City Councilmember John Rea violates California Fair Political Practices Commission laws
John Rea has been a City Councilmember since 2007, with the exception of a few months in
2015 when he chose not to run for re-eelection but then re-applied to take George Bird’s seat
when Bird resigned to take a Judgeship. See http://www.pvestates.org/government/citycouncil/councilmember-john-rea

John Rea is also a partner at the law firm of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP. Here is his
profile page:
http://lewisbrisbois.com/attorneys/rea-jr.-william-john
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Rea’s firm has been the attorney of record for co-defendant Palos Verdes Homes Association in
the CEPC case (Citizens for Enforcement of Parkland Covenants vs The City of Palos Verdes
Estates, the Palos Verdes Homes Association, and Robert Lugliani), and has been since the
outset of the case in 2013. Here is the Appellant Opening Brief filed November 9, 2016 clearly
showing that it was prepared by Mr. Rea’s firm:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5855e1e2be659437630c71e3/t/588f53031b10e309aef
7e297/1485787908341/Citizens+-+Homes+AOB+-+FINAL+11+9+16.pdf
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In addition, here is one of the briefs filed in 2015 to show that Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith
has been the law firm engaged since the outset of the case:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54c2de5ae4b08b9c092866bb/t/5564ce91e4b00fe50ad
46ee4/1432669841782/20150515+-+MSJ++Declaration+of+Brant+Dveirin+ISO+Opposition+to+MSJ.pdf

The matter of appeal was discussed in closed session on November 10, 2015. City Attorney
Christi Hogin stated that the City Council met in closed session and voted unanimously to
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appeal, showing Mr. Rea did not disclose his conflict or recuse himself. Here is the City
Attorney’s statement that night:
“Tonight’s Regular Meeting convened at 6 o’clock at which time we recessed to a closed
session pursuant to Government Codes Section 549569B1. The Council discussed Citizens
for Enforcement of Parkland Covenants versus the City of Palos Verdes Estates et al., and
having tried unsuccessfully to resolve that matter out of court and in light of the appeals
that have already been filed by the4 Homes Association and by the real parties in interest
the Lugianis in that matter, the City Council unanimously voted to appeal the judgment in
that case. We know that the community is gonna want to know the basis for the City’s
decision and the City is going to be updating the website and providing an explanation in
the near future on the website. And that concludes my report.”
For the video of City Attorney Christi Hogin’s statement; click here:
https://www.pvrrg.org/s/PVE-City-Council-2015-11-10-Announcment-Decision-to-Appeal.mov.
For an explanation of why this is a clear violation of the Fair Political Practices Commission of
California, see: http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/conflicts-of-interest-rules.html
This is a very serious offense, and disqualifies John Rea as a current City Councilmember and
as a suitable candidate for Treasurer due to this clear ethics violation.
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