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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

The Interdependent Web of All Existence by Steve O’Neil
Sunday, January 11

Sunday
Sermon

Steve O’Neil is a naturalist and the Executive Director of Earthshine Nature
Programs. He has devoted his life to wildlife conservation, public nature
education, and renewable energy. Steve will speak on the mission, history
and plans for his wildlife conservation efforts in Western North Carolina. His
efforts epitomize the seventh Unitarian Universalist principle, “Respect for
the independent web of all existence, of which we are a part.”

Please join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

Sunday Children’s Programs
Nursery care will be provided during
both services. During the 11:00 service, Emily
Atkinson will conduct Spirit Play in the classroom for children ages 4-8, and Heather
Layton will conduct Riddle & Mystery for
grades 4-9, starting out in the Sanctuary.
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Youth in Focus
Heather Layton, Children’s Religious Exploration Lead Teacher
This weekend marks the maiden voyage of the Our Whole Lives: Sexuality
Education Curriculum here at UUTC. This program consists of 21 sessions
filled with valuable information and discussion.
Heather Layton and Dr. Morris Jenkins are the facilitators of this UU curriculum which will meet each Sunday evening from 4:00-5:30 p.m. To kick-off the
curriculum, the youth participants, grades 7-9, will be having a "lock-in" retreat here at UUTC
from Friday, January 9, at 5:30 p.m. until Saturday at 3:00 p.m. So be aware that the facilities will
be full of youth this weekend!
UUTC has been wanting to offer this curriculum for quite some time, and we are excited to finally
see it put into action. We have 10 participants, a great number for our first time. The overall goal
of the Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum is to create a positive and comprehensive lifespan
educational program that helps participants gain knowledge, values, and skills to lead sexually
healthy, responsible lives. It is a very nurturing program that emphasizes self-worth, sexual
health, responsibility, justice and inclusivity.

We are proud of our youth for taking this step towards maturity and knowledge, and hope that you
are, too. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call or email Heather at 828-553-3810 or
creuutc@gmail.com.

Next Week at UUTC
UUTC is a busy place! In addition to Office
Hours, Committee and Team Meetings,
Dream Group, Covenant Circles, and Choir
Rehearsals, you will find:
Christians in Exile – MON 1/12 @ 3:30 pm
Mindfulness Group – MON 1/12 @ 7:00 pm
Men’s Group – TUE 1/13 @ 9:00 am
Eclectics Jam – WED 1/14 @ 9:00 am
Soup & Soul – WED 1/14 @ 6:00 pm

Financial Statements

End-of-year giving statements
will be emailed this week —
and mailed to those without
email addresses.
Please keep an eye out for the
statements.
Jim Hardy, Treasurer

Farewell, Bob
Many members of the church and community came together on
Thursday to say farewell to Bob Giudici and to support Virginia
MacDonald. We remember this quiet, gentle man for his love of
hiking, animals, the outdoors, and classical music. Virginia and
Bob hiked on New Year’s Day. They were in a tragic car accident
on January 2 and Bob did not survive. Virginia has a broken
clavicle and is recuperating at home.

Are You Considering
Becoming a UUTC Member?
We will be welcoming two new members
into our congregation at a ceremony
during the second service on Sunday,
January 25. If you would like to be
included and have taken the You, Me, and
UUTC class, or have a UU background
which would allow you to be excused from
taking the class, please call the office at
877-6121 by January 16 to schedule a time
to meet with Rev. Mills and to sign the
Membership Book.
Susan Slocum
Membership Team Leader
suslocum@yahoo.com

Photo Directory Shoot
Saturday Morning, January 24
Are you a new member or friend? OR have
you never been photographed for our
Members and Friends Photo Directory? OR
do you want an updated photo?
The photo shoot
for our next Photo
Directory will take
place at 10:00 in
the morning on
January 24. Photos by Member/Photographer Mark Allison are free for everyone.
New UUTC Members and Friends will also
receive a free printed copy of the directory.

Others may order a printed copy for $5 or,
once the photos are processed, ask the
office to email a free pdf version.
Member/Artistic Director Barbi Smith is
scheduling appointments for every ten
minutes on January 24. If you would like an
appointment, please call Barbi at 910392-7045, or send an email to Susan
Slocum at suslocum@yahoo.com.

Congregational Meeting Documents
Documents that are
needed for the
Special Congregational Meeting to be
held at 12:15 p.m.
on February 1 were
emailed or mailed to members this week.
Members are encouraged to make every
effort to attend the meeting—please sign up
on the sheets located on the front counter,
and indicate whether you will need childcare
or transportation. A limited number of copies
of the Agenda and the Absentee Ballot will
also be available on the office counter.

Our current membership is 166. We need a
minimum of 50 members to conduct any
business. Let's have many more than
that! (Friends and visitors are welcome to
attend and may speak, but not vote.)
The Agenda includes proposed By-Laws
changes and a Minister Emeritus resolution

to honor our retiring minister, Ernest L. Mills
Jr. Information about Minister Emeritus
status may be found at the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations website.
Please contact a member of the Board if you
have any questions about this Special Meeting of the Congregation or the By-Laws.

Dinners for Eight
“If you really want to make a friend, go to
someone’s house and share a meal . . .
the people who give you their food give
you their heart.”
Cesar Chavez
The UUTC Social
Team is bringing
back “Dinners for
Eight,” which allow
UUTC members and
friends to expand
their social circles and find new commonalities among UUTC attendees. We share a
potluck dinner in the host’s home with a
group of eight people. Signup sheets are
available in the lobby for dinners on January
30 and February 27.

Interested in participating? Please sign
up on Sunday or call the office before
Thursday, January 15. At that time we
will draw names (as couples or singles) to
randomly mix and place participants in
groups of eight.
Once the groups are created, all will be
notified and group members will communicate with each other to determine who will
host and who will contribute the various
dishes.
Those who miss this deadline to sign up
may be placed on a substitute list and be
contacted should any last minute vacancies
arise in a group.
If you have any questions, please contact
Sue Ziegler at 883-4342 or sue.ziegler@
yahoo.com.

Thank You!
The Social Action Team extends a giant
thanks to all who have been so generous
helping those in need in 2014. You gave a
total of $24,353 to help others and contributed

January 18 and January 25

approximately 600 pounds of food to Sharing
House.

are Undie Sundays!

Please bring children's size underwear for
Sharing House kids and place your donation
in the marked bags in the lobby.

As you can see on this page, we are supporting The Haven Homeless Shelter in January,
2015, with an additional request for children's
underwear for Sharing House.

JANUARY OUTREACH – The Haven
The Haven is a short-term emergency shelter for homeless families and individuals. The first
goal of The Haven is to provide a safe, secure and warm place to rest. The second goal is to work
with other local agencies to assist its residents in developing the skills and resources to move into
independent living in affordable housing.
The Haven now has two units, an 18-bed building for adult men and women, and a fivebedroom, four-bath house which opened in 2014 to serve families with children. The family
house has been filled to capacity since its opening.

The Haven Family House

The Haven has housed residents ranging in age
from newborn to 82, and has consistently housed a
greater number of families than its original projections.
The Haven continues to succeed in assisting many of
the families and individuals to move into suitable permanent housing.

Your gift this month will enable The Haven to continue to serve the poorest of the poor in Transylvania County - individuals and families with children who have no home or bed in which to sleep. If
you want to help in a more personal way, please consider becoming a volunteer or assisting with
food and supply needs. More information is available at the table for The Haven in our foyer.

Financial Planning Workshop for Gay and Lesbian Couples
Wednesday, February 4, 2015, from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Encompass Advisors will present a two-hour workshop at UUTC to explore
the legal, tax, retirement and insurance issues that must be addressed in
financial planning for the well-being of individuals and couples who are
members of the LGBT community. Particular attention will be given to
potential problems facing those living in North Carolina.
Jon Randolph Green, President of Encompass Advisors, is an attorney, a financial planner, a
certified public accountant, and an asset management specialist. To learn more about Jon and
Encompass advisors, go to http://eaweb.us/jon-randolph-green.php.
Topics covered will be identified by those present at the workshop. The selected topics will
be discussed and recommended solutions will be presented, along with any needed documents.
Time will be allocated for personal discussion with professionals in each field.
To RSVP for this free workshop, please contact Kristine Tuggle at 828-884-8840 or
kbt@eaweb.us.

Volunteer Opportunity
Free Rein Center for Therapeutic Riding and
Education is gearing up for spring classes
and seeking people for a wide variety of volunteer opportunities. Free Rein is a local not-forprofit agency which provides equine-assisted
therapy for people of all ages who have a variety
of special needs.
Have fun and make a real impact! Orientation
will be February 14 from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Classes run from March 16 through May 16. Call
Michael at 884-2848 to sign up or for questions.

BRRR!
Think Spring
and
Keep Warm!

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet
intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."

Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith that is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar.
ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr.
Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.

