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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

QUERIES by Rev. Dick Tucker
Sunday, January 24th 9:30 & 11:00am Coffee time between services.
A “query” can be a question we ask ourselves that can help us discover some of the patterns and
values by which we live. A query can, if we’re willing to explore it, help motivate us to find ways to
make changes, to come to grips with patterns that don’t really work well for us. We will look at some
queries that some people have found helpful.
Did you know? 36% of our newsletter recipients read the newsletter on a mobile device.

“Aim with your heart…
Adjust your mind…
Be honest in your endeavors.”
SUPPORTING OUR VISION
“I work to ensure this warm fire of love and
respect continues for our fellow kind both inside
and outside the walls of this building. Nothing
survives without growth, whether that growth is
physical or spiritual. And growth can be painful
– growth stretches boundaries, pushes limits,
strains resources – that is the nature of seeking
out, of reaching for, of pursuing after, the
vision.”
—Dave Roberts

OUR CALENDARS — Below are events that
are not Team or Committee meetings. Access
the complete calendar of events HERE.

NEXT WEEK at UUTC
Mindfulness – Mon 1/25 @ 7:00pm
Morning Meditation — Tues 1/26 @ 7:00am

Men’s Group – Tue 1/26 @ 9:00am
Dream Group – Tue 1/26 @ 2:30pm
SMART Recovery – Tue 1/26 @ 6:00pm
Eclectics Jam — Wed 1/27 @ 9:30am
Being Group — Wed 1/27 @ 1:00pm
Morning Meditation—Thurs 1/28 @ 7:00am
Knitting Circle — Fri 1/29 @ 10:30am
Vision Workshop— Sat 1/30 @ 9:00am-3:00pm
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WNC REFUGEE CHALLENGE • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27TH, 7:00PM
Join us Wednesday, January 27 at 7 pm to discuss possible responses to the loud calls to close America’s
doors to refugees fleeing terrorism in their own countries. This meeting will be hosted by Joanna Bliss, Jim
Null and Annette Campbell. If you share our conviction that we Americans have a moral obligation to stand
with the citizens in Europe, the Middle East, and other parts of the world in responding to the needs of the
tens of millions of people now displaced, we want to bring you, and others you may wish to invite, to
participate in an evening of conversations to examine the challenges and elicit your ideas about how to meet
them.
The meeting will begin with a short (20 minute) overview of the information we have gathered so far. We will
then ask for your input on what you perceive as the most pressing steps we must take. We will break up into
smaller groups to discuss how to meet these challenges in more detail, and you may join the group of most
interest to you. At the end of the evening, we will share the action points developed by the small groups. To
help us plan, please RSVP at our website http://wncrefugeechallenge.org/contact-rsvp or (828) 384-1544 to
let us know you will be coming and if you will be bringing guests.

In the event of bad weather or other reason to cancel services, the highest ranking Board member
available will make the decision and utilize the following notification resources:
WLOS TV • WSQL 1240AM Radio • Email blast and selected automated phone tree
Members of scheduled small groups are advised to check with their leaders in the event of bad
weather. Persons intending to visit the Minister or Administrator during office hours should first
contact the church office at 828-877-6121 to determine whether the office is or will remain open.

VALUES, VISION, MISSION • JANUARY 30TH, 9:00-3:00, LUNCH ON SITE
As UUTC plans to select a new settled minister, it is important to know what we want to be and do in the
future, so we can search for a minister that is a “good fit” for us. Depending on our dreams (vision), we’ll
need a minister with specific skills to help lead us to accomplish our goals. Knowing what we want makes it
easier to find the right minister.
Marguarite Mills, an expert in visioning, will lead us through a process to discern our Mission (purpose /
raison de etre) and Vision (hopes and dreams / highest aspirations). Both mission and vision are shaped by
our VALUES. Once we articulate our values, the “reason for being” (mission) and the dreams (vision) that
grow out of this become clearer. Then, we can start planning for the future. Please RSVP by signing up at
the front desk, or email the office.
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SOCIAL OUTREACH FOR JANUARY—THE HAVEN
The Haven is a short-term emergency shelter for homeless families and individuals. The first goal of
The Haven is to provide a safe, secure and warm place to rest. The second goal is to work with other
local agencies to assist its residents in developing the skills and resources to move into independent
living in affordable housing.
The Haven now has two units, an 18-bed building for adult men and women, and a five-bedroom, four
-bath house which opened in 2014 to serve families with children. The family house has been filled
to capacity since its opening.
Your gift this month will enable The Haven to continue to serve the poorest of the poor in Transylvania
County - individuals and families with children who have no home or bed in which to sleep. If you
would like to help in a more personal way, please consider being a volunteer or assisting with food
and supply needs. More information is available at the display table for The Haven in our foyer.
UUTC Members and Friends were very active in the establishment of The Haven, and based on the
State of the Young Child report from Transylvania County, the need is greater than ever. Please view
the Summary Report at the link if you have not already done so.

CHALICE LIGHTERS • FUNDING A FULL-TIME MINISTER
Chalice Lighter Call #164 will benefit the UU Congregation of Hillsborough, NC.
UUCH is at a crossroad in its journey of growth. Having benefitted over the past
five years from steady part-time ministry, UUCH has been successful in
attracting new members through their local community outreach efforts and social justice works. The
congregation has transitioned from a family-sized congregation to a pastoral-sized one with growth in
members and religious education enrollment. Your generous Chalice Lighter donation will help
UUCH realize its dream of full-time ministry.
The Chalice Lighter program encourages and supports growth of Unitarian Universalism by awarding
grants to member congregations and clusters. Grants are awarded for both traditional and innovative
growth projects. Examples include:
This call ends on January 31, 2016. Visit the Chalice Lighter website to make a donation today.
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A CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT —
PATHWAY TO A MORE JUST COMMUNITY
This Covenant is on our website under “Inside UUTC” anytime you would like to refer to it.

Our Congregational Covenant gives us some specific ways to help us live our principles, a written
document developed, agreed to, and owned by us, its creators. It is deeper and more significant than
social politeness. It is not a set of rules but speaks instead of "holy manners"-- the manners of a faith
community. It provides one pathway to spiritual growth, leads us to engage with one another openly,
honestly, and respectfully, and helps to strengthen our UUTC community.
A Congregational Covenant:


is the means by which we live our UU principles;



enables us to disagree in a climate of mutual trust and respect;

Within this climate:


conflict becomes a means of positive growth, not destruction;



all are comfortable voicing their thoughts;



all are heard with respect;



people talk to each other, not about each other;



Conflict centers on ideas, not personal attack.
During this time of transition, be mindful that stress may cause us to sometimes step over or around
our covenantal promises. Be kind and ask questions. All may not be as it seems.

GMAC—THE BRIDGE BETWEEN GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY
The Government and Ministry Advisory Council (GMAC) has met a couple of times, now. This is the
group in the center of our new Organizational Structure, with members chosen jointly by the Board
and Ministry. The role of this group is to pay attention to the congregation and guide the Board and
the Minister in the our life together. If you have concerns, conflicts, or questions about anything
pertaining to our Beloved Community, let this Council know. They will either resolve things or will
know how to funnel issues in the right direction. Contact them by emailing gmac@uutc.org.
Brigid Fox • Leslie Keir Jim Null • Jean Rowe • Christine Schmidt
January 22nd, 2016
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UUTC Congregational Covenant


As a member of UUTC, I will strive to:



Take responsibility for my statements and actions;



Speak only for myself, not for someone else, unless so directed by that person or group;



Respectfully speak up when I am uncomfortable with a statement or pending decision;



Listen intently and respectfully when another is speaking;



Respectfully consider the ideas and opinions of those who disagree with me;



Attempt to be a non-anxious presence. I will try to listen and respond objectively.



When I feel tension or negative emotions rising within myself, I will step back, take a deep breath, and try
to regain control before I speak;



Always try to assume the best intentions of another's words or actions;



Always be aware of the pitfalls of triangulation. When a problem arises between another group member
and me, I will endeavor to speak directly and privately with that person. If that is impossible, I will enlist
the help of a neutral third person to mediate between us;



Respect the confidentiality of group discussions on sensitive topics;



Share pertinent, non-confidential information with the whole group as that information becomes available;



Follow through in a timely manner on tasks and responsibilities and promptly notify those depending on
me when I am unable to do so;



Support group decisions once they become final.

SOCIAL ACTION OPPORTUNITIES
Sharing House is seeking assistance from the community in helping to pay for heating for needy
residents of the county. Donations may be sent to Sharing House, P. O. Box 958, Brevard, NC 28712
with the phrase "Power UP!" in the memo line.
Also, January is a month with FIVE Sundays, so we will be collecting food for Sharing House at
the end of the month. Great need, also, for Kleenex, diapers, paper towels and feminine hygiene
items. Baskets will be available in the lobby for your donations on January 24 and 31. Please take
with you a list of most needed items from the basket on the counter.
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TRANSITIONAL ACTIVITY
SELECTED QUESTION ANALYSIS FROM THE BUILDING USE SURVEY
According to 70.7% of respondents, our minister’s
office is not the appropriate size to attract our next
settled minister.

Over 50% agree that the kitchen size and location
meets our needs for right now.

Just over 30% of respondents agree that the
nursery is large enough to comfortably house
both infants and toddlers.

Only 5.4% of respondents agree that our
classrooms and meeting rooms are adequate for
our needs in the next five years.
A note from the Task Force: Information gathered through this survey will help to better inform the
Finance Committee, the Search Team and the Board about Member perceptions of our needs and
what skills we might need in a settled minister. Thank you for your responses and comments!
January 22nd, 2016
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78.7% would rather keep our existing building
and add on if it was decided that we needed
more space.

76% would financially support a decision to
add on to this building.
65.3% believe we need to pay more attention
to repairs, cleanliness and order.

Only 32% find our foyer welcoming and
attractive.

44% favor growth, 40% doesn’t

42.6% agree that they are happy with the face
that UUTC presents to newcomers.
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MORE GOOD STUFF
UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY • JUNE 22-26, COLUMBUS, OHIO
The theme for GA 2016 will be Heart Land: Where Faiths
Connect. The faith world is increasingly multifaith. People
are crossing borders of religion and spiritual practice to
create wholeness in their lives individually and collectively.
The labels—Christian, Jew, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, theist
and non-theist—no longer define who or what we love, or
how spirit moves in our lives. General Assembly 2016 in
Columbus Ohio will assemble leaders and communities of
many faiths to worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith that no
longer divides us, but connects us to an interdependent future that works for all. Keep up with GA
events here. This year, congregational delegates at GA will be voting on a new UUA President. Learn
more about two early contestants here.

AAUW YELLOW BOX SIGHTING!
It’s time to check your home libraries and see what you can clean out and donate to the AAUW Book
Sale! We ask this every year at this time, and always have gotten generous giving of good books from UU
members and guests. All proceeds fund college scholarships for women to local colleges. If you have too
many books to bring to church, please call Penny and Terry Davies, 966-9393, or bring them to 136 West
French Broad. Thanks in advance for sharing your book treasures. The Yellow Box awaits!

FORMERLY KNOWN AS CHRISTIANS IN EXILE
The group of 20 or so formerly known as Christians in Exile is resuming after a January break. We
meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays, 3:30 to 5 p.m. We welcome everyone to attend our
discussions. Our purpose is to explore religious ideas to the end that we grow our hearts and minds
and souls. We have been co-led by Earle Rabb and Jean Rowe and Dave Hunter.
We expect to come up with a new name that more accurately reflects this study group. We have
explored progressive Christianity, its relation to Unitarian Universalism, and recently studied how to be
more compassionate people, using books by ex-Catholic nun Karen Armstrong and Thupten Jinpa, a
Buddhist.
For February 8 and 22, Earle Rabb will lead us in two sessions: "How a Jewish peasant became the
Son of God." Or, "The convoluted story of the process by which Jesus came to be regarded as the
Son of God". And then we'll consider our next study and what our new name will be.

To be on our mailing list (or removed from it), contact Jean Rowe at uurevjeanr@aol.com
January 22nd, 2016
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NAMING & DEDICATION OF CADENCE CATHERINE RENNER (CCR)

“Don’t worry, Dad—I got this…”

A NOTE ABOUT OUR ALARM SYSTEM
Our alarm system has developed a ground fault, causing it to beep a system alert at inopportune
times. Fixing this will not be simple. If the system alert goes off while you are in the building, please
make note of where people are— we must try to identify WHERE the problem is.
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders
and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian
Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth,
celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,
responsible involvement in the larger community.

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED.
Read the latest UUA Southern Region Newsletter HERE!

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events.
For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.
SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410.
Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.
The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard,
NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org. Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner
of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.
January 22nd, 2016 Page 8

