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August 9, 2019 
 
Mayor Karin Wilson 
City of Fairhope 
161 North Section Street 
Fairhope, Alabama 36532 
 
Dear Mayor Wilson, 
 
Thank you for your letters of July 30 and August 8, 2019. Attached for everyone’s 
review, please find Mobile Baykeeper’s Press Release from July 30, 2019. We want 
to clarify that our purpose in sending the press release was two-fold: 1) explicitly 
state that the substance filmed in the Bay was unknown, and 2) encourage 
community members to call when they see problems so that any concerns can be 
addressed quickly. These are goals I feel confident we both share. We also want to 
state clearly that we are thrilled that your administration is focusing on 
infrastructure and the health of the waterways that run through the City of 
Fairhope into Mobile Bay.  
 
To recap our involvement, Mobile Baykeeper was founded in 1997 and filed its 
first lawsuit to stop sewage spills in 1999. We have worked with a direct focus on 
reducing sewage spills from that day forward including filing lawsuits against 
Mobile Area Water & Sewer Service, Prichard Utilities, Bayou La Batre Utilities, 
and Daphne Utilities. This work has resulted in significant decreases in sewage 
spills throughout the area. For example, at the time of our lawsuit against Daphne 
Utilities, there were two consecutive months (November and December of 2017) 
in which they reported to ADEM that they released 3 million gallons of sewage 
with average bacteria levels too numerous to count from their WWTP every day. 
After significant testing, investigation, and research we made the always difficult 
decision to litigate. Daphne Utilities has now improved the quality of their 
discharge. We have worked on upgrading reporting notifications to the public - 
resulting in ADEM’s new SSO map and email reporting system, strengthening 
capacity requirements, increasing public awareness of the role homeowners play, 
and educating the public, school children to grandparents, on the impacts of 
grease on a sewage system. 
 
Then City Councilwoman and now Baykeeper Board Member Debbie Quinn 
called on Mobile Baykeeper in 2000 to address under or un-reported sewage spills 
and, working together, Fairhope Utilities upgraded its sewage treatment plant in 
2016. Between 2005 and 2008, we worked to require private and public sewage 
operations to be built and maintained using similar standards so that mistakes like 
Baldwin County Sewer Service, LLC hooking sewer lines into Fairhope residential 
water lines never happens again - three times should be plenty. 
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Mobile Baykeeper has consistently worked with the City of Fairhope to find the sources of problems 
and assist with implementing and/or supporting solutions. Recently, we went on Fox10 when recent 
articles listed Fairhope public beach as “Alabama’s Dirtiest Beach” in 2018 sharing why the source 
of this problem was broader than the City of Fairhope and how utilities along the eastern shore have 
continued to improve resulting in cleaner water. We’ve also shared the fact that progress is being 
made, specifically, an 86% reduction in sewage spills in 2018. 
 
We sincerely hope your legacy as Mayor of the City of Fairhope is a clean and healthy Mobile Bay. 
Our focus on these same issues for more than 22 years has spanned issues ranging from millions of 
gallons of sewage spills to major industrial pollution and construction stormwater runoff. Clean 
Water, Clean Air, and Healthy Communities is our mission and we will only achieve that mission if 
the community is informed and engaged. 
 
Because we have been doing this for so long, we know to call those who can make an impact 
quickly. The 911 operator I spoke to 18 hours after the video was posted was wonderful, efficient, 
helpful, and thorough. She called me back after speaking to Fairhope Utilities to let me know that 
even with a viral video and a community in distress, not one person had called the City to inform 
them. We also are unaware of any reports to the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management, Marine Police, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, etc. The goal of our press release was to teach 
people to report problems they observe, not just post them to social media.  
 
Additionally, the press release was not about a single elected official and it wasn’t addressed to a 
single community about one sewage spill. We are encouraging ALL Coastal Alabama citizens to 
report problems as they find them and implore their elected officials to invest in sewage 
infrastructure and, more broadly, policies and projects that protect the health of the Bay. Every 
taxpayer should be addressing each of their elected officials so that they become as committed as 
your administration in focusing tax and utility dollars on clean water.  
 
Many folks were unaware of sewage spills and other issues in the Bay before Mobile Baykeeper 
started our work. We have consistently brought these issues to light with tools such as our sewage 
spill map, galvanizing the public to support elected officials who have similar sentiments to those 
expressed by the current City of Fairhope leadership.  
 
We also know it takes time to solve these systemic problems and Mobile Baykeeper has received 
some “misguided anger” that we have not filed a lawsuit against the City of Fairhope for sewage 
spills. We have not filed because, even though every sewage spill is a violation of the Clean Water 
Act (Fairhope has reported sewage spills of 265,999 gallons year to date, 345,892 gallons in 2018, 
and 869,394 gallons in 2017), we believe you are attempting to implement a plan to address the 
issues and we have stated that very clearly in: communications with members, multiple emails, 
letters, Facebook posts, news stories, etc. Specifically, see the attached 1) screen shot from a 
Facebook post made on your account on July 15th and our comment from the same week; 2) screen 
shot from an email Cade Kistler, Program Director, sent to Richard Peterson on July 17th 
specifically attempting to keep the media from sensationalizing events and to initiate an effort to 
help educate the public about what Fairhope is doing; and 3) an email from July 18th where Mr.  
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Kistler specifically ran language by Mr. Peterson regarding the spill from the Twin Beech Road Lift 
Station before posting to make sure that the post was accurate. This is in direct contrast to your 
statement that Mobile Baykeeper “refuses to share this important information”. 
 
We have read your timeline, we have read your letters about sewage and, more often than not, we 
have “liked”, expressed positive comments, etc. on each one. We appreciate your concern about the 
unfair portrayal of the City of Fairhope, but we have to disagree with your conclusion that we have 
treated you or the City unfairly. We think a quick review of our past public statements on this issue 
would demonstrate that we are interested only in protecting our Bay, not in playing “gotcha.”  
Moreover, we cannot apologize for bringing this important issue into the public consciousness. We 
believe 22 years of raising awareness of sewage spills into our Bay has been critical to the great 
progress Fairhope and others have made.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Casi (kc) Callaway 
Executive Director & Baykeeper 
 
cc:  Mobile Baykeeper Board of Directors 
 Matt McDonald 
 Fairhope City Council Members 
 Fairhope City Clerk 
 Paul Ripp 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


