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Anti-Abortion ExtrEmists 

Background Threat to New Jersey: Low New Jersey Nexus
• Anti-abortion extremists are individuals or groups who believe abortion is 

unethical and that violence is justified against people and establishments 
providing abortion services. Anti-abortion extremists advocate murder, 
death threats, and other criminal activity, including arson, vandalism, and 
harassment against women’s reproductive healthcare facilities. 

• Since 1993, seven anti-abortion extremists have been responsible for the 
deaths of 11 people nationwide, including abortion doctors, clinic staff, 
clinic security guards, and civilians.  

• Army of God (AOG), a decentralized Christian extremist movement, 
encourages violent opposition toward abortion clinics and providers. AOG 
influenced all seven anti-abortion extremists who carried out lethal attacks 
nationwide.

• Several anti-abortion extremists who have blended ideologies—
identifying with sovereign citizen and militia extremism—have carried 
out murder, arson, and bombings across the country. In 2009, sovereign 
citizen extremist Scott Roeder murdered Dr. George Tiller for carrying 
out late-term abortions in Wichita, Kansas. In 1996, four militia members 
were arrested for burning down an abortion clinic in Washington State, 
and anti-government extremist Eric Rudolph bombed two abortion clinics 
in Georgia and Alabama between 1997 and 1998.

• In November 2015, Robert Dear targeted a Planned Parenthood clinic 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, killing three and injuring six, after 
the Center for Medical Progress, a pro-life organization, released 
inflammatory videos featuring clinics in Denver. Dear has been repeatedly 
found not competent to stand trial on state charges, and a new evaluation 
is pending in federal court.

• In January 2020, federal authorities arrested Samuel Gulick, 18, of 
Middletown, Delaware, in connection with arson and vandalism against a 
Planned Parenthood clinic. Gulick was charged after he drove to the clinic 
in Newark, Delaware, on January 3, 2020, and spray-painted the phrase 
“Deus Vult” (Latin for “God wills it”) in red letters on the outside of the 
building, according to court documents. He is accused of then throwing 
a Molotov cocktail at the front door, where it exploded. The resulting fire 
burned for about one minute before self-extinguishing, causing damage 
to the front window and porch. A criminal complaint also noted social 
media posts attributed to Gulick indicated “support of strong anti-abortion 
ideology.”

• On February 14, 2018, Marckles Alcius deliberately crashed a stolen truck 
into a Planned Parenthood clinic in East Orange (Essex County), injuring 
three people. Following his arrest, Alcius stated that he intentionally 
conducted the attack and he was willing to die, according to the Essex 
County Prosecutor’s Office. Additionally, investigators stated Alcius 
had conducted preoperational planning and researched several Planned 
Parenthood locations in New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts.

• New Jersey has 22 Planned Parenthood facilities and more than 170 
ambulatory surgical care centers providing abortions.

• New Jersey does not have any of the major types of abortion restrictions 
often found in other states, such as waiting periods, mandated parental 
involvement, or limitations on publicly funded abortions. 
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