Cher Ami

N
The stuffed body of Cher Ami on display at the
Smithsonian Institution

Born May 1910

Died June 13, 1919 (aged 9)
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

Place of display Smithsonian Institution
Allegiance United States of America
Service/branch United States Army
Years of service 1914 - 1918
Unit 77th Division
Battles/wars World War |

1 O . Awards Croix de Guerre

)
11

LOCK is an audio installation based on the movement and sound of Chinatown Centre’s
ost avid frequenters — the local pigeon flock. For the duration of the fair, the recorded
audio of their cooing and wings will intermittently resonate throughout the venue. Bringing
these urban fauna sounds inside the fair will evoke the way humans extract and classify the
reality around them in order purify and exclude what is deemed uncomfortable: con-
sidering certain animals pests, appropriating culture or gentrifying neighbourhoods are
all results of this drive. The project aims at thinking more holistically about the living and
ideological ecosystems that make up our everyday. This map accompanies the piece, and
traces these local pigeons’ behaviours.
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By Chloé Roubert with audio expertise from Kasia Gladk:
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Mr Fantastic, le pigeon le plus cher
au monde: 500.000€!

The Columbian Exchange

From the Americas
to Europe, Africa,
and Asia

maize (corn)

potatoes tomatoes
sweet potatoes _chilli peppers
beans avocados
peanu;s pineapples
squashes cocoa
pumpkins tobacco phieay
P sugar
quinine bananas
(a medicine)

rice cattle
grape (wine)  goats
dandelions sheep
horses chickens
pigs smallpox
pigeons measles
typhus

From Europe, Africa,

and Asia to the

1 1 . Americas




Hllustrations 1. A ‘Jacobin’ pigeon competing during

the Annual Pigeon Association Meeting called The Grand
National in 2010. The first mention of pigeons being bred

for colour appears to be in a poem written by the Greek poet
Homer in 950 BC. Today pigeons are bred according to aes-
thetic standards such as colour (white, grey or “blue”, rust or
“red”), feather texture (curly, long, short, etc.), feather position-
ing (neck, feet, wings, etc.), eye colour (orange, red, grey, etc.)
and morphology. Pigeon fanciers are declining but compete
every year in provincial, regional and national competitions.
(Keep an eye out for these varieties in the city!) Photograph of
Champion Old Dutch Capuchine, Blue Bar OC #1354 Rated
Excellent by Layne Gardner (2010) 2. Package of a Dove soap
bar with the famous icon of a dove. The difference between a
pigeon and a dove is arbitrary because there is none: the dove
is a white pigeon. Pigeons come in many different shades and
plumage patterns. 3. Photograph from 1915 of a Swiss cyclist
part of the mountain troops during WWI with a backpack of
carrier pigeons. The pigeon has the ability to return ‘home’
from long distances and has been used extensively throughout
military history to exchange messages about troop locations,
lost soldiers, battles won and military advancements. Photo-
graph from the Swiss National Museum (1915). 4. Pigeons
were domesticated for their proclivity to reproduce fast and
their natural tendency to always fly home making them the
perfect source of protein (till quite recently pigeon pie was very
common). Indeed a pigeon is very faithful to its nest — both

to its physical location and to the partner it shares it with.
Their fidelity as well as their spring ‘flirting” whereby couple
‘kiss” (exchange the bile necessary to feed their young) have
made doves often the subject of Valentine’s day cards such as
this one. Card from the Museum of London (1860-1879). 5.
On May 25th 2017, the BBC reported that customs officials
in Kuwait had apprehended a pigeon carrying drugs in a
miniature backpack. The bird, caught near the customs build-
ing in Abdali, close to the border with Iraq total had a total of
178 pills in the fabric pocket attached to its back. In the 12th
century AD Sultan Nur-ed-din built pigeon lofts and dovecotes
in the cities of Cairo and Damascus, where pigeons were used
to carry messages from Egypt to cities as far away as Baghdad
in modern day Iraq. This extensive system of communica-
tion, using pigeons to link cities hundreds of miles apart, is
considered to be the first organised pigeon messaging service.
Since then organised crime has been using pigeons quite well
too: in 2015, prison guards in Costa Rica caught a pigeon
carrying cocaine and cannabis in a zipped pouch and in 2011,
Colombian police discovered a pigeon that was unable to fly
over a high prison wall because of the weight of a package

of cocaine and marijuana strapped to it. Screenshot taken

on June 28th 2018 from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-40042260. 6. Many humans are scared of pigeons
and dislike their feces (but have a high tolerance for dogs’) and
as such will go great lengths to scare pigeons away. This con-
traption developed by a brand called Lucifer uses sound waves
proven to affect babies to frighten them away:. It is available for
11 euros on www.amazon.fr. 7. Pigeon whistles (ko-ling), are
used in Beijing extensively: mounted on the tail of a pigeon,
when the bird is in flight the multiple acolian flutes create
beautiful soundscapes. It is a dying art form as more and more
pigeons are used for their more lucrative racing abilities rather
than their musical talents. This multiple aeolian flute is made
from bamboo and was purchased by the Horniman collec-
tions in 1998. 8. Pigeon releases are often used as a form of
celebration or symbolic new beginning. Releasing doves at
weddings are part of this tradition as is the release of peace
doves by the Pope. Famously in 2014 Pope Irancis set free two
doves (for peace in the Ukraine) quickly before being preyed
upon by a seagull and a crow. Generally released pigeons will
fly back to their coop, thanks to their incredible sense of direc-
tion, however some animal activists have called this practice
barbaric as pigeons are quite defenseless and often get attacked
before reaching their homes. Here is a photograph from the
New York City Archives of “Women releasing pigeons” for the
Dominican Republic Participation in New York’s World Fair in
1939. 9. The first historical mention of pigeons being used for
the purposes of sport is in the Jewish Talmud (AD 200 — 500).
Pigeons can fly at average speeds of up to 125 km per hour
but have been recorded flying at 150 km. Pigeon racing is not
only a global sport, it is a rich industry with stud pigeons and
race winners fetching huge sums of money. Mr. Fantastic has
recently been purchased from its Belgian owner by a Chinese
racer for 500,000 euros — the most expensive pigeon in the
world. It is common for pigeons to fail to return home after a
race, with large numbers of birds falling prey to exhaustion,
weather conditions and birds of prey. Many of the survivors
join feral flocks in urban areas and integrate quickly with feral
birds. This is a screenshot of a Belgium magazine covering the
record auction that can be found here: http://wwwlameuse.
be/122147/article/2017-09-06/mr-fantastic-le-pigeon-le-plus-
cher-au-monde-500000eu. 10. Cher Ami was a female pigeon
in the British army. On the 3rd October 1918, 500 British
men from the 77th Infantry were cut off from food and am-
munition and were being bombarded by friendly fire. Within
24 hours over 300 men had died. After two pigeons with the
message “Many wounded, we cannot evacuate”, attached to
their legs were shut down by the Germans, Cher Ami with the
message “We are along road parallel to 276:4. Own artillery is
dropping a barrage directly on us. For Heaven’s sake, stop it!”
flew the 25 miles back to her loft at Division Headquarters in
25 minutes; and this through enemy fire and despite having
been shot through the breast, blinded in one eye, covered in
blood, and with a leg hanging by only a tendon. She is often
identified as a he, was awarded the Croix de Guerre and a
little wooden leg. This is a screenshot of her Wikipedia page.
11. Originally from the cliffs of the Mediterranean and
Middle-East, Mesopotamian cuneiform tablets and Egyptian
hieroglyphics suggest that pigeons were domesticated more
than 5,000 years ago. Europeans brought them over to the
Americas for food mainly but also as a form of entertainment
and company. As they escaped they adapted well to our city
buildings’ ledges (they resemble their native Mediterranean
settings). This Columbia Exchange diagram demonstrates the
other forms of fauna and flora that were exchanged between
continents. 12 + 13. Pigeon Coops exist throughout the world
and history. This diagram of a 17th century pigeon coop from
France and photograph from 1929 taken of a Lower East Side
pigeon coop illustrate the different forms of habitat humans
have created for pigeons. Pigeon coops need to be elevated,
permit entry, be airy and clean. If once all urban roofs had
pigeon coops, their numbers are decreasing throughout the
world with modernity’s new pets, new forms of entertainment
and new foods replacing pigeons.
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