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The followinr longhand note was givien to Inspector |/ + Rorer on
the morrnin~ of april 20, 1934, by some unidentified person gflittle Bohemia:

"HenTy - You can go to Rhinelander and cell as plenned,
ot one word to aryone gbout it, Tell then io line up
the hizhways. There will be more here tomorrow &nd
don't let enyone know where you &re golns ©or whye. e
went to be protected by the: es best e&s they can, Tell
ther that.”

Arzent J. Lo Iladele exzibited the above note to lrs,{ianatka, and she
jdentiried sa—e a&s the measarze sie wrote on the mornin:z of April 22, 1934, In
tnis cennection she edvised thst on Seturday =fternoon, April 21, 1934, she end
her husbzad, Zmil, hod e discussion about notifying the autiorities of Cillinger's
eppeercnce &t Little Sohemia, They Tinally decided to direct & letter to
:dward L. Fisher, assiztent United States Attomey, Chicaco, witz whoxm tney were
vell ecqueinted, sdvieing him of the above, and with the request that he relay
this information to the proper esuthorities. She further stated that 2mll wrote
the letter, and thst she left the lodge at 7:00 F.i,, that night for the purpese

of drivin: to lercer, .isconsin to mmil it, She advised that none of }he geng
attempted to stop her, end wnen she arrived zt Manitowish, Wiisconsin, which is
only & few miles from lercer, she picred up her brother Lloyd. LePorte, &t his
home, and esked hix to go with her. He accompenied her to liercer where she
deposited the eforementioned letier, and then Lloyd drove her, ct her reamest,
"to her other brother's home, George\LeForte, et l'anitowlish, who was giving &
birthder purty for his son. .43

Tues arrived et Georg. Larorte's home at 8:00 P.il. and she irmedlately
informed Henry\’.’oss, who wos there at the time, about Dillinger and his geng
teins et Litile Zohemia. she steted thet she wes very rwuch afraid, and wasa
anxious to xnow what to do. accordinz to Mrs, ilenetka, Yenry Voss sugegested
that the police st !lilwaukee, or the rederal enthorities in Chicapo, be

iimmedietely notified, es he thou;kt that the sheriff's 2l -
zdeguately egiipped to cope with thet peng, ,,"/ ..(:z u‘;f‘;‘ //,/0 5‘7{
e fh & K ]
r:gmw.s: DFESTROYED TN 13- NTeOTY "MAY 934
48 SEP 1 1964 N y §
477 !g & !

224




' @ L )
)

-2- |

In this econnection they tentatively agreed to heve Henry Voss drive
to Rhinelsnder the next morning for the purpose of heving hin telephone some
one in Chicazo concernins 2i1llinger end his mob's epregrence at Little Bohemla,
Tris »len, of course, wos pending the approvel of Emil?ganatka.

lrs, .enetka went on to relate thet on the following morning,

April 22, 1€34, she end il went over the situation, and it was agreed upon
thet the above plen be carried out. IIowever, the next guestion was - how 1o
ret word to Zenry Voss informinz hir to notify ewnthorities as originelly
plenned, 1rs. wanatie stated thet they dcred not phone him &t his home, for
fear thet trheir wirocs were tepped. They Tinclly agreed to notify him by
messenger, and in thiz connection llrs, Wanatic wrote the above quoted letter
ead geve sz-e to~ether with e paciuge of cigarettes to Lloyd LePorte, brother
of Irs, wanctse, wWio wes in the place at that time, All this transpired before
the pen~ rcot up th:zt rorniny, wiilch she estimates to be around 7i50 A.lL

[

1rs, .anatic continued that Lloyd delivered the message to llenry Voss
tithout on Gifficiliy; thet she leter heerd thot lr. Voss had driven to Rhine-
lender, and there phoned lr.fLaabenheimer, in Chicago. She stated that she wes
very muck afraid end nervouslell thet dsy, end toverds late thet efterncon she
heerd about the plece thot the rod wes foins to leeve, immediately upon the
arrivel of Pat Zeilly end Pzt Cherrinszton from llidinneepolis, She steted that
cne left the lodre &t ebout 4:30 that efterncon, end proceeded to Voss's place,
where she inforred . Ts. Voss that the gang wos lezving right after dinner thet
everins; tazt in view of lrr. Voss beinc et Rhinelander weiting for the Federal
ecthorities to arrive, she (irs. Voss) drove to Aninelander to relay the cbove

informetion to :r. Voss.

~he gbove mentionzd lonshend note written by lLrs. wanatke and delivered
to Zenry Voss by Lloyd Lalorte, is being reteined in the Chicaso Division OfTice
files,

A-ent Joun L, ladela interviewed Lloyd\%a?orte, lanitowish, iisconsin
on 4april 27, 1934, and furnished tue following informction. Ee stated thet

on sridey, april 20, 1¢34, he stopped st Little Boheaia at about two P, for
e class of beer; thot he remeined there for app:oxinmately 15 or 20 minutes,
end then left; tnat as he wes starting his car, he noticed a Ford V8 Sedan,
becring llinnesote license pletes, stop at & point ebcut ten feet to the right
side of bis car, LaPorte stated that he did not pay anyr particuler ettentlon
to trhe car, 2s he thousght it contained customers mins to Little Bohermie, and
es he was sterting his car, the driver of the other car got out ond asked,

"Is this Znil's place?™ LaPorte replied, "Yes", and drove eway. As he wes
leevinrs, he noticed thet there were three occupants in this cer, including the
driver, end further noticed thzt the first three numbers of the license plate
were "215", ~rent erxhibited to Lloyd LiPorte numerous photographs of the
Dillinger mob, end he pozitively identified the photo of Homer Van leter as
the liteness of the men vith whom he telked. e wes uneble to identify the
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other two occupants, givinz the reeson that he did not get a very good look at
the:, HYe stztei, hovever, thot one of the three was & woman.

Ls~orte continuel that he did not visit Zmil's plece agein until
ecrly Sundcy mornin:; thet on Saturler night, April 21, 1934, &t about 7:15 2.0
his sister, !xs. Znil .encztiiz, drove to hls house and asiied him to accompeny
her to .lerccr, .icconsin to meil o letier; the=t es ther were proceeiinz to
Uewcer, siic told hirm that Lillinscer =< is gz were at their place, end thst
s-¢ wos sendin~ & letter to soize Pederel officiiul in Chicago, advisinz him to
notify tne -rope:r euiloritiss, Lilorte siztel thct upon thelr return they
& 2t his bro<iirtz tlace, who was oivinz a birthder party for his son;
i T tes, Yoss and other reletives were there vhen they arrived. IIe
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act To. wantilce immeiicztel: ealled ir. Vozs to one side and told
ki~ ehrout Lillinrer's presence &t Little Eokenia. Larorte advised thot he does
r=t mov the deiails o7 their conversetion, but thet after & while, he, henry
Voss, and 1.7c. o.anatie discussed tie best possible metiod of notifying the
“eut-orities; thot in tlis connection, lienry Voss was efreid thet lrs, vanetic's
letier to Chiez-o would not be received in time, as the gang 2lready had in-
timated t5 Inil thet they were poing to leave irmediately upon the arrival

of the other re~bpers of the cenc (Fat Reilly and Pet Cherrington) from
tinneznolis. Larorte stcted that lenry Voss surcested driving to Rhinelander
thet night for the purpose of callins Chicago or 1-ilwaukee, but lirs. lanatke
gercued azcinst that, ac she wonted to confer with Imil first. They finzlly
ezreed to walt until morning; taat is, until i’rs. Janatka telked with zmil,

ens it wes crrenged thet Lloyd Lgrorte should go to Little Boheanla early

thc next morning, oot #mil's decision on the matter, and then relay the in-
formation to Henry Voss, who was to act in accordance with their plens.

LaTorte stated that on the following norning be esked his mother to
eceormpany him to Little 3ohemie in order to divert any susplcion which they
richt creete beceuse of their appezrance there, ¥e stated thet they arrived
gt P-il's place at about 7:15 A.ll,, end that the men, vho he identified es
tomer Van leter, was the only member of the gang Seen ebout the premises; that
while he, LeTorte, wes in the kiichen, he observed throuch the window, Ven
l'eter walk ctout the yard and look over LePortet's car on the inside end outside.
e further stated that neither Imil nor lirs. Wanatkz talked to him, &s they
were efreid thet their sctions misht erouse somesuspicion, He stated that he
remeined there for ebout thirty rminutes, vwhen lrs. .~enatka deftly hendel him
e pecrage of cizarettes, to-ether with a note, end whispered to him that he
should give the note to lienry VOssS. LePorte stated thet he discreetly left
tne pre-ises and drove to Voss's and turned the note over to him; thot Voss
recd sgme end irmedistely aszed his son, Lloyd Voss, and him, Lloyd LaPorte,
to cceompany hinm to Rhinelander; thet when they errived there, llenry Voss
czlled r. Laubenheimer in Chicago, req esting him to notify the proper
guthorities or>illinger end his mob's appesrence et Little Boliemia, LaPorte
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steted that he end Lloyd and Henry Voss remained a8t Zhinelander until the
A~ents arrived from Cnicago and 3t. Paul in airplanes, end then proceeded
with them to Little Sohemla.

nenry Voss, upon beincs interviewed by Azents M. C. Felkner and
I« B. Rnodes, stated that he and his wife attended e birthdey party ebout
©:00 P.Y. April 1934 at the haze of his brother-in-law, Georze LaPorte;
that Lrs. il Lanctre and Lloyd LaPorte were there elso; that durins the
course of the party Mrs. wanstia told him the Dillinser cang wes at their
place andé htd been cince Fridey, April 20th, and thet she hed, on the
evenins of April 21st, meiled & letier to the Federel muthorities, nemes
not recalled, &t Chicazo giving inforzation of the above fact; further,
thet prmil had telien tlhie license nurmbers of the men's cars and had given
then to lrs. wanatke to give to him, Voss. The above conversation took
nrlece in & bedroor et Georce Leforte's home during the course of the
perty. Georce LePorte wos not present but his brother Lloyd was, After
lesrnins $he ebove, he, Voss, tzlked to Georze Lelorte. Voss could not
reczll thut Ceorrse Loilorte wanted to orgenize & posse. ilOwever, he, Voss,
does re~e~ber that he to0ld Georgce that local eitizens should do nothing
in t-e metter until the &rrivel ol the Federzl officers inaamuch &s be had
teen readin: in the peper that Azents of the Department of Justice were
hanéling such ceses and he thouznt that the locel authorities should wait
until the, arrived orn the scene and obtzin the berefit of their erperience

in the ratter. . P,

_ Sorietime eround ten P.ll., Sundar, April 22, 1934, Voss tried
to zet in touer with Unitel Ctetes iinrshal Laubenheimer, Chieago, by
telephone and rejort the ebove news to him, but he wes unsuccessful.
“e then wees able to recch I're Laudbenheimer's son, name not recalled, but
who is in ‘he rezl estete business in Chicego, on the telephone, and
he reported the situstion to hir. Subsequent thereto he received a
telephone call from lr. Purvis ot Chicazo, &dvising that his Department
wes handlins the Dillincer case and thet he would be plecsed to receive
vm£1 infor-ztion he hed relative to Dillinger's presence in the vicinity;
thet he gzve the inforwetion, related above, %o lr. Purvis. He was
unable to state the epproximete time that he talked to }r. Purvis, but
said it was shortly after he had reported the situation to lir. Lauben-

heimer's son.

george LeForte, lienitowish, .isconsin, upon being interviewed by
iscents Yadale, Melvin and Rhodes, steted he is & brother~in-lew of Emil
wenatke end Zenry Voss of lanitowish; that sometime during Saturday
rorning, April 21, 1¢34, his sister, lrs. .anatke, sent her son to his,
Leorte's place with some clothes; that he, Larorte, suspected from the
tbove incident thet sometiiing was wronz over &t Imil's place, but thousht
rothing more of it in view of the feet that Imil end his sister do not get
:lonz well torsether end are constently hevins femily guerrels.
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La”orte stated that glong ebout ¢:00 P.ul., Saturdey, april 21,
. 1924, he rave & birtndzy party et his harne for his son; that Lrs, wanatka,
his sister, lrs, llenry Voss and her husband Henry, tocether with his brother
Lloyd Lellorie were there; thet iirs. .anetke called Lienry Voss end Lloyd
Lerorte into & beliroor in his bome durins the course of the party and
told the~ egbcut illinger end 4is perty being at their place; that Zril
wes not present et the above conference. George Lalorte was not present
in the bedroom when Lrs, Junttiie peve the abosve informstion, but
subseguently lecrned of it from: Zenrty Voss., In addition to the above, lirs,
sanatyc told Henry and Lloyt of the fact thet she hed just meiled e letter
to the “ederz] cathorities et Chiceco reporting the cbove incident from
llercer, .iscorsin.

Georgze Lurorte steted that when he leerned of the above news from
enry Voss he fuvored the irmediete orcenizztion of & possee of loezl citizens
gni pronoscd surrounéins imil's slace at once encé attacking the lodge from
c1l sices. Zenry Voss wice areinst this procedure and seid "uait untll the
federc]l mer et heret, LeloTte stotel thet in view ol the feet that lenry
Voss hac more influence in tals cormunit; thon he, he vielded to lenry's
juéd-ent znd talked no morc of or:zmizing ¢ posse.

Geor:» Lz*orte denied tket he auf rone to llercer, .isconsin efter

receivins the esbove news to endezvor to orgtiize & posses Le stated that
enry Vors wune afrzid i7 ¢ loezl posse wos orsenized et once and started

shootin~ et the ledre, Zmil and hiz help mizht be ¥illed.

Very truly yours,

5 e BGWIS; B0 vl

JLi:oVyY Specicl sgent in Charge.

ce st. raul
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