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New Jersey/New York: Two Guilty Pleas in Cell of ISIS Supporters 

With the guilty plea of Alaa Saadeh, age 24, of West New York (Hudson County), on October 29, two members of a 

small disrupted cell of supporters of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in the New York/New Jersey metropolitan 

area have pleaded guilty to conspiracy to provide material support to ISIS. A co-conspirator, Samuel Topaz, age 21, of 

Fort Lee (Bergen County), pleaded guilty on September 9. In his court appearance last week, Saadeh admitted that before 

his arrest, he discussed plans to join ISIS with his brother, Nader Saadeh, age 20, of Rutherford (Bergen County); Topaz; 

and Munther Saleh, age 20, of Queens, New York. He also admitted assisting his brother Nader by allowing him to use his 

credit card to purchase airline tickets, and by removing the SIM card from Nader’s smartphone and resetting the 

smartphone in an effort to avoid detection. He also admitted that after becoming aware that the FBI was investigating this 

issue, he instructed an individual who knew about Nader Saadeh’s support for ISIS to lie to the FBI about it. 

In addition to the Saadeh brothers, Topaz, and Saleh, two other members of this disrupted cell have been arrested – Fareed 

Mumuni, age 21, of Staten Island, and a juvenile from New York City. 

 

Syria: US Special Operations Forces to Advise and Assist in Offensive Against ISIS Stronghold in Raqqa 

The White House announced on October 30 that the United States will deploy “less than 50” Special Operations Forces to 

northern Syria, marking the first full-time deployment of US forces to the country. They will “train, advise, and assist” 

Syrian Kurdish and Arab forces in an offensive against the ISIS stronghold in Raqqa. 

The deployment of the Special Operations Forces is likely to increase the effectiveness 

of operations against ISIS, but it is an incremental move that is unlikely to achieve the 

stated US mission to “degrade and ultimately destroy” ISIS. 

The offensive against Raqqa will be conducted by an estimated 20,000 to 30,000 

Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) troops and about 5,000 Syrian Arab fighters. 

The YPG units (see photo) have been the most effective fighters against ISIS in Syria. 

Concerns about accidental confrontations between US troops and third-country forces, 

such as the Russians and the Iranians, are currently alleviated by the geographic location of the troops. The Russians and 

Iranians are operating in western and northwestern Syria, while the US Special Operations Forces will be in the northeast. 

  

Aviation: Onboard Bomb a Possible Cause of Russian Airliner Crash in Egypt 

The cause of the crash of a Russian airliner in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula on October 31 remains undetermined, but an 

onboard bomb or incendiary device remains a definite possibility. The Airbus A321 airliner crashed about 20 minutes 

after takeoff, killing all 224 people aboard. It broke up in midair, indicating a 

catastrophic event. A senior official of the Russian airline said that the breakup of the 

aircraft was not caused by a technical malfunction or pilot error, but could only be the 

result of a “mechanical impact on the aircraft.” He declined to elaborate on what that 

might be.  

Investigators remain skeptical of claims by an ISIS affiliate that it shot down the 

aircraft. There have been reports that the “Sinai Province” of ISIS (formerly known as 

Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, or ABM) has acquired shoulder-fired surface-to-air missiles, 

but these do not have the range to bring down an aircraft flying at the reported altitude of 31,000 feet. 
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