Japanese: The Language of Learning
Japanese, now in its second semester, is the second foreign
language course offered through UBB. One of our students,
Felix D’Allesandro, had been independently studying Japanese
for ___ years before his relentless lobbying persuaded us to
add Japanese to our schedule. It has attracted a group of
devoted students. Below, Felix writes about his experience.
Finding a Japanese teacher and
getting this class started took several
years, so most of the students had
started learning Japanese on their
own. But we knew that our learning
was uneven and disorganized. We
needed a teacher to bring us together
and provide direction.
UBB made that possible by introducing us to Noyuri
Soderland, a professor from Olympic Community College
who travels from Bainbridge Island each week to teach.
Sensei Soderland is an energetic, knowledgeable teacher
and a native speaker of Japanese.
Learning Japanese is difficult. It takes two years to cover
the material normally covered in most other first year
language courses requires. The students in our class have
worked hard, forming study groups and holding an
additional session during UBB’s weekly study hall.
Learning Japanese has given us a sense of accomplishment
and confidence in our own abilities. Knowing that we
mastered such difficult material makes our success all the
sweeter.

An Irish Crowdfunder Aids UBB
We’ve always known that UBB would not exist without
the dedication and creativity of its supporters, and
now crowdfunding is part of the mix. Turns out one of
our supporters – in Ireland! – wanted to help with this
venture. She and a group of UBB students created an
Indiegogo campaign to raise funds for our Spanish,
beginning Math, and Art classes. Specifically, the
campaign aimed to replace disintegrating textbooks in
these classes and provide art supplies. Within eleven
days, it had met its goal of $2,350. But the campaign
continues through December 20th, and any extra
money they raise will go to books and supplies for
other classes. Join the campaign by visiting:
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/textbooks-andart-supplies-needed-for-students-in-prison
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Partner spotlight:
Freedom Education Puget Sound
UBB collaborates with another college prison program
in Washington, Freedom Education Project Puget Sound
(FEPPS). FEPPS is a nonprofit organization that
provides college-level courses to the women
incarcerated at the Washington Corrections Center for
Women in Purdy. UBB and FEPPS work together to
develop curriculum, train teachers, recruit volunteers,
and identify credit-conferring institutional partners. This
semester FEPPS is offering three college-level courses
and a monthly lecture series. To learn more about
FEPPS, please check out their website, www.fepps.org.

Got connections?
Do you know of an individual, grant, or philanthropic organization that could support our work? Helping us make a direct
connection can make a huge difference. Please contact us at info@universitybeyondbars.org or (206) 276-9128.

University Beyond Bars
PO Box 1267
Poulsbo, Washington 98370

UBB HONORS 130 STUDENTS AT FALL CEREMONY
As we go to press, UBB operations manager pro tem Frances Posel is printing some 600 certificates of completion for our students
at Washington State Reformatory. That’s an astonishing number, even to us. These 600 course completions, some in College
Pathway courses and some in Certificate Pathway courses, represent the work of about 130 students over two years, so many will
be receiving a hefty stack of certificates at the UBB recognition ceremony on November 26.
“Six hundred certificates,” says UBB Board Chair Gary Idleburg, “means that 7,200 separate times men chose to be in class instead
of in the yard lifting weights or in the dayrooms watching TV. That doesn’t jibe with the image that television gives us of
prisoners.”
UBB students completed a wide variety of classes, all of
them taught by faculty members from area colleges and
universities or from the community. All of them
volunteered their time. Among the classes are: Biology
of Drug Use, Calculus I, English 101, English 3230, Music
History, Political Science, Spanish, Studies in Modern
Criticism, Survey of Astronomy, and Understanding
Family Violence.
Students who have had their writing published within
the last two years will also be honored: Jeremiah
Bourgeois, Jeff Conner, Art Longworth, Tim Pauley, and
Atif Rafay.
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UBB PLANS MAJOR EXPANSION!
We are delighted to announce that University Beyond Bars has
been selected as a recipient of settlement funds in a recently
decided court case. The King County Superior Court found that
AT&T had not fairly disclosed telephone charges to prisoners and
their families in Washington State. After compensating the
plaintiffs, the Court awarded over $20 million to local nonprofit
organizations that work with prisoners, including $650,000
to University Beyond Bars. Over the next three years UBB will use
these funds to expand our current college prison program at
Washington State Reformatory and extend the program to
another prison, the Minimum Security Unit, also located in Monroe.
This funding will enable us to build our staff, enroll twice as many
prisoners, and provide paid tuition for more students.

The November 26 event follows an April 30 Graduation
ceremony that honored the five men who recently
earned Associate’s Degrees through UBB: Orlando
Ames, Noel Caldellis, Jeff Foxx, Steven Marlowe, and
Anthony Wright. Their family members were allowed to
attend that event.
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A Note from the Director

Voices Beyond Bars— A Student’s Perspective

In September we were chosen by the court to
receive a sizeable chunk of money, part of the
settlement from a class action lawsuit filed by
prisoners’ families against AT&T.

The creative writing workshop, Voices Beyond Bars, is led
by two wonderful instructors from Old Growth Northwest,
an organization that provides literary workshops in the
greater Seattle area. This course involved the study and
application of creative writing, including short stories,
poetry, personal essays, character development, and much
more. As students, we are encouraged to find our “inner
writer” and are given the tools, feedback, and support
needed to develop it.

What a game changer!
Now we can replace our disintegrating math
books with newer models. We can afford
pocket dictionaries for all the English students. And since our staff
salaries are covered for the next three years, we can start offering
scholarships to our students instead of asking students’ families to pay
their tuition.
This infusion of money has also allowed us to tackle a serious problem
that faces students nearing the end of their sentences. When they have
four years or less remaining on their prison terms, they are moved to a
minimum security institution to prepare them for release. In the past,
this change in custody level, which should be a reward, has meant that
they lost the opportunity to continue their college education.

Five UBB students earned their Associate’s Degree in Spring 2013.
Pictured above (left to right) are Noel Caldellis, Jeff Foxx, Steven
Marlowe, Anthony Wright, and Orlando Ames. Below, Orlando Ames
celebrates the degree with his family at UBB’s graduation.

Now we are working with the DOC to create a Prison to College
Pipeline, where men enroll in college and earn credit through UBB at
WSR and transition smoothly into UBB classes when they step down to
the Minimum Security Unit to prepare for release. Then, when they
leave prison, they will be taken under the wing of our academic
partners, who will help them get settled and enrolled in college on the
outside. We’ve already taken the first steps in this direction with our
first college-prep English class at the Minimum Security Unit, which
began in September.
The result of our efforts, with your help, will be much better odds that
these men can surmount the hurdles they face, go on to lead successful
lives, and never return to prison.
To the families of prisoners: we want to thank you for the use of this
money. We are committed to doing right by your loved ones.
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From the TA desk >>>

American Literature, 1918present
Biology of Drug Use
College Prep English
College Prep Math
PreCalculus II
Elementary Spanish I
Elementary Spanish II
English Composition II
Ethics and Decision Making
Grammar Workshop
Introduction to Teaching &
Curriculum
Japanese II
Music History
Music Theory
Studio Art: Painting
Understanding Family
Violence
Voices Beyond Bars Writer’s
Workshop

The UBB Teaching Assistant (TA) cadre now includes Art Longworth,
Atif Rafay, Jeff Conner, Vouty Thol, and me. Among our many
duties is helping with the Saturday morning study hall, which has
become one of the most productive couple of hours in the prison. It
attracts around 30 students who choose to spend their Saturday
mornings in the classroom instead of the yard. It now incorporates a
weekly grammar lesson taught by Maris Catalano as an adjunct to our College Prep
English course. When volunteers come in for their first study hall (or when officers see it for
the first
time),
often amazed at the bazaar-like atmosphere of multiple language
From
thethey’re
TA desk
tables, higher math tables and other groups studying ethics or creative writing. This room,
at this time, shows off our true diversity. Art Longworth tutors Spanish students; Anthony
Wright, a member of our Prisoner Advisory Committee, helps students from College Prep
Math; and our Japanese students gather for their weekly student-led review session. Other
students work individually or receive tutoring from TAs and instructors. All in all, our
Saturday study hall has become an essential feature of our program and our success.
Bill Pawlyk has been involved with UBB since 2001. Bill has facilitated the UBB College Prep
Math, Intermediate Algebra, Small Business Management, and Human Geography courses, and
he has given lectures on oceanography as part of UBB’s Arts and Lecture Series. Bill holds a
Bachelor of Science and Master of Business Administration.
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As part of the learning experience, each week we read
works from the particular genre of writing that we are
studying (short stories, poetry, essays) prior to coming to
class, at which time Al Haddad and Erin Fried expound on
what we read and guide us in attaining a deeper
understanding of the material.
Walking into the classroom and taking my seat among my
ten fellows for the first time, I wasn’t at all sure what I was
getting myself into. This was my first experience with any
sort of creative writing. I had read novels and other
fiction, but prior to this experience, I had never written
anything that could be classified as creative. Needless to
say, I have now done so as a part of this course, and I
have learned a great deal in the process. I discovered that
I enjoy writing and have a bit of a knack for story telling.
Had I not taken this course, I never would have made this
discovery.
This course has been an excellent and illuminating
experience. I am deeply grateful to both Erin and Al for
taking the time to provide us with such an awesome
workshop. Writing has already become a significant part
of my life in the short time since this course began, and I
would like to thank Al and Erin personally, as well as UBB,
for facilitating the course and giving me the gift of writing.
Spencer Oberg is a member of UBB’s Prisoner Advisory
Committee and has been a student with UBB since 2012. In
addition to the writing workshop, he is also taking
PreCalculus II, Elementary Spanish, English 102, Introduction
to Curriculum and Teaching, and Ethics and Leadership.

SUMMER FUNDRAISER SUCCESS
This summer, our friends at Machine
House Brewery in Seattle allowed
UBB volunteers to paint their walls,
hammer together moveable exhibits,
and hang over 80 pieces of artwork
in their historic brewery. All of the
artwork, including the painting by
Steve Bartholomew pictured here, was
created and donated by students in the UBB Studio Art class.
This semester the class is focusing on gouache painting, a
technique that uses opaque pigments ground in water and
thickened with a glue-like substance.
In addition to the artwork, guests viewed a photography
exhibit, Portraits and Pixels: Photography in Washington State
Prisons, curated by former UBB instructor Pete Brook.
It brought together images by five Washington

Voices Beyond Bars — A Teacher’s Perspective
On a dreary day this past February I walked into my
favorite café, a squat isosceles triangle of hardwood
and glass that juts out into the busy intersection of
Westlake, Lenora, and 8th Avenue. I must have
looked an odd sight among Seattle’s gloomy
afternoon pick-me-up crowd, because the barista
immediately asked me what I was smiling about. I’d
just given notice at my office job, I told her, and I was
about to work full time for a nonprofit, Old Growth
Northwest, that I’d started. It turned out that the barista, who introduced
herself as Haley, also sat on the board of a nonprofit, an organization
called University Beyond Bars. I was intrigued: I’d never imagined such an
audacious venture, teaching prison inmates at the college level, and
helping students earn college degrees! Haley and I talked for more than
half an hour. By the time I plucked my espresso from the bar, it was icecold.
Seven months and half a lifetime later, my colleague Erin Fried and I were
standing before a room of ten men at the Washington State Reformatory
in Monroe. We were there to teach a workshop on creative writing –
something with which both of us already had some experience, on the
outside as a part of Old Growth’s flagship program of free writers’
workshops. Even so, in retrospect I don’t think either of us had any clue
what to expect. We’d been told that some of our students had been
published widely or received honors from the PEN American Center; we’d
also been told that some of our students had no experience at all with
creative writing. A challenge, no doubt: how would we teach to such a
wide range of skills and aptitudes?
By the end of the first session, it was clear that we would really face only
two challenges: keeping pace with the students’ unbridled enthusiasm, and
making sure that each of the men recognizes just how remarkable their
talents are. It’s been something of a dream scenario for me: while a class
full of creative and thoughtful people is awesome in its own right, it’s the
level of commitment and engagement that each student brings which
makes this experience so incredibly valuable. These guys don’t just make
my job easy – they make it thought-provoking and fun. Which is a tall
order for most activities in prison. (These days my favorite conversationstarter – or, as the case may be, –stopper– is to tell someone excitedly
that I can’t wait to go to prison this week.)
It’s been a great experience – “life-changing” is no overstatement. I’m so
grateful to our students and our TAs, to Stacey and Carol and Haley, and
to everyone else who makes the crucially important work of UBB possible.
And of course, I must also tip my hat to that little café on Westlake. It was
the best espresso I never drank.
Alexander Haddad is the founder and director of Old Growth Northwest, a
nonprofit organization based in Seattle. Old Growth Northwest fosters
creative collaboration and exchange within a diverse community of writers and
readers in the greater Pacific Northwest.
photographers to provide an overview of arts, rehabilitation, and security in
Washington State's prisons. UBB raised over $9,000 from ticket sales, art
sales, and donations. Our sincere thanks go out to all of the volunteers, art
patrons, beer drinkers, and UBB supporters who made this such a fabulous
event. Next summer we hope to double the fun, funds, and beer foam!
For information about unsold artwork, please write to us at
info@universitybeyondbars.org.
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