
 
 

Marana Regional Airport – Airport Master Plan  
Planning Advisory Committee Meeting No. 1 

August 17, 2015 – 8:45 AM 
Town of Marana Municipal Complex 

 
Meeting Objective: Present the Airport Master Planning process to the Planning Advisory Committee 
(PAC) and obtain feedback pertaining to the key issues, process, schedule, and expected deliverables. 
 
Attendance:  

 
Committee Attendees 

Name Organization 
Steve Miller Town of Marana, Airport Director 
Lisa Shafer Town of Marana 
Curt Woody Town of Marana 
Heath Vescovi-Chiordi Town of Marana 
Toby Parks Town of Marana 
Scott Driver ADOT Aeronautics 
Don Kriz DOWL 
Victor Palma DOWL 
Peter Barbier Tucson Aeroservice Center 
Ed Stolmaker Marana Chamber of Commerce 
Dr. Allen Aven Pilot/Airport User 
Gary Abrams Tucson Aeroservice Center 
Jaime Brown Pima Association of Governments 

 
Consultant Staff 

Name Organization 
Charlie McDermott Armstrong Consultants 
Jenny Watts Armstrong Consultants 
Mary Ortega-Itsell Genesis Consulting Group 
Rick Crosman Genesis Consulting Group 

Note: A copy of the meeting sign-in sheet is attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 

Meeting Summary: 
1. Welcome – Steve Miller, Marana Regional Airport & Charlie McDermott, Armstrong Consultants 

2. Introductions of the Planning Advisory Committee 

 



 
3. PowerPoint Presentation – Presented by Charlie McDermott & Jenny Watts, Armstrong Consultants 

A. Topics Discussed 
♦ Master Planning Overview 
♦ Committee’s Role 
♦ Planning Considerations 
♦ Key Issues 
♦ Public Involvement 
♦ Master Plan Elements 
♦ Timeline  
♦ Next Steps 

4. Committee Interactive Participation Exercise – What are the key issues we should focus on? 
A. Pavement strength 

♦ Some discussion ensued about the existing pavement strength of the airport’s runways, 
taxiways, and aprons 

♦ It was noted that the existing primary runway pavement is only rated at 12,500 lbs. – this 
is not strong enough to accommodate the larger business jets on a regular basis 

♦ It was also noted that the existing aprons and taxiways are in poor condition (PCI > 50) 
♦ Master Plan will help determine the future critical aircraft for both runways, which then in 

turn will be able to justify strengthening to pavements  
B. Types of aircraft utilizing the airport 

♦ Again, it was suggested that the airport determine the types of aircraft it would like to 
cater to in the future, and improve the airfield around those aircraft 

C. Infrastructure needs 
♦ There was some discussion regarding the airport’s septic system; it was suggested that 

perhaps it could join the Town’s or future developments commercial systems 
♦ Armstrong indicated it will follow-up with the Town to find out more about the airport’s 

system, i.e. capacity, location, etc. 
D. Hangar space for larger aircraft 

♦ Some committee members felt that there is not enough hangar space at the airport 
currently to accommodate larger aircraft; should consider adding more in the future and 
the best locations 

E. ARFF (Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting) and Security 
♦ A committee member mentioned the lack of an ARFF presence on the airfield may deter 

some of the business/corporate customers; what would be the benefit of adding ARFF 
index at airport? 

♦ Likewise, security was mentioned; does the airport provide all that is necessary? Steve 
Miller, Airport Director, addressed both the ARFF and security comments, explaining that 
the airport is not a Part 139 certified airport; therefore, it is not required to have ARFF or 
specific security measures. However, he did indicate a waiver for ARFF may be an 
alternative option and that the security at the airport already meets most, if not all, of the 
TSA recommended measures for GA airports.   

 
 



 
F. Tenant expansions 

♦ Some tenants would like to expand their businesses, but the airport does not currently 
have the additional amenities or space to do so 

G. High speed exit taxiways 
♦ One committee member was interested in knowing if any would be added to 

accommodate jet aircraft in the future as indicated in the previous master plan 
H. Airport appearance/entrance enhancements 

♦ Visual site lines along Avra Valley Road are a concern because of aircraft refurbishing 
operations at the airport. A recommendation was made to install some type of visual 
screening along Avra Valley Road. 

I. Air traffic control tower 
♦ A discussion on the need and desire of an air traffic control tower at the airport occurred 

• Airport/Town has been discussing need for some time 
• There are safety concerns for the airspace by the airport manager and airport users 
• Possible locations have been explored; Mr. Miller mentioned he is working with Pinal 

Airport’s manager and the Army National Guard to form a support group for the tower 
5. Additional Discussion/Comments/Questions 

A. The location of ground water re-charge ponds on the north side of the airport was mentioned 
as a possible constraint to future development at the airport 

B. Deputy Town Manager mentioned that the airport needs to become the catalyst for growth in 
the Town and region 

C. Suggestion was made to add additional jet fuel capabilities located near the East Apron for 
corporate jet activities  

D. Next Steps: Armstrong to provide Working Paper No. 1 in November 2015, and the next PAC 
meeting is schedule for some time in February 2016 

6. Meeting Concludes  






