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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

GOT SPIRITUALITY? by Rev. Dr. Paula Gable
Sunday, March 13th at 9:30am and 11:00am — coffee time between services
We often use the words “spiritual” and “spirituality.” In fact, creating “a community that encourages
free spiritual discovery and growth” is an integral part of the UUTC Mission Statement. But, what does
the word “spirituality” really mean, and how do you know if someone “has it?” The answer may be
illusive – or is it?

SPRING FORWARD! DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME KICKS IN SUNDAY
Our GIVE page has been updated to enable
you to enter E-pledges for the 2016-2017 year.
Look for “Click HERE to go to the ...site!”

NEXT WEEK at UUTC
Staff CPR Training — Sat 3/12 @ 9:00am
Youth Group — Sun 3/13 @ 4:30pm
Christians In Exile — Mon 3/14 @ 3:30pm
Morning Meditation — Tues 3/15 @ 7:00am
Men’s Group – Tue 3/15 @ 9:00am
Dream Group – Tue 3/15 @ 2:30pm

SMART Recovery – Tue 3/15 @ 6:00pm
Eclectics Jam — Wed 3/16 @ 9:30am
Being Group — Wed 3/16 @ 1:00pm
Morning Meditation—Thurs 3/17 @ 7:00am
Fellowship on Tap—Thurs 3/17 @ 5:30pm
Fellowship On Tap meets at Oskar Blues

Complete calendar of events HERE.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FELLOWSHIP ON TAP • MARCH 17TH, ST. PATRICK’S DAY • COMING THURSDAY
Following the lead of the UU Fellowship in Hendersonville, we
are going to experiment with a time of Fellowship at Oskar
Blues! Join Paula and others at 5:30pm on the pad for a
ChubBurger and some refreshing conversation!

CHRISTIANS IN EXILE…
Falling Upward, a Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr is the next book to be studied
by CIE (about to embrace a name change!). The next meeting is March 14th at 3:30-5:00pm. Copies
of the book should be at Highland Books.

SAVE THE DATE!
HIGH TEA ON APRIL 8TH, 2:30 PM
Loving Hearts, Helping Hands (LHHH) is hosting. What else
do you really need to know? Right? Sign up at the front
counter!

THE HAVEN NEEDS
SHIFT COVERAGE
THIS MONTH
Overnights on March
18, 19th, 26th and
31st. Easter Sunday
afternoon from noon to
4pm.
Please call 877-2040 if
you can help.
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SOCIAL ACTION OUTREACH FOR MARCH, 2016 —S.A.F.E.
SAFE's mission in Transylvania County is to lead our community in
eliminating domestic violence and sexual violence through prevention,
advocacy, education and healing. For more than twenty years, SAFE has
been providing services with the vision that all victims of domestic and
sexual assault will be provided safety, be treated with dignity and respect
and be given the opportunity to create long lasting changes that will result
in a life free of violence and abuse. SAFE operates Stacey's House, a
shelter where women and their children can go to escape crisis situations and to receive counseling
and support for an improved future. Cash or checks made payable to SAFE may be placed in the
special envelopes provided in the offering baskets.

BREVARD COMMUNITY CARES—SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH, 8:00 AM TO NOON
Please consider participating in community cleanup projects for "Brevard Community Cares" on
Saturday, March 19th, beginning after an 8:00 AM snack at the Police Station, 114 W. Jordan
Street. This is the fifth annual Community Cleanup. In the past there have been projects to help
clean up our parks, trails, cemeteries, and deserving agencies such as Stacy’s House. Help
represent UUTC as we join in with other local churches, youth groups and civic organizations in this
worthy effort. Sign up at the front counter!
The Social Action Team has frequently heard people say that they would like to participate in local
social action beyond writing a monthly check to deserving agencies. Here's your chance: The City of
Brevard Police Department is organizing this outdoor property cleanup for the elderly and those who
need assistance. There may be some indoor painting projects. Please bring sunscreen, gloves,
rakes, shovels, tree trimmers, wheelbarrows and yourself! Families are welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy or Phil Davis at 877-4555.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION— Save & Bring to support our
underfunded public schools! A collection box is on the front counter.
Thanks in advance!
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REGIONAL & NATIONAL UUA EVENTS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY: JUNE 22-26, COLUMBUS, OHIO
From the UUA website: The theme for GA 2016 will be Heart Land: Where Faiths Connect. The faith
world is increasingly multifaith. People are crossing borders of religion and spiritual practice to create
wholeness in their lives individually and collectively. The labels—Christian, Jew, Muslim, Buddhist,
Hindu, theist and non-theist—no longer define who or what we love, or how spirit moves in our lives.
General Assembly 2016 in Columbus Ohio will assemble leaders and communities of many faiths to
worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith that no longer divides us,
but connects us to an interdependent future that works for all.

SUUSI: JULY 17-23, WCU IN CULLOWHEE
(From the UUA) We are pleased to announce that SUUSI
2016 will be July 17-23 at Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, NC. Western Carolina will provide us with
unparalleled access to nature, amazing accommodations
and great locations for our workshops and programs.
Nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, WCU is literally steps
away from the Pisgah National Forest (trailheads for hiking and mountain biking are right on campus)
and just a short distance from the Nantahala National Forest, the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park and the Nantahala River. The center of campus (in which almost all of our activities would be
based) is flat and accessible, and we've been offered plentiful (and air-conditioned) dorm space, most
of which has a bathroom for every 2 beds. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Southern UU Leadership Experience (SUULE): JULY 24-29, WILLIAMSBURG, VA
From the website: The Southern Unitarian Universalist Leadership Experience is an opportunity for
current and future leaders to deepen their understanding of congregational leadership and to develop
their abilities with other UU leaders. For the most significant impact on a congregation's health and
vitality, we especially encourage congregations to send teams of leaders to learn and develop
together.
Your Board nominates Members for attendance to this leadership development. Last year, Susan
Slocum and Elizabeth Thompson attended. Nominations close March 28th.
March 4th, 2016
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CONVENIENT, FRUGAL ONLINE GIVING
UUTC offers an electronic donation service through the secure
payment processor Vanco. You may make a one-time donation or recurring donations on a schedule
of your choosing. Vanco can process your donation through your bank account or use a credit card for
convenience and points! Over a third of the congregation has chosen to donate through Vanco –
you can also; click GIVE on our website uutc.org, and follow the simple directions. Dave Roberts, the
UUTC Treasurer, will be happy to assist you. Click the icon above to take you to the site.
At the pledge page, you have many options. As of Wednesday, you have the option to set up your
pledge for the 2016-2017 fiscal year. You can also make a Living or Memorial gift to the Endowment
Fund, to the general Operating Fund, or to the Minister’s Discretionary Fund—at any time!
You may not know that bookkeeping costs are higher
when done in-house. What this means is that online
giving actually saves UUTC money. If you prefer to
write a check, consider writing that check monthly
rather than weekly.
Finally, don’t forget that we have in-house experts if you
would like to make a gift of stocks, or if you would like
to consider UUTC in your planned giving. Talk to Dave
Roberts about stocks, or Jim Null if you would like more
information on planned giving. And thank you for
helping make UUTC stronger every day!

JOIN THE SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE TEAM!
Coffee Coordinators Shirl Thomas, June Litchfield and
Carol Moore can always use more help with “shift work.”
Sunday morning coffee is so special at UTTC and we
have a great group of volunteers to make it
happen. Having lots of different people able to work a
shift makes it even more enjoyable for all! If you are
interested in joining the team and helping to serve coffee
once a quarter or so, please contact Carol Moore. You can reach her at 862-6447, or email her.
Thanks for helping to create our great Sunday morning Fellowship time!
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CARPETS CLEANED!
Joey O’Dell, of Joey’s Carpet
Cleaning, laid a smack-down
on all the carpeting in our
building on Monday. Unlike a
rental car pet-cleaning
device, his nifty little (but
very heavy) machine can
suck at a rate of 300psi. He
made short work of the social
hall. The dirtiest carpet? The
main office. Joey surmised
that it had not been cleaned
since installation.

A SUMMARY OF SIX MONTHS AND MORE . . .
Every month, Paula makes a report to the Board. While these reports are all available on the website
under “Board,” her February report was essentially a summary report that may be helpful to all in
understanding what is going on behind the scenes to ensure the strength and future of UUTC. There
are also thoughts about planning of next steps. Here’s a taste:
Some of the “Big Rocks to Move” during the remainder of the Interim Ministry Period:








It seems to me that “refining” the existing PG model to meet the needs of UUTC will be
among the highest Board/Staff/GMAC priorities as we continue to prepare for arrival of a new
Settled Minister. Specifically, the question I would ask is “What process(es) do we need to adopt
in order to ensure that we are working at the “optimal” level of Staff-Volunteer Involvement ...
We should develop a process for the Board, Staff, GMAC, and Lay Leaders to develop a Long
Range Plan for UUTC. This will include refining Values/Mission/and Vision.
Strengthening Lay and Staff Leadership through enhanced training is also recommended. We
should discuss the process and content of selecting and funding attendance at the
upcoming SUULE Experience to be held 7/24 – 29 in Williamsburg, VA. Nominations are due by
3/28/2016. (See www.seduua.org/events.html for more info.)
It would be extremely helpful to identify a President Elect and Secretary of the Board for
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NURSERY
SHENANIGANS



consideration in the SUULE Experience nomination process.
Exploring ways to become a truly “Intergenerational Congregation.” This may include
reviewing worship style(s) and possibly having a “Modern” and “Traditional” service, as well as
less formal worship opportunities throughout the week
There are also “positive rumblings” among members of the Social Action Team to keep “Green
Sanctuary Guidelines” in mind when planning for current and future building use.
Intrigued? Read the whole report HERE!
Rion leads a game with our
toddlers...

Was it something we said?
Conner, Melia and Asa hiding
from their parents… stayed
under cover the entire closing
hymn!
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YOU, ME AND UUTC
History—Governance — Ministry—Worship — Music —Social Action
Religious Exploration— Stewardship—Where’s the Wonder Box?
What Have You Forgotten as a Member or Friend? What Can You Do as a Visitor?

You, Me, and UUTC - One Day Format
Saturday, April 9th, 2016 - 9:30am-3:30pm
A Class About What We Can Be Together
Prospective Members and Friends, All Members, Friends and Visitors Invited for
Conversations with Staff and Leaders facilitated by Susan Slocum
Lunch provided. Childcare available upon request.
Sign up on the office counter, call the office 828-877-6121 or email Susan Slocum
suslocum@yahoo.com.

AN INVITATION: TO BE INCLUSIVE, INTENTIONAL & INVOLVED . . .



Visit often!
Attend Team meetings, interest group meetings and social events—see what
fits!



Complete a UUTC Prospective Member Class



Former members of other UU Congregations may ask to be excused.



Become familiar with the membership choices defined in the UUTC Bylaws on
our website.

SERVICES FROM THE TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY LIBRARY
The library offers a special service for home bound. From Brenda Ivers: "I
would be happy to deliver books to anyone who cannot go to the library or
Bookmobile. Home bound patrons should telephone the library at 828-8843151 extension 6 to speak with me about arranging a visit by car."
Additional information is on the UUTC bulletin board.
March 4th, 2016
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GOVERNANCE & MINISTRY MATTERS

[OFFICE SAYS: READ THIS!]

Thanks to everyone who participated in the recent "Congregational Conversation" offered by GMAC
(Governance and Ministry Advisory Council). We think it helped in building understanding and
respect.
GMAC has a proposal that might help with a couple of issues we heard. The issues are:
1. The minister has an awful lot of program work and team meetings since we adopted (in 2014) new
governance policies. The minister now operates more like a CEO and it takes time from worship/
sermon preparation.

2. Working people cannot participate fully in the life of the congregation since so many meetings and
events are held in daytime.
3. Some people don't like to drive at night so we've had a lot of daytime meetings.
Here's the proposal--for discussion and review and feedback:

TEAM MEETING NIGHT!!! Here's how it would work, if adopted:


Program Teams would meet once a month on the same Wednesday night, with teams
clustered all over the building. (Worship, Music, CRE, ARE, Membership, Social Action,
others as needed)



The minister and Board president could "float" from team to team as needed.



Teams could consult with one another immediately on joint plans or scheduling.



Team chairs could caucus at the end of meeting time as in the old Council of Committees

And, also:


Pizza and beer and wine and other beverages served beginning at 5:15



Child Care



Teams start meeting at 6 p.m., done by 7:30 at the latest



Rides provided for those who don't drive at night

So, Teams! Think about this idea. Discuss it and get back to us by phone or email to
GMAC@uutc.org (This email goes to all of us)
Jean Rowe, Brigid Fox, Leslie Keir, Jim Null, Christine Schmidt,
Paula Gable, Peg Hall and Dave Hunter
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YOUR SUPPORT OF UUTC MAINTAINS OUR MISSION — BUDGET ALLOCATIONS
Worship and Fellowship
Our worship together is at
the heart of what unites us in
community. It is here we find
the freedom and support to
question, to seek wisdom
and spiritual guidance
wherever it may be found. In
so doing, we discover our
own truths and open doors
to personal growth and
fulfillment. In worship, Unitarian Universalism's seven principles replace dogma and creeds, so all are
welcomed and invited to assemble and share in their faith journey. Through song, music, and the
spoken word, we explore these themes and we join with others who share our values. Together, we
build a community where each individual is valued, not condemned, and where guilt is replaced with
joy and love. (Percentage of total budget: 34%)
Pastoral Care & Support from Your UUTC Family

Your UUTC family is here for you when you need help coping with an illness, a loss, or other life crisis.
Your minister is always there to visit and provide counsel and comfort. Loving Hearts, Helping Hands
volunteers follow up with meals, transportation, and emotional support. Each Sunday we share our
joys and concerns with each other, widening the circle of those who support us in our time of need.
Throughout, we are constantly reminded of the simple everyday miracle that, in both giving and
receiving, we experience our connectedness to one another. We are not alone. (Percentage of total
budget: 9%)
Community & Small Group Ministries
A cherished fundamental principle of Unitarian Universalism is the exploration and celebration of the
vast diversity of beliefs via open dialogue. At UUTC, this approach finds successful expression in
many programs, including The Men's Group, Christians in Exile, covenant circles, and community
music programs such as the Eclectics. These programs enjoy participation from those both within and
outside of UUTC. The welcomed opinions, insights, and creative gifts of the participants create a
special bond that provides vibrant opportunities for personal growth within each individual's search for
truth. (Percentage of total budget: 18%)
Children's Religious Exploration
Parents and caregivers are drawn to UUTC for the partnership we offer in raising children who will
become kind, respectful, fair-minded, caring, and strong enough to stand up for what is right. Our
March 4th, 2016
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Your Support, Continued…..
children are engaged in a broad range of activities, from established UUA curricula presented on
Sunday mornings, to youth conference weekends at The Mountain, to Chalice Camp, to special
events like parent/child dinners. In addition, UUTC provides care for babies and toddlers during
worship. Through story, song, art, movement, discussion, and play, Children's RE nurtures truthseeking, spirituality, and the development of values, which – grounded in UU's seven principles – will
forever guide our children as they grow into adults. (Percentage of total budget: 15%)
Adult Religious Exploration
Every year, UUTC sponsors small group sessions for adult members and friends, inviting participants
to delve into specific religious themes or issues of life. For example this year, “End of Life Choices”
engaged participants in an examination of issues, from the practical to the transcendent, that arise as
death approaches. “Morning Meditation” invites us to discover pathways to greater awareness
through the practice of quieting the mind. (Percentage of total budget: 7%)
Compassionate Outreach
"We are Unitarian Universalists: a people with open minds, loving hearts, and helping hands." This
affirmation also takes UUTC beyond its walls into Brevard and Transylvania County, where our
members help community-based organizations like The Haven, Rise and Shine, and The Children’s
Center respond to the urgent human needs of neighbors in crisis; or where we unite for social action
that embodies justice and affirms the dignity of all living beings. (Percentage of total budget: 4% —this does not include the contributions you make written directly to the agency during our monthly
campaigns.)
UU Connections
When needed, UUTC can depend upon finding help and resources at the district, regional, and
national levels. The dues we pay to support these affiliations reward us with many benefits and
services. Recently, for example, UUA helped UUTC find an interim minister. In the coming months,
our parent organization will support us in our search for a settled minister. Regular regional training
workshops offered by UUA impart professional skills our UUTC leadership needs.
(Percentage of total budget: 10%)

A Special Quest
This year, our congregation embarks upon a very special quest: the
search for a new, settled minister, the person who will help UUTC
become all we want it to be. The expenses unique to this search
include sending search team members to hear the minister preach
within his/her home congregation, bringing candidates here to preach,
and moving and settling the chosen minister and her/his family into
our community. An adequately resourced search is essential to the
success in this important task. (Percentage of total budget: 3%)
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders
and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian
Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth,

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,
responsible involvement in the larger community.

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED.
Read the latest UUA Southern Region Newsletter HERE!

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events.
For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.
SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410.
Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.
The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard,
NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org. Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner
of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.
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