
BY LAWS 

Article I - Name 

The name of this organization will be The Rock Church of Fenton, hereafter referred to as “The Rock Church” 
formerly known as “Linden Community Baptist Church DBA.” The Rock Church of Fenton is an autonomous 
Bible-based Independent church.  

Article II – Covenant: 

Having been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ with the confession of our mouths that Jesus is Lord 
and the belief in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead, we here, in the presence of God and this 
assembly, joyfully enter into this covenant with one another as one body of which Jesus Christ is the head. 

We will endeavor, aided by the Holy Spirit, to stand with conviction upon the Bible as the inspired Word of God, 
which is to be used “for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16); to 
spread the Gospel and teachings of Jesus Christ, as called by Christ to so do (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15); to 
live, so far as it depends on us, at peace with all men (Romans 12:18); to give with a cheerful heart to the support 
and ongoing work of God’s Kingdom, both locally and globally (Acts 2:44-45); to care for, to the best of our 
ability, “orphans and widows in their distress” (James 1:27); to “abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 
5:22); and “to walk in a manner worthy of the calling” by which we were called (Ephesians 4:1). 

Article III - Offices 

The principal office for business transactions of the Rock Church is 9039 Bennett Lake Rd., Fenton, MI 48430. 
This office is located in Livingston County. 

The Elders have sole authority to change the principal office from one location to another, at their discretion. The 
Church Secretary will record any change in the location of the principal office. 

Article IV - Statement of Beliefs  

The Bible 
• We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that it is to be used “for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

• We believe that we are called to the preaching and spread of the Gospel and teachings of Jesus Christ, 
as found in the Bible, to all humanity as we are called by Christ to do (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15). 

God 

• We believe that God is the only one true God and is the Creator, Sustainer and Ruler of the Universe 
(Genesis 1, Psalm 145:13-19). 
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• We believe that God is eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit (Genesis 1:26, Matthew 3:16). 

Jesus Christ 
• We believe that Jesus was born of a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and was God in the flesh (Luke 

1:26-38, John 1:1, 14). 
• We believe that Jesus Christ lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice for the 

sin of man by dying on the cross (Hebrews 4:14-16, Colossians 2:13-14). 
• We believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead after three days and ascended to Heaven and will return 

again to gather all of His followers unto Himself (Luke 24:1-7, Acts 1:9-11, John 14:2-3). 

The Holy Spirit 
• We believe that the Holy Spirit was active in creation and the inspiration of Scripture (Genesis 1:2, 2 

Peter 1:21). 
• We believe the Holy Spirit convicts man of sin and upon our salvation becomes our seal showing that we 

belong to God (John 16:7-8, Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Satan 
• We believe that according to the Scriptures, Satan was an angel created by God (Ezekiel 28:13). 
• We believe that through the sin of pride he rebelled against God and was cast out of Heaven  (Ezekiel 

28:16-17).  
• We believe that Satan is currently active in the present world and is described in the Scriptures as: a 

murderer, the father of lies and a devouring lion (John 10:10, John 8:44, 1 Peter 5:8). 
• We believe Satan was conquered by Christ on the cross and is destined to be condemned to 

an everlasting punishment in the lake of fire (Revelation 1:18, Revelation 20:10). 

Man 
• We believe that man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). 
• We believe that man, of his own volition, violated the commandments of God thus bringing sin into the 

world (Romans 5:12). 
• We believe the sin condition of mankind cannot be changed apart from the divine work of God’s grace in 

a repentant sinner’s life (Romans 5:6 & 8, Ephesians 2:1). 

Salvation 
• We believe salvation comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ with the confession of our mouths that 

Jesus is Lord and the belief in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead (Ephesians 2:8, Romans 
10:9-10, 13). 

• We believe that salvation is totally and completely dependent upon the grace of God, it is a free gift 
accepted by faith alone and cannot be earned or merited in any way (Ephesians 2:9). 

• We believe that God secures the salvation of the believer for eternity and therefore it cannot be lost or 
taken away (Ephesians 1:13-14 & 4:30, 1 Peter 1:3-5). 

The Church 
• We believe the church, made up of believers around the world, is the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23, 

Colossians 1:17-18). 
• We believe that local churches are the physical gathering of believers in a specific geographical area, 

through whom God works to carry out the Great Commission which is to: preach the Gospel, baptize 
new believers and make disciples. (See The Book of Acts). 
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4.1 - Statement on Marriage and Sexuality 

We believe that the covenant of marriage exists according to God’s holy ordinance. No man has the authority to 
overrule what is biblically described as the union of one man and one woman in sacred fidelity to one another 
(Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:1-6). We believe that divorce was never a part of God’s design (Malachi 2:16, 
Matthew 19:7-9) but throughout time the continuing effects of sin, along with different cultures and customs 
have caused man to redefine marriage and the terms that God  prescribed. However, the Word of God remains 
the everlasting authority on marriage. 

We believe that sexual intimacy is only permissible within the covenant of marriage according to God’s holy 
ordinance (Hebrews 13:4) and that any sexual activity outside of the marital relationship of one man and one 
woman is sexually immorality, which is clearly condemned for God’s people through the Word of God (Matthew 
15:19, Ephesians 5:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

According to the Word of God, we believe that any and all forms of sexual immorality including, but not limited 
to adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography, or the lustful 
intent towards these things is sinful and ultimately unsatisfying (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). The body is God’s creation, 
and He created them male and female (Genesis 1:27) and as such we believe that sexual identity is biologically 
determined by God and that gender identification is not up to the determination of man (Romans 1:26-32). 

In our desire to preserve the purpose and integrity of the Church as the local body of Christ and to provide a 
biblical example within the Church membership and throughout the world around us, it is necessary that anyone 
employed by the Church in any capacity or united to the Church in membership should abide by and agree to 
this Statement on Marriage and Sexuality and walk in a manner reflecting the biblical standard of this statement. 

We believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ provides a way of redemption and restoration to anyone who would  
believe that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead, confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and turn away from the sinful 
expression of sexual immorality or any other sinful lifestyle (1 Corinthians 6:11, Ephesians 2:1-10).  

Article V - Nonprofit Status   

The Rock Church is a nonprofit ecclesiastical corporation under the laws of the State of Michigan and is 
organized under the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act of 1982, as amended. 

Article VI - Affiliations and Government 

The Rock Church is an autonomous, Bible-based church maintaining and governing it’s own affairs, as directed 
by the Elders, lead by and in submission to the Word of God. Independent from the control of any 
denomination, the benefits of cooperating with other churches in the fulfillment of the Purposes of the Church, 
for the work of the Kingdom of God, are recognized. The Church may affiliate with other churches, conventions, 
and organizations through complete unified approval of the Elders. 

Article VII - Church Leadership    
  
7.1 - Elders 
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7.1.1 Definition, Authority, and Number 

The term Elder (also referred to biblically as pastor or overseer, 1 Peter 5:1-5) as found throughout these 
bylaws, refers to any Vocational or Lay Elder in whom the biblical qualifications of an Elder have been met 
and upon whom the biblical authority and responsibilities of an Elder have been conferred. The term 
“Elders” will refer to the collective body of Vocational and Lay Elders. 

7.1.2 - Vocational Elder and Lay Elder 

A Vocational Elder is one who is in the employ of the Church as a regular part- or full-time staff member and 
receives from the Church his means of living. A Lay Elder is one who is not in the employ of the Church as a 
regular part- or full-time staff member and receives from outside of the Church his means of living. 

7.1.3 - Qualifications 

The minimum qualifications for any Vocational or Lay Elders are outlined in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 2 Timothy 4:1-2, 
Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-5. Along with the minimum qualifications, Vocational and Lay Elders must be a 
Member of the Church who upholds the Word of God and the Articles of Faith and leadership of the Church 
set forth in these bylaws. Those serving as Elders must understand that the office of Elder requires their 
willing submission to these qualifications in both their public and private lives. 

7.1.4 - Duties 

The duties of both Vocational and Lay Elders include, but are not limited to: leading the Church in the 
direction of fulfilling its purpose, equipping the Members of the Church for the work of the ministry; 
formulation of the Church budget and oversight of Church financial control; mediation of dispute(s) among 
Church individuals; and final interpretation of biblical meaning and application of Scripture. 

The Elders have sole authority on: appointment of any new Elder(s), doctrinal issues, removal of any Elder(s), 
and any other major or extraordinary actions they deem necessary. The Elders also have the responsibility of 
testing potential new Elder and Deacon candidates. 

7.2 - Deacons 

7.2.1 - Number 

The Elders will determine the number of Deacons necessary to meet the needs of the Church. 

7.2.2 - Qualifications and Definition 

The minimum qualifications for Deacons are outlined in Acts 6:3 and 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Along with the 
minimum qualifications, a Deacon must be a Member of the Church who upholds the Word of God and the 
Articles of Faith and leadership of the Church set forth in these bylaws. Those serving as Deacons must 
understand that the office of Deacon requires their willing submission to these qualifications in both their 
public and private lives. In the Bible, Deacons first appear in Acts 6 and their role was to see to the needs of 
the early church body while the Apostles devoted themselves to the Word of God. 
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7.2.3 - Responsibility 

As seen within the Bible, Deacons are servants within the Church and as such they are not a part of the 
leadership of the Church. Rather, they serve in submission to the leadership of the Church as laid out in the 
Word of God and in these bylaws. The Bible, though explicit in the qualifications of Deacons, is not explicit 
in the responsibility of Deacons. Therefore, they function at the direction of the Elders, assisting them in 
carrying out the purposes of the Church including but not limited to, assisting in baptizing, serving 
communion, prayer, spiritual guidance and care for Members of the Church, and other ministerial duties.  

7.4 - Church Staff 

The Elders will have the authority to, from time to time, hire people to fill various staffing needs within the 
Church, as they may arise, that will help lead to the fulfilling of the Church’s purpose as set forth in these 
bylaws. 

Article VIII – Membership: 

Any person may become a member of the congregation after a profession of faith, having been baptized by 
immersion in water.  

The Rock Church of Fenton shall have non-voting members, and all voting authority shall be vested in the Elder 
team.  

Article IX – Financial and Auditing Controls: 
  
9.1 – Financial Authority 
Expenditures not included in the total annual budget, as well as the purchase and sale of real estate, must be 
approved with 100% unity by the Elders. 

9.2 – Signature Authority 
The disbursement of all funds, signing of checks and legal documents, and the purchase and sale of property will 
require the approval of at least two and signature of one of the following three persons: an elder, the treasurer or 
another staff member as decided by an elder. 

9.3 – Reporting and Auditing 
The church’s financial records will be made available for review to any church member at any time, during normal 
office hours. An independent audit of church financial records will be performed no less than once every three 
years or when a new Elder has been called. Results of these audits will be made available to anyone, at anytime, 
upon request. 
  
9.4 – Counting Teams 
A minimum of two persons, excluding all elders, will be responsible for the counting, recording and depositing 
of the weekly offerings. 
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Article X – Amending the By-Laws: 

The above by-laws may be amended, with approval of amendments requiring 100% unity with the Elders.  

Article XI – Dissolution Clause: 

In the event of liquidation or dissolution of the church, all of its assets and property of every nature and 
description whatsoever shall be equally split then paid over and transferred to similar churches approved by the 
current elder board at that time. 
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