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Shopping Mall Security: Carjackings Likely Motive of Shootings in Two Maryland Mall Parking Lots 
Investigators believe attempted carjackings, in an effort to obtain a new getaway 
vehicle, were the likely motive of the shootings in two Maryland shopping mall 

parking lots on May 6. The shooting spree started the previous day, when Eulalio 

Tordil, age 62, of Adelphi, Maryland, allegedly shot and killed his estranged wife in a 
high school parking lot. A bystander was wounded in that shooting. Montgomery 

County police said in a news conference that on May 6, the defendant tried to take a 

woman’s car in the parking lot of the Westfield Montgomery Mall in Bethesda (see 

photo). When two men assisted the woman, the defendant shot all three, fatally 
wounding one of the men. The defendant then went directly to the Aspen Hill 

Shopping Center, where he shot and killed a woman in the parking lot of a grocery store, in an attempt to steal her car. 

Shortly after the shooting near the grocery store, police found the defendant’s vehicle across the road from the Aspen Hill 
Shopping Center. Detectives then located the defendant inside a restaurant in the shopping center and maintained 

surveillance until he returned to his vehicle. At that point, officers blocked the vehicle and arrested the defendant. 

Ballistic evidence has connected a .40-caliber Glock handgun found in the defendant’s car to the shootings at both 

shopping malls. Police say they believe the handgun was also used to shoot the defendant’s wife at the high school, but 
additional testing is needed to confirm that. 

 

Interfaith Issues: Plot to Bomb Florida Synagogue Motivated by Anti-Semitism and Islamic Extremism 

An FBI affidavit indicates that a Florida man who was charged last week with attempting to use an explosive device at a 

synagogue in Aventura, Florida, was motivated by anti-Semitism, as well as violent Islamic extremism. James Medina, 

age 40, of Hollywood, Florida, selected the Aventura Turnberry Jewish Center (see photo), about 18 miles north of 

Miami, as the target, and in a discussion with an FBI confidential human source, he described the religious philosophies 

that form the basis of his hatred for the Jewish people. He stated that the Jewish people “were the ones causing the world’s 

wars and conflicts.” He also stated that he thought news of this attack would spread 

nationwide and would inspire other Muslims to conduct attacks. He called his attack 

“ISIS in America,” a reference to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

Medina was arrested on April 29, after he got out of a vehicle with what he believed to 

be an explosive device, with the intention of placing it and detonating it near the 

synagogue. The device had been rendered inert and posed no threat to the public.  

 

Egypt: Eight Police Officers Killed in Attack in Cairo Suburb 
In the most lethal attack on Egyptian security forces in six months, eight police officers were killed on May 8 when 

militants fired on a minibus in a Cairo suburb. The plainclothes police officers were inspecting security measures in a 

Cairo neighborhood when four gunmen in a pickup truck opened fire on them. The Sinai Province of ISIS claimed 
responsibility for the attack, as did the Popular Resistance Movement, a youth movement that opposes police brutality. If 

the claim by the ISIS affiliate in Egypt is confirmed, it would indicate increased capabilities by the Sinai Province to 

conduct attacks in the Cairo area. 
The attack was particularly bold in view of the increased security presence in Cairo recently, to prevent rallies against 

President Abdel Fattah al-Sissi. 
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