
leader, he seems to have just what it takes 
to jump to the next level.  Gilman’s Athletic 
Trainer Lori Bristow has noticed White’s 
consistent effort remarking, “He continues 
to work hard.”  There is little doubt in her 
mind that he will maintain this striving atti-
tude wherever he settles.  As far as his feel-
ings on how he’ll contribute to his future 

team, Stan commented, “It’s tough to tell 
until you get there.  I feel I can have 
an early impact and hope to start eventu-
ally.” Throughout his junior year he was 
bombarded with offers from nearly every 
major university at the top of the NCAA.  
Although he has not chosen a school, 
he has narrowed it down to the Big Ten 
power Ohio State, where his father played, 
and perennial PAC-10 competitor Stan-
ford.  Both of these teams are often ranked 
nationally, and both have offered full rides 
to White.  The Buckeye and Stanford fer-
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The News

 Originally slated to be completed 
by the beginning of 2002, the pedestrian 
bridges spanning Northern Parkway and 
Roland Avenue may remain unfinished 
until the spring, officials say. The con-
struction has been met with both praise 
and criticism in the Tri-School commu-
nity. Even since last school year, bridge 
plans have been revised and amended to 
accommodate pending city permits caus-
ing further delay in the construction. As 
a result, commuters have to face traffic 
congestion on the way to school. Still, the 
bridges are far from completion.  
 One of the primary causes for 
delay in the construction project stemmed 
from the need to obtain permits from Bal-
timore City’s Public Works Department.  
Once all of those details were worked out, 
however, the construction began immedi-
ately.
 According to Mr. Bobby Nich-
olson, superintendent of construction, a 
realistic estimate for the bridges’ comple-
tion is May 2002.  Two weeks ago, the 
100 ton steel frames for both bridges were 
brought to Baltimore from the manufac-
turing site in Pennsylvania.  Some of 
the parts for the bridges can be seen in 
the Gilman lower lots and beside Roland 
Avenue. 
 During the first phase of con-
struction, which is currently underway 
and tentatively scheduled for completion 
by early 2002, concrete will be poured 
onto the bridges at these locations.  Then 
the bridges will be lifted over Roland 
Avenue and Northern Parkway and con-
nected with the foundations currently 
being prepared.  One bridge will take stu-
dents from RPCS, over Roland Avenue, 
to the pathway before Gilman’s main 
entrance. The other will go from the 
Gilman lower lots, over Northern Park-
way, to Bryn Mawr by the 600 West 
Building.  After the bridges are in place, 
the construction teams will put on the fin-
ishing touches. 

Four Gilman Seniors Go D-I In An Unprecedented Year

Bridges Cause
Controversy

BY MATT TULLY

Football Stars Make It Big
BY MICHAEL SILICIANO AND BRIAN SANDERS

 Gilman football has reached a new 
level of excellence this year by sending 
four players to Division-One universities as 
scholarship athletes.  Seniors Malcom Ruff, 
Stan White, Mike Dowling, and Napoleon 
Sykes are all headed for the next level.  
Each of them will be playing under 
athletic scholarships in major colle-
giate conferences.  
 For the past few seasons, 
the football program has sought to 
stretch beyond the barriers of the 
MIAA A Conference to both the 
regional and national scene.  Ath-
letic Director Timothy Holley has 
attempted to aid this process by 
scheduling Maryland powers such 
as Urbana and DeMatha and nation-
ally-ranked Poly Prep of New York.  
With these games, Gilman broke 
the tradition of exclusively playing 
local competition.  Meanwhile, 
Ruff, White, Dowling, and Sykes 
have broken the barrier of Gilman 
football players settling for non-
scholarship programs.  Mr. Holley, 
having seen many Gilman athletes 
come and go, notes, “To my knowl-
edge, I don’t think we’ve ever had 
four Division I-A signees [in one 
class].”  In the past, recruited Gilman foot-
ball players have joined college programs 
that do not offer scholarships or are less 
competitive. Recent stars such as Felix 
Isuk (’99) and Chisom Opara (’99), while 
having more than prosperous careers at 
Gilman, landed in the Ivy League which 
does not offer athletic scholarships.  In 
fact, out of the senior class on the mem-
orable 1999 Hounds championship team 
none received a scholarship to play foot-
ball.  This year’s team will have four.
 Malcom Ruff, the team’s power 
running back, is bound for Duke where 
he will play for the Blue Devils next fall.  
With his track speed and muscular build, 
Ruff was immediately noticed by scouts 
his junior year.  While many powerhouses 
such as Penn State and Louisiana State 

offered scholarships, he decided that Duke 
was the place for him.  This decision was 
strongly scholastic in nature.  When asked 
what made Duke stand out from the many 
that approached him, he replied, “Duke is 
one of the top ten schools in the nation aca-
demically.”  As an honor student at Gilman, 
he knows that school is not just about foot-

ball.  However, he does expect to have a 
large impact on Duke’s program, anticipat-
ing starting at halfback eventually in his 
four years.  He also knows the commit-
ment he will have to make physically to 
make the jump to the next level.  With 
this in mind, together with teammate Stan 
White, he will be preparing with a physical 
trainer.
 Stan White, Jr. is looking to follow 
in the footsteps of his father who starred 
for the Baltimore Colts as an All-Pro line-
backer.  Much like Ruff, White has been 
under the eyes of the scouts much of his 
high school career and has responded confi-
dently.  As a defensive menace and devoted 

From left to right: Mike Dowling, Malcolm Ruff, Stan White, and Napoleon Sykes dis-
play the unity that has contributed to their high-school success in the attire of their new 
schools.  Photo by John Miller

“FOOTBALL,” CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
“BRIDGES,” CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Opinion

Dear Mr. Editor:

Having read the editorial which 
appeared in the last [October 5, 2001] 
issue of The News, I find myself forced 
to respond to what I thought to be a most 
upsetting, inflammatory article by contrib-
uting writer Jonathan Lang.
 Similarly to Mr. Lang, while 
walking the streets of New York a mere 
five days after the attacks of September 
11, I was confronted by an equally eerie 
sight.As I made my way downtown to 
Washington Square Park, a mere two 
miles from Ground Zero, I beheld the 
memorial set up to honor the victims. 
Wax from thousands of candles decorated 
one side of the square in a brilliant show 
of color, while the remaining sides were 
hung with canvas and markers on which 
visitors could leave a message. Despite 
the thousands upon thousands of lives lost, 
nearly all of the hundreds of messages car-
ried the same theme: a prayer for peace. 
Mr. Lang’s article, however, serves no 
other purpose than to incite support for 
attacks by citizens blinded by their own 
patriotism.
 In his article, Mr. Lang writes, 
“Anything short of the use of our nation’s 
nuclear capabilities is warranted in this 
situation.” I wonder if he realizes the full 
meaning of this remark. Massive assaults? 
Reinstitution of the draft? Full invasion of 
a country too poor and too ravaged by war 
to support its own citizens? Furthermore, 
he even states that “Congress must also 
limit congressional oversight to a point 
that the CIA, NSA, and FBI have the 
ability to institute and gain intelligence 
for America’s foreign policy with relative 
ease.” So, in addition to the use of 
weapons of mass destruction on Afghan-
istan, Mr. Lang proposes to give the 
nation’s intelligence agency carte blanche 

to destroy the Bill of Rights. The “bureau-
cratic red tape” he refers to would be our 
civil rights that we possess as citizens of 
the United States.
 Even Mr. Lang’s views on the 
economic situation are seriously flawed. 
Even before the attacks, Congress and the 
President dug themselves into a hole by 
granting over a trillion dollars in tax cuts 
paid for by money that we now, it seems, 
never actually had. A massive cut in capi-
tal gains tax will not encourage people to 
invest in the stock market, it will encour-
age them to sell. Government spending 
is the fastest route to renewed consumer 
confidence, not random ill planned and ill 
advised tax cuts.
 Mr. Lang would be remiss, of 
course, if he did not touch on the social 
aspect of the event. It is obvious that Mr. 
Lang does not value his rights as an Amer-
ican citizen, and if insists that “the age 
of…anti-criminal profiling will come to 
end,” then quite frankly, in my opinion, he 
is openly condoning hate crimes against 
our fellow citizens who “look” Arab.
 Finally, Mr. Lang makes the 
comment that I find to be the most repul-
sive of all. “Finally, regardless of political 
affiliation, we must all stand in support 
of the President’s policies.” It is my right, 
nay, my duty, as a citizen of this country to 
question my leaders. No crisis, no matter 
how large, is worth the sacrifice of my 
beliefs and principals. I openly refuse to 
stand in support of policies with which 
I take issue, and this includes President 
Bush and his campaign of violence. Mr. 
Lang fails to realize that he proposes to 
take away the very things for which we are 
hated: democracy, freedom, and liberty. If 
people listen to the opinions of such blind 
patriots like Mr. Lang, then the terrorists 
have already won.
  -Brad King ‘02

Letter to the Editor

    Op-Art                                     by James Kim

“Hmmm... when was the last time I saw a BMS or RPCS   
girl that was in uniform?”

“Smokey’s In Da House!”  Mr. Schmick awards Singleton 
Mathews (above right) first prize in the Halloween Costume 
Contest for his brilliant entrance as Gilman’s beloved janitor, 
“Smokedog.” Chris Slevin (above left), with buddy Chad Bur-
dette, shows his disgust with the audience after coming in 
second, despite their more elaborate costumes, riding in on 
skateboards in ridiculous fat suits. After the victory, Singleton 
remained in character, shouting, “Yeeeah boyeee!! I’m gonna 
get me some free food!”  Chris and Chad expressed their feel-
ings of disappointment by clumsily sliding down the stage’s side 
steps. Fellow members of the senior class agreed it was one 
of the greatest Halloween assemblies of all time. Photo by T.J. 
Alston   

Best Halloween Costume Parade Ever?

Page 2
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 Part of the reason for what seems 
like a very long construction time - almost 
nine months – is because of the weather.  
With temperatures below freezing, con-
crete cannot be poured, rendering any work 
impossible without the use of specialized 
heating equipment.  
 As the completion date 
approaches, all three schools are beginning 
to work on student use policies for the new 
bridges.  At this point, Mr. McGill and Mr.. 
White say that use of the bridges will be 
mandated, and, in relation to behavior on 
the bridges, a “three strikes and you’re out” 
policy will be implemented.  Mr. McGill 
recognizes that students dropping objects 
from the bridges onto the traffic below has 
the potential to be a serious problem, but he 
is confident that students will act maturely.  
Mr. White agrees, noting that so far in the 
school year the students at Gilman “have 
been very cooperative” in following the 
rules, and does not believe that this sen-
timent will change when the bridges are 
completed.

“BRIDGES,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
 Student responses to the bridges 
have been varied.  Some students, such as 
junior Tim Wilkins, are pleased with the 
construction of the bridges: “I think that the 
bridges are a good idea, and they should 
facilitate traveling between the schools.”   
He pointedly added that “they should elim-
inate the need of crossing guards.”   Other 
students, however, are not so pleased with 
the bridges.  Sophomore Drum Rice is frus-
trated about the traffic problems.  “I don’t 
understand why they couldn’t have built 
them during the summer, when nobody 
uses the roads, and why they chose to build 
them during the school year, when the 
roads are constantly full of traffic.”   Like-
wise, Bryn Mawr student Natalie Sherman 
(’04) strongly believes that the bridges 
are unnecessary, saying, “Students who go 
to some of the best schools in Maryland 
should be able to cross a street.”  Senior 
Nil Merchant also questions the useful-
ness of such bridges in relation to their 
late completion date: “They are worthless 
because the senior class won’t be able to 
use them.”  

Should Americans surrender some civil 
liberties to have more security at home?

It is my duty to support my country 
right or wrong.

All citizens should serve in the Armed 
Forces in times of conflict.

The military should be strictly volun-
tary.

The government knows what is best for 
its citizens.

Should America reinstate the Draft?

Should there be any deferments from 
the draft?

Would you be willing to sacrifice your 
life in the war against terrorism?

News Polls Surprisingly Show Little 
Changed Opinion after September 11

 Last winter, the Gilman News conducted a survey of students during advisory 
which contained several questions relevant to the current political situation today. The 
News also conducted a poll, published in the October 5 issue, which contained very simi-
lar questions. The results below seem to refute the idea that everyone’s thinking really has 
changed in the past two months.

Last Winter This October

 Prior to the events of September 
11, the U.S. economy was strong and 
Americans were optimistic about its con-
tinued success.  The economy, however, 
has struggled considerably since that dev-
astating day.  In fact, many economists 
argue that we are quickly approaching the 
first recession in over a decade.  The near 
future of the country’s prosperity is in 
question.

The term “recession,” meaning 
two consecutive quarters of economic 
shrinking, had almost been forgotten during 
the record long ten-year expansion the 
country enjoyed.  This word, however, 
describes the present condition of the econ-

BY ALEX MAZER

omy.  Funds, stocks, and bonds have fallen 
to extremely low returns.  Consumer confi-
dence has decreased in response to this; the 
Conference Board Index fell from a 97.0 
in September to an 85.5 in October, the 
lowest mark since February of 1994.   The 
weak economy only deteriorates as layoffs 
increase.  

Alan Lafley, chief executive of 
Procter and Gamble Co., stated, “We are 
sure there will be an economic recession.”  
Some would go further as to say that our 
economy has only started its descent.  Diane 
Swonk of Bank One Corp. predicted, “The 
worst is yet to come.”  

  As a means of changing this 

current trend, the President is working on 
quick tax cuts and a stimulus bill that are 
intended to revive the economy.  The legis-
lature has also formed a scheme for a stim-
ulus plan, of which the details have not 
been expressed.  It will be interesting to 
see if the Federal Reserve and the govern-
ment can adapt to help solve this dismal 
situation.  Regardless, of these plans by 
the government and the publicly expressed 
optimism of President Bush, Americans are 
undoubtedly concerned with the progres-
sion of the war and other publicized events 
concerning the actions of the last month 
and a half.  

      Regardless, of these govern-
ment plans and the publicly expressed opti-
mism of President Bush, Americans are 
certainly concerned with the progression 
of the war in Afghanistan and the anthrax 
scares at home.  One cannot be sure of the 
future of the economy because of all the 
variables that can change its progression.  
All things considered, however, it seems 
unlikely that without an abrupt change in 
consumer confidence, there will not be a 
change in the market.  The seemingly invin-
cible U.S. economy is struggling and there 
are no assurances that our country’s pros-
perity will continue. 

Sept. 11 Tragedies, Anthrax Scare 
 End U.S. Economy’s 10-year Expansion

Experts predict recession

The Northern Parkway bridge is placed in the lower lots on Saturday, October 27.  
Photo by Jed Weeks
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BY MATTHEW YOUN

For JV Soccer,  Less Is More
vors run in his blood, as his father played 
for football for Ohio State and his older 
sister ran and swam for Stanford. Whatever 
decision he makes will land him in a top-
notch program and school at no cost.
 Mike Dowling will join Ruff in 
Durham, North Carolina, also wearing the 
blue and white of Duke.  The massive full-
back and linebacker decided well before 
his senior year that he was going to attend 
Duke.  Unlike his teammates, football was 
not the only sport he pursued this off-season.  
In addition to deciding which school’s pro-
gram would fit 
him best, he also 
had to choose 
between foot-
ball and wres-
tling.  Scouts for 
wrestling, much 
like football, 
were pressing 
Dowling from 
all sides this 
summer.  In the 
end, he chose 
Duke football.  
Like Ruff, he 
stated affirma-
tively, “Duke 
provides me 
with a chance 
to further my 
higher educa-
tion.”  Duke also 
stood out to him 
because they pursued him with more 
eagerness than the competing institutions.  
Like his teammates, Dowling will have to 
undergo intense preparation for the next 
season.  “The coach has told me size isn’t 
really an issue,” he explains.  “I do need to 
run a lot though.”  Dowling will continue 
regular activity with his personal trainer to 
stay in shape.
 Napoleon Sykes will likely play 
against Dowling and Ruff when he dons his 
Wake Forest jersey next year.  An all-pur-
pose player at cornerback, wide receiver, 
kick returner, and even kicker occasionally, 
Sykes has proven to have the skills to be a 
Demon Deacon.  Very early in the process, 
Sykes knew he was interested in playing in 
the ACC.  After visiting Wake’s campus in 

 This year’s varsity cross-country 
team has endured an especially tough 
season.  For the first time in Gilman 
history, a cross-country team coached by 
Coach Jack Thompson has gone winless 
in dual meets. According to the coach, 
the squad’s season has been a “rebuilding 
year.” 
 The primary reason for the disap-
pointing season was the team’s lack of 
depth.  Consisting of only five runners, 
the bare minimum, the cross-country team 
had trouble matching the depth of other 
teams in the league.  Some of these teams, 
including powerhouse Loyola, consisted 
of as many as fifteen runners. This lack 

of depth caused the team to be run over 
by the competition in the “A” conference 
this year.

Although facing some of the top 
teams in the area, the team was optimistic 
for a win at the outset of the season.  After 
defeating Archbishop Curley last year, the 
team felt as if they could defeat them once 
again this year.  After running what Coach 
Thompson called a “mixed race,” where  
few runners ran well, the team suffered its 
most disappointing loss of the season. 
 Despite strong competition, 
Coach Thompson says that the team will 
remain in the “A” conference until it is 
asked to leave.  He believes that they have 

built up some very good rivalries, and that 
the “A” conference offers the competition 
that helps to improve the team. Also, he 
feels that the team’s record is not indica-
tive of their performance. 

Co-captains Matt Tully and 
Teddy Wiles have led this year’s team.  
The remaining runners were two sopho-
mores, Bobby Lipman and Will Shock, 
and Robert Benitez, a freshman.  Tully and 
Wiles have shown great leadership.  They 
have pushed their team to improve their 
personal times in every race.

 A larger team next year, aided by 
the addition of this year’s top JV runners, 
will help Varsity Cross Country be more 
competitive. 

“FOOTBALL,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Despite Winless Season, Varsity X-Country 
Will Remain in the MIAA “A”  Conference

BY MATT COUNCILL

Winston Salem, he made up his mind.  
The coach, team, and school seem to be 
a perfect fit for him.  “Wake is a place 
where I can excel both on the field and 
in the classroom,” he explained his deci-
sion.  Whatever position he ends up play-
ing, he expects to be a strong contributor.  
Ms. Bristow commented, “He will prob-
ably make an early impact,” due to the 
rebuilding period of Wake Forest’s pro-
gram.  He committed in the middle of the 
summer, and has been using this season to 
prepare himself for ACC competition.

 These players 
and the coaching 
staff, however, do 
not see this senior 
group as an anom-
aly, acknowledging 
Gilman Football’s 
tradition of excel-
lence.  Mr. Holley 
pointed to three 
Gilman alums on 
the coaching staff 
who played D-I 
football: Coaches 
Poggi, Payne and 
Kormanik.   
   Two specific 
players who are 
heeding this advice 
and beginning the 

recruiting process 
are juniors Victor 
Abiamiri and 

Ambrose Wooden.  They will be visiting 
and communicating with top schools such 
as Florida State, Virginia Tech, North Car-
olina, and Maryland.  Abiamiri’s natural 
size and build have caught these coaches’ 
eyes, while Wooden has been dazzling 
scouts with his 40-yard speed at summer 
camps.  In addition to the scholarship play-
ers, senior Tilghman Morton will be most 
likely be joining Sykes as a walk-on kicker 
for Wake Forest.  Wake’s coaches will be 
more than impressed upon seeing a tape of 
his booming kickoff that sailed though the 
uprights against Mount Saint Joe.  
 By breaking the recent barrier and 
showing that it is possible to make it to 
the next level, Ruff, White, Dowling, and 
Sykes have opened the gateway for the 
program and these other teammates.  Play-
ers and coaches are continuing to believe 
that Gilman can be represented nationally 
at a higher level of excellence.  
 Mr. Holley predicts the program’s 
effectiveness will maintain this success 
when commenting, “The program operates 
at a very high level, and our boys are so 
well-coached and well-conditioned, in a 
rich and positive environment, to flourish, 
that I think you will see success in our ath-
letes for years to come.”    These  individ-
ual efforts also show that all of Gilman and 
its community do not have to be limited 
to Roland Avenue in its influence.  Gilman 
has been put on a pedestal for the nation to 
see, and we should thank them for it.

Matt Todd contributed to this article.

Ambrose Wooden and Victor Abiamiri pose 
on  the football field.  Photo by John Miller

Quick: Pick a number between 1 
through 10 to guess the amount of goals 
that the JV soccer team has allowed their 
conference opponents to get this regular 
season.  Whatever the answer is, it is wrong.  
In 13 conference games, the JV team has 
actually allowed zero goals to hit the cotton 
strings of the net while scoring 57 goals.  
Needless to say, the team has won all these 
games.

Junior stopper Alex Mazer, 
sophomore sweeper Jake Lieman, fresh-
man left full-
back Paul Stack, 
and freshman 
right fullback 
Tauren Kag-
wima have lead 
the defense.  
Their play has 
made it a much 
easier job for the 
goalies.  Junior 
goalkeeper John 
Allen remarked, 
“Honestly, I 
haven’t had to 
block many 
shots,” and 
coach Ken 
Hincker noted 
that, “I could 
probably count 
the number of 
shots on goal 
with two 
hands.”  Accord-
ing to freshman 
goalkeeper Andy Friedman, the defense 
stuffs its opponents so well because there 
is excellent coverage on each man at every 
part of the field.  Outside of conference 
games, the JV team has allowed only four 
other goals; these coming against Loyola 
and Calvert Hall.  On the other side of 
the field, the offense has averaged over 4 
goals per conference game with goals from 
their leading scorer, freshman Will Schoe-

berlein, and from sophomores Nick Colvin 
and Andrew Lynch.

The success is not too much of 
a surprise to the team though, considering 
their 18-2-1 overall record from last year, 
and the effort that the team puts into each 
game.  “Our team enjoys every facet of the 
game and is not afraid to compete.  The 
defense is as tough as nails, and the 
players aren’t willing to give an inch,” 
stated coach Hincker.  Junior captain 
Allen Barrett added, “We work really 

well together 
and practice 
hard.”  Unfor-
tunately, the 
team is not in 
the “A” con-
ference of the 
MIAA, but 
rather the “B” 
c o n f e r e n c e .  
With the excep-
tion of a 1-1 tie 
with Loyola, 
the top team in 
the “A” con-
ference, and a 
3-1 loss against 
Calvert Hall, 
the #2 team in 
the “A” confer-
ence, the team 
has shut out all 
other oppo-
nents which 
they played.  
Said Coach 

Hincker, “We have been able to show that 
we can compete with teams in the ‘A’ con-
ference as seen in the Loyola game and in 
other victories.”  With the emerging suc-
cess of the JV team, Gilman soccer looks 
to have a bright future.  Allen Barrett com-
mented, “Last year, we had a disappoint-
ing loss in the championship, but after this 
year’s championship, maybe we can move 
to the ‘A’ conference, where we belong.”

Tauren Kagwima (’05) shows off his team’s solid 
defense against Friends.   Photo by John Miller


