Re-purposing harmful
architecture of the past for a
healthier future. An exploration
iIn design for social justice.
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Context

This studio will explore such an opportunity to revisit

an abandoned state prison structure, the Pennsylvania
Correctional Institution of Pittsburgh, designed almost two
centuries ago. The class will explore the social, ethical,



cultural and humanitarian issues of the building’s
past while examining the residual impact on the
community that it has served and the broader
communities that it was meant to protect. Using

the psychological and architectural fossils of this
structure this exploratory studio will be tasked to
re-envision a new more humane and environmentally
appropriate purpose for a healthier and more
sustainable future that serves ALL demographics
while undoing the harm caused by the building in its
first incarnation. We will also discuss how jails and
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As a research studio students will work collaboratively

to understand the issues of architectural space as a tool

of criminal reform as well as their residual effects on
disenfranchised communities. We will also touch on the
influences of trapped talents and caged creativity on the
broader society’s culture of art, music, language, fashion, etc.

The class will be encouraged to develop new uses that take
advantage of the building’s physical properties to help heal the
surrounding communities and erase the stigma of its past. The
embodied carbon of its massively resilient three foot thick walls
and proximity to the Ohio River hint at opportunities for creative
reinvention that might provide environmentally jobs and other
types of support for the Pittsburgh region of tomorrow.

This social justice studio will be based on several books
including:

The New Jim Crow, Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander

The Color of Law, A Forgotten History of How our
Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein






