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The Vision that Guides Us
Vision committee elder Mark Neher and I made a deal in early September. If Session
didn’t come to consensus on a new vision statement in our September meeting, we
would ask for a separate meeting to give us time to wordsmith without the pressure of
the church business that is a part of our regular meetings.
The Process
Over two years of weekly meetings, the Vision Committee developed a page-long list
of descriptive terms that sum up MPC -- where we are, and where we want to be. In
May, the congregation gathered to dream up vision statements using those terms.
Session kept those brainstorms in mind as we worked to forge a vision statement in
our June, August and September meetings. Finally, we came to consensus!
MPC’s new vision statement is:
A nurturing, inclusive community
growing in faith and service.
What is it for?
A vision statement is intended to communicate what God is leading us to do as a
community of faith, as well as where and how it will happen. As we wrote, Mark asked
us, “Is it inspirational? Clear? Memorable? Concise?” We strove to include four key
words that emerged through the process: faith, service, community, growth.
What’s next?
Each committee is developing a list of 3-5 action items that embody or are inspired by
the vision statement. These are actions that each committee is excited to work on, on
its own or with another committee. These are not ideas of things for someone else to
do. Action items will be prioritized and will become a strategic plan for the church.
So many good things are happening in our community right now. We as a session are
excited about where we are headed as a community of faith!

— Pastor Katie Pate

Worship, Teaching and Community
World Communion Sunday, October 4

♦ 10 a.m. Worship with Communion, Peacemaking Offering
♦ 11:15 a.m. Church School Children’s Ministry: “Who was Jesus?”
♦ 12 p.m. Family* Taizé Memorial Service for Bill Geister (*biological
family and church family)
♦ 3 p.m. Public Celebration of Life for Bill Geister, Clackamas High School

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 11

♦ 10 a.m. Worship
♦ 11:15 a.m. Church School Adult Education: Embracing Spiritual
Awakening: Part I; Children’s Ministry: “God in Nature”
♦ 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
♦ 7 p.m. High School Youth Group

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, October 18

♦ 10 a.m. Worship
♦ 11:15 a.m. Church School Adult Education: Embracing Spiritual
Awakening, Part II: “Believing”, Children’s Ministry: “The Bible and How
We Use It”
♦ 5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
♦ 7 p.m. High School Youth
Group

Twenty-Second Sunday
after Pentecost, October 25
♦ 10 a.m. Worship
♦ 11:15 a.m. Fellowship,
featuring Donut Holes
♦ 6 p.m. Pumpkin Carving
Competition

Intergenerational @ MPC
Pumpkin Carving On Sunday, October 25 the youth will
be hosting a Pumpkin Carving competition in the fellowship
hall. We will have food and coffee, cider, and hot chocolate.
We will be providing some pumpkins or you are welcome to
bring your own pumpkin.

Adult Education Hour
October sees the launch of our Embracing Spiritual
Awakening DVD and Conversation series! We’ll be
exploring ideas from author Diana Butler Bass on what
Christianity may look like “beyond religion and beyond
the church.” We’ll have two sessions in October and
wrap up the series in November. The October topics are:
Session 1: Arriving – October 11th
Session 2: Believing – October 18th
Diana Butler Bass is a best-selling author of multiple
books examining dimensions of religion and spirituality
in today’s secular world.

Read Eat And Discuss Book Club
Date Change
READ meets on Sunday evening, October 18, at the home of Dave and
Cynthia DeVore. We will share a potluck meal together at 6 p.m. and
discuss the book beginning at 7 p.m. You are all invited and welcome
to join us for the meal or just the discussion.
This fall’s selection is Peace Meals by journalist Anna Badkhen.

— Cherie Kennedy

Children’s Ministry
September saw the beginning of the Church School
year. We started off with sharing ideas of how to make
the classroom a comfortable place for learning and
fun. With some help from volunteers and the creative
ideas from the children, the classroom will start to
transform into something great! In the following weeks
we’re exploring our own definitions of God and how to
see God every aspect of life.!
In October, we will explore who Jesus was, our
traditions and how divine energy flows through all of
us. The children will learn of Jesus through a story of
empowerment and see personal connections to the
person Jesus was. As we learn about the Bible, we will
learn its history, uses and how to reference it in
everyday life. The lesson on divine energy will touch on
What%does%God%look%like?%%
music, art and connecting with our community. Best of
all, on Sunday, October 25, there will be a pumpkin-carving contest! Look in the
weekly bulletin for further details!
If you have any questions, concerns or would like to volunteer to help with the
Children's Ministry, please contact me, Sabina, at cmc@milwaukiepres.org.
With Halloween quickly approaching, be sure to enjoy the festivities and stay safe!
You can find many great safety tips here (with your parents permission):
http://www.safekids.org/tip/halloween-safety-tips

October Church School
Church school for ages 3 – 5th grade meets upstairs Sundays after worship
October 4: Who was Jesus?
October 11: God in Nature
October 18: The Bible and How We Use It
October 25: Fellowship, featuring Donut Holes

— Sabina Shaughnessy, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Youth News
October Youth Calendar
Date
Sat. 10/3
Sun. 10/11
Sun. 10/18
Fri. 10/23
Sun. 10/25

Time
Meet at MPC 11:30a.m.
Noon at the Festival
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Evening
(5:45 p.m. set up)
6:30 p.m. event

Event and Details
Greek Festival. Bring $10 for food.
Middle School Youth
High School Youth
Middle School Youth
High School Youth
Corn Maze w/ Moreland Presbyterian and
Holy Family Catholic
Pumpkin Carving Competition
Hosting for Youth Mission

October Youth Highlights
Greek Festival Each year the Greek Orthodox Church in Portland hosts a Greek

Festival for the first weekend of October. This is an opportunity to experience another
faith, enjoy another cultural tradition and have some amazing food! We will be going
for a few hours on Sat., Oct. 3. Meet at MPC at
11:30 a.m. if you want a ride. I suggest $10 for
food and drink.

Corn Maze On Fri., Oct. 23 we will join

Moreland Presbyterian and Holy Family Catholic
to go to a local corn maze. Details are coming
soon so stay tuned.

Pumpkin Carving On Sun., Oct. 25 we will
host a Pumpkin Carving competition in the
fellowship hall. We will have food and coffee,
cider, and hot chocolate. We will be providing
some pumpkins or you are welcome to bring
your own pumpkin.

Upcoming Youth Events

!

Triennium 2016 - This coming July, MPC youth will join a large delegation of

teenagers at Triennium, the national Presbyterian youth gathering held every
three years in West Lafayette, Indiana on the campus of Purdue University. If you
are interested in joining us, it is a fun, exciting, incredible week. The gathering is
open to all those entering high school in 2016 up to graduated seniors. As we are
traveling as a large group, registration for the trip is due by December 11th, along
with a $200 deposit. More info can be found at presbyterianyouthtriennium.org.
Contact Doug for details and questions.

YouthCon 2015 - Each year in the fall the Cascades Presbytery has hosted

high school and middle school retreats called CPYA and Middle School Mania
respectively. This year we are combining them into what we are calling YouthCon
2015. This retreat will be at Aldersgate near Salem, and will include guest speakers
from the Yakima Nation, and churches from all over Oregon. Different tracks will
be available for different ages, with an overall focus on racial justice. Cost is still
TBD. Contact Doug by November 3rd if you would like to attend.

— Doug Vitro, Youth Ministry Director

October is prime planning time for MPC’s
“Busy Hands Craft Fair”!
How can you help support this all-church event coming
November 7?
• Come to the Craft Fair and enjoy the offerings!
• Invite a friend or neighbor to join you
• Build a gift raffle basket (usually worth about $60)
• Bake a pie for the Craft Café (at least 15 pies are the
goal)
• Bake brownies, cookies, cupcakes or other items for the
Youth Bake Sale (proceeds benefit youth missions)
• Sign up to greet attendees as they enter
We welcome your participation in the craft fair! Let us know in what way you want to
be part of this dynamic all-church event that supports Christmas Boxes and Youth
Missions.

— Pat Carter

Photo Directory
Signups

Couldn’t make the September dates? Portraits
will also be taken Thursday, October 15, Friday, October 16
and Saturday, October 17. Sign up in the Narthex on Sundays
or online at milwaukiepres.org (Monday-Saturday).

Help Wanted Volunteers needed to greet people as they
arrive to have portraits taken. Do you have good photos of
recent church events? Give them to Jackie Freeman for
possible inclusion in the directory collage pages. They will be
returned to you.

— Pat Carter

Address Updates
Maxine Chaney 13669 Gaffney Ln Unit #109, Oregon City 97045
Mary Kulm 8603 SE Causey Ave. Apt. 208, Happy Valley 97086
971-645-0403 cell, 503- 594-2518 home
Ben & Helen Ellis 14314 SE Webster Road, A-3 Milwaukie 97267
Jone MacCulloch & Chuck Caputo 12233 SE 104th Ct, Happy Valley 97086
Melissa & Rick Thomsen 1942 Sunburst Terrace, West Linn 97068

Calendaring Building Use
As we begin our season of busyness here at MPC, just a
reminder that all events and activities must be calendared
through the office, which means contacting Colby directly. We
want to be able to accommodate everyone’s needs and also be
welcoming to the community. Please call the office at
503.654.7782 or email office@milwaukiepres.org to get your
event on the calendar.

Resources for the Journey
Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim by Edward
Hays Don’t let the woo-woo title dissuade you. This book

contains vibrant prayers for all times and seasons. Some of
my favorites are “A Psalm of Flexibility” and “A Psalm Before
Beginning Work.”

Peace of Mind: Becoming Fully Present by
Thich Nhat Hanh Just looking at the lovely cover of
this book is a calming experience. Do you long for calm?
Take a deep breath and pick up this book.

Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the
Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber True
stories, real life, salty language. This book isn’t for everyone, but it will hit the spot for
fans of Bolz-Weber’s honest and direct take on the spiritual journey.

The World Beyond Your Head: On Becoming an Individual in an
Age of Distraction by Matthew B. Crawford Some of you might have
read Crawford’s first book, Shop Class as Soulcraft. The World Beyond Your Head
inspires deep thinking about what matters most in life, and where we want to invest
our attention. I quoted this book in a sermon on Sky Sunday.
Happy reading!

— Pastor Katie

Not-Just Prayer Shawls Ministry
October 20, noon @ MPC
Do you knit or crochet or quilt? Would you like to learn?
Through this group we have an opportunity to offer
tangible signs of love , support, and prayers to our
community. Together we create lovingly crafted gifts
and have time to share in fellowship with one another.
Contact Marilyn Barnes (503.659.9837) or Kristen
Hamilton-Sutherland (503.558.1209) with questions.

Session Updates
What’s going on at church? In its September meeting, Session took the following
actions:
•

Approved a one-year term as Treasurer for Jill Winegar.

•

Approved one-year terms on Personnel for Lynette Hall and Julie Bauder.

•

Hired Heather Hobson as our Office Assistant, to verify the offering and deposit
it in the bank.

•

Approved a motion to open an account at OnPoint Credit Union to keep the
Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Grant separate from other church accounts
and simplify accounting procedures.

•

Approved the use of investment earnings to fund a new Adult Education plan.

•

Approved a new Vision Statement (see cover letter).

•

Approved the following donation corner calendar:
Sept./Oct. Backpack Buddies
Nov./Dec. Christmas Boxes
Feb./March Clackamas Womens Services
April/May Clackamas Service Center
July Christmas in July/School Supplies

•

Treasurer Jill Winegar reported that despite fluctuations in the market, the
principal of our investments is covered.

•

Treasurer Jill Winegar highlighted the fact that there is no carryover this year
to bolster the budget. At the end of August 2015, the balance was $8,439,
versus $18,921 at the end of August 2014.

Session Gratitudes
A big thank you to the following people and groups who made a big difference at MPC
in September:
•

Orange Line Opening Celebration volunteers Andi Coover, Carolee Neighorn,
Shirley Stageberg, Kelcie Vitro, Jill Winegar and staff Doug Vitro and Katie Pate
handed out popsicles and limeade to passersby headed to the new MAX
station. Many thanks to Claire Hobson for donating frozen fruit bars and Rusty
Garrison for donating limeade for the event. Photo Directory Team volunteers
Pat Carter, Andi Coover, Jackie Freeman and Mary Kulm have worked hard to
make this new directory a success.

•

Pancake Breakfast Volunteers: Chris, Grant & Grace Didway, Marcie Moller,
Saylor, Coleman & Mark Neher, Nathan, Owen & Marci Hartson, Kristen & Ryan
Hamilton-Sutherland, Kelcie Vitro.

•

The Choir for lifting up beautiful music in worship services.

•

Building and Grounds volunteers Tom Richardson, Mark Duntley, Jon Cottrell
who keep our property looking great.

— The Session

Thoughts on Stewardship
Stewardship is not just “once a year”. It is making a choice everyday
about how we live.
Imagine what would it be like if:
•

we all harvested our gardens generously?

•

we all drove our cars generously?

•

we all smiled generously?

•

we all helped each other generously?

•

everyone knew Milwaukie Presbyterian as a generous church?

— Cherie Kennedy
!

!

October Donation
Corner
Backpack Buddies - Breakfast for
All Campaign

The fall “Breakfast for All” Campaign is going
through October! We are collecting four
breakfast items for Backpack Buddies at Oak
Grove Elementary. Backpack Buddies is a
national grassroots program partnering local
churches and service groups with schools to
provide extra weekly nutrition for school-age
children experiencing food insecurity over the
weekends. MPC has been partnered with the
Milwaukie Lions Club for 7 years to serve Oak Grove Elementary students.
We are currently accepting cash and food donations. The following items can be
brought to church and placed at the donation corner:
•
•
•
•

1-1.5 oz. boxes of raisins
Packets of instant oatmeal (plain or flavored)
9-20 oz. boxed or cello bagged cereal (small enough for a backpack, but bigger
than individual size)
16-20 oz. plastic jars of peanut butter (light enough for a kindergartner to carry
home)

!
Thank you for helping to give a good nutritional boost to children in need.

— Cynthia DeVore, Backpack Buddies Team

Look for information coming up in November for the Christmas
Box Campaign!
!
!

!

Giving Update, 2015-2016

Deacons

Elders

As of 8/31/2015
General Fund Income:
Transfers from Savings:
Expenses:
Difference:

Personnel
Madeline Davis
Property
Rusty Garrison
Youth
Chris Didway
Christopher Jenkins

2016
Kim Adams
Carolee Neighorn
Richard Nelson
Mary Surface

Actual to date
$45,621.45
$0
$39,132.08
$6,489.37

Budget to date
$35,332.00
$2,600.00
$37,896.00

Outreach
Linda Marquam
Vision
Mark Neher
Hospitality
Vacant

2017
Wayne Sabin
Sarah Carver
Tom Muti
Phyllis Zimmerman

Annual Budget
$215,000.00
$15,600.00
$230,600.00
$(15,600.00)
Surplus/(Deficit)

Christian Enrichment
Vacant
Stewardship
Cherie Kennedy
Worship
Kelley Gutman
Finance
Claire Hobson

2018
Lynette Hall
Bill Marquam
Cheryl Decker

Email or drop a note in the church office to be added to the MPC mailing list,
or to receive our weekly enews.
The deadline for the November newsletter is October 15.
Send submissions to office@milwaukiepres.org.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

October
4
10 a.m. Worship, World Communion Sunday
11:15 a.m. Church School
Noon Geister Family Taizé Service
3 p.m. Celebration of the Life of Bill Geister @
Clackamas High School

5

11
10 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Church School

12

5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
7 p.m. High School Youth Group
25
10 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Fellowship, featuring Donut Holes

6 p.m. Pumpkin Carving contest

!

2

2015

Monday through Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
You can also find our church calendar online at
www.milwaukiepres.org/calendar

6
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ Libbie’s
8:30 a.m. All-Staff meeting

7

Saturday
3

Office Hours:

Youth to Greek
Festival,
meet @ MPC
11:30 a.m.
7 p.m. Deacons

7 p.m. AA

8

9

10

4 p.m. Rent Well
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
13
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ Libbie’s

14

7 p.m. AA
15

4 p.m. Rent Well

5:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
7 p.m. High School Youth Group
18
10 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Church School
11:30 a.m. Outreach Committee

Friday

19

6 p.m. Boy Scouts
26
5 p.m. Northwest
Housing
Alternatives board
meeting
6 p.m. Boy Scouts

October
Newsletter
Deadline

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

20
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ Libbie’s
8:30 a.m. Program Staff meeting
10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
Noon Not-just Prayer Shawls
4 p.m. Rent Well
6 p.m. Boy Scouts

21

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

7 p.m. Session
Minutes Review

27
8 a.m. Men’s Group @ Libbie’s

28

29

4:45 p.m. Worship Committee

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

17
Photo
Directory

Photo Directory

Photo Directory

7 p.m. Session

4 p.m. Rent Well

16

22

7 p.m. AA
23

24

Youth @ Corn Maze
7 p.m. AA
30

31

