The time has come
for American Bonsai.

A steadily growing subset of the millenia-old art form,
led by Ryan Neil and his groundbreaking Bonsai incubator
Bonsai Mirai, American Bonsai honors tradition while
pushing the artistic boundaries of what is possible.

ABOUT THE ARTISANS CUP
The Artisans Cup is the first-of-its-kind competition and
exhibition of American Bonsai from North America’s foremost artists, taking place in Portland, Oregon September
25–27, 2015. The prestigious competition features 70 of the
top trees from across North America judged by a panel of
renowned bonsai experts with prizing awarded to the top
submissions. The inaugural event will also feature a speaker series, vendor garden featuring trees, woodwork, ceramics, and other complementary elements of bonsai, and will
culminate with an awards ceremony for the top bonsai creations. The Artisans Cup is the vision of Ryan and Chelsea
Neil, founders of the preeminent bonsai incubator and garden, Bonsai Mirai, where they cultivate the art of American
bonsai through design, curatorial services and education.

THE MISSION
The mission of The Artisans Cup is to provide a platform to showcase a
new expression of the millenia-old art form of bonsai through a curated
exhibition of American Bonsai that pushes the boundaries of tradition
and embraces a bold aesthetic. The goal of The Artisans Cup is to generate awareness of traditional and American bonsai, while engaging and
inspiring a new generation of advocates and patrons of the art form.

THE TEAM
Founders of The Artisans Cup

RYAN NEIL
Owner, Bonsai Mirai
Founder, The Artisans Cup

Ryan Neil’s interest in bonsai began with
a love for martial arts which led him to a
not-so-unlikely inspiration: Mr. Miyagi from
the movie, “The Karate Kid.” A penchant for
drawing and painting coupled with his proximity to harvestable trees in his hometown of
Glenwood Springs, Co. fueled his start in the
art form. Neil graduated from Cal Poly, San
Luis Obispo with a degree in horticulture
and during his time there, met several influential bonsai experts including Ben Oki, the
first apprentice to the “Father of American
bonsai,” John Naka. Under Ben’s tutelage,
Neil was introduced to Masahiko Kimura
under whom he would eventually apprentice
in Japan for the next six years.
While studying under Mr. Kimura,
Neil began to identify the potential to bring
American style to the art of bonsai, utilizing
the vast resources of the Western United
States along with diverse landscapes for creative inspiration. Ryan Neil’s personal experience and point of view forms his approach
to American bonsai, free from the constraints

of traditional Japanese bonsai. He brought
this vision to Bonsai Mirai, the bonsai nursery, incubator and school Neil and his wife
founded in 2010 in St. Helens, Oregon.
Neil believes that bonsai is the most
dynamic art form present today, given that
its media explores the line between life and
death. To celebrate this unique art form and
cultivate a new generation of enthusiasts,
Neil and wife Chelsea are producing The
Artisans Cup, the premier exhibit of American bonsai showcasing the best talent in tree
design. The inaugural event will take place in
Portland, Oregon in September 2015 with a
vision to bring The Artisans Cup to an international audience as well as to major art
institutions throughout the U.S.
Neil’s work has been featured in numerous bonsai publications around the
world and he can be seen in the short film,
“American Shokunin.” Ryan Neil lives with
his wife and son in St. Helens, Oregon.
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CHELSEA NEIL
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Chelsea Neil grew up in Glenwood Springs,
Co. where she first met Ryan Neil. She left
her hometown to pursue her undergraduate
degree at the University of San Diego and
later returned to Colorado where she worked
as a lobbyist at the Colorado state capitol for
two years. Following that, she relocated to
Panama to work for UNICEF on campaigns
focused on women and children’s rights as
well as domestic violence awareness in indigenous communities. She returned to attend
law school at University of Colorado School
of Law after which she began her career as
an immigration attorney.

In 2012, she reunited with Ryan and
shortly after moved with him to Oregon, to
build Bonsai Mirai together. Chelsea currently works as Director of Operations, overseeing the educational program as well as dayto-day nursery logistics. She also leads the
creative direction for MIrai, including overall
branding and marketing.
Together with Ryan, Chelsea is producing The Artisans Cup, managing the event
production, marketing and promotions including sponsorship procurement.
Chelsea Neil lives in St. Helens, Oregon
with her husband and son.

THE TEAM
Collaborators

SKYLAB ARCHITECTURE

CONNIE WOHN

CHRIS HORNBECKER

Portland-based Skylab Architecture is working with The Artisans Cup on exhibition planning and design. Sklylab Architecture is an
award-winning, nationally recognized design
practice, driven by creativity, possibility and
intent, to design environments that create lasting effects on the natural and built worlds. Their
innovative, and progressive designs have graced
the pages of Dwell, Interior Design and Luxe
Magazine. Their work can be seen around the
country including W hotel, Seattle; Departure
Restaurant + Lounge, Portland; Summit Skylodge, Utah; and the Flavor Paper headquarters
in New York.

Connie Wohh is the founder of Party Animal, a
full-service creative event planning and production company basedin Portland, Ore. Connie
brings her experience and background executing events for clients like W+K, Ace Hotel, Uber,
Nike and many others to The Artisans Cup,
where she will help bring to life the three-day
event. From the exhibition of American bonsai
to featured vendors and artisans as well as panel
discussions and the final awards ceremony.

Chris Hornbecker is a West Coast-based,
award-winning commercial advertising photographer and cinematographer who has partnered
with The Artisans Cup to capture and portray
bonsai in a new light as only he can. His stunning
images of bonsai juxtaposed against iconic landscapes and natural textures are being featured
in national online and print ads to promote The
Artisans Cup. Chris has shot campaigns for Nike,
Adidas, Sony and Hurley, among others and his
work can be seen in such publications as Paste,
Runner’s World, ESPN, and AdWeek.

To learn more about Skylab Architecture visit
www.skylabarchitecture.com

To learn more about Connie & Party Animal visit
www.wearepartyanimal.com

To learn more about Chris visit
www.hornbeckerphoto.com

JOIN THE MOVEMENT.

For more information on The Artisans Cup, including
press coverage and sponsorship opportunities, please visit:
w w w.t h ea rt isans c up.c o m

For press inquiries please contact:
p r es s @ t h ea rt isans c up.c o m

THANK YOU

