
Anti-Government Extremists Target Law Enforcement
Anti-government and militia extremists will likely continue targeting law enforcement officers 
due to the perception that they are enforcing unconstitutional laws and regulations. Since the 
beginning of 2020, these extremists have targeted law enforcement officers at least five times, 
resulting in two deaths and two injuries.

• Between October 7 and 15, federal and state 
authorities arrested 14 members and associates 
of the Wolverine Watchmen militia group for 
plotting to kidnap Michigan’s governor. Before 
developing the plot, the militia group attempted 
to collect the addresses of local law enforcement 
officers they planned to target and kill. In a brief 
filed during a bail hearing for the suspects, the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office stated that one 
militia member claimed he once threw a Molotov 
cocktail into the home of a police officer who had pulled him over.     

• On May 29, Steven Carrillo and Robert Justus Jr. ambushed two Protective Security 
Officers standing guard outside a courthouse during a protest in Oakland, California, 
killing one and injuring the other. The following week, Carrillo killed a Santa Cruz 
County Sheriff’s deputy and injured another after they attempted to arrest him. Prior to 
the initial attack, Carrillo and Justus used Boogaloo-affiliated social media accounts to 
plan meeting in person to kill federal law enforcement officers.     

• On May 8, authorities arrested Christian Ferguson for plotting to ambush and kill federal 
park rangers in Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Ohio as a way to combat “tyranny at 
home.” Ferguson, who was attempting to start his own militia group, planned to steal the 
agents’ weapons and armor and hoped the killings would inspire similar attacks against 
law enforcement across the country.
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Anti-government extremists continue to use calls for civil unrest, the Presidential election, 
and COVID-19 government restrictions as justification for their attacks on law enforcement. 

As high-profile incidents occur, it is likely domestic extremists will continue to target law 
enforcement using a wide range of tactics, including vehicle rammings, improvised explosive 

devices, arson, edged weapons, and firearms.
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