plans and 

programmes. Furthermore, there is an 

urgent need to ensure effective linkage 

among global, regional, subregional and 

national processes to advance sustainable 

development, based on the principle of 

subsidiarity.

46  We support the efforts to reform the United 

Nations Economic and Social Council 

and the United Nations Commission on 

Sustainable Development, to enhance 

their capabilities to help countries 

achieve sustainable development, and we 

emphasize the importance to increase 

synergies, coherence, and coordination 

within the United Nations system and 

between the United Nations system and 

international financial institutions, as 

well as between the Rio Conventions, with 

respect to their individual mandates, to 

support developing countries to achieve 

sustainable development.

47  We underscore the need for the full 

involvement of all key ministries and 

relevant stakeholders, in order to 

adequately mainstream sustainable 

development goals into national policies, 

strategies, plans and programmes. In this 

respect, we call on Rio+20 to decisively 

support the involvement of all ministries 

and other stakeholders to enable them 

to exercise their full responsibilities in 

sustainable development.

48  We are concerned about the impacts that 

rising sea levels, coastal erosion, dumping 

of hazardous waste, degradation of 

lacustrine ecosystems, and unsustainable 

fishing are having on concerned 

communities, national economies and 

sustainable development. In this context, 

we recommend the introduction of a global 

mechanism for revitalizing institutions at 

global, regional and national levels for 

sustainable management of coastal, marine, 

and lacustrine resources, while respecting 

national sovereignty.

49  We undertake to establish platforms for 

dialogue on sustainable development among 

stakeholders at the regional, subregional 

and national levels, to promote and 

popularize sustainable development in 

the African context. We also undertake to 

assess how best to implement commitments 

and share experiences with a view to 

determining what works, what does not 

work and why, and to take appropriate 

actions to accelerate implementation 

progress.

50  We recognize the need for a clear and 

actionable indicator framework for 

sustainable development at the national 

level, to enhance understanding, guide 

integration modalities and identify the 

type of linkages that should exist among 

different sectors. In this connection, we 

request global and regional institutions to 

promote the development and application 

of sustainable development indicator 

frameworks.
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51  We also recognize the need to have new 

reference indicators to assess the economic, 

social, and environmental performance 

of our economies, alongside the Gross 

Domestic Product. We should also use 

these new indicators and the Human 

Development Index to have a better 

understanding of the state of our economies 

and ensure the preservation of our natural 

environment and a more sustainable 

development. We recommend the adoption 

of policies that promote the integration of 

the true environmental costs of production 

and consumption into accounting models, 

in order to address the cause rather than 

the symptoms of environmental and natural 

resource degradation and depletion. We 

also recognize the need for multifaceted 

and empirical and scientific evidence-based 

standardization systems , to help us move 

to sustainable consumption and growth. 

We call on the international community to 

support Africa in adopting these systems.

52  We reaffirm the role of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in 

promoting a balanced integration of the 

three pillars of sustainable development 

in the region, and call on the Commission, 

the African Union Commission, the NEPAD 

Planning and Coordinating Agency, the 

African Development Bank, and the 

Regional Economic Communities to continue 

facilitating consultative meetings and 

processes to monitor, evaluate and scale 

up the implementation of sustainable 

development commitments by African 

countries.

53  In line with the Assembly of the 

African Union decision (Assembly/AU/

Dec.381(XVII)), calling on member States 

to take into consideration the need to 

strengthen, consolidate and transform the 



29

AFRICAN CONSENSUS
INCEPTION FORUM PROGRAMME

DAR-ES-SALAAM

United Nations Environmental Programme 

(UNEP) into an international specialized 

institution for the environment based in 

Nairobi, Kenya, we strongly call on the Rio 

+20 Conference to endorse the decision 

of the Assembly of the African Union 

which recognizes that current institutional 

structures did not fully address Africa’s 

needs in matters of the environment, 

sustainable development and climate 

change, within the context of revision of 

institutional frameworks for sustainable 

development.

54  n the context of the African position for 

the establishment of an international 

specialized institution, we affirm that any 

such institution, whatever its form, should 

have the following characteristics:

a  Have a strong mandate and the political 

visibility, to fulfil the key functions of an 

effective international environmental 

governance system as set out in the 

Nairobi-Helsinki outcomes, working 

with major economic and social sectors 

at the international level to ensure that 

their policies are mutually-supportive of 

sustainable development;

b  Be universal in its membership and 

decision-making, with each member State 

allocated one vote and decisions taken by 

consensus;

c  Be an autonomous body that could set 

the global policy agenda for environment 

and provide guidance for environmental 

financing;

d  Have secure, stable, additional and 

predictable financing to fulfil its mandate;

e  Have increased authority to bring 

coordination and coherence to the range of 

multilateral environmental agreements, by 

promoting synergies while respecting the 

legal autonomy of the conferences of the 

parties to those agreements;

f  Have a strengthened regional presence, 

and improved implementation at the 

national level through the development of 

operational capacity;

g  Have the authority to lead a process of 

United Nations system-wide strategic 

planning for the environment and to 

coordinate the inputs of the many 

agencies with environmental mandates in 

the international system;

h  Promote the science-policy interface 

to deal with pressing environmental 

sustainability concerns, and to support 

national and regional scientific networks 

and scientists; and

i  Have the ability to enhance capacity 

and technology support, especially for 

Africa, monitor the effectiveness of 

implementation, and facilitate access to 

technology and technology transfer.

55  We stress that a new specialized institution 

should not imply the establishment of an 

environment inspection body, compliance 

mechanism for developing countries, or 

the introduction of green conditionalities 

or trade barriers, and should not lead to 

additional financial burdens for Africa. 

V. Means of implementation

56  We recognize that African countries are 

primarily responsible for driving their own 

sustainable development agenda. In this 

regard, we confirm that countries have 
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established and strengthened regional, 

subregional and national organizations 

to accompany them in the development 

process. We also recognize that well-

targeted external support is crucial to 

meeting the incremental costs of realizing 

commitments on means of implementation 

57  We emphasize that Rio+20 must focus on 

delivering on the Means of Implementation. 

There are several critical gaps undermining 

the fulfilment of international commitments 

on the achievement of sustainable 

development in Africa, especially in the 

areas of finance, external debt, trade 

investment, capacity-building, and 

technology transfer. This package of 

international commitments and support, 

which must be urgently met, includes:

a  The commitment of developed countries 

to allocate 0.7 per cent of their GDP to 

developing countries in the framework of 

official development assistance must be 

met, as well as the target of 0.15 per cent 

to 0.20 per cent of gross national income 

for least developed countries;

b  The need to meet the commitment 

of doubling aid to Africa by 2010 as 

articulated at the Summit of the Group of 

Eight, held at Gleneagles in July 2005;

c  The urgent need for the international 

community to adopt an effective, 

equitable, durable and development-

oriented solution to the debt problems 

of developing countries, particularly 

through total debt cancellation, and 

increased concessional financial flows;

d  The need to fully implement the Bali 

Strategic Plan for Technology Support 

and Capacity Building, and the provisions 

contained in Chapter 34 of Agenda 21 

and the JPOI Agreements on technology 

transfer;

e  The need for a development-oriented 

universal, rules-based, open, non-

discriminatory and equitable multilateral 

trading system, and to reinvigorate 

multilateral trade negotiations, to achieve 

a development-oriented outcome of the 

Doha Round. We also call for facilitating 

the accession of developing countries to 

the World Trade Organization;

f  The need to recognize that science and 

technology are vital for the achievement 

of development goals and that the 

“technological gap” impedes the capacity 

of African countries to participate fully 

in the global economy. It also constitutes 

a major challenge in their efforts to 

enhance productive capacity, increase 

competitiveness, attract private capital 

flow, generate income and employment, 

reduce poverty and achieve sustained 

economic growth and sustainable 

development;

58  We affirm that the following means of 

implementation identified in Agenda 21, 

PFIA21 and JPOI are indispensable to 

ensuring the full and effective translation 

of sustainable development commitments 

into tangible sustainable development 

outcomes in the areas of financing, 

technology development and transfer, 

capacity development, globalization and 

trade, regional integration and South-South 

cooperation. We also affirm that the Paris 

Declaration and the Accra Agenda for Action 

on aid effectiveness, as well as the ongoing 

discussions between Africa and its partners 

on development effectiveness, are equally 

relevant;
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59  We recognize that in order to meet current 

sustainable development commitments and 

any new commitments that may emerge 

from Rio+20, we need to capitalize on the 

synergies that exist among the various 

means of implementation, to ensure the 

effectiveness of the interventions, and 

invest financial and human resources 

efficiently. For instance, appropriate 

investments in vocational training and 

capacity development will help the 

transition towards a green economy and 

sustain the existing blue economy, which, in 

turn, will facilitate economic diversification 

and improve the prospect of international 

trade for African products. In this regard:

a  We commit ourselves to enhancing 

our efforts to improve the national 

governance environment, ensuring 

full accountability of institutions and 

transparent and inclusive planning and 

budgetary processes, by developing 

national strategies for sustainable 

development. In this respect, we call on 

the international community to step up 

efforts to support the strengthening of 

institutions and planning capabilities in 

Africa;

b  We undertake to improve domestic 

resource mobilization for sustainable 

development, including through 

innovative mechanisms, and increased 

use of public-private partnerships;

c  We underscore that despite the need to 

increase domestic effort, Africa alone 

cannot meet the sustainable development 

challenge, especially in the face of new 

and emerging issues such as climate 

change, and the global financial and 

economic crisis. We therefore enjoin 

the international community to meet 

its commitments in terms of transfer of 

financial and technological resources, 

while ensuring that these complement 

and strengthen domestic effort, and are 

conducive to skills development and 

capacity-building. In this regard, we shall 

make development effectiveness a key 

priority, to which non-traditional donors 

should also adhere;

d  We call on development partners and 

non-traditional donors to make more use 

of country systems to strengthen their 

national institutional structures, and to 

include sustainable development criteria 

in financial international institutions, 

in order to facilitate investment in 

sustainable development. This would 

advance the development effectiveness 

agenda. We understand development 

effectiveness in the broader context of 

sustainable development, which fosters 

greater policy coherence with trade, 

investment and other sectoral policies, 

which greatly influence progress towards 

sustainable development. In this context, 

we pledge to harmonize local, national, 

subregional, regional and international 

efforts and pursue policy coherence;

e  We enjoin the international community 

to fulfil commitments undertaken within 

the framework of the Copenhagen 

Accord and the Cancun Agreements for 

additional fast-start financing, and long-

term financing, effective 2013, including 

the establishment of a Green Climate 

Fund, which should be directly accessible 

to developing countries;

f  We recognize the need to enhance 

south-south cooperation and to adopt 

and promote coordinated, integrated, 

inclusive and transparent cooperation 
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arrangements and initiatives;

g  We emphasize that technology transfer 

should target appropriate and safe 

green technologies that can help Africa 

exploit its rich natural resource base 

without undermining its sustainability. 

We will step up efforts to improve skills 

development, while ensuring that the 

targeted skills are conducive to the 

transition towards a green economy. 

Furthermore, we call for the transfer of 

appropriate technologies to be based on 

fair and equitable principles;

h  We affirm the need to reform education 

curricula and systems in Africa in support 

of the sustainable development agenda 

in general, and the transition to a green 

economy in particular. We recognize the 

key role played by science, technology 

and innovation in the implementation 

of a sustainable development agenda. 

We undertake to increase investments 

in science, technology and innovation 

in order to ensure that Africa is not left 

behind in the race for green technologies. 

We shall promote and strengthen 

institutions for technology innovation, 

introduce codes and standards that 

can foster green developments, build 

partnerships within and outside the 

region for technology development, 

and also encourage industry-academia-

government partnerships. In this 

respect, we recognize that it is critical to 

strengthen networking among institutions 

and centres of excellence within and 

outside Africa;

i  We call for a programme of support 

to help African countries assess the 

costs and benefits of a green economy 

transition, formulate and implement 

relevant policies that address the needs 

and priorities of Africa so that the 

green economy contributes to Africa’s 

sustainable development and poverty 

eradication objectives;

j  We underscore the need to develop 

comprehensive national capacity 

development strategies, including the 

three facets of capacity development, 

namely: human resource development; 

organizational development; and 

institutional development, in order to 

help minimize migration of skilled labour. 

We commit ourselves to strengthening 

partnerships with non-traditional actors 

and the private sector, both within and 

outside countries, in order to leverage 

resources and capacities for sustainable 

development;

k  We recognize that regional integration 

has a critical role to play in promoting 

economic diversification, expanding 

markets, pooling and more efficient 

allocation of resources, and addressing 

transboundary as well as globalization 

issues and challenges confronting Africa. 

We thus pledge to deepen and accelerate 

regional integration in Africa;

l  We further recognize that while trade 

is clearly an important element of 

sustainable development, we will ensure 

that our economies do not rely solely on 

international trade for economic growth, 

as this would over-expose them to the 

vagaries of international markets. In 

this regard, we undertake to enhance 

intra-African trade, and call on the 

international community to support 

economic diversification in Africa, as 

it can play a key role in reducing the 

region’s vulnerability to external shocks;
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m  We are deeply concerned that despite 

its size, Africa has too little a voice in 

international institutions such as the 

World Bank, the International Monetary 

Fund and the World Trade Organization, 

and at the G-20. The continent’s specific 

needs are not well taken into account 

in the current debate on reshaping the 

international financial architecture. We 

therefore stress the need for Africa’s 

special circumstances and interests to 

be fully reflected in the international 

governance set up.

Broad-based participation

60  We acknowledge that sustainable 

development requires all major groups 

at all levels to play a meaningful role, 

as participation engenders collective 

ownership of a process and promotes a 

strong sense of commitment in the delivery 

of results. In this regard, the participation 

of all stakeholders representing the nine 

major groups in national, regional and 

international forums on sustainable 

development should be ensured.
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