Fall 2016

BAY WAVES
JOIN US FOR BAY BASH 2016
October 13 * 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. * Five Rivers Delta Resource Center

W

Above: Casi (kc) Callaway presents the 2015 Bay
Bash Award to Skipper Tonsmeire.

e will be hosting Bay Bash, our annual celebration of Mobile Bay, on
Thursday, October 13 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Five Rivers Delta
Resource Center. Taste fresh Gulf seafood from local restaurants, sip on beer,
wine, and cocktails, bid on items from the silent auction, and enjoy live music
overlooking the beautiful Mobile-Tensaw Delta. The event serves as our
annual meeting and each year we honor a different member of Baykeeper who
has played a significant role in shaping the organization into what it is today.
This year, we are excited to honor Jack Greer, family owner of Greer’s Markets
and a founding member of Mobile Baykeeper. Tickets are $50 for non-members
(membership included in purchase) and $35 for members. To purchase tickets
and receive more information, visit mobilebaykeeper.org or call 251-433-4229.

Bay Bash Sponsors: Austal, Coastal Bank and Trust, Volkert, Bay Gourmet Catering, BLUEGill Restaurant,
Boudreaux’s Cajun Grill, Fresh Seafood Distributors, Half Shell Oyster House, Mobile Oyster Company, Naman’s
Catering, and more to come! To become a sponsor or donate items to the silent auction, please contact Justine Herlihy at jherlihy@mobilebaykeeper.org.
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BP RESTORATION UPDATE

uring the month of September, the State of Alabama’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the
Federal RESTORE Council and the Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Trustee Implementation Group
(TIG) have hosted meetings to inform the community on updates to plans, next steps, and ways for the community to
become engaged. Mobile Baykeeper’s team is attending all meetings and working to ensure open lines of communication, a
strong commitment to comprehensive and significant environmental restoration projects, and a defensible process that includes
community and scientific review. Your involvement in these processes is critical. Please do not hestitate to contact us with
any questions you have may on this issue. We can help answer any of the following questions and more:
* What are the funding sources and what can be funded?
* Who are the decision makers?
* How do I submit a project idea?
* How can I comment on a proposed project?
* What is the process for decision-making?
Six and a half years later, funding has begun for projects across the Gulf and throughout Alabama. We need you engaged to
ensure the best possible projects are funded that will have a positive impact on our environment, community, and ecomomy.
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UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY TO ACCESS
THE ENVIRONMENT

T

echnology continues to play an integral role in the way we interact with the environment. Therefore, we are
constanly trying to utilize it more effectively to educate citizens on important issues and engage them in the work
we do. Learn how you can better connect to the environment by using each of the three web tools listed below.
Sewage Spill Explorer

1. Track Sewer Spills in Coastal Alabama.
In 2015, there were more than 7 million gallons of sewage spilled
throughout Mobile and Baldwin Counties. As a result, we created the
Sewage Spill Explorer to better inform the public and make this data
more accessible. This innovative web tool uses Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) technologies to empower users to map, track, and analyze
sewer spills by water body, street address, date occurred, and by utility
provided. By utilizing this tool, users with Internet access from a mobile
or computer device will be able to stay current on sewer spills in Coastal
Alabama in a clear and visually appealing manner.
For more information about the Sewage Spill Explorer, please visit mobilebaykeeper.org/sewer
or contact Program Director Cade Kistler at ckistler@mobilebaykeeper.org.

Water Rangers Issue Reporter

2. Report Pollution and Monitor Water Quality.
Through funding from a partnership with AM/NS Calvert and the Mobile
Bay National Estuary Program (MBNEP), Mobile Baykeeper has guided
the development of the Water Rangers “Issue Reporter”, an online web tool
that allows users to monitor water quality and report pollution. Citizens
can use the reporting tool from their smart phone, tablet, or computer to
submit geo-located photos, a description of the issue, and other relevant
details. Your report is then submitted to Baykeeper staff and, using the tool,
we will update you of the status of each issue as we work to resolve them. If
you notice pollution or other environmental issues in your area, be sure to
use this tool and report it!
For more information, please visit mobilebaykeeper.org/swamp or contact Program Director
Cade Kistler at ckistler@mobilebaykeeper.org.

Swim Guide

3. Know Where It’s Safe to Swim.
Summer may be winding down, but that doesn’t mean you still can’t go for
a swim and enjoy the warm fall weather. Before you head out to your
favorite beach or swimming hole, make sure you know the water quality
status of your destination. Download the free Swim Guide app on your
mobile or computer device to monitor 23 different swimming locations in
Mobile and Baldwin Counties. Sites are tested regularly by the Alabama
Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) and information is
then updated by Mobile Baykeeper Program Staff. Swim safely this fall!
To learn more about the Swim Guide, visit mobilebaykeeper.org/swim-guide or contact
Program and Grants Coordinator Laura Jackson at ljackson@mobilebaykeeper.org.
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18 YEARS WITH MOBILE
BAYKEEPER!
We would like to honor our
Executive Director Casi (kc)
Callaway for 18 incredible years at
Mobile Baykeeper. She started back
in 1999 as the first staff member
in Baykeeper history and has since
grown the organization to a
full-time staff of eight supported by
more than 4,000 members today.
We are beyond grateful for all of
her efforts over the years. Thank
you for everything, Casi!

STAFF CHANGES

Cade Kistler
Program Director

Laura Jackson
Program and Grants Coordinator

We are excited to announce two new changes to the
Baykeeper staff. Cade Kistler, who previously served as
Program Coordinator, has been promoted to Program
Director. Laura Jackson, who previously served as
Membership Coordinator, is now serving as Program and
Grants Coordinator. We are confident they will be an
outstanding team for the Program Staff moving forward.
Congratulations Cade and Laura!

APPLE SNAIL ROUNDUP

Saturday, October 8
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Langan Park
Join us to prevent the Island Apple
Snail from spreading into the Bay and
the Delta. Volunteers with canoes
and kayaks are encouraged to attend.
Cleanup equipment and drinks will
be provided. Please dress comfortably!

THANK YOU AUSTAL!

We are very fortunate to have Austal supporting us as
one of our corporate sponsors. Thank you for joining our
efforts for clean water, clean air, and healthy communities!

BOARD UPDATES

Pictured above (L to R, Top to Bottom): Bert Prater, Cullan Duke, Steve McClure, Mel Washington, Paul Myrick, Rebecca Williams, Debbie Quinn, Benson
O’Connor, Bryan Pape, Laura Byrne, Amy Powell, Sam St. John, Ray Mayhall,
and Wayne Keith. Not pictured: Kellie Hope and Lee Adams.

Our Board of Directors were instrumental in guiding us
through the strategic planning process for the next three
years. We are very thankful for their time, talents, and
treasure. The future looks bright for Mobile Baykeeper!
If you are interested in becoming involved with the board, please contact
Casi (kc) Callaway at callaway@mobilebaykeeper.org.

WELCOME LAURA!
We are thrilled to welcome Laura
Curtis to the Leadership Committee
of the Young Advisory Council. She
has been a very active member of
Baykeeper and will be a valuable asset
to the Young Advisory Council moving
forward. Welcome Laura!

450 C Government Street
Mobile, AL 36602

Become a member today for the best possible tomorrow!
Name:_____________________________
Address:___________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________
Phone:_____________________________
Email:_____________________________

Checks made payable to:
Mobile Baykeeper
450 C Government Street
Mobile, AL 36602
*Help us go paperless and pay online!

Visit us on the web at
www.mobilebaykeeper.org

SUSTAINABILITY UPDATE

On Earth Day 2016, we launched
the #ReduceTheUse Campaign to
challenge businesses and individuals
to reduce their use of single-use
plastic straws, plastic bottles, and
plastic bags.

We collaborated with UMS-Wright to assist them in
the development of #BulldogsGoGreen, an
on-campus recycling program of paper, plastic, and
aluminum products.

We partnered with The
Haberdasher to recycle more than
23,000 aluminum cans and glass
bottles from the Dauphin Street Beer
Festival. What a huge team effort!

For more information about our sustainability efforts, please contact Jamie Bullock at jbullock@mobilebaykeeper.org.

