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Dear Friends,
Thank you for helping us to celebrate our 27th Season!
Every year, Voices of Ascension gathers our formidable
talents to enthrall our audiences through exceptional
performances of great music for chorus and orchestra.
We hope you will enjoy reading about all of exciting
events, initiatives, and programs that took place during
the 2016-2017 Season.
The VoA Concert Series continues to provide
“magnificently polished” (NYTimes) performances
of choral masterworks, like Bach’s St. John Passion
or Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass, and immersive and
unique performances like Spain: Granados, Falla, and
Modernisme. Through the Young Artists Program, VoA
creates performance opportunities for emerging solo
artists to work with our gifted, professional ensemble.
Additionally, we continue to develop our administrative
capacity through new hires and initiatives through new
hires and professional collaborations.

ANNUAL REPORT

Soloists of Bach St. John Passion

Trumpeter Kevin
Cobb

As we approach our 28th season of concerts in
Greenwich Village, we thank you for your support and
invite you to enjoy VoA’s vibrant artistic community
of professional vocal and instrumental musicians, our
broad repertory, dynamic programming, and artistic
collaborations.
Thank you,
Liz Norman
Executive Director
Soprano Pureum Jo and
mezzo soprano Mindy Ella Chu

Bass baritone Adam Lau
with Voices of Ascension

visit voicesofascension.org or call 212.358.1469

VoA Concert Series Highlights

Spotlight on Administration

Spain: Granados, Falla, & Modernisme
In February of 2017, VoA celebrated the centenary
of Enric Granados in collaboration with the CUNY
Foundation for Iberian Music, The Hispanic Society, the
Government of Catalonia, the Farragut Fund, the Sorel
Organization, and the Consulate General of Spain in New
York, with a performance for chorus, soprano, violin,
piano, and organ. Pianist and Granados scholar, Douglas
Riva, once again returned to work with Dennis Keene on
this exciting performance. In order to bring this work to
a larger audience, VoA collaborated with Dr. Antoni Pizá
at the CUNY Foundation for Iberian Music to present an
concert preview. There, Riva, Pizá, Keene, along with the
soloists for this concert sent attendees on a fascinating
historical journey through scholarship and sonority.
This event would not have been possible without the
continued support of Board Member Roberta Huber and
the Hispanic Society.

Development, Fundraising, and Planning
Organizational growth defined the season for the
administrative staff at VoA. We completed a strategic
planning process with the support of the New York
Council of Nonprofits and received a New York State
Council for the Arts grant which allowed us to create
a new staff position supporting marketing and strategic
partnerships.These two initiatives helped to set goals for
VoA’s future and generous contributions of time, money
and hospitality are actualizing those goals. In 2018,
we are pleased to present concerts supported by the
Auckland Castle Trust and the Secular Society and we
hope you enjoy them!

Baritone Jared Bybee at the
Candlelight Christmas Concert.

VOA Young Artist Program

Vanessa DePasquale
performed Granados

Dennis Keene and
Pianist Douglas Riva

Vanessa Vasquez performing at
CUNY Graduate Center

Along with the talented and virtuosic VoA ensemble,
thirteen Young Artists impressed us with their musicmaking. Jared Bybee began our season with a stunning
performance at the Candlelight Christmas Concert.
TNext came the Austria concert with Pureum Jo, Mindy
Ella Chu, Matthew Swenson and Adam Lau. The Spanish
concert featured returning soprano Vanessa Vasquez, as
well as Violinist Francesca DePasquale and pianist Vanessa
Perez. Derek Chester, Sarah Shafer, Avery Amerau, Gene
Stenger, and Alan Dunbar brought down the house at
Bach’s St. John Passion. We thank our soloists for their
excellent work, and our donors who help sponsor their
performances.

Dennis Keene and
Board Member Richard Gaddes

2016-2017

In 2016-2017, the Young Artist Program at Voices of
Ascension featured new voices and returning audience
favorites. VoA continues its commitment to present
emerging soloists in choral and oratorio performance
under the guidance of Dennis Keene.
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