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dented disco ball hangs in a

weight and graphic appeal.
“It’s the details in life we zoom by every day and
things, and the West is full of so many iconic and old
Americana relics that are missing in the cities.”
Carefully captured on the square, medium-format
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camera when you hit the shutter”), none of the images

Spotlight Jill Johnson

Fort Worth, she, like others, transitioned to digital for
the pace — and the process — is a bit slower. “It’s also
kind of a step back into how I learned, back to my roots.

to spend summers with her grandparents even after
she was working the family farms in the Panhandle
— plowing, putting up fence, painting barns, feeding
cattle, cleaning out chicken coops and moving irrigation
my downtime I’d run around and shoot pictures — the
sky, these old buildings, horses, donkeys, the dirt, the
sand, the wind, they almost became my sidekicks.”

at a pawn shop.
third installment of art photographs she has driven

places like her hometown and other small towns with

Sands Motel

documentary chops to create images that draw
the viewer in. “Each piece seems to tell a story
about a moment that for some reason, no matter
a familiar quality. You seem to be able to tell
your own story from the striking images she
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THE DETAILS
Jill Johnson’s “West” Opening
reception, 5-8:30 p.m. Dec. 5.
Exhibit runs through Jan. 31. Free.
Artspace111, 111 Hampton St.,
Fort Worth; 817-692-3228 or
artspace111.com. To see more
of Johnson’s work,
visit jilljohnsonphoto.com.

presence in her work, and it looms large in her
childhood memories, too; she remembers lying
in the back of a wheat truck staring at the sky
and looking up at it through her grandparents’
car window as they drove her between farms.
exhibit large — over four-foot square — to give
the viewer the feel of looking through a window.

from my past,” she says.

can see for miles and miles. Part of my soul is

points to the photographer’s vibrancy, use of color and

shoot it — I want to make it last.” 360
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