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Division of Investigatian.
‘ U. S. Department of Justice,
: Weshington, D. C.
Dear Sir; In re: YVerne C, Miller, decessed, ot al

Richerd Tellman Galatas, Fugitive; -
" Wiilvur €. Underhill, FuEitive;
Obatruction of Iustico. "

With reference to the sbove entitled cese, this office han
been receiving almost daily inforuation as to the activities of Wilbur
C+ Underhil}l, it being quite apparent that he was copeniy end bdbrazenly
operating in the vicinity of Oklahoma City end surrounding territory,
As a matter of practical economy, it was manifestly fmpossible to fol=
low up all the verious "hot leads" &s to hies whereczbouts, It was aleo -
practically useless to try to epprehend him through meintsing surveillance
of his known relatives, He et last became 80 brazen that on November 18,
1933, he openly under his omn.name married Hazel Hudson, alias Beatrioe
Eudson, nee Hazel Jarrett, sister of the notorious Jarrett brothers, -
ocutlaws of Oklahoma, at Coalgete, Oklehoma, end used es hia best man -, .~ |
and witness, Bruce Merrill Brady, brother of the notorious Bob Brady, - Fve
The writer concluded that the anly successful plan of apprehensfon of =0
this notorious fugitive would be through the services of an undercover ..
inforimant who, if the proper one were aecurea. would be ablo to put Lo e
Underhill on the spot. : _ N e

To this end, on November 17, 1953, through City Detectiu -
Lieutenant 0. 0. Hurt end his partner, Charles Mickey Ryan, City Datect-‘;,
ive, the writer contacted &an ex-convict who for the present will be - =
known as Jacs Hughes, who had served time with Underhill at the Mclles~. - -
ter Penitentiary, and who stated that he believed he still remained in"-
the good grzces of Underhill end who also has a wide ecquaintanmge.:
enong other ex-convicts from Mcilester. This infortiant steted that he
believed he could put Underhill on the spot end would be willing to “

asslst .the Government to thet end for any rewards which might be offered
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I conferred with Mr. Joe Anderson, a priv;te detactivo K

presently in the employ of the Governor of Keanses end with & Mr, Smith . - -

Asaistant Attorney General of Kenses, whose initisla are to the writer
unremembered, and escertained from them that the Governcr of Xenasas -
would pay $350.00 for the capturs of Underhil), dead or alive. With
$his informastion end with s verbal undaratandﬁfith the Director while
the writer was in Washingtod the firat part of'November, Agent further
promised to the Informant that the Government would pay the sun of :
500,00 for the informstion which would lead to the spprehension of *
Underhill, Informant did not ask any advence except snsll sums of :
money for expenses and a car to be used in his trevels. JIn this con- |
nection, the writer advanced him $5,00 and Agent ¥rank S, Smith has -
from time to time advanced the informent small sums of money totalllng"-, :
approximately $20,00. Through the cooperation of John Watt, Chlef of -
Police, informant was provided with an old automobile end has several
tines contacted Wilbur Underhil),but was never able to get the word te
this office in time for setion., I last ¢onferred with this informant
together with Agent rrank Smith on Christnas dey, et vhich time the
inforient vas without an automobile, the old one with which he hed been
furnished heving broken down. The informeant was directed to continue

his efforts and on the 29th of Decerber wes furnished with enother
automobile, I arranzed to have Agent Frank Smith hendle ell direet
contacts with the informert as he lived in the immediate vicinity of
where Arcent Smith resides. Alsc on Chrisiras dey, I sugeested to the
inforrent that Shawnee, Oklehoma, eppeared to me to be the most logleal
spot whe-e Undernill had more or less & permanent hide-away, further
inforaing that he appeared 4o show up there more rraquently than eny

other place,

At 11:40 P, M., on Deceuber 29, I received a telephone call
from Azont Smith who advised thet the informent had Just phoned him = |
from Shawnee, Oklehoma, 43 miles from Oklahoma City, to the effect that
Underhill, his wife Hazel Jarrett Underhill, and Ford Bradshaw, enother
notorious (klahomwa bemk robber, were then im the house &t Shewnee. The
inforuent requested Agent Smith to heve the Chief of Police at Shewnee
lock him and his companion up immediately in order to evoid suepicien.
and 80 that the informsnt might remain in Shawnee, under proper care, -
until we could arrive end at which time he would give us definite in<
formstion, Acting es per sugeestion, Agent Swith hed the night Chlef
of Police et Shawnes lock informant and his compenion, who developed
to be Lon Johnson, up, Imnedletely upon receiving this word, Agent pro-
ceeded to orycnize e posse consisting of about four deputies from the |
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Sheriff's Office et Oklshoms City, leed by W. I. Eades, Chier Deputy;
Detective Lieutenant Clerence Hurt end Detectives Charles }Mickey Ryan -
and Bryce of the Oklehome City Police Depertment. These officers to= . :
gether with the writer and Speclel Agents Frenk Smith, K. D. Deadartok;; :
Paul Hensen, J. M. Edger, T. M. Birch, end G. H. Franklin, proceeded
irmedietely by sutomobile to Shewnee, Oklahama, where we arrived about .
1320 4. M., on the 30th, immedietely conferring with Frank Bryant,
night Chief of Police at Shawnee; efter which 1t was determined expediont/
to escertaln as nearly &s possible who might be in the house where the
inforrment had reported that Underhill was located. To this end, the
informent eccompanied by Mr. Bryant end €., 0., Hurt made a reconnaies
sance end determined that the house wes 608 iLewey Street and et which
tims 1t was observed that the house wes fully lighted, but with all

‘ blinda drewn. The informent hed reported that when he had left the

’ pleace at ebout 9:45 P, M., Underbill's car wes stending on the drive-

way betwesn the house and the garsge the doors of vwhich were standing

wide open, Uhen the second trip wss made, 1¢ was observed thet the ]

gerage doors were ¢losed end the car not in sight. It was also deter-

mined by this time that the house was originally rented by one Hatley

Smith, well known {nsur-nce men of Shawnee, but thct he hed sub=let

it to persons whose identity was not established et thct time. It

was also ascertalned that the house hed been under observatiocn by the

Shawnee Police for some weeks owing to suspicious nctivities thereat.

With this infornation} 1t wes decided to raid the place st
once and the officers present were divided into two squada, who proe
ceoded together to withir a block and & half of the plasce where we
left our gutomobilea, The writer, Agents Smith, Deaderick and Hansen
%ith Detectives Hurt, Ryen &nd Bryce, approached the house from the
rzar while Agents Frenklin, Bdgar, and Birch, eccomnpanied by night
Chiel of Folice Frank Brysnt end Deputy Sheriff Eades and the other
deputies from the Oklahmme City Sheriffis Office, &pproached the
house obliquely frox the frant, The writer and the other officers
ebove mentianed eponroached obliquely from the rear, this precautiom
being teken 4n order %o obviste the possibility of getting caught
in s cross fire. As vwe neared the houses, a dog began dberking furiously,
which hastened our spproach to the resr of the house, at which time it
was observed that the shades on the two rear bedroom windows were up
all the way end & light burning brightly in the rear tedroom, Upon
nearer epproach, Unierhill was seen standing ineide dressed only in
a long suit of underclothes end apparently Jjust about to retire, Fear-
ing that he would be elarmed by the barking of the dog, the writer
eccompenied by Lieutenant Hurt imuediately rushed forwerd to the rear
window &t which time Burt shouted, "Wildbur, throw up your hands. I% .
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‘Underhill eppeared taken by surprise and made & notion as though to -

ecamply, but suddenly whirled es to pick up his guns. At this junctiems.
Hurt discharged a teer-ges shell through the window and the writer
fired 8irectly at Underhill three times with e Thompson Mechine Gun,
and at the firat or second shot, Underhill fell to the floor and the
writer and Hurt backed away from the building es we were a8t the=t moment
in e possible line of fire from the front of the houss, which was

only a shell frame, We ¢ould not see Underhill any more and firing
then broke out from the other officers in front of the house about the
gare time thst Underhill's guns began to bark from the rear window.
However, it is difficult to state definitely the exact order of the
riring. The firing then began generally into the house from both the
front snd the rear and additi-nal gas shells were fired into the house
on the front. It afterwards dsveloped that almost imedfiestely after .
Hurt and the writer fired the first shots from the reer of the house
thet Underhill turned end ran through the other darkened rooms and out
the front door, cled only in his underclothes and being bare footed.

A nunmber of shots were fired at him from the front of the house where
Azents Frenklin, Birch and Edgar were with shot guns end at which tims .
Azent Bireh fired six shots from the Browning Automatic Shotgun end
Puderhill was seen to fell twice end each time recovered his footing
eand turned between two houses some two or three doors South. It was
impossible and unsafe for anycne to follew him then om account of the
continuous firing being poured in that direction from the other of-
ficers. It was aome moments before the writer discovered that he hed
left the house, In the meantine, we shouted for the other occcupants

of the house to come out, and one Reymond Rowe, elies Ralph Rows, .——
crawled out of the front door being blinded by gas and unable to C :
stand erect, having been sbot through the elbow and top of the shoule
der and steting thet he was psralyzed end could not get up. Also, .
another woman ceme screaming out of the house and fell on the lewn

in front of the house, About this time, Hezel Underhill showed up

fn the 1ight in the back badroom end Clarence Hurt called her by

name énd told her to come out immedistely. She recognized Hurt and
ptsted thet she would surrender. Apparently she hed bdecoms overcons

by the gss and had lain on the bed during this intervel of cantinuoums
tiring, She csme out and was teken into custody. Rowe, and the other
women who developed to be Eva lay Nichols, e beauty perlor operater
fror Seminole, Oklehoms, were placed in an ambulance &nd taken to the
hospital. : : _

The writer and most of the other Division Agents lmmedistely
scettered throughout the immediate neighborhood with flashlights and
cars endeavoring to pick up the treil of Underhill, but were unable to
do0 80, Also, & call was placed immedistely to the State Penitentiary
at McAlester asking for blood hounds which, however, did not arrive
until 6:45 A. M., McAlester béing some 100 miles away. _
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During all this interval, officers in cers and on toot and otherliso
continued scouting the vieinity for a redfus of » mile or two, It
wes raining apnd very foggy. It was at this time practically certain
that Undsrhill hed been badly ‘ou.nded. and it was relt that ho could
not proceed very far,

As above steted, the blood hounds srrived at 6145 A, n.,

and immediately efforts were made to have them pick up the scent,
there having been found a place where he had fallen face downward

in the mid and 2lso & place whers there was a & small spot of dlood.
At this point, the hounds eppeared just about to start off when &
police car rushed up and azhounced that Underhin was in the City

Hospital, _
It" was later discovered that Sherifr Stenley Rogers and

severel other officers from Oklahana City, in response to & telephone

call for assistance, had just arrived and were elmoat at the point of

leaving the Police Station when & motorcycle officersnamed Bill ¥cKenzie

who was the only officer left on duty at the station, rushed out and

told Sheriff Rogers that he knew where Underhill was and said, "Letta

go." They proceeded to 509 Esst Main Street, Shewnee, which 13 [
second-hand furniture store owned by R. E. Owens, where Underhill wes
fourd in bed in a back room almost unconsciocus.

It develbped that Owens, the owner of the furniture si’ore,_ :_ ,

bad notified McKenzie of the whereabouts of Underhill. This place
is some 16 bdlocks from the scene of the gm fight and everyone of
experience who has seen Underhill since he was shot 1s unable to
understend how it was possidle for him fo have proceeded so far on
foot, It also developed that Owens- is aleo an ex-convict who served
time at Mcalester with Underhill end ¢
oxactly whers he was hesded for when he fle . It sppears, however,
thet since Osiens immed istely reported the presence of Underhill 4n
his house, that there will be mno justification of procedure sgainst
him. The fact that Underhill wes actually taken into custody by
Sheriff Rogers and his fellow officers undoubtedly led to the Assoge
fated Press report that he had been captured by police officers.

Underhill did not ettempt to deny Hs identity. He is
in very grave condition, but has talked a great deal. He thought he
was dying end under such conditicne postively asserted to Agent

Frapnk Smith that neither he nor ‘Harvey Bailey had anything to do ivith _

the Kansas City mmasacra. .

erhill evidently knew




AT

.‘
(=% o,
i,

Hos &

He stated that at that time, he and Bailey were in QOklshoma city where .

he was ettending Bailey's wounds recsived at the time of their escape - - -
from Lenaing., This stetement, mnde under such conditicns, is believed -“~ o
to be true &a he offered to produce eredible witnesses to prove the

tact, . , 2T e

It Turther devaloped that the noman, E‘va May Niehole B recently
divorced wife of Bert Epple, Seminole, QOklahoma, and also previously =~ - >
divorced from somecne else, hed come Trom Seminole at ebout 11:00 otelock .
thet night witk Ralph Rowe, .an sx-convict and for whom warrents are .
ocustanding at Ardmore, Oklalioms oh a charge of running down a pedestrian
end for whom it is understood that there is a warrant also outastanding

t Fort Smith, Arkesnsas on a-charge of kidnaping, the latter charge not °
coming within the provisfons of the redersl Kidnaping Law, the full ’
details not have been learned, was shot twice through the sbdomen end = |
once through the foot., Rowes wes also shot high up through the r:lght Gy ¥
shoulder end through the left elbow., His wounds ere not serious, -~~~ -
He is also reputed to be wented at Oktmlgee and Cushing, Oklahoma, on .
charges of high-jacking and efforts are now being made to ﬁenti!‘y him -
in those matters.

At 6:20 A, M., Decenver 31, 1933, the woman, Eva May Nichols,
dieao - 2

.

Agent conferred with Chief of Polioe F. A, Budd, Sharnee,
and requested him to take the matier up with the County &ttorney re-
lative to any inguiry the 1atter officer might deaire to institute.
Aczent was edvised by Mr. Budd that the Assistant County Attorney Wyatt -
had gtated thet no inquest would be necessary and that the locel of-
ficers were well plessed with the outoome of the battle. Whersupon,
Agent instructed the modtuary in charge of the body to release same
to relatives, , .

It is reported that a number of guns were found in_the house .
but Agent hes been unsble in the rush of matters to ascertain definitely
Jjust what guns were found, end at this time, the only guns which came y
into the possession of Division Agents is & shot gun which wes found
in the cer of underhill in the garage. No guns were found by Diviaion
Azents, ae while we were out scouting around looklng for underhill,
othsr officers entsred the house. ; _

Azent T. M. Birch, in exenining underhillt's clothes, found_ )
in his coat pocket $5,300 worth of first mortgage collateral trust
gold bonds of the rranklin Title and yrust Companys
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The iaily Oklehcman fnformed the writer that they reeeim
& wire sdvising that bonda of these identicel nugber and seriea uero e
stolen at rrankfort, nentucky. they are checking further by uirs S
to ascertein the eircmnsta.nces end date of thefte . e B

vnderbill further stated that there wes 310,000 mpre 'bonds, 5w o
but Agent was unable to get cut of him where the‘y vere, He atated. B
however, at last that '1'11 get them for you. e CaiTe el e

The wounds of Undorhill 13 4in pumber, are more or lau
as follows: One bullet struck hm an the left cornger of the forehead
plowing & grove around bis heed and cutiing off the top of bis esr,
apperently made by & machine gun slug. Another wound entered s right
sids just above the liver and apparently emerged through'the spine
tearing e jagged hole upon 1ts exit, apparently & 45 machine gun
bullet, Another wound through right forearm, epperently a 45 machine
gun dullet, Several buckshot entered his back, onme being now appar<s
ently lodged just inside the akin on the frant of the stomach, Other
bucksirot atruck him on the left arm while one entered the right leg
below the thigh, J4nother struck him in the left leg on the inside
ebove the knee, The doctor, J. A. Walker, in charge of the municipal
hospital at Shawnee, at firat etated that it would be impossidle for
Underhill %o live, dut today, he sppesrs somswhat improved, and the
doctor is uniecided es to the ultimete outcome, He states, however,
that should it appear thet Underhill might recover, he will tomorrow
or the next day amputate Underhill's left arm.

4‘-’

: Lon Johmeon and brother, "Sleepy" Johnson, were conveyed

to Oklehoma City and placed in jail, It is contemplated to file a
canplaint agaimst them for harboring on account of the fact that Underw
hill hes beon a frequent vieitor to their place and it cen be proven,

1 Azent contemplates also filing e complaint sgainst Ralph Rowe, but

ic deleying in doing so in the hope thet he mey be identified in scme
Oklahoma high-jacking case in which event he could be prosecuted and
given a much heavier sentesnce. ; .oz . a
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CERE by

Hazel Underhill i.a being held without bond pendins alvice .
of the United States Attorney as to whether or not she may be chargad
with herdoring her own husband,. :

This hurried letter 1s written at the request of Mr. Hughos
in order that the Division mey be advised am soon &s possible of the
high points in the cppture of Underhill. Further details will be m- _
corporated in e report to be submitted later. ‘ k2% S

g i ‘ ‘Y very tr%ly, ' o :
o # . R. H. Colvin, > F

Special Agent in Cherge,
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