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~ DRAWS

PRETTY BOY RITES
SEE HILL GOUNTRY

DVERRUN BY HORDE

Food Sells at Premium; quuor
And Gun-Tating Toughs in
Evidence at Cemetery

6000 CARS JAM VICINITY

Phantom Outlaw Buried at
Akins: Preacher Makes Best

! Of Difficult Job

Y By HARRISON HUMPHRIES
{Of the Pileenir Kiafr)

PHKINS CEMETERY, Oct. 28—
he same rocky earth of the Cooke
son hills region over which the bars
feet of Chavles A. “Choc” Floyd pat-

tered in his childhood some 20-odd
years ago, tonight held the bullet-
punctured remains of the southwest's
most ruthless slayer of the modern
era.

More than twenty thousand men,
women and children, curiosity seek-
ers from 20 or more states, jammed
around the little pavilion in the cen-
ter of this rural cemetery, trampled
graves, overturned headstones, and
ripped down fences in their efforts
to catch a last glimpse of the phan-
tom outlaw, who was shot to death
by federal agents near East Liver-
pool, Ohio, last Monday. Six thousand
automobiles were parked in the fields
surrounding the graveyard, and hun-
dreds were massed along the high-
way and through the little town of
Akins, a mile and a half away,

Foodstuff at a Premiam

Girorery storea and restayrants in

Saliisaw, Vian. Gore and olher points
along the highway leading from the
funeral site were sold out of food be«
fore dark. &s motorists who had been
waiting at the cemetery since early
mornlng stopped for a bite to eat be.
fore going home. At noon Sallisaw
merchants reported the largest sale of
lunch meat, buns, cheese, cookies, and
fruit in the history of the ¢ity. Toward
evening the cemetery assumed the ap-
pearapce of a maudlin picnic as fame
{lies, exhausted by more than twe
hours fighting in the crowd, gathered
in their own circle and spread thele
Lounty.

Dust thicker than the famous Lon-
don "pea soup fog"” arose Over the ens
tire area as cars wstreamed In from
every gcction Jine and highway. Iun

0,000

mid-afternoon the use of headlight.
was necessary and the visibility wa
reduced to not more than 100 feet ir
any direction.

Night had fallen before many of the
motorisis, some of whom had drive:
halfway across the continent, inche
their way from the funersl ground:
10 miles to Eallisaw. The roads wer
packed with cars, all heading fron
Akina, for 50 mlles in every direction

‘Largest Funsral Spectacle

The enormous quantity of funers’
wreaths was reduced to a few tattere
fragments as the milling horde grath
bed at the blossoms and made awa,
with souvenirs of Oklahoma's larges
funeral spectacle. Burial was delave
when curiosity seekers stole the screw
from the lid of the “rough boX". int
‘which the casket was lowered.

After simple funeral rites, sever-
songs by the Akins choir, and a se:
Ftmm Ly the Rev. WW. E. Rockett, past:
‘of the Firast Baeptist church of Sall:
saw, the casket of the slain outla
was opened so that the thousan<
‘could view the acrry reminder the
'“erime dces not pay.” -

With a esingle file line forming !
the east of the shingle.roofed sheltc
directors of the Mooro funeral home ¢
Sallisaw and specia)l nfficers appoin
ed by the family from the Floyd ¢lo
ruehed spectators In rapld process:i
past the casket. Men were reminded -
uncover their heads and the greaie
of respect was demanded beneath t!
pavilion, while on the outside the ja
was s¢ compact that 10 women a:
near]} as many children and m-
|falnted from suffocation.
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Boore Flows Frealy

Twenty thousand was a conservative
estimate on the size of the crowd by
unbiased obzervers. Estimates by
mome press scrvices ran as high as 50.=
pnn perseans. though this last was cons=
sidered somewhat too high.

in the throng which was packed /n
literal mardinelike fashicn in & radius
of 100 feet around the canopy, many
men packed pistols. Corn liguor was
in evidence on etery hand. “zourners”
whoe became 100 boisterous were

‘mother, Mrs. Walter I Fioyd.

promptly silenced by those “in authors
ity.”

The family carried out ite plan of
barring photographers and newspapcr-
men insofar as it was able, bui ths
“hillside was dotted with writers and
‘both men and women with cameras
A woman carrving 2 folding camera
in a “trick,” purselike case Was apol-
ted under the enclosure before the
body arrived from Sallisaw and firmly
cordered to leave the grounds. An-
Gther camera was enatched from a

~1 drove 1400 miles 1o see the body
and got within three fect of it,” one
man was heard to complain,

Others announced thelr residence
an “ a few miles from where Yioyd
was killed in Ohio”

After the throng was convinced that
the casket really had been sealed, the
mob began drifting away In all direc-
tons, The bulk of them, however,;
went 100 yards deeper into the ceme-
tery to the Floyd family lot, selected
by the gunman &as his last resting
niace mote than a year ago. The body|
?was jowered there at nearly dusk,
‘beside the graves of hls father and
yopunger brother.

The Rev. Rockett, pastor of the
Jchurch of which the bandit's mother
tand a sister are members, made the
‘best of his difficult assignment. He
'selected @s his text a passage from
Ilha 19th chapter, 30th verse of the
Apnsxile John, "When Jesus therefore
had received the vinrgar. he maid, It
is finished: and he bowed hia head,

and gave unp the ghost.”
Emphasis on Forgiveness
In his sermon, the pastor placed
emphasis on the passage in the mame
chapler concerning - Jesus' forgivness
of the thic! hanging on the cross at

his side with the words, “Today shalt
thou be with me in Paradise”

“Who are we to judge?” the pastor
asked. “Who are we to doubt but
that Charies Floyd was forgiven by
the Masier when lie asked, as | haveo
been told he did. in his last heur.
‘Lord have mercy upon me? "

The Rev. Rockeit pralwed the peo-
ple of Akins and the Cookson area
as "the palt of the earth.” He as-
seried that relotlves of the "Pretty
Boy" were among his best personal
friends and were kind, lovable people
who "would do anyihing in the world
for me”

“I do not say this for the bene-
fit of the thousanda of persons, most-
]y curiosity seekers, who have gath-
ered here today, but because 1 feel
it deep in my heart. With the sanc-.
tion of the family 1 wish to speak’
word of caution to all of you, that
you who call yourselves Christlans,
be not led astray as this lad was

Cautions the Living

“There is nothing we could say that
would be of any benefit to Charles
Arthur Floyd, but it is posaible, we
hope, for us to say something that
1v.-culd be beneticial and consoling to
thoss who are living; therefore we

urge you whe do not know the Christ
as your Lord and Bavior, to seek Him
now before it is too lete and we may’
heve to recognize that it is finished.”

The &rrival of the body from 8alll-
saw was delayed some tilme because
of the trafflc jam on the road from
Akins to the cemetery. Three flower
cars preceded the hearse, azx did sev-
eral more cars bearing members of
Floyd'a family.

Before doors of the hearse could be
opened, mors than half an hour was
spent in persuading the unruly throng
to back away from the vehlcle. Only
a small part of those gathered around
could hear the funeral oration. snd
cries for loudspeakers rang out from
every side.

When the cesket was opened, the
outlaw's mother almost fainted,
*acreamed, "My boy never hurt no-
body!" and then quieted. His widow,

t

Mra. Ruby Floyd, wept in the arms of
Mrx. George Birdwell, widow of Floyd's
first henchinan, killed In & bank rob-
bery nearly two years ago.

| Son Looks Like Him

" Floyd's $-vear-old son, Jack Demp-
(sey Floyd, was with his mother. The
inwo 2pent all last week in Ballisaw.

"Young Floyd, who bears & remarkable
‘resemblance to “Pretty Boy”, is a
nice appearing. well-behaved child.
He spent the week playlng with neigh-
boring children, was well liked and
made many friends.

Floyd's aged grandparents, the
wiinkled old woman wearing & new
sunhonnet, wafted in the cemetery
from noon unt!l joined by the other
relatives. The family stolcally fought
ity way to the cane-bottomed chairs
under the shelter.

Among those who viewed the body
were police cfficers from every coun-
ty In the state. Only & small percent-
age of them had ever seen Floyd alive
and were anxious for a glimpse of the
man they had trailed fruitlessly for the
past 10 yeara

Floyd's grave clothes consisted of o
dark serge =muit, white shirt and tic
Only the upper part of hia body wus
visible, and his features bore no signs
of the bullet apray of federal officers
who sent him to his rendezvous wiih
death seven miles east of East Liver-
pool, Oblo Jast Mondey afternoon.

Private Rites First

At time the routine of passing be-
fore the casket was halted while
warnings were aung out to the crowd.
reminding them of their respect fur
-the famlly, When the casket was closed
A how| immediately went up to “Le:
the people ste the body.” and at times
under the canopy, Individuals were
cautioned against bolsterous leughter
and “improper” remarks.

According to those intimately con-
nected with the family, private funera!
lrlLu were conducted at the home of
his mother In Ballisaw before the body
was brought to Akins. Pallbearers wer:
Clar Frix, Lester Meudin, B. D. Cheek,
Arphus Franks, Melvin Faulkner and
Frank Green.

It was rumored that it was or!:
through the pleadings of friends and
hill-folk that Mrs. Walter Floyd per-
mitted a public funeral. Epectators beo-
gan arriving last night in every man-
.ner of conveyance, wagons, trucks
busses, buggles and on horselack
Some walked as far as 30 miles thioug?
the rough country.

Salllsaw was duting the day the
host to perhaps the most motley crow
in history, Booted hillmen with “ren
g:xflon™ hats, city dwellere, Indinns an
“touxhs™ mlike descended upon the il
at daybreak
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