
Is This FBI Badge The Only One Of It’s Kind In Existence? 

October 6, 2013 - By retired FBI SA, Larry Wack 
(rypublish@verizon.net)  

(This is a draft suitable for distribution to others)

The pending issue under examination is whether there is a 
possibility that the pictured red/white FBI “raid badge” may be 

the only sample or even the prototype badge submitted to J. Edgar 
Hoover and the FBI by the L. G. Balfour Company  of Attleboro, Mass.  This possibility is now 
based upon newly found documents by us dated 1935 in FBI files obtained under the FOIA. 

The “colored” arrows on documents with typed notes are mine.  

We do not have all the documents yet of 
those in f i le however descript ive 
information, sketches, and more indicate 
virtually  exact design between the 1935 
FBI raid badge and the red/white “auction 
badge” shown above which is taken from a 
page of the Julia auction occurring within 
the last few years. 

Although too small to see, the above red/
white badge shown has the number “1” on 
the rear of the badge.  No manufacturer 
shown.   

Some of the documents from the file are 
shown here which have immediate interest.  
Hoover had ordered 300 “raid badges,” 4” 
x 3” chrome in color with red lacquer 
however the L. G. Balfour Company of 
Attleboro, Mass. revealed to the Bureau 
that there were problems using the “red 
lettering” that was requested.  It’s unclear 
right now if that lettering turned to “white.”  
The Balfour rep had also told the Bureau 
the badge would be heavy and that  nickel 
was more advisable than chrome. (Note the 
auction badge above is 3 7/8” x 3” almost 
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598.   J. EDGAR HOOVER RAID BADGE
J. Edgar Hoover’s original F.B.I. Raid Badge 
#1. In the mid-1930’s, the name “F.B.I.” 
came into use (established in 1908, the 
organization was previously known as 
simply the “Bureau of Investigation.” 
Accompanied by Affidavit of Authen-
ticity. 3 7/8” H x 3” W  $50,000-60,000

599.   J. EDGAR HOOVER REVOLVER
.38 Chiefs Special belonging to J. Edgar Hoover. 
Accompanied by chronological history of 
Smith & Wesson. Serial No. 24325 engraved 
“J. Edgar Hoover” in original factory box.  
Letter of authenticity from Smith & Wes-
son signed by Dennis B. Lee, Director, 
international and government liason 
and letter of history from Smith & 
Wesson’s historian, Roy G. Jinks. 
This gun was given to J. Edgar 
Hoover by Smith & Wesson, it 
was later given to Clyde Tolson 
who gave it to Dr. Mohr, the 
son of the third FBI man in 
charge. $50,000-60,000
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to the exact size requested by the FBI.)

The 1935 sketches of the “raid badge” 
desired by the Bureau are also shown 
with #4 (dark) badge being approved.  
Once again, notice the comparison with 
the “auction badge.”  

These sketches were supplied by SAC 
Whitley  of the New York Field Office 
however it’s unknown if he or someone 
else drew them.  Whitley was probably 

the contact person with L. G. Balfour.  

There are clearly two issues 
being considered by the Bureau 
in 1935: 1) an appropriate “raid 
badge” which is obviously 
different from the regular gold 
Special Agent badge, and 2) the 
manufacture of armbands that  are 
to look like the face of the “raid 
badge.”  We do not have any 
additional information at  this 
time, nor any drawings or photos, 
of the actual 1935 armband.  It 
very well may resemble the white 
cloth armbands that were issued 
to agents decades later.  The 
Bureau wanted 300 of those also.  

I have spoken to Mr. Ken Lucas 
who owns one of the largest 
badge collections in the US.  Mr. 
Lucas has advised me that he has 
never encountered a red/white 
badge as that depicted in the Julia 
auction catalog above.  

On October 6, 2013, I spoke to 
the original owner of the red/white badge and Hoover .38 as pictured in the above Julia auction 
page.  The owner identified both items as originally coming from FBI Asst. Director, John Mohr 
and his son, Richard (both now deceased).  The badge shown did NOT have any letter of 
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authenticity to it when obtained from Richard Mohr, however John Mohr told this owner that the 
badge was kept by J. Edgar Hoover in his desk for years. 

The original owner has advised that the badge and the Hoover .38 were sold approximately 
twenty years ago, and the current owner of either is unknown.  

As of October 6, 2013, I am awaiting additional file documents on the FBI raid badge and 
armbands that were desired in 1935.  These will take some months to obtain.  I currently believe 
that after everything considered, there is a strong likelihood that after Hoover obtained the 
sample/prototype from L. G. Balfour, the Bureau changed its mind and canceled the order for 
300.  They  may have opted for the armbands instead.  This is yet to be seen;  however the red/
white FBI “auction badge” shown above may be the original sample/prototype from the Balfour 
Company.

This matter is being discussed with the Bureau’s current Historian, Dr. John Fox, and others.  To 
date, Dr. Fox has advised me that no “raid badges” as shown in the auction, OR the FBI files, 
exist within the FBI nor do the 1935 armbands.  He is not familiar with having previously seen 
any of them.   

 

Larry Wack is a retired Special Agent of the FBI, having served there approximately 28 years.  He 
currently maintains a website dedicated to the history of the Bureau and those agents of the 1930s. His 
site is at:  historicalgmen.squarespace.com
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