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Assignment for Beginning Writers: 

Create the beginning of a character in your mind. You may be someone who discovers character 
through surprise, through seeing what he does, and we'll get to that next. But give yourself a couple 
of parameters here: decide on your answers to the following two questions: 

1) What is his one of his great fears? and 2) What is one of his deep desires? That's all you need to 
know to get started. Do a little sketching, if it will help you decide. Don't tell us what they are when 
you start to write – just keep them in mind. 

Now for the surprise: see what he does when you place him into a situation that is familiar to you (a 
weird new job; a family crisis; a car accident; an awkward first date), but strange and unfamiliar to 
him. Write a scene in that shows us who he is through how he reacts to the strangeness of the 
situation. To decide where his reactions are coming from, use the answers to your two questions: if 
you decide to place him in a strange new job, and you know that his fear is that people will laugh at 
him, and you know that his desire is to be admired, then what happens during his first day in this 
bizarre new job? How does he react to his unfamiliar situation? Through his reactions, can you give 
us a sense of the fear and hope that drive him, without actually telling us what his fear and hope are? 

Your character can be alone inside this situation, or you can give him other characters to talk to – 
whatever feels right to you. Recommended word limit: 500 words. 

 

Assignment for Advanced Writers: 

Create the beginning of a character in your mind. You may be someone who discovers character 
through surprise, through seeing what he does, and we'll get to that next. But give yourself a couple 
of parameters here: decide on your answers to the following two questions: 1) What is his one of his 
great fears? and 2) What is one of his deep desires? Do a little sketching, if it will help you decide. 
Don't tell us what they are when you start to write – just keep them in mind. 

Now, write a scene in which your main character encounters a strange or difficult situation that 
involves another character. Launch right into the action, as abruptly as if Berg's story had begun 
with the "Bigfoot attack." You can write this in first, second, or third person as you prefer. Use what 
you know about his fear and desire to determine how he reacts to the situation, what he says to his 
fellow character, how he reacts to what his fellow character says. Because of the lack of introductory 
exposition, it is through these actions and reactions that you will show us who your character is. And 
use this strange situation to show us some of the "why" that drives his hope and fear, some of the 
history that has led him into this situation with his fellow character. Think about what this situation 
can reveal about his history and relationship to this fellow character, and what about him can't or 
shouldn't be revealed here. Recommended word limit: 500 words. 

 


