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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

What Stays and What Goes: The Transient and the Permanent in Religion
by Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr. — Sunday, January 25

Sunday
Sermon

Religions have long made distinctions between separate realms. These
distinctions have been expressed in a variety of terms, including accidental/
essential, permanent/transient, global/local, and temporal/eternal. We will
examine these separate realms and the importance of knowing their
distinctions.

Please join us for worship on Sundays at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

Sunday Children’s Programs
Nursery care will be provided during
both services. During the 11:00 service, Emily
Atkinson will conduct Spirit Play in the classroom for children ages 4-8, and Heather
Layton will conduct Riddle & Mystery for
grades 4-9, starting out in the Sanctuary.

Sunday we will welcome
Lynn Halsey and Lynne Michael
into our congregation
during the second service!
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Lecture Series / Workshop

REMEMBER OUR CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING ON FEBRUARY 1!

Next Week at UUTC
Mindfulness Group – MON 1/126 @ 7:00 pm
Men’s Group – TUE 1/27 @ 9:00 am
Eclectics Jam – WED 1/28 @ 9:00 am
Long Strange Trip – WED 1/28 @ 5:00 pm
Soup & Soul – WED 1/28 @ 6:00 pm
Drum Circle
Join us on Thursday, February 5, from 7:00
until 8:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Instruments are provided and no experience is
necessary! Supervised
children are welcome.
NOTE: If the weather is
bad, the Circle will be
cancelled.

Membership Team Needs You
The Membership Team is looking for two new
members. Introverts, extraverts, middleverts — all are needed and welcome!
There is a lot of behind-the-scenes work to
be done.
Meetings are held on the first Sunday of each
month from 9:15-10:30 a.m. in the UUTC
classroom. This allows us time for coffee
hour and attending the second service. You
are welcome to visit a meeting.
Contact Susan Slocum at suslocum@
yahoo.com or Elizabeth Thompson at
etville@gmail.com for more information.

Reading and Reflection
Beginning February 8
This small group will meet on Sundays from
9:30-10:30 a.m. to discuss a book read by
the group members.
We are fortunate to have Earle Rabb lead
the first series. The group will explore his
book The Case of the Missing Person,
which examines the historical Jesus and his
mission to build the “beloved community.”
The discussion will also consider what
Jesus’ impact would be on the modern
world, if he were to minister today.
There are two prerequisites for participating in this group. You must have a copy of
the book and you must commit to keeping
up with the scheduled reading. The book
can be purchased from Earle for $20 or
through amazon.com for around $23.
Sessions for discussing this book will begin
on Sunday, February 8, and continue
through Sunday, March 29. We only have
classroom space for 15 participants, so
be among the first to sign up!

Welcome, Cadence!
UUTC members Bart and Kate Renner welcomed their first
child, Cadence Catherine Renner, who was born on
Friday, January 16. We extend a warm welcome and
blessings upon the entire family!

Remembrance Ceremony
The Worship Team announces that at both
of the church services on February 1, Rev.
Ernie Mills will lead a ceremony of remembrance for church members who passed
away during 2014. In the future, the church
plans to have an annual remembrance
ceremony each January.

UUTC Kids Experience the Interdependent
Web of All Existence!

Film Series Long, Strange Trip
Wednesdays through February 25 from 5:00–6:30 p.m.
Rev. Ernie Mills is facilitating a weekly six-session film and discussion series called Long Strange
Trip: A Journey through Two Thousand Years of Unitarian Universalist History. The film
series, produced by Ron Cordes, details the history of Unitarian and Universalist thought from the
beginning of the Christian era to what we know today as Unitarian Universalism.
Each week features an hour-long film, followed by about 45 minutes of reflection/discussion. The
film series is open to all. You may attend selected sessions or the whole series in the Sanctuary
at UUTC—just show up for any or all of the remaining five!
January 28

The Birth of Unitarianism (1553 to 1794)

February 4

American Unitarianism (1620 to 1860)

February 11

Universalism (1600 to 1860)

February 18

Evolution (1861 to 1961)

February 25

Unitarian Universalism (1961 to the present)

HUGE THANKS from Children’s Religious Exploration
Six UUTC members and friends volunteered for the first-ever UUTC Our Whole Lives (OWL) LGBTQ
Guest Panel. Sue Null, Karla Maar, Becky Young, Gerry Azzata, Elizabeth Thompson, and
Will Sims volunteered to share their personal stories and experiences with our nine OWL youth
participants.
The purpose of the Guest Panel was to put faces on the issue of being
gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender, and to identify the costs of homophobia to heterosexuals. Each story was honest, sincere, enlightening
and important, and it is our hope that the positive impact on our youth
will filter out into their ability to live the seven UU Principles, especially,
the first: “The inherent worth and dignity of all persons.”
If you are interested in more information about this fine Unitarian Universalist curriculum, you can go to http://www.uua.org/re/owl/.

A child in the class started to draw a
picture of God.
“But nobody knows what God looks
like,” said her teacher.
Please bring children's size underwear to church this Sunday,
January 25, for the young clients at
Sharing House. Place your donation
in the marked bags in the lobby.

“They will,” said the UU child,
“when I get my picture finished.”

Women's Group Meeting
All women are invited to share lunch at the church on Thursday, February 4, at
12:30. Bring a bag lunch and, if you wish, a treat to share.
February’s conversational topic will be to share on the theme of a real or a
fictional person who particularly influenced you. If you have questions, please
contact JoAnn Crawford at nccrawford@hotmail.com.

The Yellow Box Is for Books!
The yellow box at the front door of the church is back. Penny and
Terry Davies request that you look carefully at your library and glean
the books that you no longer need or want, or want to store, etc. Please
donate them to the giant American Association of University Women
(AAUW) book sale which is held at Brevard College in June.
The money raised will be used for college scholarships for women in
Transylvania County. Every year the UUTC congregation has given
generously of their literary treasures. Thanks again to those of you who
have already dropped off boxes of books at our front door!
We will be happy to pick up books that you cannot carry to church. Just contact Penny or Terry
Davies at 966-9393 or urthlngs@yahoo.com.

Social Action Outreach – The Haven
The Haven is a short-term emergency shelter for homeless families and individuals. The first
goal of The Haven is to provide a safe, secure and warm place to rest. The second goal is to work
with other local agencies to assist its residents in developing the skills and resources to move into
independent living in affordable housing.
The Haven now has two units, an 18-bed building for adult men and women, and a fivebedroom, four-bath house which opened in 2014 to serve families with children. The family
house has been filled to capacity since its opening.

The Haven Family House

The Haven has housed residents ranging in age
from newborn to 82, and has consistently housed a
greater number of families than its original projections.
The Haven continues to succeed in assisting many of
the families and individuals to move into suitable permanent housing.

Your gift this month will enable The Haven to continue to serve the poorest of the poor in Transylvania County – individuals and families with children who have no home or bed in which to sleep. If
you want to help in a more personal way, please consider becoming a volunteer or assisting with
food and supply needs. More information is available at the table for The Haven in our foyer.

2015 Great Decisions Lecture Series
The Great Decisions Lecture Series is organized by the World Affairs Council of Western North
Carolina in collaboration with the Foreign Policy Association of America. Brevard College is one of
our region’s host colleges. This lecture series provides a forum that illuminates the hard choices
facing the United States in an increasingly interdependent and multi-polar world.
Beginning on February 4 and concluding on March 11, lectures will be held in Room 125 of the
McLarty-Goodson building every Wednesday from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. The cost is $35 per person for
the six-lecture series, or $10 per person for a single lecture.

The mission of the Foreign Policy Association today, as it has been throughout its 96-year history, is
to serve as a catalyst for developing awareness, understanding, and informed opinion on
U.S. foreign policy and global issues. Through its balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications, the FPA encourages citizens to participate in the foreign policy process.
LECTURE SCHEDULE
Topic Date Speaker
Syria's Refugee Crisis

Feb 4

Nora Nassri of University of South Carolina

Brazil's Metamorphosis

Feb 11

Liliana Castro of Buncombe County Schools

Privacy in the Digital Age

Feb 18

Jagdeep Bhandari of Mars Hill University

Russia and the Near Abroad

Feb 25

Steve Solnick of Warren Wilson College

India Changes Course

Mar 4

Keya Maitra of UNC-Asheville

Sectarianism in the Middle East

Mar 11

David Hudleson of National Security

Financial Planning Workshop for Gay and Lesbian Couples
Wednesday, February 4, 2015, from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Encompass Advisors will present a two-hour workshop at UUTC to explore the legal, tax, and
insurance issues for the well-being of individuals and couples who are members of the LGBT
community. Particular attention will be given to potential issues facing those living in NC.
Topics covered will be identified by those present at the workshop. The selected topics will be
discussed and recommended solutions will be presented, along with any needed documents. Time
will be allocated for personal discussion with professionals in each field.
To RSVP for this free workshop, please contact Kristine Tuggle by telephone at 828-884-8840 or by
email at kbt@eaweb.us.

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet
intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."

Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith that is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar.
ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr.
Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.

