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, DIGESTED HISTORY OF THE F¥BI

September 24, 1789.

Officec of Attorney General ‘of the United States created by .Act of
Congress. First Attorney General, Edrmund Rendolph, eppointed by President
Washington.

WA KT - =

1861.
- United States Attorneys and Marshals placed under administrative
control of Aftorney Genexal.

f

June 22,. 1870.
Department of Justice creatcd by Congress.

March 3, 1871. -

$50,000 appropriated by Congress for "Detection and Prosecution
of Crimes" ~ first money sppropriated in the United States for such purpose.
Attorney General appointed an Agent whose compensation was paid from this
appropriation; later called Special Agent, the first of many individuals
bearing the titls, who were later to function as investigators. This Special
Agent conducted speeial investigations for the Attorney General.

1878,

’ ) Attorney General called attention of Congress to fact that he had
no force whose duty consisted of rmaking investigations involving the detcc=
tion and prosccution of Fcderal crimes.

1879,

Title of Special Agent changed to Gencral Agent.

Appropriation Act for "Detection and Prosecution of Crines™ provided
part of appropriation should be expended in investigation of official acts,
records and accounts.

' September 1, 1882. .
] General Agent allowed three subordinates called Exeniners; nvesti-
gated important cases for United States Attorneys in varjous secticns of the

: country and supervised audit of accounts of United States Maxshals and clerks.
1894. ~

] Department of Justice contained one Special Agent; one Special
Examinery and seven Examiners. Special Exaniner looked after care and treat-
dent of prisoners and made “"Special Investligations.” Special Agent ‘investi-
gated violations of Indian Intercourso Act, while Examiners investigated
Court officials and made other investigations requested by Depariment.

1902. '
“ Additionel Snecial Agent dpnointed with duties of investigative

character.
62-24112~ 193




.

1006«

annual Report of Attorney Ceneral made apeciiric mention of Pertillon
Systen of idenVification in leavenworth, kansas and Atlantva, Ceorgia Feni-
tentiuries, at which tire there were 13,000 Bertillon records of prisoners in
the former institution; in addition to 3,000 fingervrint records. %he Attorney
Ceneral recormended Congress authorize collection and classification by De-
partzent ol Justice of crinminal identification rccords and their exchange vith
state and institutional ofiicials. Investigative persoanel of the Lepartezent
consisted of 2 Special Sxaminers, 11 fxeriners, 1 Special Antitrust Agent, 1
Special Agent, and 1 Special Zxaniner. S

] Appropriation under the title "iscellancous %xperses, United States
Courts, 1006" made provision for the furnishing ard collection of evidence.
Appropriation entitied "Prosecution of Crires™ included payrent of 32 "Secred
Service Operatives" who were "loaned” by Secret Service of the Treasury o=
partment to the Departrent of Justice, being paid by latier Departxent.

1907,

Attorney Genoral called attention of Congress to fact Departrent of
Justice possessed no perronont "Detective Force™ urder its- fmmediate controls
Special Examiner Stanley W. Finch rade Chief Zxsniner.

The real inception of the bureau of Investigation. ‘

Sundry Civil Service 5ill, ¥ay 27, 1908, contained provision that
Secret Service exployees eccepting assigments by any othexr tihan Treasury
Departzent nould be suspended two years except in counterfeiting investiga-
tions, effcctive July 1. Stopped Treusury Depertrent's practice of loaning
Special Investiszators to Departrent of Justice.

July 26, 1908,

Attornev Gencral Sonaparte Assued order all invest irative natters,
Lepartent of Justice, should be referred to Chief Exariner, who would desig-
. ¥e appropriute Special igents. ¥e sunparized their activities in dsily re-
ports for Attomey Gencral. Fersonsel of Investigative force of Department
of Justice included 10 to 20 Mational Rank Dxeminers fror {reasury Departxent,
20 Agents borrowed from Socret Service, 5O Taturalization Investigators, ©
Peonage luvestigators, 7 land iraud Investigators, and 12 Exaniners.

In accordance mith Attorncy Ceneral Bonaparte's oxder, ¢ Secret
Service employees oi the ireasury Depertrent merc appointed Spocial Agents
of the Uepartment of Justics, who, with 13 fomzer Peonage Investigators and
12 ixeminers, constituted the organizationr of the Eureau of Investigation
of the Department of Justice, whose duty was to perforn feneral investiga-
tive service under Chief Txaminer. Criminal -identification recards in the
Federal Penitentiories in -other parts of the country transferred to lVashing-
ton, D« C., and consolidated.
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Attorney Generalk suggested to President Taft that all "detective
duties" directly connecied with actual or contemplated Federal civil or
¢riminal proceedings should be entrusted to a force organized on the basis
of Agents of the Bureoau of Investigation. Reports sutmitted by Chief Ex-
aniner showed following classes of cases under investigative jurisdiction
of Bureau: (1) Antitrusty; (2) Breaking and entering railway cars in inter-
state shipment; (3) Hblding up trainy (4) National Bank Acty (5) Bankruptey
Frauds;y (6) Bridery; (7) Charges egainst United States Officialsj (8) Chinese
Semuggling cases;y  (9) COhyrighting Taws; (10) Counterfeiting cases inves~
tigated‘incidentally in connection with other 3investigations; (11) Customs
cases;y '(12) Forgery; (13) Internal Revenue cases; (14) Land ¥raudsy (15) Libtely
(16) Lotteries; (17) Miscellaneous, such as investigation of a fire in a
post office or claim for the support of priscners in Alaska; (18) Murder and
other crimes on government reservations in connection with government officials
and informantsy; (19) Neutrality Iaswsy (20) Pardon of Frisonersy (21) Pecnage;
(22) Perjury; (23) Post Office fraud cases; (24) Crirvies on high seasy (25) Ser-
vice of subpoenaes.

March 16, 1909«

Attorney General George W. Wickersham Issued order establishing
Burcau of Investigation of the Department of Justico, confirming Attorncy
General Bonaparte's previcus action, creating Bureau of Investigation as an
independent unit under gonoral jurisdiction of Departmont of Justices Spe-~
cial Agents worked under Unitcd States Attornoys in various diatricts, keecp-
irg separate £iles, nowover. Titlo "Chief Exmminer" changed to‘"Chicf of
the Burcau of Investigation.” :

1910«

) Burcau organization at Vashington consisted of Chief, Starloy W.
Pinchy Chiof Assistant, A. Bruce Biclaskiy Clerk, John W. Guraner, Exominer,
W.. He Ramsey; 3 clerks, ¢ stenographersy 45 Srccial Agentsy 10 accountantsy
and 6 cxominors.

June 23, 1210..
White Slave Traffic Act passed, materially increasing work of Burosu,
both in scope and importance.

1911,

) Stanley W, Finch, "Chief of the Division of Investigation"; Alexander
Bruce Bielaski, Assistant Chief; 4 Special Examiners;y 1 expert -Bank Accountanty
16 Special Bank Accountantsy; 3 Examiners, end 6 Clerks, I addition to Exeminers,
Bank Accountants and Specicl Agents in the field,

1912.
~ "ihite Slave Traffic Officers" organized wnder direction of Stanley
W.. Finche
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vpivision of Investigetion" consisted of A. Druce Bioiaski, Chief

of the Bureau of Investisetion, inciuding Assistant .Chiel, ' Excminers, ¢ )
Clerks, 118 Special Bank sccountanis, in oddition to Speciol Agents in the field.

Bareaw of Investigation investigated misconduet of 2 United States
‘Senators, one of whom Was impeached.

1914,

office of Special Commissioner for suppression of White Slave Traf-
£ic maintained a¢ Baltinore closed, wnd merzed with Bureaus

Beginning of Yorld Var waterially increased work of Speciel Agents
of Bureau of Investigation.

1916.
Among cther cases Snvestignted were goxbling operntions in District
of Columbiaj sinking of Stewmaship "Eagtland™ ab Chicago. FPrectically all vio=
jations of Federal Statutes . refvrred to the Bureau for investigetion during
this period.

Burcau of Criminal Identification ot Leavenwerthy Kensas, reported
orininal identification rocords exchanged with 47 pen <1 institutionsy 49
police dopartuentssy 39 sheriffs, expressing optimistic hope entire cownixy
would eventuslly be covered and benofitted.

Jonuery 31, 1917, ] ] ”
_ Recoipt of Gorman Subtmarine note, resulting in rdditional inves-
tigative work .for Burcan as to Gexman activitios in this.countrys

""J'u!’f(f ..15’ lgl’iu
Zspionage Act passed by Congresss

~ Sclective Service Act passed shortly- thercafier, pvoth incrensing
enorrously work of Burcau Agontse

1018.
7 Bureau Agents {nvostigatod and brought o justicc large numbors of
War profitcers and individunls obstructing the recruiting and enlisting ac=
tivities, with rany 1ong sentences obtained. Bureau Agents investigated un=-
lawful activities in military camps and battle fleets. Complaints of variocus
violations of Federal lawe averaged over 1,500 pex day.

October 16, 1918.
Deportation Statute passed..
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February 10, 1919. S ’ * h
A« Bruce Bielaski resigned as Chief of the Bureau of Investigation, 1
and Williem E. Allen of Texas becamwe Acting Chiefs .

June 30, 1919. 7 7
Attorney General directed Burxeaw should be placed under direction of
an Assistent Attorney General.

Williem £. Flyno, foxrmerly Chief of Secret Service, -appointed Director
of Bureaus

October 1, 1919.

Division of Burcau of Investiration created for purpose of coping
with the marked growth of radicalism ond the disserination of anarchistic
propaganda. | . '

October 28, 1919. » _

~ National Motor Vehiclc Theft Act passed, bringing within scope of
Bureau's investigative Jurisdiction large and constantly incrcasing class of
cases,

October 22, 1919, ] .
— Amondment to Food Control Act passed. Burcau Agents sctive in .dotcct=
ing violations of act.

August, 1919, :

Formation of General Intclligence Division of the Bureau undcr direct
administrative supervision of J. Edgar Hoovery since 1917 in charge of counter=
radical activities as a Special Assistent %o the Attorney General in the War
Division of the Departzents -

May, 1939, \
Card index system ostablished by Mr. Hoover, containing 200,000 cards
giving detailed data upon individusl agitators end counter-redical activities.

November 7, 1919. ‘
In conjunction with Inmigration suthorities, 300 radicals and ansrchists
arrested simultaneously.

Erma Coldman and Alexander Berkmen arrested as a result of the Bureau's
investigation, the cases being handled by Special Assistant to tho Attorney Gen-
eral, -J. Edgar Hoover. :

Janusry 2, 1920s
2,500 arrests of leaders of Communist Movement in United States

simultaneously in 33 jurisdictions throughout the United States, in conjunction
with the Bureau of Immigration suthorities. .

\
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Iudwig Marting and Gregory Weinstein, active revolutionists both here

and. abrosd, were deported, the case being handled under the irmedfate supervision
and direction of J. Edgar Hoover.

Am‘il 9 1920 s
Successful investigation of

fraudulent War contracts.

Aurust 1, 1920. - S
Attorney General Palmer ordered Williem J. Neale, Special Assistant to

the Attorney Gemeral, %o perform duties of Chief of the Burdeu of Investigetion
undexr title "Acting Chief.”

Avgust 21, 1920.

Divisional headquarters of Buveau es follows: New York, Baltirore,
Atlanta, Cincinnati, Chicago, Kansas City, San sntonio, San Francisco, snd Port-
land,; Oregone

July 30, 1921. ‘ .
» Successful investigation of theft of over a million dollars worth of
supplies stolen from:0ld Hickory Powder Plant at Nashville, Tennesseed

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1921, thore wers 85 casos of al~
lcged violations of the Benkruptcy lawy 437 War Risk Insuronce cases roferred, to
the Buredu; a nuxber of aircraft frauds successfully investigated; and successful
investigation of the Black Star Line of steamships; 27 cases involving passports;
a thousand visa seasrches and 200 visa investigations. %his year rarked the ini-/
tiation of efforts to establish a clearing house for criminel information data,
£inally resulting in the croetion of the National Divicion of Ydentificaticn ond!
Information. : ‘

August 22, 1921, '
Williem J« Burns appointed Director of the Bureau of Investigation.

November 19, 1921..

Rush L. Hollend sppointed Administrative Assistent Attorney Gengral
in charge of Bureau of Investigaetion.

1922,
' Personnel under jurisdiction of Surceu consisted of 22 Antitrust
Agents; 43 Bonk Accountents;y 99 Clerks; in addition to Specizl Agents in the field

Mamh 21, ‘}.922. . _
Tnitiction of issusnce of identiffcetion orders for apprehension of
fugiti*fes._ t

[l

1023.

' Employeecs in Bureeu of Investigation consfstod of Dirsctor; 363 Special
Agents; 16 Specicl employeesy 49 Accountents; 104 (lerks, totaling 53x wmplciees
in-the field, a grend totel of 619. This was the lest full year of adninistravion
of the Bureau by Willicm J. Burns.
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October 23, 1923. . i
Identification records, including fingerprints formerly raintained
at Leavenworth Penitentiary transferred to the Department of Justice at Wash-
ington. In latter part of year, Buredu conducted many investigations relative
to Communist activities and representatives of Soviet Government in this countxyy
handled by Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Assistant Director of the Bureau, at the request
of Setretary of State Hughes. Information resulting therefrom submitted to Sub-
Cormittee of .Senate Cormittee on Foreign Relations, printed in Part 2 of Public
Documents, resulting in Senate's refraining from taking favorable action upon
pending resolution to recognize the Government of Soviet Russias

" January, 1924«

Persornel of Bureau consisted of 357 Special Agents, 22 of which were
Antitrust Agents; 49 Accountants, and 144 Clerks, totaling with. employees at
Washington, 613, "

In the Spring of 1924, the Attorney General, H. M. Daugherty, resigned,
being succeeded by Harlan F. Stones

May 10, 1924. _

‘ ~ J.< Edgar Hoover designated Acting Director of the Bureau by Attorney
General Stone. At this time there were 441 Special Agents in the Bureau,
including inspectors, Assistant Directors and ‘Director. There were 195
stenographers and clerical employees, which with 21 informants made 2 total of
657 Bureau employees,

May 27, 1924,

] Mr. Hoover issued a circular order instructing investigative activity
of Bureau be confined to certain violations over which Department and Bureau had
Jurisdiction..

H

The policy of retrenchment set in.

 Age linit for new employees of Bureau set at from 25 Yo 35 years for
Special Agents, and 25 tc 40 years for Special Accountants, with preference .in
appointment of Special Agents being given to qualified attorneys.

July 1, 1924.. '

‘ Standardized form of investigative report sent to field offices and
put into general use. Criminal identification data and records of the former
Bureau of Ydentification of the Department located at Leavenworth Penitentiary,
together with records of the International Assocdation of Chiefs of Police,
consolidated into Division of Idéntification under jurisdiction of Bureau at
Washington, by Act of Congress. Division called "National Division of Iden~
tification and Information™ began its career in Washington with 810,188 fine
gerprint records and 25 employees..

July 24, 1924. ,

~ Annual Report for fiscal year 1924 showed 61 reductions in personnel
during last few xionths of that fiscal year. Regular inspection of field offices
begun. Five field offices discontinued. AlL field offices reorganized. Policy
of promotion in Bureau based solely upon efficiencys
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Gaston B. Means, former Special Agent of the Pureau under the pre-

‘vious Director, as & result of investigation by the .BPureau, sentenced t0 two

years in.Atlanta Penitentiary and .fined $10,000. ‘National Bank Act cases in=

‘vestigated showed. increase .of 100% over previous.year.

~ .Dr. Fredrick Cook convicted of Using wails to defraud in connection
with oil promotion schezes and @ large auto theft ring ‘in ‘Arkansas, involving'
47 individuals covering theft of 100 cars trensported interstate, investigation
resulding in-40 convictions.

Decexber 19, 1924. L
; At torney General Harlan F. Stone,éppointed 3. Zdgaer Hoover, present

Director of the Burcau of Investigation, Director.

Januvary 12, 1925. ' h
Dirvector ¢f the Bureau made solely responsidble to the Attorney Generale

February 9, 1025. )
Fifty per cent of Burean's personncl have legel training; also, inves=
tigation of mentel, moral_andﬁphysical,gnalifications‘oi spplicents instituted.

July 1, 19025.. ) .
, : Nuzber of ficld offices rcduccd to 36,

- 'Interesting cases investigated during year inqlndg& pleas of guilty
of 59 defendants, including city policemen and prohivition agents in the city
of ‘Cincinnati.

Exposé of cornditions existing ix Atlenta Penitontiary wode .

Successful investigetion of the wrecking of the airship "Shcnandogh™.

_ Investigation snd conviction of former Dirsctor Cherles R. Forbes,
United States Votcrans Burcaus

Second conviction of Gaston B. Means on charge of conspirccy to
bribe former Attorncy General Raugherty ~nd other Government officials.

:1nvestigation_€n&~SUCcessfui,prosecution of large Whitc slave Traffic
.rings in.Detroit.

October, 19264 , ] ) } .
. Fugitive Division of Buresu created. Interceting cases for the year
included the spprehcnsion of ‘Connie C. Slcughter; that of Gerald Chopmen and
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George "Dutch” Anderson; the investigation #nd cenviction of John W. Worthington,
known as "The Wolf of Wall Street," and apprehension and conviction of Martin J.
Durkin, murderer of Special Agent gdward C. Shanaken of the Bureau.

The following figures, as of June 30, 1926, represent the growth of

the National Division of Identification and Information Prints received,
138,0035 -identifications made, 39,6345 percent of identifications rade, 297

number of contridbutors, 1,147; total nuzber of prints on file, 1,052, 852.
Personnel of Division increased during the year total of 52.

During tho calendsr year 1926 the nurber of Speeial Agents in the
field was reduced 16.

September 15, 1927.
Issued to all Special Agents, Supervisors and officials of the Bureau,
a Manual of Rules and Regulations.

1927..
Division of Tdentification and Information comxenced giving 48-hour
service on all prints received.

June 1, 1927, -
Nurber of current prints in this Division totaled 1,203,864.

June 30, .1927.

Bankruptcy cascs investigated increased 100% over previcus years
Important cases invostigated resulting in convictions sre the Banker's Trust
Company at Atlanta; T. W. Miller, former Alicn Property Custodien, in New York
City; Thomas A« Chandler, while important . agprehensions ceused by Division of
Tdentification during this year were those of Roy and Ray DeAutremont, notorious
fugitives from justice since Cctober, 1923. The famous Osage Indian Mﬁrdcr
case was investigated, resulting in conviction of W. K. "Bill" Hale, end the
Fort Si11, Oklahoma, arson on Government property case, resulting in total
sentences of 226 years.

November, 1928.

School for newly sppointed Special Ageénts and Accountsnts organized
and located in Washington. Territory of respective £idd offices reallocated.

The following interesiing cases were successfully investigatedy
Case of Jerry Tarbot, claiming to be a World War veteranj Southern Minnesota
Joint Stock land Bank City Joint Stock land Bark of Kansas City, Missourij
breaking up of organized gang of box car thieves, State of Cklahoxa,

For the fiscel year of 1928, the figures for the National Division
of Identification and Information were as follows: Prints reccived, 220,996;
identifications xade, 68,7937 total nuwber of prints in possession, l,&40 099'
total nUWmber of contributors, 1,676,
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May 10, .1929. o
ALl Spocial Agents in Cherge required to visit all Unit2d States
Attorneys in their respcctive jurisdictions at least once: a ronth.

Interesting cases for the year: breaking up of 8 nction-wide bank-
ruptcy ring, consisting of between 15 and 20 Syrien merchants; Exchange National
Bank of Spokene, Washingtonj Chicago Association .of Candy Jobbers, investigation
resulting in 16 defendants being found guilty.

Figures for the Natfonal Division of fdentification and Information’

‘as at the end of the fiscal year 1929, were as follows: Prints received, 304,38%;

identifications made, 86,965; totel fingerprints in possession of Bureau,
1,745,151; total nwber of contributors, 2,208 Percentege of identifications
accomplished during the fiscal yeer 1929 was 33%. Personncl of this division
totaled 80 as sgainst 55 on May 1, 1928«

. Number of £ield offices reduced to 30.

 Bureau of Investigation published booklet for distribution among
law enforcement officfals, showing the function and investigative Jurisdiction
of the Bureaus

Juns, 1930, , , o ‘ . 7
Manual of Rules and Regulations reprinted and revised,

June 11; 1930+ ]

Congress suthorized National Division of Identification and Informa-
tion of the Bureau to collect and compile uniform crime statistics for entire
United States. First monthly bulletin published in August, 1930. Based on data
voluntarily sent by various Police Depariments, peace officers, State Burcas
and law enforcement officials for August, published September, 1930. During
the fiscal year 1930, number of contridutors tc National Division of Identifi-
cation increased by over 50%.

December 10, 1930«

~Perfection and distribution to lew enforcement officlals of revised
and completed form of fingerprint classification known 'as the "Renoe" extension.
During the year 32.45% identifications made of all prints received; 1253 fugi-
tives located, and identities estadlished through the wrk of this Division.

‘By meens of singlo latent fingerprint this Division estcblished identity of

Notorious Jake Flcagle,. thereby saving the lives of four innocent suspects and
resulting in deeth sentences for three guilty murdcrers end the desth of Joko
Flcagle himself while resisting arxest.

Statistics for the Netfonel Division of Identification and Informs-
tion as of June 30, 1930, werec ss follows: Fingerprints rcceived, 409,248;5

identifications made, 114,874; total nusbar of fingerprints on hand, 2,099,57};A,
total nunber of contridbutors, 3,074

]
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The case of F. H. Smith Company of Washington, D. C. was investigated
during this year,. involving millions of dollars, and resulted in the convic-
‘tion of officials of the organization and disbaxrment proceedings against a promi-
nent Washington, D. C. attorney.

‘ Important antitrust investigation resulted in 43 rembers of the Filn
Boards of Trade being restrained by an injunction from enforcing uniform lease
contracts entered {into by them.

December 31, 1920. .
25 field offices in the Bureau in various portions of the United States.

Apri} 9. 1931, . )
' Establishment of Burcau office at Honolulw, Territory of BHawaif.

June 30, 1931, _ , 7
Statistics for the National Division of Identification and Inforpation

as of June 30, 1931, were as follows: Fingerprints rcceived, 480,524; iden-
tifications made, 161,325; total nurber of fingerprints in possession of Bureau,
2,536,208; total number of contributors, 3,913.

March 1, 1932, )
| International exchange of fingerprint data initiated with every
} Inportant nation.

; June 22, 1932, , :
| Federal Kidnaping Statute passed..

July 1, 1932.
Total nurber of field offices, 22.

ALl employees of the Bureau offered a correspondence course in
Accounting.

' Statistics for the Identification Division of tho Burcau as of
July 1, 1932, were as follows: Fingerprints received,. 573,7325 identifications
made, 208,715; total numbexr of fingerprints in possession of Burcau, 3,078,5725
. total number of contributors, 4,712,

Title of Burcau changed to "United States Burcau of Investigation".

‘ July 8, 1632,
Federal Extortion Statute passed. ‘

September 1, 1932, _ ' _
First fssue of monthly bulletin entitled "Fugitives Wanted by Police.”

| Establishment of Criminological Laboratory..

| ]
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-Septerber 19, 1932, o X
¥irst practicol fiagerprint course given to field employvees.

Fall 1932, .
The Technical Laboratory bVegan active exerinations in criminal cases,

Junuary 0, 1933, _ ‘
Course of training for Special Agents increased from four to six weeks.

gebruury 15, 1933, ;
Installation of Single ¥ingerprint 7ile in the Identificetion Unit.

June 10, 19533,

' By executive order June 10, 1933, eriective Aucust 10, 1933, the -
Divisiqn,of.lnvestigationi U« 8. Departrent of Justice, wos created, absorbing
the 0ld United States Burcau of Investigation and the Frolibition Furea. John
Zdgar T'oover nemed director of the new Division and the Alcoholic reverage Unit
forred as a separate unit in charge of assistent Director John Se hurley.«

B By executive order of June 10, 1933, effective Septerber 1), 1933,
the Division of Investigation took over the investigation of all Wer Risk
Insurance cases ageinst the Covernrent. *ore than 9,600 of such cases were
fransferred to the Jivision sSepterbver 11, 1933,
July 1, 1933, )

» Statistics for the Identiffcetion Unit of tke Division as of July 1,
1933, mere as ‘follows: Yingerprints received, 574,2585 identifications rade,
244,6935 total nurber of fingerprints in possession of Division; 3,720,584; total

nwber of index curds in Division, 4,901,443 total nurber of contributors, 5,941,

October 3, 1933, . -
‘Establishrent of collection of firearrs and other {nteresting exhibits

used by criminals in cases ‘investigated by the Division of Investigation.

soventer 10, 1935,
Civil ldentification Section of ‘the Identification Division established.
!
. oeveral thousand gold hoarding cases Involving interviews with approxi-
vately 10,000 individuals weres conducted by tke Division during the last half of
the calcndar year 1933.

4 mave of kidnaping swept the country during tle year. The Division
of Investigation solved every kidnaping cese referred to it during this year.:
Sone of the outstanding cuses nere the Cannon, Cttley, Urschel, Poettcker, luer,
Meilroy and Hart cases. A lorge nurber of extortion ceses were also successfully
investigated during this year. '

January and Yebruary, 1934, ‘ r
The Division contimied its vork in solution of kidnaping and extortion

cases.

Yebruary 20, 1034, '
Total mmber of field offices, 244
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_ Total number of foroign countries with which fingerprints are
exchenged, 55 .

¥ay and June, 19%4.

_ A series of Federal crire bills was passed by Congress und ap-
proved by the rresident. Their enforcement develved considerable additional
work upon ‘the Divisions 7his legislation included the Federal -revard bill,
National Stolen Property Acty crimes in connection with Federal penal and
correctiona) institutions; robbery of Nationel banks and memxbdsr banks of
the Federal Reserve System Extortion; the Federal anti-racketeering
statute; power of arrest for Special Agents of the Divisionx, .and the right
of these Special Agents to carry firearms; fleeing from onec’state to ancther
to avoid prosecution or giving testimony in certain cases; killing ox
assaulting Federal officers; .amendment to the Federal Kidnepins Act of
June 22, 1932..

July 1, 1934, 7

Training ‘period for nem Special .gents increased frow six to
eight weeks. 'this training consists of studies in regulutions, procedure,
law, accounting, nﬁthodology, ethics, organization and adrministrotion,
fingerprint science, scientific crire detection and the use of fire arms.s

ﬂ ~ Statistics-of the Identification Unit ol the Division uc of

July 1, 1934, vere as follows: <fingerprints received 62X,560; identifi-
cations wade 258,046; total mwder of fingerpriats in possession of Division
4,372,619; total number of index cards 5,501,0845 totol nwrter of con=
tributors, 6,774«

The officials of identilication burcsus of 80 of the principal
nations, territories and possessions rere cooperating in the internationsl
exchange of Cingerprint data with the Division..

During the fiscal year 1934 convictions secured in cuses wherein
exployees of the Division perfonred investigative vork murbered 3,531, The
sentences f{nposed totaled 11 life sentences; 11,386 years, 6 nonths and 7 days
in actual, susperded and probationary sentences; fines totsled $772,938.73,
The total value of recoveries effected in cuses wherein erployees of the
Division perforred investigativeé werk anounted to $1,116,619.28. .In addition
to tiece reccveries, the sum of $261,672.206 was s“ved the Covernvent in Court
of Claims cases in which investigittions were conducted by the Divisiony »

The Division investigated 1,659 yar Risk Insurance cases during
the fiscal year 1934, which resulted in total savings to the United States
of $17,890,768.13.

_ Convictions wore secured in 93.81 per cent of all cases investigated
by the employees of the Division which were brought to trial.




- ‘\ '
.
u .
* »
.

v 14 -

' In addition to 4,356 fugitives fxos justice who were located through
the efforts of the Identification Unit during the year, Special Agents in the
field located 928 Federal fuglitives from justlce.

) The Tdentification Unit at this time began ifs 36 hour service on
all prints received.

October 25, 1934, ] )
The new United States Department of Justice Building was dedicated.

November 19, 1934, i
Training period for new Special Agents increased to twelve weeks.

Janvary 21, 1933. ,
The re-training of experienced Special Agents over a foux weeks
period was begun. This training was designed to keep the old Agents abreast
of new scientific investigative methods and technique; %o increase thelr
expertness in the use of fireams and to afford an opportunity of studying
enforcement methods in connection with .recent Federal legislation.

May 24, 1935.
7 The five millionth fingerprint card was received .at the Identification
Division.

June 14, 1935,

Communications Section of the FBI established. Includes four
teletypewriters from which messages may be received and transmitted to
the 37 field offices simultanecusly or to a single office. Such an
arrangement makes possible a contact with all 37 field offices within
twelve ninutes, ‘

.

July 1, 1935. A , _
' The nane of the Division of Investigation was changed %o the Fedexral
Bureau of Investigation by Congressional enactaent.

Identification Division statistics for the fiscal year 1935 were
ag follows: fingérprints recelved 755,9125 identifications made 304,033;
total number of fingerprints in possession of the Bureau 5,078,5665 total
nuiber of index cards 6,816,697; total number of contridutors 8,4795 total
nunber of fingerprint cards in the Civil Identification Section 19,082 '
Contridbuting members of the international exchange nunbexed €84

During the fiscal year 1935, 3,717 convictions were secured in
cases investigated by the Federal Bureauw of Investigation. The sentences
imposed totaled 8 life sentencesj 10,757 years, 8 months and 4 days in
actual, suespended and probationary sentences. ¥ines inposed amounted to
$333,974.68. The total savings in recoveries effected was $38,481,686.17
and the entire cost of operating the Bureau was $4,625,518. Convictions
wers Secured in 94 per cent of all cases investigated by employees of the
Bureau which were brought to trials
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Outstanding investfgations successfully concluded during the year
pertained to the. John Dillinger gang, the MaissLegenza Tri-State gang, the-
Kansas City Massacre, the Charles 7. Urschel kidnaping, the George Weyerhaeuser
kidnaping, the Charles A. Lindbergh, Junior, kidnaping, .and the Edward G.
Bremer kidnaping.

July 29, 1935.

The .Police Training School opened at the Bureau for the stdy
by law enforcement officers of scientific and practical law enforcement
nmethods,

July 30, 1935.
A course in physical instruction was added to the Training School
curriculin..

The Bureau field offices totaled .37.

Aueust 23, 1935.

An Act of Congress was approved extending the provisicns of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, thus materially increasing the work
of the Bureau, On this saxe date the Banking Act of 1935 was spproved,
extending the penal provisions of the NatidnaifBank<and*Federal«Reserve
Acts to insured banks of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

September 23, 1935.,
There was a total of 14,221 insured banks of the Federal Deposit
Insuxance Corporation.

Janvary 6, 1936. N ) o )
The second Police Training School of the FBI opened.

Janvary 24, 1936.

An Act of Congress was approved by the President making it -a
Federal offense to Xnowingly receive, possess or dispose of money delivered
as ransom or yewaxd.

March I, 1936.

Foxr the first time in 2% monthg s{nce. the enactment of the Federal
Bank Robbery Act, no robberies of national banks or member banks of the
‘Federal Reserve Syetem occurred in the Unisted States during the month .of
February.

March 13, 1936.

hationally ‘infemouns bank robber, Bdward Wilheim Bentz, robter of
50 to 200 banks in many states and over a long period of years, apprehended
by Special Agents of the FBI at Brooklyn. Such xobberies came under the
Jurisdiction of the FBI in May 18, 1934.

March 27, 1936.
-100,000th personal identification fingerprint card received.
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April 1, 1936,
FBI Law Enforcerment Bulletin anncunced the incuguration of the
National Stolen Property File which lists for law enforcement agencies
stolen property which may be described by name, model, and serial number,

and all stolen property involved .in thefts axounting to an aggregate value
of $5000.00 or nore.

April 6, 1936,

“Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, announced the institution
of a series of Identification Schools to be held in each of its field head-’
quarters cities for the purpose of instructing state and local law enforce-
rent officials in fingerprint classification problems and the maintenance of
identification records,

May I to May 11, 1936.

Alvin Karpis, Harry Campbell, William Dainerd, end Thorias H. Robinson,
Jr., the four cutstanding fugitives in three major kidnapings and objects of
countrywide search for more than a year, were apprehended within this period.
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI personally led the raids resulting
in the capture of Karpis and Cempbell.

May 15, 1936,
~ The Congressional. enactment providing for increased appropriations
for the operation of the FBI approved,

June '8, 1936,

National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters effected a 20

per cent reduction in bank robbery insurance rates in thirty-five states.

One of the two attridbuted reasons -- decrease in bank robberies subsequent
t0 FBI jurisdiction by Congressiqnal,enactment<May 18, 1934

June 23, 1936,

Act approving retirement benefits for Special Agents of the FBI

"signed by the President of the United States.
July 1, 1936,

Digested statement of activities — July Y, 1935 to July 1, 1936,

INVESTIGATIVE

. There have been secured 3,905 convictions and sentences
Tesulting as follows:; 2 death, 9 life, 11,067 years, 2 months
7 days; fines totaled’ $439,472.44; there were recovered 2,499
stolen riotor vehicles, valued at $1 086,724,365 savings, fines
and recoveries since beginning of the fiscal year totaled
$35,148,287,83; fugitives located 1,0897 convictions obtained
94.35 per cent of the cases 1nve°tigated by the Bureau and
brought to trial since July X, 1935,
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On this date there were 6,094,916 fingerprints on file in the
.' Identification Division of the :ederal Bureai of Investigation, 1,021, 047
cards having been submitted during-the last fiscal year. 9,904 contributors
were subnitting these and the Federal Bureau of Investigation was exchanging
fingerprint identifying data with 73 foreign countries. Identifications were
rade in 52,7 per cent of the cards received and 5, 731 fugitives from justice
wexe located.

During the fiscal yeaxr 1936 a total of 3,495 examinations, consisting
of 14,761 speciriens of evidence, were made in the Technical Iaboratory.

February 15, 1937,
The first Administrative School for experienced Special Agents was
inavgurated,

April 3, 1937,

' The fourth session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National
Police Academy was concluded making a total of 115 graduates. The total
nunber of law enforcement officers in the 115 departments which have. been
represented in the school is §5,287, The total population residing in the
territorial jurisdiction oovered by these organizations and thereby receiving
more efficient police protection is 73,662, 3524

April 5, 1937,

Seven millionth fingerprint card received in the Identification
Division as compared to the 810,188 cards on file July 1, 1924, when the
Division was established.

May 3, 1937, n
The Fifth Session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National
Pelice Academy begane

July 1, 1937,

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, new Field Divisions were
opened in Juneau, Alaskaj Des Moines, Iowaj Hartrord Connecticut; Honolulu,
Hawaii; Huntington, West Virginia; Knoxville, and Memphis, T%nnessee- Peoria,
Illinois, Richmond, Virginiaj Seattle, Washington, and San Juan, Puerto Rico,
raking a total of 47 Field Divisions. The Jacksonville office was transferred
to Miami and the Trenton office was transferred to ‘Newark, New Jersey, during
the year,

INVESTIGATIVE

During the fiscal year of 1936 a total of 4,624 tonvictions
were 'secured' in which sentences were imposed totaling 2-death
12 life, 13,345 years, 7 months and 29 days in actual, suspended
and probationary sentences., Convictions were secured in 94.67%
of the cases investigated and brought to trial. A total of
1,303 Federal fugitives were located. Savings, fines and '
recoveries effected in cases investigated by the Bureau anounted
to $41,438,370.22 while the total cost of operations armounted
to only $5 815,598,

The total number of fingerprint cards on file on: this date was
7,360,458 Of this number 1, 382,666 were received during the 1937 fiscal

C L
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years These prints were submitted by 10,465 contridutors in the United States.
Fingerprints were exchanged with 81 foreign countries and territorial possessions.
Identifications were effected in 54.4% of the fing,erprints received. There were
6,223 fugitives located during this tire,

TECHNICAL LABORATORY

Of the 6,644 exaninations conducted in the Technical Iadoratoryy
assistance was rendered to other government agencies in 187 Jinstences and to
state, county or rmunicipal latr.enforcerent agencies in 897 instances, during
the last fiscal years Testinony was rendered in court by Bureau cxperts in
95 cases, of vhich 52 appearances werc made in connection with other than
Bureau cases. There were 4,871 exoninations conducted in the Single Fingerprint
Scction fron July X, 1936 to June 30, 1937, inclusive.

‘ The total personnel of the Burcau vas 1,769+ This nunber included the
Director, 643 Special Agents, and 1,125 clerical enployoc,s.

July 16, 1937.
The age requirenent for gppointnent to the position of Special Agent
was changed from 25-35 years, to 23-35 yegrs.

July 26, 1937, « ‘
_ Twonticth anniversary of Mr. Hooverts agsociation with the Departnent
of Justicos

Scptenmber 29, 1937.
The Burcau was host to the 23rd Annusl Convention of the International
Association for Jdentification, for 4 days.

Octobor 2, 1937.

Graduation 'of the Sixth Scssion of the Federal Bureauw of Investigation
National Polico Acadeny. Thore are 187 graduates of the acadeny ropresenting
low cnforcerient organizations with a total personnel of 68,283 officers. The
total number of citizens residing within the police Juris diction of the orguni-
rzations which have beon represcented in the acadeny and who in turn are recoiving
additional protection and nore officicnt law enforcone mty is 77, 352,089,

Januery 1, 1928, ,

Crime for the last year increcased. Orinme reports subnitted to tho ¥UI
from Yaw enforcenent organizasions throughout the country revealed that in: 1937
thore was an estimated total of 1,415,816 crimes cormitted as ugainst only
1,333,526 such crimes in 1936,

January 10, 1928,

The Soventh Sossion of the ¥BI National Police Acadenty began, Thirty-
six officers fror an cqual nunber of law enforcenont organizations woxe in
attondance.

-3
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April 4, 1938, )

] A representative of the FBI attended the Metropolitan Police College
at Hendon, England, to faniliarize himself with the riethods and procedures
enmployed by the English Police officers -in solving crimes in order to return
to the United States and afford to the Bureau any inforriation he obtained.

May 1, 1938,

Because of the added investigative bturdens nlaced on the Bureauw by
rany cases with National renifications, necessitating the expenditure of suns
of nonoy not possible of prediction, it was necossary to place on enforced ,
leave half of the investigative perconnel . during Mey and Junes However before
the end of the period Congress voted deficiency appropriation to provide for
the Bureau to carry on its work,

May 2, 1938.

The Eighth Session of the FBI National Police Acadeny began. In=
struction was afforded to thirty-six representatives fron an equal numbexr of
Jaw &nforcement organizations. A rcpresentative from New Scotland Yord,
London, England, was present in this class. A provious class included a

Yopresentative from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. With tho completion

of ‘this session 259 graduates have recoived this course of instruction and
returned to their comunitics to nake their instruction available to 70,760

police officors affording protection and safety to 82,205,508 citizens in

Amcricas

July 1, 1938,

During the fiscal year of 1938, 5420 convictions were secured in
Federal Court in cases in which Special Ag,ents of the FBI porformed investiga=~
tive work. Convictions werc sccured in 95,93 cascs which Burcau Agents
investigated and brought ¢o trials Sentences imposed in Burcau cases tovaled
3 deaths, 13 1life, and 15,876 yoars, 2 months and 22 days. The total enount
of fincs, savings and rccovorice in cases investigated by the ‘Burcau during
the past year was $47,568, 419 53 while the exponse of operating the Burcou
during the sonmc period was $6, 222,976.00.

During the year,3,253 stolen notor vehicles valued at :’,‘;3.,484,457'.88
were recovered in National Motoxr Vehicle Theft Act cases, Since the enactrient
of this law, in 1919, 48,009 stolen motor vehicles valued at $28,685,901.42.
have been recovered in cases in which the Bureau perfored inves tigative WorK,

During the 1938 fiscal year, 1923 Federal fugitives fron Justice
were located by Speeial Agents, in addition to 7,003 fugitives identified =
through the fingerprint collections

One hundred twenty-four of the 127 kidnapings which have occtrred
since the passage of the Federal Kidnaping Low have been solveds

There wore 1,572,090 sets of fingerprint records rcceived naking a
total of 8,927,728 sets of prints on file in the Ydentification Division. In
the ‘I’echnical Labor“tory 5,994 cxaninations were nade of evidence sutmitted. |
The total number of exanim’cions, involved 66,575 separatc specimens of all kinds.
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Julv 13, 1938.

' The Pirst Retraining School for graduates of the FBI National
Police Acadeny opened at Washington. Eighty-one of the 223 graduates returned
to attend a ten-day course of retraining. ThoSe successfully completing the
retraining course were awarded certificates of completion on the occasion of
the .praduating -exercises of the Bighth Session.on the final day of the school.

July 16, 1928,

The nine nillionth fingerprint card was received in the Jdentification
Division. Isiah Grant was arrested by the Misni, Florida, Police Departrent
and his prints the nine nillionth received, were searched in the files of the
Identification Division. The record revealed he was wanted for murder by the
County Detective Bureau at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

July 26, 1938.

The FBI obsexrved 'its 30th Anniversary and many employees extended
‘their felicitations to Mr. Hoover on his 21st Anniversarv with the Department
of Justice.

August 29, 1928. 7 _

V The Ninth Seseion of the FBI Nationel Police Academy began. Thirty<
eight law enforcement officers from all over the country are included in this
class.




