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ISSUES UPDATE 
 

A.  Coal Ash  

What’s New?  
Alabama Power has decided to cap-in-place the coal ash 
pond at Barry Steam Plant despite evidence it is not a 
viable option.  

Other states do not believe cap-in-place will work. 
Southern states including Virginia, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, and Georgia have all decided excavation of coal 
ash is the only method when a site is near water and/or by 
the coast where hurricanes and sea level rise are possible. 
All agree that cap-in-place is not going to work given the 
evidence of failures across the country.  
 
Alabama Power’s decision to cap-in-place is not a viable 
option given their ongoing violations and risk factor. The 
coal ash needs to be excavated and placed in a lined, upland 
landfill away from water sources.  

 
The Details 

Alabama Power’s Barry Steam Plant contains a 597-acre pond holding back 21 million tons of toxic coal ash. Per 
EPA’s Coal Combustion Residual (CCR) rule, the company is no longer allowed to wet store coal ash due to 
breaches of coal ash dams into waterways across the nation. The rule lays out two options for companies to close 
their ponds 1) Cap-in-place or 2) Excavate into a lined landfill - all based on site characteristics.  
 
The dam currently has problems – there is no liner and as seen in their own testing data the coal ash is reaching 
and polluting groundwater. A dam breach is also a real potential – the dam is located along Mobile River within 
the 100-yr floodplain in a coastal environment prone to tropical weather. There is strong evidence that the 
location of the ash pond is unsafe for coal ash disposal and storage. Located in a low-lying swamp adjacent to 
the Mobile River, it was built over a small creek and is prone to flooding. Field investigations conducted regularly 
over the past two years and testing by a certified, independent lab show evidence of ongoing and illegal 
groundwater pollution at Plant Barry. Lastly, there is also a very real possibility the pond’s dam could fail, 
catastrophically polluting the Mobile River, Delta, and the Bay with this toxic coal ash.  

Mobile Baykeeper is working to get the public, elected officials, businesses and civic groups are educated and 
speaking up about this liability and issue impacting Coastal Alabama.  

 
How Can You Get Involved? 

Take Action! Write Alabama Power and tell them that the coal ash at Plant Barry needs to be dug up and moved 
away from the Delta so it does not threaten the Delta, Bay and our way of life for decades to come. 
 

I. Ensuring Responsible Growth 
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B.  Deepening and Widening the Mobile Ship Channel 

What’s New? 

The Corps is currently incorporating comments from the Draft 
Supplemental Impact Statement (DSEIS) and will release the final 
draft sometime during the 2019 summer. There will be another 
opportunity to provide public comment at this time. Follow the 
progress of the GRR by signing up for the listserve and reading the 
biweekly updates. 

The Details  

The Corps released the DSEIS late July and indicated there would be 
“no effects” from this major expansion project.  

The Corps received comment letters from the community during a 
45-day comment period that ended in September 2018. Mobile 
Baykeeper reviewed the study and found major flaws including 
inadequate hydrological models, oyster models, and limiting ship 
wake studies. Our action alert generated nearly 150 letters within 
three days from community members.  

We will continue to work with the Corps to require a sufficient study for this large infrastructure improvement in 
Mobile Bay. 

How Can You Get Involved? 

Call (251-433-4229) or email (lstone@mobilebaykeeper.org) staff if you have comments, questions, or concerns 
related to this issue. Stay tuned to our website, e-newsletter, and social media in the coming weeks for additional 
updates. 

C. Oil Response and Recovery 

What’s New?  

At the first public workshop on restoration funding post 
BP/Deepwater Horizon Oil Disaster, State of Alabama officials 
unveiled their new website (www.alabamacoastalrestoration.org) and 
showcased that to date $711 Million has been spent on the following 
areas: 
 
• Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources (6%) 
• Support and Enhance Community Resilience (7%) 
• Provide & Enhance Econ Development & Infrastructure (21%) 
• Restore, Conserve, and Enhance Habitat (37%) 
• Provide and Enhance Recreation and Public Access (18%) 
• Restore Water Quality (11%) 
• Provide Planning Support (<1%) 

 
Mobile Baykeeper continues to participate and advocate for these 
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once in a lifetime funds to be spent carefully, with the public in mind, and in full transparency. With our 
community standing safely in the aftermath of Hurricanes Florence, Michael and so many more, we must work 
together to fund projects that will ensure we are safe and resilient for the next storm. Water quality, wetlands 
protection and restoration, living shorelines, even moving critical infrastructure out of harm’s way should be our 
priority projects moving forward. 
 
The RESTORE Pot 3 Funding plan has been released and was open for public comment through November 20. 
Mobile Baykeeper submitted comments and the final project list was released in November, 2018.  

 
The Details 
 

Restoration on the State and National Scale – Environmental restoration is the key to a strong economy. Mobile 
Baykeeper is focused on seeing restoration funds from the BP Oil Disaster be used to make our community more 
resilient to the next natural or manmade disaster. On April 4, 2016 a federal judge approved a final settlement of 

$20.8Billion; officially closing the federal 
government’s case against BP. Alabama’s portion of 
the settlement was between $1.9Billion and 
$2.3Billion. Monies will be distributed over 15-years 
beginning in 2017. The basics of the agreement 
include $708Million for RESTORE, $296Million for 
NRDA, and another $405Million as yet unaccounted. 
The additional $1Billion for economic settlement 
was debated in the Alabama State Legislature and 
Coastal Alabama will only be getting a small amount 
of funds to be used specifically for road projects.  
 
 
 
Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) – 

NRDA projects provide an opportunity to restore damages to Coastal Alabama caused by the BP Oil Disaster. 
These projects must be directly tied to environmental restoration and protection. The final recreation use plan 
can be found here. The Federal plan for Alabama has also been developed and can be found here. They’ve also 
collected additional information on water quality restoration projects. The Phase II plan was developed to include 
oysters, birds, turtles, land acquisition and a few other items. More details for Alabama can be found Here. The 
Federal plans are moving slowly. 
 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) – The Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund will be used to support 
projects that remedy harm to natural resources resulting from the BP Oil Disaster. These funds were created 
through the criminal penalties put upon each of the responsible parties. Alabama is due a total of nearly 
$360Million with the following expenditure allowance: 2013 - $22.12M, 2014 - $49.42M, 2015 - $47.46M, 2016 - 
$42M, 2017 - $70M, 2018 - $125.16M. These funds have been spent more so than the other sources of funding, 
but only about half as much as is available. Find out more here. 
 

RESTORE Act – Money from RESTORE Act restores damages that have taken place in Coastal Alabama for 
decades. Mobile Baykeeper is working to ensure all projects focus on the environment, economy and community 
and NO projects have a negative environmental impact. In March 2018, the AGCRC announced a total of $315 
million selected for restoration projects on Alabama’s Gulf Coast. We were glad to see many worthy projects 
selected, including sewage infrastructure upgrades, funding for The Mobile Greenway Initiative, Little Lagoon 
Restoration, various stormwater management projects, and other projects focused on park and trail development. 
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In total, 27 of the projects we supported made it to the evaluation funding stage, and 18 of those made it to the 
final list of funding recommendations.  

General Effort – Mobile Baykeeper is a member of the Alabama Renewal Group (ARG). ARG continues to meet 
bi-weekly developing plans to ensure public involvement in the decision-making for BP Oil Disaster restoration 
dollars.  

How Can You Get Involved? 

Let your elected officials know that you support projects intended to restore our environment. Be on the lookout 
for action alerts from Mobile Baykeeper and ARG promoting projects that do the best job of restoring Coastal 
Alabama. 
 

C.  Map for Mobile – Zoning/Ordinance Updates 

What’s New?  

The City of Mobile released a complete package of its zoning and 
ordinance updates for public comment. The Map for Mobile website 
was also recently updated with tools to review the document, 
proposed zoning map, and provide direct comment from the 
website.  

Mobile Baykeeper has reviewed the overhaul and is excited about 
several improvements the plan will bring for the City and for the 
environment. We also found areas of concern that need 
improvement – please keep an eye out for our “Bay Blog” to read 
about our comments and ways for you to provide your own!   

The Details 
 

The City of Mobile is planning to adopt a new zoning code that 
reflects the input from the community and from modern planning 
best practices.  

Mobile Baykeeper has previously submitted comment letters in April and October of last year to specifically 
request that considerations are given to the environment as Mobile begins the process of using Map for Mobile 
results to update planning and zoning ordinances. Our letters include suggestions of how to incorporate low 
impact development and green infrastructure techniques as well as riparian buffer ordinance specifics. 

How Can You Get Involved? 
 

Read the Bay Blog and stay tuned for updates about opportunities to participate in the process! Let your Mobile 
elected officials know you support protections for the environment in the zoning update. 

 

D. Watershed Management Plans (WMP)  

What’s New? 

The final WMP has been released for Weeks Bay Watershed (Read Final Here) and Final WMP for Dog River. 
The draft Bayou La Batre WMP was released and comments were received up until October 15th. Bon Secour, 
Dauphin Island, West Fowl River, Tensaw Apalachee, and Wolf Bay Watershed are currently in process.  
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The Details 

Watershed Management Plans provide a document used to understand what factors are at work in a watershed 
and guide future actions in the watershed. Mobile Baykeeper works with the Mobile Bay National Estuary 
Program to make sure issues of concern to local communities are addressed, the community is engaged in the 
planning process, and satisfied with the final document. 

How Can You Get Involved? 

Get engaged in protecting your local watershed, contact Mobile Baykeeper to find out about educational 
opportunities for your community and learn more about Watershed Management Planning efforts here. 

 

 
 

A. Sewage Issues  

What’s New?  

We have filed to intervene in ADEM’s suit against Daphne Utilities (NOT under management by the 
City of Daphne). Mobile Baykeeper filed a 60-day Notice of Intent to Sue (NOIS) Daphne Utilities for 
numerous violations under the Clean Water Act on Tuesday, September 19, 2017.  

The utility failed to comply with its permit by falsely reporting sewer spill 
data and failing to report sewer spills into D’Olive Creek, which eventually 
discharge into Mobile Bay. The most egregious violation occurred on August 
11, 2017, when more than one million gallons of raw sewage spilled from 
the 29280 North Main Street treatment plant into D’Olive Creek. Daphne 
Utilities reported the spill as “zero gallons” reaching waterways.  

We continue to review the discharge monitoring reports and sewage 
overflow reports. This case is still ongoing and we will continue to ensure 
that these issues are thoroughly addressed until we see a resolution that 
protects the health and safety of citizens in Coastal Alabama. Find out more 
about the lawsuit here. 

The Details 

More than 26 million gallons of raw sewage spilled into waterways, homes, 
and streets in Mobile and Baldwin counties in 2017. Mobile Baykeeper 
reviews local wastewater treatment facilities to track impacts to water quality 
from sewer spills and illegal discharges to local waterways. We also work to 
make sure citizens are aware of the issue and any threats to the health of their community and watershed. If you 
see water discharging from a manhole please call your local service provider immediately and then Mobile 
Baykeeper. Without your help providers may not know a spill is occurring.   

We have also developed a web tool, “The Sewage Spill Explorer” that allows anyone to see and understand where 
and what amount of sewage spill events are occurring in Mobile and Baldwin Counties. The tool empowers users 
to map, track and analyze sewage spills by water body, street address, and by date or utility provider. 

II. Driving Smart Investments in Infrastructure 
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Mobile Area Water and Sewage System (MAWSS) – We have 
worked diligently with MAWSS to ensure that sewage spills are 
reduced through a series of capital improvement projects they plan 
on completing, we expect to see significant reductions in amounts 
and frequency of sewer spills over the next few years as these 
projects are implemented. To ensure these projects come to 
fruition we are working to finalize an agreement with MAWSS that 
requires certain improvements be made and stipulate penalties for 
sewer spills.  

Right-To-Know – We worked with all other Alabama 
Waterkeepers to formally petition ADEM to engage in the 
rulemaking process to ensure that utilities have a standard required 
rigorous method of reporting sewer spills, overflows, and upsets so that the public is aware to threats to their 
health and the process is standardized throughout the state. We had nearly 200 letters sent by citizens supporting 
the petition. ADEM Director Lance LeFleur gave his position on the petition in a letter attempting to refute many 
of the points the petitioners made. We are disappointed to see the director attempt to circumvent this attempt to 
help Alabama citizens protect their health.  

The EMC denied the petition but recommended the issue to rulemaking. This means while they did not formally 
implement the rule we had suggested in our petition they do agree that there are issues with sewage spill 
notification as it currently stands and plan to review how they can address issues with the current regulations. We 
have now participated in a round table meeting with other environmental groups and sewage operators to begin 
a dialogue to get a better rule in place. 

We are conducting field visits to determine if utility providers are responsibly reporting sewage spills. During 
2018, we plan to more begin more thoroughly sampling sewage spills to better understand the threat posed by 
millions of gallons sewage overflows and tell a more compelling and complete story to the community.  

How Can You Get Involved? 

Look out for sewage spills and report them to your service provider and Baykeeper staff (433-4229). Check out 
our Sewage Spill Explorer and share on social media with friends. Stay tuned to our social media accounts on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to get the most up to date information on when there is a sewer spill near 
you and become a member to support our work on this issue. 
 

B.  Stormwater Issues  
 
What’s New?  

A few construction sites with significant issues have been identified 
and we are currently working to make sure that they receive proper 
enforcement to ensure compliance. 

The Details 

Every time it rains, we have another wide-scale disaster in our 
waterways. Poor land development and road building practices are 
filling our creeks, rivers, and bays with mud, litter and pollution, potentially killing the foundation of our aquatic 
food chain. 
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Mobile Baykeeper program staff has conducted inspections of construction sites in Baldwin and Mobile Counties 
that found numerous sites with issues. We have had success by sending letters to the responsible contractors to 
let them know of the issues at their sites and are inspecting to make sure they make necessary corrections. When 
corrections are not made we work with ADEM to make appropriate action is taken to ensure these sites become 
compliant. 

How Can You Get Involved? 

1) If you have a community group or business that wants to learn more about this issue, check out our Muddy 
Water Watch Program. Please go to our website here, or contact Ilka Porter at 433-4229 or 
iporter@mobilebaykeeper.org. (Details on Muddy Water Watch listed below). 

2) Let staff know what you see by calling and/or sending pictures if you see construction sites with issues. 

C.  Industrial Issues 

What’s New?  

The Baykeeper Patrol team is currently conducting a facility review to better prepare our team to patrol waterways 
and respond during natural disasters.  

The Details 

Mobile Baykeeper program staff conducts inspections to determine compliance at industrial facilities throughout 
Mobile and Baldwin County and working with facilities and ADEM to make sure that compliance is achieved. 

How Can You Get Involved? 

Let Mobile Baykeeper staff know if you believe you’ve seen an issue at an industrial site. Call the office or use the 
Water Rangers app to report issues you observe. 

 

D.  Citizen Concerns  

What’s New? 

Through support from AM/NS Calvert and the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program, Mobile Baykeeper has 
worked with a Canadian non-profit, Water Rangers, to develop a web-tool that allows for the submission of 
pollution reports from your mobile device or computer. You can take pictures from your phone, get the location 
of the issue, and write a description. This information is sent to Mobile Baykeeper staff and makes it much easier 
for us to investigate your concern. Check out this awesome new tool here! 

The Details 

Mobile Baykeeper continually receives and follows up on citizen concerns throughout Mobile and Baldwin 
counties. This year alone we have responded to over 200 citizen concerns.  

How Can You Get Involved? 

If you have an environmental concern that you feel warrants the attention of Mobile Baykeeper you can call the 
office or better yet submit it via Water Rangers here. 
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A. Strategic Watershed Awareness and Monitoring Program (SWAMP) 

What’s New? 

Second semester SWAMP is in full swing with presentations and trainings completed and monitorings underway at all  five 
of our SWAMP schools. In addition, the SWAMP Team has been busy providing SWAP presentations to elementary, 
middle, and high schools.   

SWAMP by the Numbers: 
January 1 - February 28, 2019 

• Presentations: 26 
• People Educated: 731 
• Monitors Trained: 58 
• Surveys Given: 411* 

*Pre and post with an average 14.73% increase in correct responses 
 

The Details  

SWAMP educates community members about the importance of healthy watersheds as well as trains them how 
to monitor and report water quality and pollution problems. Mobile Baykeeper is currently implementing SWAMP 
in five local high schools: Alma Bryant, Citronelle, LeFlore, Vigor, and Fairhope.  

How Can You Get Involved?  

Tell friends and family about SWAMP! If you know of an adult group or a school group that wants to receive 
SWAMP education and training, contact our Education and Outreach Coordinator, Ilka Porter – 
iporter@mobilebaykeeper – to schedule a date. 

B.  Anti-Litter Campaign 

What’s New? 

Mobile Baykeeper has been awarded a federal grant from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to facilitate a marine debris removal project 
during Mardi Gras 2018 and 2019 carnival seasons. Taking a look at the numbers to 
date, we have successfully removed 5,485 pounds of marine debris One Mile Creek 
thanks to more than 275 cleanup volunteers and have conducted 18 months of trash 
assessment monitoring on the creek. 

The Details  

Trash is a significant problem polluting the Mobile Bay Watershed. We support and organize community 
cleanups, but the real solution will be through Anti-Litter and water quality education campaigns. Mobile 
Baykeeper has created a cleanup toolkit so interested groups or individuals can organize their own cleanup. Please 
contact Chad Chappell at cchappell@mobilebaykeeper.org to inquire.  

The goal of the project is to help the City of Mobile “Move Toward a Litter-Free Mardi Gras” by organizing a 
series of large-scale debris removals on One Mile Creek, implementing an extensive media campaign to raise 

III. Educate & Engage 
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public awareness, and purchasing additional temporary litter barriers and concrete inlet screens to cover storm 
drains along parade routes. The first phase of this project includes developing a way to track our progress on One 
Mile Creek throughout the campaign. To do this we have adopted the Urban Rapid Trash Assessment (URTA) 
protocol. The main point of URTA is to create a system that determines the accumulation rate of trash for a given 
body of water. It also gives us a way to see the direct effect of Mardi Gras litter on the creek.  

How Can You Get Involved? 

Participate in one of our community cleanups to remove litter out of One Mile Creek! Please check our website 
and Facebook for more details. The next cleanup will be help on Saturday, March 9th, join us! 

C.  Swim Where It’s Monitored (SWIM) Program  
 
What’s New? 

Magnolia Springs and Point Clear Families have sponsored 
SWIM sites for Mobile Baykeeper to test. Mobile United’s 
Connect Mobile class has selected SWIM as their class project 
and is currently finding ways to raise money to create more 
tested sites that protect the community.  

The Details  

Citizens across Coastal Alabama deserve to know where and 
when it’s safe to swim. The “Swim Where It’s Monitored 
(SWIM)” Program was created to provide families, paddlers, 
and fisherman with up-to-date water quality information at 
favorite rivers, beaches and swimming holes. By increasing the number of locations tested and publicizing the 
test results, more families will feel safe enjoying area waterways. If problems are discovered through testing, 
Mobile Baykeeper will take immediate action to find a resolution. 

 
How Can You Get Involved? 

You can sponsor your favorite swimming hole to receive SWIM testing. Contact Justine Herlihy at 
jherlihy@mobilebaykeeper.org for more information! 

 
D.  Muddy Water Watch  
 
What’s New? 

Our team is currently revamping the Muddy Water Watch program to make it more 
engaging, relevant, and beneficial! Stay tuned to find out when our next training will 
happen so that you can learn more about Muddy Water, how to spot it, and how to 
document issues so that we can protect our local waterways. 

The Details  

Mobile Baykeeper works to ensure stormwater pollution is reduced by educating citizens on how they can identify 
stormwater issues at construction sites and properly report them to prevent sediment and associated pollutants 
from entering local rivers, creeks and Mobile Bay. 

We are actively looking for communities especially in Baldwin and West Mobile County that would like to receive 
Muddy Water Watch training.  

How Can You Get Involved? 
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Join us for our next Muddy Water Watch presentation or if you are interested in having Baykeeper staff train your 
group or neighborhood association please go to our website here, or contact Ilka 
Porter, iporter@mobilebaykeeper.org or 251-433-4229. 

E.  Apple Snails 

What’s New? 
 

On September 29th at Mobile Baykeeper’s bi-annual Apple Snail Roundup, 170 
volunteers removed 1,776 snails, 9,250 egg masses, and 744 pounds of trash.  

The Details  

An 8-mile stretch of the lower Three Mile Creek Watershed (from Langan Lake to 
the mouth near the Mobile River) has been infested with a non-native Island Apple 
Snail. These snails have the ability to strip native vegetation from a body of water 
and reproduce at alarming rates. Mobile Baykeeper continues to conduct removal events in the spring and fall to 
prevent the snail from spreading throughout the Mobile-Tensaw Delta and beyond.  

How Can You Get Involved? 

Share the March 30th Apple Snail Roundup date with co-workers, friends, and family. We are also looking for 
groups of citizens to start hosting small roundups of their own. We feel more consistent roundups are the key to 
eradicating them. Check out supplies from Baykeeper to host your own roundup to protect local waterways! 
Contact Chad Chappell, cchappell@mobilebaykeeper.org 251-433-4229.   

 


