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Homegrown Violent Extremists/New Jersey: Tairod Pugh Convicted of Trying to Join ISIS 
On March 9, a jury in the Eastern District of New York found Tairod Pugh (see photo), age 48, of Neptune (Monmouth 
County), guilty of attempting to provide material support to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), by traveling 
overseas to join the group. Justice Department officials said this is the first conviction in a 
trial by jury of someone who attempted to travel to Syria to join ISIS. More than 20 other 
defendants have pleaded guilty to similar material support charges after plea bargains, but 
Pugh is the first to be found guilty by a jury in a federal court. 
Pugh served in the US Air Force as an avionics instrument system specialist from 1986 to 
1990, and was trained in the installation and maintenance of aircraft engines and 
navigation and weapons systems. During the trial, prosecutors introduced as evidence a 
letter in which Pugh said he would use his talents and skills “to establish and defend the 
Islamic State.”  Pugh’s military experience, which dates back more than 25 years, would have been of limited value to a 
terrorist organization. However, his experience as an aircraft mechanic and an avionics technician was current, and could 
have been of value to ISIS either in planning a terrorist attack or conducting air operations. 
In January 2015, when Pugh traveled from Egypt to Turkey in an attempt to travel to Syria to join ISIS, Turkish 
authorities denied him entry and returned him to Egypt. He was deported to the United States and was monitored by law 
enforcement after his arrival at JFK Airport in New York. He was arrested in Asbury Park (Monmouth County) on 
January 16, 2015. 
 

Ivory Coast: Attack Shows the Vulnerability of Beach Resorts 
A terrorist attack that targeted tourists at a beach resort in Grand-Bassam, about 20 miles east of Abidjan, shows the 
vulnerability to terrorism of beach resorts – a key segment of the New Jersey economy during the summer months. 
Gunmen with assault rifles opened fire at a section of beach shared by several hotels in the 
resort area, which is popular with foreign tourists. At least 14 civilians and two special 
forces soldiers were killed. Ivory Coast’s President, Alassane Ouattara, said that security 
forces killed the six attackers and that security sweeps are continuing in the area. Al-
Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) claimed responsibility for the attack.  
The Ivory Coast attack follows an assault on a beach resort in Sousse, Tunisia, in June 
2015, in which a gunman dressed like a tourist pulled an assault rifle from under a beach 
umbrella and began firing at tourists relaxing on the beach. That attack killed 38 people 
and wounded 39. ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack. The first terrorist plot to target 
a public beach in the United States was disrupted in July 2015, when Harlem Suarez, age 23, a self-described ISIS 
supporter, was arrested for plotting to detonate a “timer bomb” on a public beach in Key West, Florida. 
 
Law Enforcement: Maryland Officer Fatally Shot Outside Police Station 
A Prince George’s County, Maryland, police officer was fatally shot outside a district station in Landover on March 13. 
Two suspects are in custody. As described by the police chief, one of the suspects approached the police station and 
opened fire on the front doors. Police officers emerged from the building and engaged the shooter. Officer Jacai Colson, a 
four-year veteran of the department, was wounded and later died at a hospital. The shooter was wounded and is 
hospitalized in stable condition. At this early stage of the investigation, the role of the second suspect, described as a 
brother of the shooter, is unclear, and he is being interrogated. The motive remains under investigation. 
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