
Attack at Synagogue in Halle, Germany 

On October 9, Stephan Balliet, a 27-year-old German citizen from the state of Saxony-Anhalt, attempted 
to carry out an attack on a synagogue on the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur. A 35-minute video of the 
assault was streamed in real time on Twitch, a livestreaming video platform, and later shared to Telegram. 
According to German authorities, the attack appeared to be anti-Semitic in nature and fueled by a far-right 
extremist ideology. German authorities apprehended the attacker. 

• The gunman was equipped with tactical gear, explosives, 
and various weapons, including some homemade firearms 
and a sword. He threw an improvised explosive device 
over a wall that detonated, but he failed to gain entry to the 
complex.   

• In addition to attempting to gain access to the synagogue, 
Balliet shot and killed a passerby on the street and 
proceeded to a nearby kebab shop, where he fatally shot 
one individual and injured another.   

• Approximately 60 worshipers inside the synagogue, 
including 10 US nationals, gathered to celebrate Yom 
Kippur, the holiest day on the Jewish calendar. 

• The perimeter wall to the synagogue property had several 
large locked wooden doors, and perimeter security 
consisted of a visitor management system that included an 
intercom and camera. Due to the external perimeter wall, 
the suspect never breached the property of the synagogue. 
From his pre-operational surveillance, the attacker 
acknowledged in his manifesto that the synagogue was not a 
soft target and security measures were “quite high.”

Analyst Comment: Despite the attacker shooting several times at one of the perimeter wall doors and attempting 
to breach another door, he failed to gain access to the premises. While monitoring the surveillance system, 
the synagogue’s volunteer security alerted congregants that they should evacuate to an apartment above 
the prayer hall. Subsequently, congregants locked and barricaded the synagogue’s doors. These enhanced 
security measures likely saved lives. Despite conducting pre-operational surveillance of the synagogue, it 
appears that the attacker was unaware of the times of the service or whether he would be able to access the 
congregation at the time of his planned attack.
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A perimeter wall and entrance (top) surrounds the 
synagogue property in Halle, Germany. A heavy 
wooden door with a camera and security system 
(bottom) prevented the attacker from entering. 


