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HISTORY
On August 11, 1867, during the early days
of the rush to Montana's gold fields, newly
consecrated, missionary Bishop Daniel
Sylvester Tuttle conducted an Episcopal
service inside a bar along the boisterous
gold camp of Last Chance Gulch.

INTRODUCTION
St. Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral is located
in the heart of downtown Helena, the state
capital of Montana. We serve as the
cathedral for the Diocese of Montana.
We have bright congregants and clergy, a
wide variety of creative thinkers, and
significant areas of community
involvement. As a smaller sized cathedral,
we seek to welcome and serve all of our
community and the wider diocese. Our
congregational variety supports a diverse
range of ideas and approaches, which are
oriented around mainline Episcopal
activities.
Our desire is to draw nearer to God, to
study the scriptures to clarify God’s desire
for us and live out God’s word, and to be a
welcoming Christian Family. St. Peter’s is
currently seeking a Dean to lead us in this
holy endeavor.

Much has changed over the years since
the momentous occasion when a "man of
the cloth" tried to instill some sense of
civilization to this untamed area. Helena,
Montana has grown into one of the seven
major cities of Montana and is the state
Capital. The "barroom" sanctuary has
occupied several different locations until
finally settling down in a simple, but elegant
gothic-style, granite stone church at 511 N.
Park Ave.
Serving as the Cathedral for the Diocese of
Montana, St. Peter’s often plays host for
activities and functions related to the
Diocesan mission. Over the years our
involvement with the Diocese has changed
as the relationship between the Bishop and
the Dean has evolved. Both clergy and laity
have willingly and enthusiastically
participated in Diocesan governance and
committees.

Of particular pride, is St. Peter’s
sponsorship of St. Peter’s Hospital, which
was originally established and founded by
St. Peter’s Church and the Diocese of
“For just as each of us has one body with
Montana in 1883. Over the years we have
many members, and these members do
maintained a seat on the hospital board.
not all have the same function, so in Christ
The women of the church have sponsored
we, though many, form one body, and each
community teas, sewing clubs, etc. to
member belongs to all the others.”
support the hospital. The hospital is
― Romans 12:4-5 (NIV)
currently in the midst of a leadership
transition and the continued role of St.
Peter’s church is under review.
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WHO WE ARE
St. Peter's Episcopal Church is located in
the heart of downtown Helena, the state
capitol. We are in the midst of a transitional
neighborhood, between our historic
downtown and the mansion district.

The area between the Diocesan offices and
the Cathredal has been developed into a
Memorial Garden and Columbarium that
includes a stone alter for outdoors services,
a common columbarium with individual
niches for cremains.

The church itself is a historic treasure, of
gothic style stone exterior, built during the
Great Depression. A simple, but soaring
interior is a refuge of beauty and warmth
and is highlighted by elegant stained glass
windows designed and executed by the
famous Connick Studios in Boston,
Massachusetts.
Our Moller pipe organ has 18 ranks and
was recently remodeled and tuned by
Marceau and Associates of Portland,
Oregon to present greater tonal variety.
The sanctuary, nave and chapel can seat
277 and the undercroft (parish hall) can seat
141 people.
In 1941, the church built a deanery for Dean
Wilson and his family. The deanery was
remodeled and now serves as the Diocesan
Offices.
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An educational building was added in 1959
and later named Wilson Hall in honor of
Dean Wilson’s 26 years of service. This is
the location of the church offices.

We welcome and incorporate individuals
with mental illness, disabilities, and
economic struggles. They are not projects
but functioning members of our
community. We also participate in taking
the gospel into our wider community by
working with our local food bank,
homeless shelter, Family Promise and
through participating in the NAMI walk
and several seasonal food or supply
drives.

We love the liturgy of the Holy Eucharist
and its accompanying music. We are
enthusiastic supporters of the arts, and are
proud to live in the capital city of Montana.
Despite our small size, St. Peter’s provides
various types of services to meet the needs
of our congregation.

We consider stewardship as an offering of
time, talent and treasure. Stewardship is an
area of continued challenge for our church.
In the larger world, the church now vies for
a place among multiple organizations
requesting support.
For every older member of the church we
lose to age or relocation, it takes two or
three to replace their contributions. From
our recent survey, of our 225 respondents,
we found that only 10% volunteer and 57%
pledge.

Photo Credit to Whyte Balance

We are a community that is committed to
living the gospel and that is demonstrated
in the composition of our congregation.

9/4/2017

Parish Profile

4

St Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral

St. Peter’s by the Numbers
The following data are from our 2016
Parochial Report:
Members in good standing: 489
Over age 16: 378
Under age 16: 57
Number of pledges: 131

With Bishop Brookhart’s pending retirement
in November 1, 2018, a nominating
committee has been established, and
search preparations are underway.

Easter attendance: 271
Church school: 47
Rites
o

Marriages: 1

o

Baptisms: 6

o

Burials: 9

o

Confirmations: 13

OUR CLERGY, STAFF AND
CHAPTER
The Rev. Canon Paul Bresnahan, from
Boston MA has been appointed Interim
Dean effective August 1, 2017

St Peter's 2017 annual budget is
$326,615.00.
Clergy changes have been challenging.
The recent departure of the Dean, and the
uncertainty of who will fulfill the position,
along with our inability to financially support
a curate, have created a great deal of grief.

Fr. Bresnahan has successfully helped
many churches transition between leaders.

OUR DIOCESE
The Episcopal Diocese of Montana,
established in 1904, covers 25 counties
and comprises 5,400 members and 43
congregations, many in small rural
communities throughout the state.
The Rt. Rev. C. Franklin Brookhart is the
9th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Montana. The Rt. Rev. Carol Gallagher is
the Bishop for Native American Ministries
and Assistant Bishop.
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Church Administrator
Donna Gleaves serves St. Peter’s as a
Deacon and part time church administrator.
Her organization and leadership skills are a
blessing to our church and local community.

Church Deacons
St Peter's Cathedral is blessed to have
three awesome Deacons.
The Rev. Rick Johnson is our Senior
Deacon, serving the Diocese since July
1990.

9/4/2017

The Rev. John Moran has served since
1999 and actively serves as a Law
Enforcement and Prison Chaplain.

Deacon Donna Gleaves was ordained in
2011, and joined St. Peter's in the fall of
2014. Her ministries include the MAC
Council, Montana Partnership to End
Childhood Hunger (MT-PECH), Disability
Rights Montana Board, Capital Transit
Advisory Committee, Chairperson, Social
Concerns Committee of St. Peter’s,
President, Standing Committee of the
Diocese of Montana, and Diocesan Disaster
Coordinator.
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GOALS OF THE CHAPTER
In addition to the Chapter’s commitment to
support the interim rector and assist with the
ongoing work of St. Peter’s, the Chapter is
committed to the following goals:
Continuing development of outreach to the
community
Growing the congregation
Finding ways to incorporate children and
youth within the congregation
Continuing to support lay leadership within
the congregation
St. Peter’s is embracing electronic
communication through the use of email,
texts, and website improvements to keep
members better informed of current
happenings.

Eucharistic Ministers and Visiting
Ministers
The Lay Eucharistic Ministry home visit
program has been expanded and embraced
by our church community. During our
worship services, we pray for the LEMs as
we send them out to visit our homebound
and elderly church community members.
St. Peter’s has ten Licensed Eucharistic
Ministers and Four Active Eucharistic
Visitors to assist and serve the rector.

Altar Guild
Twenty people on the altar guild help
prepare services for the altar.

WORSHIP
The two principal Sunday morning services
are classically Episcopal and centered on
the Eucharist. Both adhere to the Book of
Common Prayer and include pipe organ
accompaniment.
The early service at 8:00 am is a Rite I
ceremony with no choir and minimal hymn
singing. The later service at 10:15 a.m. is a
Rite II, and offers classical choral music
from the Cathedral Choir. For members who
prefer a less formal ceremony, a recently
started Sunday evening Rite II service is
offered the fourth Sunday at 5:00p.m.,
which includes guitars and a music team.
Holy days, major feasts and seasonal
celebrations are the norm. Togendowagan
9/4/2017

Society, a Native American Society
worships at St. Peter’s every 2nd and 4th
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. from October through
June.

Our desire is to draw nearer to God, to
study the scriptures to clarify God’s desire
for us and live out God’s word, and to be a
welcoming Christian Family.

Youth Ministry
The Youth Ministry offers religious training
and bible based education for children ages
4 until middle school. Lessons are generally
offered during the 10:15 service, and are
creative, fun and engaging. The goals are to
teach our children the stories of the Bible
and relevance to their daily lives, as well
as basic Episcopal liturgy. Recent projects
include filling up shoeboxes to send to
impoverished children around the world,
baking bread for communion, the ever
popular Christmas pageant, singing in
church and a Lenten prayer intensive. The
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teachers are mostly volunteers from the
parish, although we currently have a part
time director of Christian Education who is
planning the program and scheduling for the
upcoming year.

Camp Marshall
Camp Marshall is our diocesan church
camp located on Flathead Lake. Camp
kicks off the summer season with Grace
Camp, a ministry for children with
incarcerated parents. St. Peter’s and all of
the diocese is involved in raising funding
and volunteer support for this special
ministry. The camp also offers junior,
middler, and senior high camps throughout
the summer. Many of our youth group
children attend camp. St Peters offers
scholarships to children both within our
parish and greater community.

Youth Group
We have a strong youth community that
meets on Wednesday evenings and
includes middles and high school age
children. While clergy have always been
involved with leading this group we are
blessed to have two deeply committed
volunteers. The spring of 2017 we
graduated more than half of our core
group. We are now in the process of previsioning and growing.

ADULT FORMATION
Opportunities for ongoing adult formation
are available throughout the church year.

Typically we begin with fellowship and
dinner followed by bible study and games.
Occasionally we do a fun night and might
watch a movie, play in the park next door,
or take a walk downtown for ice cream. On
occasion we will have a service night. This
past year we volunteered at the food bank,
community garden, and sang Christmas
carols at a local nursing home.
9/4/2017

On Sunday mornings we gather between
the two services and on weekday evenings
to discuss various topics, varying from
ongoing Bible study, books on spirituality,
religion, issues of social justice, the Book of
Common Prayer, and Episcopal 101.
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Foyers
We have an active Foyers dinner group
that regularly meets to share meals,
fellowship and support.

Rally Sunday
A successful and fulfilling fellowship
opportunity is “Rally Sunday.” This is St.
Peter’s annual picnic held at Spring
Meadow Lake State Park. This service
provides a relaxed, out-door offering where
community members are renewed through
communion, liturgy of the word, alternative
‘familiar’ worship music accompanied by
guitars and includes fellowship as we share
a delicious meal.

Annual York hike, bike & burgers
A fun day to enjoy the beauty of one of our
outdoor trails then meet for fellowship and
burgers at the York Bar.

MINISTRIES

In our baptism we promise to proclaim by
word and example the Good News of God
in Christ, seeking and serving Christ in all
persons.

In seeking to serve our community, St.
Peter’s has a variety of ministries both
within the church and the greater
community. At the forefront, we have a
deeply committed Social Concerns
committee that guides our congregation in
outreach to our community.

Social Concerns
Included in our services to others are
serving dinners at God’s Love homeless
shelter; collecting food for Food Share, our
local food pantry; participating in the NAMI
walk to support our local mental health

9/4/2017
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community; and spearheading fundraising
for the Episcopal Relief and Development
Fund. Our Gothic Revival church and
education/administrative building host
several 12-step recovery groups.

Assisted Living Partnership

In 2011, St. Peter’s was part of the
founding group for Family Promise in
Helena. Today, St. Peter’s participates in
this ministry with 27 other congregations.
Along with several other church
denominations in the Helena area, we are
a hosting church for the Greater Helena
Family Promise network. This continues to
be one of the major ministries of St.
Peter’s.

Partnership with Cooney Home care
facilities since January 2014, a monthly
non-communion service has been held at
the Nursing Home Side of the AppleCooney Home.
We have walked a spiritual journey together
during our prayer services. Christmas
messages have been special services and
also the Easter Service. Over the course of
this past year, musicians from the
community have joined us to share their
talents and lead the music worship.
Our worship leader is embracing a new
season in her life, and will no longer be able
to lead this monthly ministry. Others are
stepping up to continue this vital monthly
ministry.

Suppo
and The
They
Hom

“Even to your old age I will be the same,
and even to your graying years I will
bear you! I have done it, and I will carry
you; And I will bear you and I will deliver
you.”
A parent support group ministry is our
newest service to our community. This
outreach started in 2016.

― Isaiah 46:4

Family Promise
In 2011, St. Peter’s was part of the
founding group for Family Promise in
Helena. Today, St. Peter’s participates in
this ministry with 27 other congregations.
This continues to be one of the major
ministries of St. Peter’s.
St. Peter's teams with the Cathedral of St.
Helena to provide shelter, home cooked
meals and a supportive environment to our
guests.

9/4/2017
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During a recent Family Promise host week,
a flurry of activity was happening in our
church. Our families normally eat in the
fellowship hall, but with the many activities,
we were planning to relocate the Family
Promise guests. However, the other two
groups determined that it was more
important for the Family Promise guests to
feel welcome in the familiar space, so they
arranged to relocate their groups instead.
Later some of the Family Promise guests
offered comments about their experience.
They said the volunteers were ‘so
welcoming, so friendly, and went out of their
way to make them feel cared for and
valued.’

Following our most recent hosting, a single
mom and daughter shared that they feel so
welcomed, so loved, and so seen and
appreciated. Thank you for bringing back
the joy. Thank you for being there for us.
You truly are “100% awesome!!"

appliances. All proceeds benefit St. Peter’s
Cathedral general fund.

The little thrift shop that Blesses!

Serving at God’s Love
St. Peter's volunteers provide a meal and
help serve at God's love, our local homeless
shelter.

Bargain Basement Thrift &
Consignment Shop
In the basement of Wilson Hall is the best
thrift and consignment store in Helena
Montana! The Bargain Basement sells an
assortment of clothes, shoes, accessories,
home goods, jewelry, small furniture, and

9/4/2017
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Angel Tree
When you pick up an Angel Tree tag, you
and The Salvation Army brighten Christmas
for a child in need"

“Like good steward of the manifold grace of
God, serve one another with whatever gift
each of you has received.”
St. Peter's joins many local businesses and
churches in our community to provide gifts
to local children in need.

― 1 Peter 4:10

Stuff the bus
A Community project collecting school
supplies for students in need. St. Peter's
teams with First Student Bus Company,
Helena churches, businesses, service clubs
and agencies to collect school supplies
throughout each summer. Together we help
9/4/2017
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level the playing field for children in Helena
and the surrounding areas who would be
unable to afford basic necessities for
academic success.

Flipper Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, a dedicated
group of our men serve us a delicious
breakfast for a good will offering. The
money raised, helps support our social
concerns committee.

Parent Support Group
Every other Thursday evening year round,
St. Peter’s hosts a two hour Parents
Support Group for parents whose children
are experiencing emotional or behavioral
struggles. Babysitting is provided by
background screened and trained sitters,
who have generally been church members.
The parents have an opportunity to share
their feelings and support one another and
members say that they come to group
because the others in the group “get it”. The
group is open to anyone in the community,
although it is not advertised so as to
maintain a group size which allows all group
members to share if they care to. New
members are referred by therapists and
other mental health providers in the
community, or by group members.

Episcopal Church Women & St
Anne's Guild Ministries
Help support Camp Marshall's annual
Grace Camp, Camp Marshall scholarships,
St Peters kitchen, Family Promise 321 club,
as well as other special projects.

Annual Mother’s Day Tea

9/4/2017

Each year the Episcopal Church Women /
St. Anne's host their famous Mother's Day
Tea.
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Included are a bake sale, flower sale, bird
house sale, a fashion show featuring
Bargain Basement treasures, musical
entertainment by talented young people, as
well as handsome waiters serving tea and
scrumptious goodies.

REFERENCES

Plum pudding
ECW/St. Anne's guild continues a timehonored tradition, the annual making of
Plum Puddings for the holidays. In addition
to the Plum Puddings, Cranberry Puddings
are also available.

9/4/2017

1. Bishop: C. Franklin Brookhart
Phone: 406-442-2230 x104
Email: cfbmt@qwest.net
2. Diocesan Transition Minister: Cannon
Chris Roberts
Diocesan Transition Minister
Phone: 406-442-2230 x103
Email: mtcto@diomontana.com
3. Current Warden/Board Chair Name:
Sara Medley
Email: smedley@mpqhf.org
4. Previous Warden/Board Chair Name:
Charlie Briggs
Email: Cwb1278@gmail.com
Phone: 406-439-7794
5. Search Chair: Dr. Monica Berner
Email: Monica_Berner@bcbsmt.com
Phone: 406-431-9732
6. Parish/Institution Leader Name: Maggie
Stockwell
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Ministry: Family Promise Coordinator,
Social Concerns, Bargain Basement
Email: magnolia9@hotmail.com
Phone: 406-465-0707
7. Local Community Leader Name: Donna
Gleaves
Ministry: Social Concerns, St. Peter’s
Cathedral Council, MT Association of
Christians, MT Partnership to End
Childhood Hunger, Diocese of MT
Standing Committee President.

CONNECTIONS
St. Peter's worshipping communities
website:
 stpeterscathedral.net
Media links to our worshipping community,
audio, video, you tube, etc.:
 stpeterscathedral.net/sermons
 stpeterscathedral.net/links
Our Facebook page offers information about
our faith community:
 Facebook.com/stpetersepiscopalcathedr
al

HELENA
Helena is the Capital City of Montana. It is
home to the world renowned Archie Bray
Foundation for Ceramic Arts, the nationally
noted Helena Symphony, the Myrna Loy
Center, the Holter Museum, Grandstreet
Theater along with two other professional
theatrical companies, three ballet schools
and one professional ballet company, an
active jazz community, and many other arts
organizations and businesses.
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Helena is one of the few gold towns of the
Old West to become a thriving urban center.
It is close to several wilderness areas and
sits on the edge of the Continental Divide in
the middle of some of the U.S.'s most
beautiful landscape and trail systems.
Helena’s population within the city limits is
approximately 30,000, but greater Helena
area population is 69,000 people. State and
federal governments are major source of
jobs. It is home to Carroll College (a four
year liberal arts college), the University of
Montana Technology College, many major
retailers, and strong not-for-profit
community-based organizations.
Traditional areas of agriculture and mining
are still prominently represented in the
areas around Helena. It has daily air travel
to hub cities, Seattle, Minneapolis, Salt
Lake, and Denver. It is a great community to
raise children with strong local schools and
a variety of youth activity in sports, the arts,
and outdoor recreation, including major
skiing areas in close proximity. The housing
market has stayed strong and has good
opportunities from urban to rural settings for
home buyers. The median income for
Helena is $39,500 and the cost of living is
below national averages. Recently Helena
was named “One of the best kept secrets of
the West,” by Sunset Magazine.
Community information
helenachamber.com
MT Chamber of Commerce
montanachamber.com
Montana Tourism
http://www.visitmontana.com/
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