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CRPC Receives $1,150,000
EDA Grant for New
Building & Share the Road
Campaign Launch
See the stories on page 2.
CRPC Assists Walker for
Public Works Grant
CRPC provided technical
assistance for a $1.5 million
grant. See the story on
page 3.
Q&A
See the City of Walker’s
Chief of Operations’
interview on page 4.
End of an Era
Find RJ Goebel’s remarks
about his tenure at CRPC for
35 years on page 5.
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Letter From the Executive Director
First and foremost, it is with great
sadness that I inform you all of the
death of Dr. Olin Dart, Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC)
Chairman and member of the CRPC
family since 1975. The TAC
provides technical guidance for the
development, coordination and
implementation of a multi-modal
transportation plan for the Baton
CRPC Executive Director, Jamie Setze
Photo by: Brian Baiamonte
Rouge area. The TAC membership
is comprised of government
representatives who manage the day-to-day technical aspects of the
transportation system infrastructure. Olin worked tirelessly to improve the
transportation network in the Capital Region, and his wisdom will be
greatly missed.
Additionally, CRPC’s longtime Director of Planning, RJ Goebel, retired
after 35 years with CRPC. We miss him already, but are happy that Kim
Marousek, CRPC’s Deputy Director of Planning, is settling into her new
chair.
We are excited to announce CRPC has received an Economic

Check out a recap of CRPC’s
Development Administration (EDA) grant equaling $1,150,000 for a new
recent projects and activities on
building! The grant is for CRPC to expand its office to increase the
pages 6-9.

region’s resilience. When another agency is disrupted by an emergency,
CRPC will be ready to respond with space for a temporary relocation.
Quarterly Highlight
See CRPC’s quarterly highlight This is a great opportunity for CRPC to grow its infrastructure as the staff
and workload expand. We look forward to this expansion, and if the
on page 10.
need arises, we are glad to open our doors at the Capital Region
Calendar of Events
Operations and Resource Center.
Know the when and where for
CRPC’s meetings and events
on page 11.
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CRPC Receives $1,150,000 EDA Grant for New Building
The U.S. Economic Development Administration awarded a $1,150,000 grant to the Capital Region
Planning Commission for its Capital Region Operations and Resource Center. The new Center will
focus on minimizing economic dislocations resulting from a major disaster by promoting job creation,
supporting economic diversification, and fostering disaster resiliency.
“Ensuring that communities that are vulnerable to natural disasters have preparations and plans in
place is a critical component of economic resiliency and a major focus for the Economic Development
Administration,” said U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development Matt
Erskine. “EDA is proud to support the Capital Region Planning Commission’s efforts to be ready when
disaster strikes and help to mitigate the impact future catastrophic events have on the community.”
“EDA’s investment in this project will further CRPC’s mission as the regional planning commission and
its continued efforts to find funding sources for its regional partners, parishes and municipalities to
realize development and growth in a healthy and sustainable environment,” said East Baton Rouge
Mayor-President, Melvin “Kip” Holden.
For any questions about this project, please contact Courtney Maciasz at cmaciasz@brgov.com or call
225-383-5203 EXT 218.

Share the Road Campaign Launched
Earlier this year, Baton Rouge adopted a Complete Streets
Policy. This policy was one out of several efforts this year to
make the roads safer. Unfortunately, the area is still seeing
multiple cyclist fatalities and injuries.

Share the Road—Travel Happy yard signs

To address this problem, CPRC issued the “Share the Road—
Travel Happy” campaign. CRPC has distributed signs and door
hangers to businesses and residents to remind residents to
practice safe traveling habits.
The signs remind travelers to: keep a 3-ft. distance when passing
cyclists, keep lights on bikes at night, share the road with
cyclists, walk against traffic, cross streets safely, avoid
distractions like talking on cell phones, and stay alert at
intersections.

Share the Road—Travel Happy door hangers
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If you would like to display the “Share the Road—Travel Happy”
signs at your business or home, contact JT Sukits at
JTSukits@brgov.com.
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CRPC Assists City of Walker with $1.5 Million Economic
Development Administration Grant
CRPC’s economic development and transportation staff teamed up with the
City of Walker providing technical assistance in securing a $1.5 million
Economic Development Administration (EDA) Public Works grant, for a total
project cost of $5 million. The funds will go towards infrastructure and sewer
upgrades in the Livingston Industrial Park, which is home to CB&I, Waste
Management, Miscellaneous Steel Specialties and Compressor Engineering
Corporation. In addition, Martin Brower recently relocated its West Baton
Rouge operations to the Livingston Industrial Park.
CRPC staff conducted both a commuting pattern and poverty analysis to determine whether or not the Walker
project would be eligible for EDA funding. Typically, to qualify for EDA funding, a project has to meet certain
economic distress criteria of an unemployment rate that is, for the most recent 24-month period, at least one
percentage point greater than the national average unemployment rate; per capita income that is 80 percent or
less of the national average per capita income; or a “special need,” as determined by EDA. Walker is not
considered distressed due to a low unemployment and a high per capita income.
“The industrial park employs 800 individuals, which 650 or over 80% of these employees reside in distressed
parishes and municipalities located in the Capital Region. Based upon the data our staff was able to generate,
the project proved to have a significant substantial direct benefit across the Capital Region. The Livingston
Industrial Park will continue to be a source of employment for these distressed areas,” said CRPC’s Economic
Development Officer, Courtney Maciasz.
Walker’s Mayor, Rick Ramsey, explained that many businesses did not want to locate or expand within the
industrial park because of its poor road conditions, including lack of a secondary entrance/exit.
"Employers expressed their concern that they couldn't continue to put money into the area with the condition of
the roads, so we made temporary improvements, but then that started the ball rolling on applying for grants for a
complete renovation of the roads," Ramsey said. “It makes our Industrial Park more attractive for future
businesses coming in, but just as important, it fulfills an obligation we have to maintain the roads in the shape for
our current tenants that they expected when conducting business with the city.”
The $5 million project also would not be possible without money from three separate grants obtained by Walker
leaders in the past year. Walker will pay up to $500,000 for the improvements, while Livingston Parish chips in
$600,000. Louisiana Economic Development committed $1.2 million to the project, while the Livingston
Economic Development Council committed to donate the land for the second entrance/exit to the park as an
in-kind contribution. The land was appraised for $111,786.

Fall | Winter 2015 I Issue 3

3

Capital Region Planning Commission’s Newsletter

Fred Raiford
Chief of Operations
City of Walker
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What was CRPC’s role in the public works project?
CRPC’s role in our project acceptance was critical for the fact they
have numerous contacts with staff members of EDA. This allowed
the City of Walker’s staff to discuss the issues dealing with the road
and what it meant to the city. CRPC’s Economic Development staff
was helpful and helped us meet the requirements of the grant.
Have any improvements begun at the Industrial Park, and what
additional improvements are to be made?
We have two projects which will enhance the ability for expansion and
new business for the Industrial Park. Rehabbing of the existing
concrete road will be done with funds from STP>200K ($1.2 million).
Secondly, there is the road extension to provide a second entrance and
upgrade of utilities with EDA, LED, Parish of Livingston and City of
Walker as partners for $3.5 million. In all, the project equals about $5
million.

Raiford is a retired Public Works
Director for the City of Baton
Rouge after 30 years of service.
As the Public Works Director, he
was responsible for overseeing a
$150 million budget and 1,200
employees. Under this position,
he worked with the East Baton
Rouge Sheriff’s office for 3 years
as Assistant to the Sheriff and
handled the EBR prison operations, computer operations, crime
status, personnel departments and
the media division.
He has been employed with the
City of Walker for the past seven
years. His current responsibilities
as Chief of Operations include:
restoring public service to the
citizens of Walker, and managing
the budget and contracts entered
into by the city. He also assists
the Mayor of Walker in managing
the day-to-day operations of the
city.
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Are there any new projects or developments since the announcement
of the Industrial Park’s improvement plans?
The prospects for new business at the Industrial Park are good. The City
of Walker and LEDC have received many requests looking at the land
available. Expansion of the existing businesses with take place at CB&I
next year.
How many new jobs will be added to your region because of this
project?
The Martin-Brower Company will be moving 300 jobs from its current site
and has committed 30 new jobs in the coming years. CB&I is currently
looking at expansion which will bring approximately 300 additional jobs.
At the completion of this project, what can residents expect to see in
and around the Industrial Park?
Additional activity from existing businesses in the park. Also, additional
jobs, new building permits, and potential new sales taxes for our city.
What do you hope to accomplish in the future with CRPC’s assistance?
The City of Walker will continue to work with CRPC staff to improve
existing traffic conditions and include additional sidewalks to help our
citizens who would like to walk or ride a bike to our park and business
areas.
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RJ Goebel Bids Farewell After 35 Years of Service
It has been an honor and a pleasure to work for CRPC since January of
1980. I am humbled and grateful for the opportunities the CRPC
Commissioners, Boards, Local Governments, and Staff for giving me a
chance to grow and to ply my craft.
I am especially thankful to the CRPC Executive Director, Jamie Setze, and
his Staff that allows me to retire knowing that CRPC is now a top-tier
planning agency. CRPC’s outstanding personnel command excellent
education and technical backgrounds. The strengths of CRPC’s Executive
Director, Jamie Setze, have never been better, and I urge Local
Governments to take advantage of CRPC’s technical assistance.
RJ Goebel is honored for 35
years of service.

I started my planning journey during college at LSU. I received an
undergraduate degree in 1972, and completed 30 hours towards a master’s degree in Landscape
Architecture. During this period I worked for the LSU Coastal Studies Institute, and then worked with the
state and private engineering companies. When a position opened up at CRPC, I jumped at it and have
never looked back. I have held the positions of Regional Planner, Chief of Planning, Director of Planning,
and Interim Executive Director. During my time at CRPC, we developed the first $47 million grant for transit
assistance post Katrina. CRPC received two planning awards for this effort. I have also worked with many
planning and zoning commissions throughout the region to develop subdivision and zoning ordinances,
operational studies, transportation plans, mapping services, and documents to address specific concerns.
One of the greatest charges for CRPC is to work with chief elected officials in a technical assistance capacity.
I have been able to personally know many of these officials and their staff. By working so closely together,
we developed plans and programs that have a profound impact on improving the fabric of these communities.
Safety, enhancement, bicycle and pedestrian projects have flourished in recent CRPC history, and are a
testament to what CRPC has to offer.
I especially wish to thank Jamie Setze for his vision, perseverance, and direction of CRPC policies,
programs, and staff. Mayor President Melvin “Kip” Holden and President Riley “Pee Wee” Berthelot also
deserve accolades for their services and direction of the CRPC Commission, as well as the CRPC Executive
Committee and the MPO Transportation Policy Committee. I also wish to thank Bob Mirabito, CATS CEO,
and Conner Burns, CATS CFO, for working with CRPC to make transit an intermodal part of the MPO. I am
indeed blessed to retire from CRPC with such great leadership and such a great future potential.
As for retirement, I hope to see you on the golf course, at the dog park or with my grandkids in Hattisburg,
MS. Lastly, I wish to thank Carolyn, my wife for 40 wonderful years. Thank you all from the bottom of my
heart; and I hope your journey is as good as mine.
RJ
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CRPC is excited to announce that Baton Rouge will be the host city for the Economic Development
Administration’s Southwest Region Executive Directors Association Conference. The conference is
hosted each year in a different city to reach the area’s leaders in hopes of improving economic
development and activity. In August, representatives from Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, and Texas will be gathering at the Hilton in Downtown Baton Rouge to receive Economic
Development Administration training, discuss regional economic resiliency strategies, attend
innovative transportation planning and rural development discussions, and more.
About | The Southwest Region Executive Directors Association (SWREDA) is a voluntary association
of executive directors of Council of Governments and Economic Development Districts across a
five-state region.

CRPC Quarterly Commission Meeting
The latest CRPC Commission meeting was held at the Gonzales Civic Center in Gonzales, LA.
CRPC’s Executive Director, Jamie Setze, provided an update on CRPC’s activities including: economic
development, land use, commissioner training, public outreach, safety, bike and pedestrian, travel
demand management, and various MPO planning activities. To view or download the presentation,
check out CRPC’s website: www.crpc-la.org/presentations.

CPRC’s Deputy Director of Planning, RJ
Goebel is honored for 35 years of service.
Fall | Winter 2015 I Issue 3

CPRC’s Executive Director Presenting
to the Commission Meeting Attendees.
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Capital Region Transportation Safety Coalition
Recognizes Teen Driver Safety Week CRTSC Young Driver
October 19-23rd was Teen Driver Safety Week, and to
commemorate the event, the Capital Region Transportation Safety
Coalition partnered with AT&T and Lexlees Kids—Child Safety and
Injury Prevention to host the Ready, Set, DRIVE program at local
high schools in the Capital Region.
[Pictured: Students participating in Teen Driver Safety Week with AT&T’s It Can Wait
Virtual Reality Simulator]

Every day throughout Teen Driver Safety Week, CRPC’s Regional
Transportation Safety Coordinator, Ashley Bridges, organized for
students to experience AT&T’s It Can Wait Virtual Reality Simulator. The simulator immerses the user
behind the wheel. The driver drives along suburban streets, a highway, and presents the driver with
everyday obstacles children in the crosswalk, cyclists and joggers, and vehicles swerving in traffic. With
distractions from texts, web surfing, tweeting, etc. the simulator eventually leads the user to
‘experiencing’ a devastating effect from the distractions.
The purpose of this demonstration was to educate young drivers about the devastating effects of
distracted driving. Young drivers have a higher risk of being involved with a serious crash than other
age groups in the United States. To address this issue, young drivers are an emphasis in the
Regional Transportation Safety Plan. View the plan on CRPC’s website, www.crpc-la.org.

Prevention Program Pilot Tested at the Louisiana Governor’s
Safety & Health Conference
In the Capital region, young drivers between the ages of 15-24
years old, accounted for 30.6 percent of crash-related fatalities. To
help decrease this statistic, CRTSC held a pilot test for a Young
Driver Prevention Program at the Louisiana Governor’s Safety and
Health Conference at the end of September. CRPC’s Regional
Transportation Safety Coordinator, Ashley Bridges, presented at
the conference, and plans to continue the program at other venPictured: SUM-It-Cup demonstration. (SUM = Standard Unit of Measure)
How many drinks have you REALLY had?
Most drinkers don't know how much alcohol they are consuming in a single drink or how each drink will affect their blood
alcohol concentration or BAC. The result of this underestimation of consumption leads to accidental binge drinking.

If your business is seeking transportation safety training for your employees aged 21-24, the coalition can help
you! The safety program includes: Distracted Driving, Impaired Driving, Occupant Protection, and much more!
Contact Ashley Bridges: Abriges@brgov.com for more information.
Fall | Winter 2015 I Issue 3
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LSU’s Protostripes Project Update
In 2014, CRPC assisted Louisiana State University’s Protostripes Center by applying for Delta Regional Authority
(DRA) funds for prototyping equipment. The Protostripes Center is housed in LSU’s Innovation Park, and is run
by the Louisiana Business & Technology Center staff. The Innovation park houses small business start ups in
the area. Within the center, start up businesses can fabricate, design, prototype, program, and learn new
business skills. By being housed with the Innovation Park, entrepreneurs can reduce their overhead costs while
developing and marketing their products or services.
The prototyping equipment has helped entrepreneurs create prototypes of their products to showcase to
potential clients or buyers. LSU Tiger Band members, Garrett Kessling and Daniel Wendt, are co-founders of
Tonal Innovation, and created the E-Flip, a small, adjustable device that attaches to marching band instruments
and holds tablets or iPhones to read music. Reading from smart devices rather than bulky paper makes it easier
for musicians because they don’t have to flip through paper while playing their instrument.
Marching bands are especially interested in the product due to the fact that printing the flip books are a major
expense. Wendt explained, “LSU spends $15,000 a year on printing for the band.”
With the help of LSU’s Protostripes Center and CRPC’s assistance to secure the prototyping equipment, Tonal
Innovation is seeing major success in their startup. The product has received attention by other collegiate
marching bands for the product, and production for prototypes of the E-Flip are currently being manufactured in
China.
Program Manager and Business Consultant, Matthew Wiggins, at LSU’s
Innovation Park provided an update on the prototyping project at LSU.

1. What have the DRA funds been used for at Protostripes
Center?
The DRA funds have been used to purchase several pieces of
prototyping equipment for the Protostripes Center. This includes a
laser cutter, micro 3D-printer, and 3D visualization tools.
[Pictured left: The Protostripes Center’s 3D printer beginning a print
of a tiger model]
2. What businesses have grown because of their access to the
3D printer?
To date, we have performed over 60 prototypes for various
businesses ranging anywhere from band instruments to medical
implants. With an average prototyping costs of under $500.00, this
center is revolutionizing how businesses in Louisiana develop
prototypes.
[Pictured right: Protostripes Center’s 3D printer modeling a
prototype]
Continued on page 9
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LSU’s Protostripes Project Update Continued
3. How did CRPC staff, specifically, help you guys with
securing DRA funding?
Courtney, CRPC’s Economic Development Staff, and Jamie,
CRPC’s Executive Director, were instrumental in allowing the
LBTC Protostripes Center to be funded. Courtney worked
tirelessly with us and the DRA on getting the award. After we
were awarded it, she assisted us with getting all of the fine print in
the right hands.
[Pictured left: A prototype created by the 3D printer]
4. Could you elaborate on the Tonal Innovation company with
their E-Flip product?
Tonal Innovation is a company that provides 21st Century
consumers in the music industry with modern technological
solutions to current inefficiencies. Their launch product, the E-Flip,
is a first-of-its kind device that allows musicians to connect their
smart devices to their instruments. By "bridging the gap between
music and technology", Tonal Innovation is revolutionizing the
music industry, one device at a time.
Tonal innovation came into the center with just a basic idea, and
through working with the center was able to first make a prototype,
then make a more refined prototype, then ship it off to
manufacturers around the world to get price quotes. In under a
year, they have gone from an idea to a product ready to roll out full
scale at the 1st of the year.
[Pictured left: Tonal Innovation’s, Garrett Kessling & Daniel
Wendt, accepting the Protostripes Center’s Client of the Year
4. Overall, has there been an increase in product and
business development because of the printer?
There has been a huge increase in the development with the
Protostripes Center. Companies have relocated to our center for
easy access to the products we have available.
[Pictured left: Tonal Innovation’s E-Flip]
To find out more about Tonal Innovation, find them on
Facebook! Facebook.com/tonalinnovation
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Quarterly Highlight
According to a recent study by the Texas
A&M Transportation Institute and INRIX,
commuters in the Baton Rouge area spent
nearly 2 days sitting in traffic over the past
year—the city averaged to have 47 hours
worth of traffic time.
The study also showed that when Baton
Rouge was compared to other mid-sized
cities, it ranked as the 3rd worst for traffic
congestion. When compared to 101 cities of
all sizes, Baton Rouge was ranked 23rd
worst in the nation. The city was shown to
have more congestion compared to places
like San Diego, Las Vegas, and Nashville.

CRPC and Louisiana Clean Fuels staff at the launch event at North
Boulevard Town Square in Downtown Baton Rouge

CRPC hopes that their new program, Geaux
Ride, will help alleviate the traffic issue in
Baton Rouge. Geaux Ride is a free software
where carpoolers can find their ridesharing
match based off of their personal preferences
and daily routes.
On Sept. 16th, a Geaux Ride Launch party
was held at North Boulevard’s Town Square
to kick off the program. Prior to the launch
event, Geaux Ride gained some attention by
the media. The program was featured in the
Baton Rouge Business Report, The
Advocate, and Nola.com to name a few.
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Geaux Ride participant is interviewed by a local news station.
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Calendar of Events
Capital Region MPO

Planning Commissioner

Joint TAC & TPC Meeting

Training Workshop

Dec. 8, 2015 |

Dec. 12, 2015 |

1:30pm-2:30pm

8:00am-12:00pm

BREC Commission Chambers

Town of Livingston City Hall

6201 Florida Blvd., Rm. 1800

20550 Circle Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Livingston, LA 70754

CRPC Quarterly
Commission Meeting
Jan. 25, 2016 |
6:00pm-8:00pm
Location TBD
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