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Nutrient laden silt carried into the lake settles on
the bottom creatlr_lg a fertile bed for unwanted
weed growth. Sediment can ﬁ'll stream beds, -
inhibit water flow;sdamage ﬁsh spawhmg

. areas, and suffocate orgamsms hvmg on the
bottom. S L

Plants trap runoff better than manicured
lawns. Ground covets and rock gardens can
be a sensible aiternative to grass. Careful
pruning can maintain the views over shrubs.
Any|lawn should be minimal and as far away
from the lake as possiblé with a goad buffer
zone of shrubs and trees. Lawns grown with
native and naturalized grass species will re-
quire less care and need little if any fertilizer.

Grading surfaces flatten small irregularities
that naturally exist on the surface of the land.
These depressions are beneficial in their ability
to trap and store water allowing it to seep
into the soil. Include depressions in your
landscape planning. Plan drainage and grading

so that water flows away from the shore and

can settle naturally. “Be ‘sure runoff from

surfaces such as driveways and toofs has the'y

opportunity to settle into the soil of vegetated

. areas. Steep slopes need dense vegetatioh

coeyver to control erosion.

Allow any path leading down'to the shore to
curve and meander, so.that water will not travel
down the path, but settle into the soil.along
thefway. Walks should be made of - permeable
materials to help.water settle into the soil,
rat_her- "El_lan tun into.the lake.

Considér altetnatives to pavement for drive-
ways to| increase infiltrations.

¢ Plant species occuring naturally in this
area of New Hampshire will most likely
thrive, be less expensive, and require the
least amount of care.
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