Meet Becky Passarella,
UBB’s Development Director
Thank you to all who have welcomed me
warmly to UBB. I am honored and grateful
to have been selected to lead your
fundraising efforts.
I am eager to build upon UBB’s strong and
growing foundation of support. Initially, my
highest priority will be to create an annual
development strategy that will incorporate new areas of support, as
well as enhancements to your existing fundraising efforts. In
addition, I’ll begin the process of implementing various new
fundraising activities. Last but not least, I hope to instill a culture of
gratitude in all we do.
The dedication and passion of UBB’s Board of Directors, staff,
students, donors and all the awesome volunteers is inspiring! I look
forward to meeting many more of you. I can be reached at
becky@universitybeyondbars.org.

UBB & Adams State
Formalize Partnership

UBB Students in the News
UBB student and PAC member Steven Bartholomew won First
Prize in the 2014 PEN Prison Writing Contest, Memoir category
for “Son of the District.”
***
UBB student and PAC member JJ Bourgeois, now at Stafford
Creek Corrections Center, had the life sentence given him at
age 14 overturned, and hopes to be released in 2017. He is
working on an interdisciplinary Bachelor’s degree in
Government and Criminology.
***
UBB student and PAC member Orlando Ames, who received
his Associate’s degree through UBB in 2013, had his petition for
commutation granted by the Governor and is now at MSU
transitioning towards freedom.
***
Former UBB student, TA, and PAC member Jeff Conner, the
first UBB student to receive an Associate’s degree, is now free
after nearly 20 years in prison.
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IT’S BEEN 10 YEARS!
2015 marks UBB’s 10-year anniversary.
Every year we have been able to expand
services to assist more prisoners because
of your generous support. Please consider
a gift today to keep us on firm financial
footing for the next 10 years. Stay tuned
for future announcements about our
celebration plans!

Building Connections
Do you know of an individual, grant, or philanthropic organization that could support our work? Helping us make a
direct connection can make a huge difference. Please contact us at info@universitybeyondbars.org.
University Beyond Bars
PO Box 31525
Seattle, Washington 98103
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Freedom through Education

Partners in Education:

Spring 2015

UBB and Seattle Central College
UBB is proud to announce the signing of a
Memorandum Of Understanding with its new
academic partner, Seattle Central College (SCC).
After years of work determining how to make
educational opportunities available to students,
UBB is finally in a position to begin offering an
Associate of Arts Direct Transfer degree program.
Work continues on developing an Associate of
Science program as well.
UBB is thrilled that our students now have
consistent access to the quality Washington State
college curriculum at SCC. We look forward to
supporting scholars as they complete SCC
Associate’s degrees and prepare to transfer to
four-year colleges and universities upon release.
Seattle Central’s commitment to expanding educational access for prisoners has been inspiring. We at UBB are grateful to
everyone at SCC who helped along the way.
With the SCC-UBB partnership finally in place, the UBB staff, Prisoner Advisory Committee, and Education Advisory Committee
can turn to the task of devising a three-year curriculum for the UBB College Pathway that will allow students to complete their
degrees expeditiously. This semester, UBB is offering English Composition I, Environmental Issues and Problems, and General
Psychology through the SCC partnership.

MSU Program Expands!
In Fall 2013, UBB expanded its course offerings to a second prison at the Monroe Correctional Complex, the Minimum Security Unit
(MSU). This facility houses men who are nearing the end of their sentence. Previously, being transferred there meant the
interruption of UBB progress, but now students may seamlessly continue their academic studies with UBB and then upon release
with Seattle Central College. In only a year, we have grown the MSU program from one class and 12 students to six classes and over
50 students. Here, an MSU student remarks on his experience:
UBB creates a wonderful environment at MSU. It brings an opportunity for success amid so much negativity. It’s
helped show me that people from all walks of life can come together and accomplish a single goal. UBB has provided
more than a start at getting a higher education, but a chance to better myself as a person. It’s helped me see that I
can accomplish what I thought was impossible.
The teachers constantly challenge what I know, always pushing me and my peers to new limits. I like the fact that
they are never deterred by what we don’t know, but encouraged by what they can teach us. It creates a stimulating
learning environment and makes me want to come back each week. I can’t wait to see the steady growth of UBB at
MSU!
Chris Temple is part of the first cohort of students at UBB’s MSU program. He is a founding member of UBB’s Prisoner Advisory
Committee at MSU.
We would like to acknowledge the EverTrust Foundation, Fred and Gretel Biel Charitable Trust, Prisoner Reentry Fund, and the
Satterberg Foundation for their generous support of the MSU program.
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A Note from the Director

Class spotlight: UW-Bothell Arts of Social Transformation

UBB began small: a few students in one
class, and then two classes, with books
stored in a tiny locker. Since then, the
program has grown, sometimes
steadily and sometimes rapidly. This
year we are celebrating our official 10year anniversary and we’re proud to
offer more opportunities to more
students than ever before. But while
charts may capture numbers, they can’t capture the growth
in the quality of the opportunities we now make available
and the culture of learning that we’ve brought inside the
walls of Washington prisons. UBB is pleased to offer college
credit that transfers anywhere in Washington, and we are
proud to be able to recruit some of the best faculty from
across the state to teach our classes and develop our
curriculum. The outlook for the next decade is bright! As I
look to the future, I want to thank all whose contributions
have made our program such a success. We wouldn’t be
where we are today without your support.

We are pleased to offer a record number of
courses at WSR and MSU this semester. Thank
you to all our dedicated volunteers who helped
make this schedule possible.
SPRING 2015 SCHEDULE - WSR





















ENGL 101: English Composition I
ENV 150: Environmental Science
MATH 104: Finite Mathematics
SOC 370: Poverty & Social Inequality
Calculus and Math Lab
Creative Writing
Critical Musicology Seminar
Elementary Spanish I
English Prep
German II
Introduction to Business Concepts
Japanese II
Law, Societies, & Justice Reading Series
Math Prep I
Math Prep II
Restorative Justice Writing
Studio Art: Intermediate Acrylic
Understanding Family Violence
UW: Geography & the Law
UW-B: Arts of Social Transformation
SPRING 2015 SCHEDULE - MSU








MATH 104: Finite Mathematics
PSYC 100: Introduction to Psychology
English Prep I
Financial Education
Grammar Workshop
Math Prep I

From the TA desk >>>
I am blessed to be a part of UBB. It has given me the chance to
earn my Associate’s Degree which I had never imagined
possible. Through UBB I was introduced to the world of
education, a world that I’ve grown to value and a world that
has transformed my life. UBB has done more than merely pave
the way for me to accomplish a successful reentry; it has
helped me to become a fully contributing member of society. For me, education
is like the sunlight nourishing the lotus flower to blossom from deep beneath the
murky waters. Thank you UBB, for believing in me.
- Voty Thol has been a UBB student since 2011 and worked as a UBB TA for two
years. He is currently studying calculus and taking Environmental Science.
After a two-year absence, I am back working for UBB as a TA.
During that time, our program has made major progress. When I
left, our old credit partner had hiked their prices to an
exorbitant level (more than $1000 per course), a price our small
nonprofit couldn’t afford. That meant fewer students could earn
college credit for the classes they enrolled in. It took some time
and a lot of negotiations, but finally in December 2014 UBB signed agreements
with Seattle Central College and Adams State University that include much
more affordable tuition rates. Now our students’ academic efforts will be
formally recognized and will count towards a degree. As a TA, I am excited to
be part of that process.
Thanks to UBB, I earned my Associate of Science degree. I feel it is my obligation
to help other students work toward degrees of their own and so this semester I
am co-facilitating our Math Prep courses. Although non-credit bearing, these
courses are among the most important that we offer because they bridge the gap
between a GED (high school equivalency) and college-readiness. The dedication
of our faculty and the perseverance of our students all add up to success!
Having an active role in the educational pursuits of others gives me purpose in an
otherwise aimless, empty place. I am looking forward to another two years of
meaningful work with UBB!
- Noel Caldellis has been a UBB student since 2009. In Spring 2012, he became
the first UBB student to earn an Associate of Science degree.

During 2014, UBB and the University of Washington-Bothell partnered together to offer BISIA 483: Arts of Social Transformation. In this
“mixed-enrollment” class that studied art as a tool for progressive social change, half the students came from UW-Bothell and half from UBB.
Below, the instructor and a UBB student share their perspectives. UW and UBB are partnering together to offer the course again during the
UW Spring 2015 quarter.

A Student’s Perspective
If I’d thought at all about public art prior
to taking Gary Carpenter’s class, it was
with a mix of dismissal and envy. I was not
sold on the relevance of this secret society
of artists who must make vast sums hanging
giant scarves off of bridges - and how
could anyone, even a public art ignoramus
like me, not be a little envious of that?
Gary showed us that powerful concepts don’t come only from powerful
people. This was difficult to grasp at first because in prison you come
to believe that being heard or seen - in contrast to being watched - is
something experienced only by others. When he told us that the girl
who designed the Vietnam Memorial wasn’t even old enough to buy a
beer to celebrate getting the job, I realized that success in the public
art arena relies more on conceptual strength than reputation or even
skill level. No one is locked out.
Then he set about teaching us the art of Art Appreciation. Not an easy
task in a class where half the students are free people who think Lady
Gaga’s meat dress belongs in a museum, and half are prisoners whose
evaluation of art often hinges on whether a drawing would make a
decent back tattoo. It was a stretch for me to find the meaning in a
piano wrapped in felt. But Gary patiently taught us the power of
context - the idea that what a piece says has much to do with its
“where and when.”
The societal aspect of art was entirely new to me. Gary brought in a
guest speaker who had designed and built the world’s first homeless
memorial. Meeting him changed my views on the functionality of public
art. I saw how a provocative piece in the right location can cause a
sort of alchemical reaction, transmuting the creativity of one into
profound shifts of thinking in many.
As an aspiring artist myself, I am wary of art ‘experts’ whose mastery
runs only talk deep. I’ve been led astray by armchair critics before but
Gary is a working artist who happens to be able to teach! He brings
to the classroom the calm certainty that comes with having already
succeeded and the patience of one who remembers the process of
getting there. Sharing your art and creative process can be scary but
Gary created a safe space for us to do so.
Gary has made me a better artist – or at least a more creative one by introducing methods and reasons to quiet the inner critic. As a result,
I am one step closer to feeling like a real citizen because I now know
it's possible for me to create a valuable form of social expression
through art.
Steve Bartholomew has been a UBB student for four years and is a
member of UBB’s Prisoner Advisory Committee. He is currently taking
Environmental Science, Finite Mathematics, and Poverty & Social
Inequality.

A Teacher’s Perspective
The benefits of community-based
learning are well documented. It
builds confidence, helps break
down stereotypes, increases
learning motivation and develops
collaborative skills. It builds
empathy which fosters more socially
conscious citizens and ultimately leads to healthier societies. It
benefits all involved but generally speaking, one group contributed
more to the collaborative experience than the other. In all of my
years in community-based teaching, my joint enrollment class at the
prison was the first time that it was unclear to me which group was
contributing more than the other.
The class, Arts of Social Transformation, was a 400-level mixed
enrollment class of 10 UBB students and 8 University of Washington
-Bothell students. We explored public art’s historic and
contemporary ability to inspire social change. A considerable
amount of readings, lively class discussions, and collaborative art
projects all helped familiarize students with the public art process.
In the process students gained confidence in their creative ability.
Creative endeavors necessitate a great deal of personal
exploration and risk-taking; there are no clear outcomes or right
answers, so courage and commitment are required for students to
realize their potential in the arts.
By far this was the most diverse classroom I’ve ever taught. The
students came from a wide range of social, cultural, and economic
backgrounds - and an equally wide array of art skills. It was these
very differences that contributed the most to overall learning.
The UBB students were so thorough in their class preparation and
participation that it often fell upon me to stop discussion after 90
minutes, not the typical experience when I teach classes on the
outside. The UW-Bothell students clearly enjoyed the experience,
too: Twenty-five percent of them plan to enroll in future joint
enrollment classes! This was a phenomenal teaching experience and
I look forward to future opportunities through UBB.
Gary Carpenter is a lecturer at the University of Washington-Bothell.
A northwest artist for 25 years, his work focuses on his relationship
with nature through a variety of mediums. This is his second semester
of teaching for UBB.

