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Unleashing Connectivity for Inclusive Growth
Leveraging Himalayan Consensus to Further India’s Act East Policy

CUTS International, Himalayan Consensus Institute (HCI), Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS), and The Asia Foundation (TAF)
together organized a panel discussion titled “Unleashing Connectivity for Inclusive Growth – Leveraging Himalayan Consensus” in New Delhi on 23 January, 2018.

The discussion introduced the idea behind Himalayan Consensus process to the larger audience in Delhi and developed an
initial framework on how this platform can be used to usher connectivity and interpersonal contact. In a moderated session, speakers reflected on the work of their institutions and shaped up the discourse especially in context of how this can
contribute to the larger Act East discourse for India, together with China’s Belt and Road Initiative, in the interests of furthering connectivity.
The event was attended by around 40 participants representing key think-tank bodies, media houses, former diplomats,
academicians and students. It was successful in bringing out several dimensions of connectivity in the Himalayan region
and in understanding the current regional connectivity discourse from multiple perspectives.
SPEAKERS
Bipul Chatterjee, Executive Director, CUTS International
Laurence J. Brahm, Chair, Himalayan Consensus Institute

Mallika Shakya, Assistant Professor, South Asian University
Sagar Prasai, Country Representative, The Asia Foundation
Sreemati Chakrabarti, Vice-Chairperson and Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS)
MODERATOR
Sujeev Shakya, Chairperson, Nepal Economic Forum and Secretary General, Himalayan Consensus Institute
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PANELIST
Bipul Chatterjee

To enhance connectivity, CUTS is looking through all the tangible pillars - land based transportation, waterways and energy
connectivity in the BBIN (Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal) Region.
In regards to land-based transportation connectivity, CUTS is documenting connectivity gaps through extensive field surveys
and with engagements of wider stakeholders. Along with that, CUTS has been able to create alternative policy discourses and
identify key drivers as well as policy bottlenecks respectively for better waterways connectivity and cross border energy cooperation.
CUTS overall stresses upon grassroots’ perspectives, private sector participation along with promotion of multimodal connectivity (road, railways, waterways and sea) and effective policy coordination among various countries in the region to reap the
larger benefits of connectivity.
PANELIST
Laurence J. Brahm

Himalayan Consensus aims at engaging with several social enterprises nestled in the Himalayan region that aim to protect,
nurture and carry forward local culture, heritage, environment, values and systems through sustainable business models rather than depending upon aid. It is a departure from unilateral approach as it focuses on grassroots and local level concerns in
its working and fosters opportunities for young business leaders, non-government organizations and community leaders who
are innovators in themselves.
Considering the complex topography along with the contemporary and potential disasters as well as opportunities shared by
the Himalayan nations, there is a need for a common and comprehensive platform that wields connectivity as the base for enhancing economic development, leveraging efforts for conflict reduction and also devising far-sighted solutions in regards to
climate change and environment in the region. China’s attempts on solving connectivity issues through infrastructural and regulatory interventions is a good example that restructures the current economic model by focusing upon the Himalayan context by investing in business models that are smart, green and blue.
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PANELIST
Sagar Prasai
The Asia Foundation, spanning across 18 countries, mainly focuses on the importance of regional integration and physical
connectivity, the latter also characterised as a developmental problem. This has been made worse by the problematic geography of SAARC that further adds up to the regional complexities and inhibits cooperation in a constructive manner.
For a holistic and productive connectivity, India and China both have major responsibilities. While China can be the source
of economic and human resource, India can play its part on stabilizing relation with its neighbors lying on the western side
so that there is a larger reward of “stabilizing the west and integrating the east”.
PANELIST
Sreemati Chakrabarti
ICS is the only multi-disciplinary think tank in India for the study of China from Indian perspective. The overlapping of interest in the area of connectivity between the ICS and Himalayan Consensus can be used as a platform to discuss matters
pertaining to the enhancement of regional connection.
South Asia is one of the most connectivity deficient regions and this has had repercussions on the proliferation of interregional trade. In this scenario, Himalayan Consensus can be crucial to discuss specifics regarding such problems and to
seek the best substitutes, alternatives and solutions for the same.
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MODERATOR
Sujeev Shakya
The moderator of the session, Sujeev Shakya, ended with remarks upon the need of platforms such as Himalayan Consensus to further the connectivity discourse across other areas as well. Apart from various forms of connectivity as discussed
by the panelists, he stressed the need to look into the technological connectivity aspect of regional connectivity in the
Himalayas and also emphasized on engaging youth in such discourses. Further to that, he informed on the Youth Forum
about the upcoming Himalayan Consensus Summit which is slated to be held in Kathmandu on March 2018 with the joint
efforts of HCI and Himalayan University Consortium of International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD).
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CUTS International was established in 1983, is a leading Southern voice and face of consumer empowerment through its
rights-based approach and activities for influencing the process and content of inclusive growth and development.

Himalayan Consensus Institute: Himalayan Consensus is a holistic economic development paradigm that emphasizes the
integrity of planetary eco-systems as an indispensable basis for socio-economic development. In collaboration with Nepal
Economic Forum, it organizes an annual Summit, Himalayan Consensus Summit in Kathmandu. The Summit is a platform for
ideas and solutions based on sustainable alternative resources to flourish.

Institute of Chinese Studies is one of the oldest research institutions on China and East Asia in India. Its mandate is to develop a strategic vision for India’s dealings with China and to help adapt India’s priorities quickly and appropriately to address the research and educational demands arising from China’s emergence.

The Asia Foundation is a nonprofit international development organization committed to improving lives across a dynamic and developing Asia. Informed by six decades of experience and deep local expertise, its work across the region addresses five overarching goals—strengthen governance, empower women, expand economic opportunity, increase environmental resilience and promote regional cooperation.
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Annexure I News Clippings

News Links:
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/connectivity-is-the-cornerstone-of-inclusive-growth-in-the-himalayanregion/articleshow/62622125.cms
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201801/24/WS5a67e767a3106e7dcc136384.html
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