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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

—-‘,‘_f THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT (HICAGO, ILLINO1S FILE NO. 62-2108 ._.
5 REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT m!\; . v .
WHICH MADE - .
CHICAGD, ILLINOIS 11/12/3¢5 11/6,7/35 ¥, J. DEVERZUX WID:RP
*me  JOHN HERBERT DILLINGER, with aliases: | csamacrn or casx o
Johlpﬂ.all, John Donovanbﬂall, Clarence - : .
O Cruse, Joseph JOHarris, J. HO onovan, DEATH MASK OF DILLINGER.
COKirtly, Frank%ulliva.n, carl T« Hellman -

DECEASED. . ‘

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Officials Coroner's office, Chi
eny permisajon give 2
Dillinger, Count
formation thiyfembalming school, Chicago,
attempted to tdke mask, but ousted from
Morgue and mask confiscated. Other infor-
mation that Deputy Coroper then in charge
of Morgue way have permitted death mask
mede without Coroner'e knowledge. Such
Deputy subsequently discharged because of
dishonesty. Chicago underteker denies
masks taken at his parlors.
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/ REFERENCE ; Buresu letter dated October 24; 1935.
S : (File No. 62-29777). .. "¢ \%n,. .
- ___:-,_::‘ e d L)

DETAILS: At the Cook County Morgue, West Polk Street near

Wood Street, Chicago, lllinois, sgent interviewed
several office attendants regarding the identity of any Chicago
: person or fimm who may have been permitted to make a death mask of
1 John Dillinger when his body wes at the Morgue on July 23 and 24,
1934, The individuale interviewed professed ignorance of any mask
being taken excepting what they had read in the newspapers during
July, 1934. '
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Dr. C. W}.Muehlberger, Coroner's chemist at the
County Morgue, with whom reporting Agent had become acquainted
in another case, advised Agent confidentially that at the time
that John Dillinger's body was brought to the County Morgue on
the night of July 22, 1934, every politician and his friend in
Chicago crowded into the morgue for the morbid purpose of view-
ing Dillinger's remaina; that as a result, the officials heving
to do with the Coroner's office at the morgue, were precticslly
ousted from their offices and were not in position to properly
conduct their work. He stated that great confusion existed at
the morgue several days, inasmuch as there were thousands of
people who attempted to gain admiesion to view Dillinger's body,
and that almost enything could have bappened. He stated that
be did not know of his own knowledge as to any persons or organi-
zations who mey have taken & death mesk of Dillimger at the
morgue, although he did advise that newspaper stories in July,
1934, carried the name of Professor D, E. Ashworth, of the
Worsham College of Bmbalming, 620 South Lincoln Street, Chicago,
had gained access to Dillinger's body under.a pretext of mak-
ing a mask for a erima laboratory and had offered the explana-~
tion that Coroner welsh and fomer Specisl agent in Charge
kelvin H. Purvis of the Chicego Bureau Office had given him
permission to enter the morgue and take the death mask, Dr.
Muehlberger further advised that it wes his understanding that
Police Officer Alfred Mulvaney, now attached to Captain Shoe-
maker?'s Squad of the Detective Bureau and assigned at the Mare
quette Police Station, and who in July, 1934, had bsen assigned -
to the Coroner's Cffice, hal checked up on Professor AshwortkL's
story and had ascertained from Coroner Walsh that he had given no ore
permission to take a death maesk,thereupcn Officer Mulvaney ousted
Profeesor Ashworth and his students and confiscated the mask
which he had partially completed, : :

Dr. Musehlberger furnished the information that
lr, Jacob Schewel, who was Deputy Coromer, in charge of the
County Morgue in July, 1934, had since beenfired by Coroner
Walsh for dishonesty in office, such dishonesty, according to
Dr. Muehlberger, being the accepting of gratuities and/or the.
deranding of gratuities for certain privileges at the morgue.

Coroner Walsh wes interviewed by Agent unde




to take a death mask of Dillinger while Dillinger's body was
in his possession. He stated that he had heard thet a teacher o
at the Worshem College of Imbleming at Chicago had been caught
T : in the act of making a death mask at the morgue, but had been
SIEE ousted and the mask confiscated. He also stated that a man
e wham he believed to be named Mr, hiay or Mays, and whom he
- believed to be connacted with a dentel laboratory in Chicago,
753}} had tried to resach him fifteen or twenty times during the day
S of July 23, 1954, and when he, the Coroner, finelly telephoned
- ks Msy to ascertain what he wanted, it was ascertained that
- this person desired permission to enter the morgue and take

ST a death mesk of Villinger's face. Coroner Walsh stated that

- he told this person that he would not be permitted to make

any mesk apd several days later, this person came to his office

and presented Dim with a plasier of Paris copy of a death mask,

¥ETch thie person stated he had taken even though Coromer halsh
—fefused to let him have permission, The Coroner further ad-
~¥Ised that aa he recembered this person's conversation, he

gathered that the individual hed been given permission by John\

Dillinger's fether to meke the mask after Dillinger's body hed
been released by the Coroner's office. : o

Coroper Walsh exhibited the mask which had been
given to him to Agent and it was moted that the mask bore an
i::pression at the coruer of the right eye which Coroner Walsh
stated had been caused dby the bullet which had entered Dillin-
i ger's neck and came out at that point. It was evident from '
t the view of the mask that same was not takep after the body
- had been embalmed inasmuch &8s the impression was a perfect

,urf ‘ replica of the wound as it appesred on Dillinger's face before
{:#ﬁ his body was embalmed, :

S Mir, Donahue, an investigetor in Coroner Walsh's
office, and Nr. Whalen, firat assistant to the Chief Deputy,
Coroner, both advised agent that they kaew nothing of any mask
being teken £t the County Mo-gue, except what they had read in
d the newspapers in July, 1934, to the effect that the ambalming
S school on the west side had tried to take s mask, but had deen
PRt EN ~ ordered out of the morgue before they could complete the same.

Agent interviewed Officer alfred|¥ulvaney, who
had been attached to the Coroner's office in July, 1934, he now
being attached to the Murquette Stetion, Chicago Police Lepart-
ment, and he advised that he hal noticed that a Professor of
the worshem College of smbalming was engaged in teking a death
mask of Dillinger's fece when Lillinger's body was at the County
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Morgue and he bad asked this person who had given him perndsaion
to take the mask snd had been advised that Coronper Walsh had
authorized such procedure, Officer Mulvaney stated that he got .
in touch with Coroner Walsh and ascertained that no permission
had been given to anyone to take a death mask and he thereupon
ordered the person from the embalming college out of the morgue
and confiacated the mask which was in the procesa of being com-
plotod-

Officer Mulvaney inguired of Agent the reason for
the inquiries at this time and he was advised that Agent was try-
ing to locate the orgenization in Chicago who had had permission
to enter the morgue and take a death mask of Dillinger. He
thereupon stated that if Agent desired he could interview an
officiel at the Worsham College of Embalming et 620 South Lin-

coln _Chicagn, and there learn the name of the man wham
T Mulveney had- given permission to make & mask. . o
P sl

This Officer further advised thaet all that
Agent need do would be to mention his name es having been the
Officer on duty at the morgue at the time the mask was made
by the officials of the Worsham College of Embalming,

Agent gathered from Officer LMulveney's attitude
thet notwithatanding his atatement that Coroner Walsh had not
permitted anyone to take & death mask of Uillinger, yet such a
mask was obtained, although he stated that no dental laboratory
in Chicago had made such a mask,

Agent interviewed Mr, McCready of McCready's
Funernl Home, 4506 Sheridan Road, Chicago, and was informmed by
him that no one had madeé any death mesk of Dillinger while
Dillinger's body was in his possession. He stated that he had
been authorized by the Dillinger family to obtain possession .-
of John Dillinger's body and prepare the seme for burial end -
that he had gone to the County Morgue and had embelmed the body
at the morgue, He stated that at the time he arrived at the
County Morgue he had to wait about one hour until certain indi-

viduals who wa e and who were then taking a death mask
of Villinger had complet Bir work, after which the body

was turned over to bim and he prepered the same for burial, later
removing it to his Funeral liome. He stated that when he obteined
possession of the body, the face was very much lacerated by the
material which had been poured on the face and which had been

teken off in a rough manner so as to tear certain parts of the face,
the mustache and the hair,
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Mr, McCready stated that when he 4id obtain pos-
gession of Dillinger's body for the purpose of embalming same he
asked persone in charge at the morgue whether it was a practice
to permit death masks to be taken of bodies in ‘the charge of.
pudlic officials and he was informed that it was not the practice
and seemingly no ome knew by what right the persoms who were - '
then making the mask were doing 0. - S

Agent questioned Mr, McCready as % whether it
was some person from the Worsham College of Emblaming who was -
taking the death mask at the time he was there waitihg for the
body and he stated that he was later given to understand that
iy was someone from an embalming school who was making the
mask. He reiterated his statement to Agent that po one made
any mask of Dillinger's face after he had embelmed the body
and removed it to his Funeral Home, although he would not state
whether such mask had beem made after the body had been taken
from his Funeral Home to Mooresville, Indiena, by John Dillin-
ger's father.

Agent reviewed the newspaper files for July, 1934, and
in the Chicago Evening American, under date of July 24, 1934, the
following news article was noted: . .

"D1LIINGEK DEATH MASK ATTEMPT HALTED"

"There will be mo:death maske of John Dillin-  —
gery A ‘ - : o

S$ix men inveded the county morgue early today,
began work on two masks, and almost got away with the
enterprise before authorities discovered they had been
given no permission for their plan. R

The group was led by a man who said he was
Professor D, E. ashworth of the Worsham College of Em-
balmipg, 620 S. Lincoln St, He named his companions
as students and said Coroner Walsh and Melvin Purvis
had said he could make the masks, B : ‘

Deputy Coroner Jacob Schewelcrdéred Dillinger's

body removed to a side room, where the work was started,
while a crowd, anxious to view the body, waited impatiently.

2



Then along ceme Policeman ilbert Mulvaney,
gun expert of the coroner's office. Suspicious of -
the strangers, he called end learned that Coroner Walsh
had given nobody permisalon to makes masks, Mulvaney ,
seized the nearly completed mask, believed to have been
intended for commercial use, and ejected the "professor®. .
apd his students from the morgue.” I N -

A four~column picture accompanied the above guoted
newspaper story, showing Professor Ashworth in the aet of lifting
the plaster cast from the face of John Dillinger's body which
wae also present in the picture and four or five persons weére
surrounding the Professor and presumably were the studente of
the embalming college.

No other reference was made in the newspnperé
during the month of July, 1934, to any death mask taken of John
Dillinger. <

No ettempt was made to i{nterview kKr, Jacod

Schewel, former Deputy Coroner in charge of the County Morgue
and who, according to jnformation furnished, was discharged from
this position because of dishonesty in the_conduct of his office,
fnasmuch es it 1s not believed that he would give any information
as to who took any death mask of Jillinger, since such a mask was
taken, he probably was given a substential sum of money to look
the other way. : ik S

ILikewise, no inquiries were made of the Rellance
Dental Corporation, Chicagp, which organization is mentioned in
the Bureau letter of reference a8 being the sender of the oome
plimentary copy of the death mask of John Dillinger to the
Bureau. It is not believed that any discreet investigation or
inquiries could be made at the Reliance Dental Corporation with-
out the purpose of such inguiries or {nvestigation being epparent,
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-Spe.elel‘l&nt tn Charge, R
Chisszo, Nlinols, . - PRI A

pis Jot BIRBERS DILLLAGER with - = o«
slissest Joha Hall, Joln Dosoven - R TII.
Ball, Clarence Cruss, Jossph de -

Narris, J. Bs Dooovan, Kirtly,
Frapk Sullivan, Caxrl I. Hellman,

Desr Eirs .

 Reference it made to the report of Special Ageat 8, Js ~
Levereux, doted st Chioego, T11inois November 12, 1933 reporting -
alforts to obtain inforazation as to the erganisstion whiah prepared

the desth mask of Jobn Eerbert pillinger, B

fhe Buresu does not foel that this zatter bas been pursued ‘
properly and you are, therefors, suthoriced to immcdlately institute ‘
further investigetion through the Worshas College of Zabaleming, 620 - .
South Lincoln Gtreet, Chicago and through the Boliance Dental Corpore= - .
tion, The refarence report ludicstes very definitely that Officer = '
Alfred tulvaney of the Chicage Pollse Departzeut granted permission
to a repressntative of the Rorshas Collsge of Eabalaing %o propale :
guch & maske It would, therefors, & pear that ap interview with . ... °
preper representatives of sald Collsge should be in orders - D

It 1s dosired that the requested interviewbs conducted 48 8
otscrest and diplosatic manner. FPlesse submit & report on this ine
yertdgation iu the iasediate futures R T

Yery truly yours,

v " - . e B A
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