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The Future’s 
Bright

The art landscape is changing rapidly as new bridges are 
built around the globe. Auction houses are switching 

from analogue to digital, while galleries are popping up and 
art experiences are taking off. Behind all this change there is a 
powerful young generation at play – and we think you should get 
to know them.

Words by
SERENA GUEN

ROYA SACHS
CURATOR AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR

How did you get into the industry?
I was exposed to the arts early on, growing up in a creative 
family of designers, authors and artists. A summer internship at 
the Museum of Contemporary Art in Barcelona was a definite 
starting point in leaning towards a creative path. I co-curated my 
first show in 2013 for the Gerson Zevi Gallery, after which I spent 
the autumn working in the Painting and Sculpture Department 
of the MoMA, which helped drive my desire to bring artists and 
concepts together. After that I did a brief stint at Sotheby’s before 
starting work as a full-time independent curator – the rest is 
history.

What’s the one piece of  art that you’d  steal if you got the 
chance? 
A 1910 painting by Kandinsky called Improvisation 7 (Sturm). It’s 
a small oil on canvas that I’ve only ever seen once at the Kandinsky 
retrospective at the Centre Georges Pompidou in 2009, but it has 
stayed with me since then. It’s incredibly discreet, yet evokes a 
raw whirlwind of colour and movement.

Which countries do you think are the most exciting for art? 
Brazil is bustling with amazing young artists, especially in 
São Paulo. The UK is constantly evolving in the arts – more 
specifically the Glasgow School of Art – Martin Boyce and David 
Shrigley are two of my favourites from there. And Japan for its 
innovative technology and experiential artists like Ryoji Ikeda 
and Mariko Mori.

Favourite museum? 
The Schaulager in Basel designed by Herzog & de Meuron.

DYLAN BRANT
DEALER, CURATOR AND CO-FOUNDER AT Y&S

How did you get into the industry?
I grew up in a family that is very passionate about art. As a child 
I was led around my house by my father and asked to name the 
artist that painted a picture. If I got the question right I won a 
dollar; if I got it wrong I lost a dollar.

What’s the one piece of  art  that you’d  steal if you got the 
chance?
I wouldn’t steal a piece of art – that’s not what it’s about. 

Which artist  (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner 
party?
Bruce Springsteen and my friend Christopher Johnson – no one 
else. It wouldn’t be a dinner party; it would be at a bar and we 
would talk about music, life and art and then we would jam and 
it would be epic. 

Which countries do you think are the most exciting for art? 
America because we’re always number one. 

The gallery you always come back to?
Gavin Brown’s Enterprise in New York.

A memorable art moment?
When I met my friend Vivian and began to figure out I wasn’t the 
only person my age (18) who had a deep passion and love for art, 
and I decided that I wanted to work in the industry. Moments 
like those remind me that a common passion is the most powerful 
unifier. 

Favourite museum?
The Met – no questions asked.
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TIFFANY ZABLUDOWICZ
CURATOR

How did you get into the industry?
I was exposed to art from a young age through my family’s 
collection. But I only really acknowledged art fully when I 
started studying art history for my A levels at school. From then 
on I was hooked. 

Which artist  (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner 
party?
I would invite Salvador Dalí, because footage of his Dizzy Dalí 
Dinner in 1941 looks like the best dinner party ever, with live 
frogs jumping off the plates and Mrs Dalí dressed as a unicorn 
sitting on a red velvet bed.

Which countries do you think are the most exciting for art? 
Recently a lot of the artists I’ve been looking at come from 
Canada, including my favourite – Jon Rafman – as well as Chloe 
Wise, Melanie Gilligan and so many others. I haven’t made it out 
to Montreal and Toronto yet, but from a distance, there seems to 
be a strong cultural scene. 

Your favourite museum?
Sir John Soane’s Museum in London. It was his home and his 
crazy passion still fills the place with a wonderful and strange 
atmosphere. He had to create moving walls in the picture gallery 
to hang three times as many paintings as the space technically 
allowed. He even had a monk’s cell in the basement for an 
imaginary monk. 
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MARIA BAIBAKOVA
FOUNDER OF BAIBAKOV ART PROJECTS

How did you get into the industry?
I applied for my very first job in the art world 12 years ago on 
Monster.com. I was a first year at Barnard College in New York, 
and I had no idea what I wanted to do ‘when I grew up,’ so I 
decided to apply for an internship at a contemporary art gallery 
in Chelsea. The interview was interesting – the gallery’s founder 
asked me and a few other candidates what role sugar plays in 
Christian iconography. We had 30 minutes to find the answer. 
While my peers were researching the subject on Google, I 
decided to phone up a local church and asked to speak to a priest 
– I figured he would know the answer immediately, and he did: 
sugar didn’t become ubiquitous until the 16th century, so there is 
no mention of it in the Bible. I was hired immediately for thinking 
outside the box. Even though I didn’t stay at the gallery very long, 
I knew there and then that I would work in the art world. 

What do you like most about the art world?
I love that it stands at the intersection of art history, politics, 
business and technology. I enjoy being intellectually and 
personally challenged by art, and I am particularly passionate 
about working with artists of my generation, because their work 
gives form and narrative to the world around us today. 

Which countries do you think are the most exciting for art? 
Russia of course! I am also excited about the Middle East as a 
wider region – contemporary art there has been incredibly 
interesting over the past five years.

VIVIAN BRODIE
HEAD OF EMERGING ART AT PADDLE8 AND 
CO-FOUNDER AT Y&S

How did you get into the industry?
I interned at Christie’s straight after high school and fell in love 
with contemporary art. I am extremely grateful for the patience 
of the team there and for all the knowledge and expertise they 
shared with me. I still return to some of the building blocks 
I learned at Christie’s now that I’m at Paddle8, where I head 
emerging art sales and am responsible for monthly online 
auctions of contemporary art.

What do you like most about the art world?
For me, art is a lens to experience the world. I choose destinations 
based on museums and exhibitions and learn about every city I 
visit through their contemporary art scene.
 
The gallery you always come back to?
Every year I really look forward to seeing Axel Vervoordt’s stand 
at The European Fine Art Fair in Maastricht. Vervoordt’s taste is 
extraordinary and his ability to mix old and new, figurative and 
abstract, art, design, objects, videos and architecture inspires me 
daily. 

Most memorable art moment?
A recent road trip across the American South to visit museums. 
I finally saw the Chinati Foundation in Marfa, Crystal Bridges in 
Bentonville and the Dallas Museum of Art among many others.

ALEXANDER HELLER
ART DEALER AND GALLERY OWNER

How did you get into the industry?
I am fortunate that my mother is a gallery owner [Leila Heller] 
who surrounded me with art and artists from a very young age.

What’s the one piece of art that you’d steal if you got the 
chance?
Marcel Duchamp’s 1917 piece Fountain – which changed 
everything.
 
Which countries do you think are the most exciting for art? 
At this moment a big point of focus for me is the Middle East, 
seeing as we just opened the largest gallery in the region in 
Dubai. Creating a context for global artists to exhibit in a part 
of the world generally underexposed gives me great hope for art 
collectors in the region.
 
The gallery you always come back to?
I think the Dominique Lévy Gallery presents the most exciting 
thematic exhibitions in New York right now. I also like the 
exhibitions Adam Lindemann puts on at Venus Over Manhattan.

Your favourite museum?
The Beyeler Foundation in Basel, Switzerland is the one I never 
miss. My godmother took me there for the first time when I was 
13 to see a fantastic Picasso exhibition, and I like to think this 
experience is one of the reasons why I do what I do today.
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