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Excellence at the N-SSA 140th Nationals
By Bruce W. Miller

Over the 69-year history 
of the North-South Skirmish 
Association (N-SSA), there have 
been many great champion-
ship units. Without a doubt, the 
greatest of the 21st Century to 
date is the 110th Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry (OVI). Interestingly, the 
original regiment spent much 
of its three-year service in and 
around the home of the N-SSA, 
Fort Shenandoah, in Winchester, 
Virginia.

Organized in October 1862, 
under Colonel J. Warren Keifer, 
the 110th OVI moved into West 
Virginia. In January 1863, the 
110th OVI marched to Winchester 
and served in the Army of the 
Potomac. At Kernstown, it en-
gaged Lee’s advance, resisting 
an overwhelming force. Finally 
cutting its way out, the regiment 
marched to Harper’s Ferry. In 
1864, the regiment operated with 
Grant in the Overland Campaign 
and then with Sheridan in the 
Shenandoah Valley at Winchester 
and Fisher’s Hill. The regiment 
took part in the assaults upon 
Petersburg and in the pursuit of 
Lee until the surrender. The 110th 
engaged in 20 battles and lost 795 
men. It was mustered out June 
25th, 1865.

Today’s N-SSA 110th OVI 

joined the association in 1961. 
Many of those original members 
worked at Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base. Eldon Bertram and 
Jon Barber are the sole surviv-
ing members of that team. The 
current roster includes 24 active 
members and five non-shooting 
members. Most members are 
from Ohio, primarily in the south-
western part of the state. Like 
many N-SSA units, the 110th 
OVI includes brothers, married 
couples, fathers, sons, and even 
a grandfather, son, and grandson.

The unit practices together and 
that has paid off with an amazing 
string of N-SSA championships. 
Since 2000, they have won rifle 
musket gold 24 times; smooth-
bore musket seven times; car-
bine six times; Henry rifle three 
times; single shot rifle once, and 
even one mortar match. They are 
members of the Midwest Region 
and often travel to neighboring 
regions to conquer the locals! 
Not only are the members of the 
110th great shots, but great peo-
ple too.

The 140th National Competition 
was held October 2-6, 2019. 
Member units competed in live-
fire matches with original or 
authentic reproduction Civil War 
period muskets, carbines, breech-
loading rifles, revolvers, mortars, 
and cannon. It is the largest 
Civil War event of its kind in the 
country.

After two days of individu-
al matches, seven team match-
es were held over the three-day 
weekend. The weather in the 
scenic Shenandoah Valley was 
spectacular with the exception 
of a rainy Sunday; the day of the 
Rifle-Musket Team match, the 
N-SSA signature event. A total of 
159 eight-member teams partici-
pated in this classic competition. 
All targets are breakable and the 
pieces flew as clay pigeons, ce-
ramic tiles, and pot silhouettes 
were blasted by Minié balls at 
ranges of 50 and 100 yards. The 
rain couldn’t keep the 110th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry (OVI) from 
winning gold medals once again. 
They won the musket match with 
a phenomenal time of 399.9 sec-
onds for the five-event program, 
besting the next closest unit by 
over a minute. This makes an 

amazing 25 rifle-musket cham-
pionships since 2000. Two mem-
bers, Mike Rouch and Jerry 
Smith, have been on all 25 teams. 

The always competitive 8th 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry won 
the Carbine Team match with a 
time of 392.1 seconds, beating the 
next closest unit by a solid 44.7 
seconds. One hundred thirty-four 
teams participated in this match 
of speed and accuracy. Smith car-
bines are a favorite in this match 
and many are valuable originals. 
Skirmishers are also fond of 
Sharps’ carbines and you will of-
ten see Burnsides, Maynards, and 
even muzzle-loading carbines 
and musketoons on the firing line. 

Friday morning dawned cool 
and bright as 80 teams squared 
off in the Revolver Team match. 
The four-member teams partic-
ipated in the four event match: 
12 clay pigeons on a cardboard 
backer, eight hanging 6 x 6 inch 
ceramic tiles, eight hanging clay 
pigeons, and eight hanging 4 x 4 

inch ceramic tiles. Harris’ Light 
Cavalry finished first and claimed 
gold with a time of 118.4 seconds, 
13.5 seconds better than the sec-
ond place team, the Nansemond 
Guards, winners of the match at 
the previous two nationals.

The 1st Maryland Cavalry won 
the Smoothbore Musket Team 
match, besting 130 other units 
to finish first with a total time of 
214.2 seconds, just 1.1 seconds 
ahead of the ever present 110th 
OVI. This relatively new match 
has become increasingly popular 
and, as you can imagine, a real-
ly great test of skill. Competitors 
participate with many differ-
ent firearms, including the U.S. 
Model 1842, Confederate Macon 
arsenal conversions of the Model 
1842, the Hewes & Philips con-
version of the U.S. Model 1816 
(which features a rear sight), and 
the occasional European Potsdam 
in .72 caliber. The match consists 
of four events, including the ex-
tra challenging silhouette of a 

tiny clay pot at 25 yards and 6 x 
6-inch ceramic tiles at 50 yards. 

Three additional shoulder arm 
team matches were held. In the 
Single-Shot Rifle Team match, 
the 149th Pennsylvania Infantry 
finished first. In the Breech-
Loading Rifle Team match, the 
2nd Maryland Artillery was the 
winner; in the Spencer Team 
match, the 46th Illinois Infantry 
took gold.

Fifty units participated in the 
Mortar Team match. The mortar 
teams fire seven shots at a stake 
100 yards down range. Officials 
then carefully measure the dis-
tance from the stake and tally 
the best five shots for score. The 
overall winner was the 2nd South 
Carolina Infantry, Company I 
“Palmetto Guards,” with a terrif-
ic five shot aggregate score of 23 
feet-3.25 inches; a huge 12 feet 
better than any other team.

Hardaway’s Alabama Battery pulls the laynard to fire their piece and demonstrates why safety 
practices are so important when firing artillery, due to the significant vent flame and muzzle blast 
from the relatively large powder charges used.                   (Joseph Pelot)
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The Artillery Team matches 
are a spectator favorite and the 
excellent weather brought out 46 
guns to participate. The range is 
reconfigured so that the cannons 
fire perpendicular to the regu-
lar firing line. Target frames and 
their paper targets are then set at a 
range of 200 yards for rifled guns 
and 100 yards for smoothbores 
and howitzers. Each cannon fires 
a solid shot at two targets; a bull’s 
eye and a silhouette of a can-
non facing them that represents 
counter battery fire. A maximum 
of seven shots are fired on either 
target with a maximum point 
count of 25 per target. A perfect 
score is 50 points. The guns are 
classified by type: smoothbore, 
rifled, howitzer and rifled howit-
zer. In the Smoothbore class, the 
1st Virginia Cavalry (gun #1) was 
the winner. In the Rifled class, the 
3rd U.S. Infantry (Smithgall) won 
with a perfect score of 50-5V. In 
the Howitzer class, the Rowan 
Artillery won for the fifth consec-
utive national, shooting a better 
than perfect 50-8V. Not surpris-
ingly, the 1st Maryland Cavalry 
won for the sixth consecutive 
national in the Rifled Howitzer 
class. The accuracy of these Civil 
War cannons is truly amazing and 
N-SSA gun crews know how to 
get the most out of them.

The N-SSA is the country’s 
oldest and largest Civil War 
shooting sports organization 
with over 3,000 individuals that 
make up its 200 member units. 
Each represents a particular unit 
or regiment and proudly wears 
the uniform they wore over 150 
years ago. At the 140th National, 

“Skirmishers in training” between the ages of four and 15 
compete in the BB and Pellet gun matches under close adult 
supervision. These matches enrich the family-oriented nature of 
the N-SSA by involving the younger generation of skirmishers in 
individual and team competitions.       (Lis Cole)

Sutler’s Row is a busy place at an N-SSA National skirmish as 
members and guests shop for black powder shooting supplies, 
skirmishing gear, and all things Civil War.                (Niki Bethke)

H N-SSA Photos
. . . . . . . . . . . . see page 5

Nelda Platz won 1st Place in 
Matron’s Best Visual Costume. 
Here she is describing the 
dress and over-petticoat 
to the judges. Members of 
the costume committee not 
only judge the authenticity 
and accuracy of competitors 
but also conduct workshops 
teaching proper construction 
of mid-nineteenth century 
clothing.                (Niki Bethke)

twelve more members were rec-
ognized for 50 years of member-
ship in the Association; quite an 
accomplishment.

The 141st National Competition 
is scheduled for May 13-17, 2020 
at Fort Shenandoah, just north of 
Winchester, Virginia. For more 
information about the N-SSA vis-
it the web site at www.n-ssa.org.
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Competitors in the breech-loader team matches start the relay with a full 
magazine, but must single load after the magazine is emptied. This match is shot 
almost exclusively with Henry rifles.            (Lis Cole)

Carbine shooters aim and prepare to fire at targets down range. 134 member 
teams competed in the 140th N-SSA National Skirmish carbine team match. 
                (Lis Cole)

Charlie Smithgall of the 3rd U.S. deftly aims his original 12-pounder field howitzer, 
manufactured in 1848 by N.P. Ames Manufacturing Company. 
           (Ericka Hoffmann)

A competitor swiftly loads his Maynard carbine during the carbine match on 
Saturday morning of the N-SSA 140th National Skirmish. The Maynard is a 
popular arm with skirmishers, as are Smith, Burnside, Sharps and other original 
and reproduction carbines.            (Lis Cole)

One of the signature events in an N-SSA musket match is the Pigeon Board, 
consisting of 24 sporting clays mounted on a cardboard backer. The eight-person 
musket teams compete to hit all of the clay pigeons to clear the board in the 
least amount of time. 159 musket teams competed in the 140th National musket 
match.                       (Ericka Hoffmann)

Authentically uniformed Confederate skirmishers load and fire at breakable 
targets during the musket match. N-SSA units are named after and adopt the 
uniform of actual Civil War units.         (Ericka Hoffmann)

140th N-SSA Nationals H N-SSA Photos
. . . . . . . . . . . . see page 6



6 Civil War News December 2019

140th N-SSA Nationals

Right: Members of the 149th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry take aim at four-inch 
hanging tiles at a distance 
of 50 yards during the rifle 
musket match. At a National 
Skirmish, eight-person musket 
teams fill 65 line positions; the 
largest continuous firing line in 
the country. (Ericka Hoffmann)

Safety is a priority in the N-SSA, and proper gun handling is 
a must when loading and firing these guns. Here, the Union 
Guards carefully load and fire away at the four-inch hanging 
tiles while overseen by a safety officer.  (Ericka Hoffmann)

Music of the fifes and drums rally competitors in the second 
phase of the rifle musket match as they march across Back 
Creek to the range.      (Ericka Hoffmann)

Left: Three members of the 
Bethke family, with the 3rd 
Maryland Artillery, compete in 
the smoothbore match. It is 
not unusual to have multiple 
family members on one N-SSA 
team, demonstrating the 
family-oriented nature of the 
N-SSA.        (Ericka Hoffmann)




