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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Transitions
by Susan Freeman and Covenant Circle Members — Sunday, February 8

Sunday
Sermon

Nothing in life is permanent. A wise person once said, “Nothing changes if
nothing changes.” But our ego tends to prefer the known to the unknown.
Our ego tends to view change as a threat because the ego fears anything that
it can't control.

Nonetheless, change is coming. Our spiritual leader is retiring. Why is it important to express our feelings
about this transition? We will ponder some thoughts related to that question and consider what may
stand in the way of processing our loss and moving forward.
Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

Sunday Children’s Programs
Nursery care will be provided during
both services. During the 11:00 service,
Emily Atkinson will conduct Spirit Play
in the classroom for children ages 4-8,
and Heather Layton will conduct Riddle
& Mystery for grades 4-9, starting in the
Sanctuary.
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Off the Wall — a message from our minister
Religion Playing Catch Up
“Most religions were pulled into the modern Enlightenment with their
fingernails dug into the past.” So says Michael Shermer in his book
The Moral Arc. It does seem that religion is always lagging behind the
times, always struggling to catch up with change and progress. Maybe
there is a reason for that.
The history of religion reveals how much humans have struggled to meet the challenges of
progress and change. For example, the old patriarchal religion of ancient Israel had to give
way to the new religious views of the prophets in order to catch up with the radical changes
that had taken place in Israelite society.
The prophet Amos, for example, berates those who are holding fast to the old institutions of
sacrifice and worship, as instituted in the book of Leviticus, and calls the people to a more
universal concern for justice and righteousness.
By the time we come to Jesus of Nazareth, another tremendous change had occurred in the
meeting between the Hebraic and Hellenistic worlds. The religion of the scribe and Pharisee could
not meet the challenge. New wine had to be put into new wine skins. It was no longer about
temple worship. It was about “Love your neighbor as yourself,” interpreting “neighbor” according
to the parable of the Good Samarian, as “anyone who is hurting or suffering and needs your help.”
It was about “Love your enemies and do not judge.”
Today we find the same thing happening. Our religions have not caught up with the changing
times. The problems that face us today are global: global warming, global terrorism, global
markets . . . on and on. Yet our religions seem to be stuck in the past. Are we any different than
those whom Amos accuses of holding onto the old, traditional forms of religion? I think not.

Yet I believe there is a reason why religions lag behind the changing times. Religion/spirituality
has to do with the deeper transformations that need to occur within the human heart and
psyche. Regardless of whatever surface changes may occur and whatever may appear as
progress, spiritual transformation takes time. All religions have a mythic side and transformation at
the mythic level can take generations to unfold.
We need to remember that things are not religious, people are. Religion is a product of the
human, creative imagination. I believe a new religion is dawning. Its central symbol is the Earth
Flag. Its core message is “we are one.”

COMING
Sunday Brunch

EVENTS
Next Week at UUTC

Plan to connect informally with UUTC friends
this Sunday, February 8. The buffet-style
brunch usually includes omelet and carving
stations and costs $9.00 per person.

Christians in Exile – MON 2/9 @ 3:30 pm

Meet at Myers Dining Hall after the second
service. For more information, contact Elizabeth Thompson at etville@gmail.com.

Eclectics Jam – WED 2/11 @ 9:00 am

Mindfulness Group – MON 2/9 @ 7:00 pm
Men’s Group – TUE 2/10 @ 9:00 am

UU Film Series – WED 2/11 @ 5:00 pm
Soup & Soul – WED 2/11 @ 6:00 pm
Living Wage – THUR 2/12 @ 9:00 am

Reminder: Parents’ Night Out
Friday, February 13, from
5:30-7:45 p.m. for children
ages one to ten.
Contact Heather Layton at 553-3810 or
creuutc@gmail.com for details.

Film Series
Wednesdays from 5:00–6:30 p.m.
Our film and discussion series features a
journey through 2000 years of Unitarian
Universalist history. The films are shown in
the church Sanctuary. Remaining topics are:
February 11

Universalism
(1600 to 1860)

February 18

Evolution
(1861 to 1961)

February 25

Unitarian Universalism
(1961 to the present)

UUTC Board – THUR 2/12 @ 7:00 pm
Parents’ Night Out – FRI 2/13 @ 5:30 pm

Reading and Reflection
Starting Sunday, this small group will meet at
9:30 a.m. The first book to be discussed is
Earle Rabb’s The Case of the Missing
Person. It examines the historical Jesus and
his mission to build the “beloved community.”
To participate you must obtain a copy of the
book and commit to keeping up with the
scheduled reading. We still have one copy
of the book for loan in the church library,
and there are some for sale for $20.00.

CURRENT

UUTC
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Thank You

You are missing out if you do not stop by

A hearty thank you to
Dave Roberts for
creating and printing
maps showing the
current distribution of
UUTC Members and
Friends. He created
both an area map and a Brevard detail map.

the church on an occasional Wednesday

We are also happy to report that Dave is
recovering nicely from last week’s successful surgery on his shoulder.

morning at 9:00 to hear the Eclectics jam!

Ryan and The Eclectics
Emergency Contact Information

Choir Members Needed
Jean Rowe and the choir are eager to
welcome new members! The choir is particularly in need of altos, tenors and basses
who enjoy singing.
Our choir sings once a month, on the third
Sunday, and has one or two rehearsals. The
rehearsals are usually at 4:00 p.m. on the
Wednesday before singing, and in the morning prior to worship on the Sunday of singing.
Please contact Choir Director Jean Rowe
if you are willing to raise your voice with the
choir! Call her at 883-9538 or email to
uurevjeanr@aol.com.

Many members and friends have their emergency contact information on file in the UUTC
office. Having this information readily available
can be of enormous help in times of crisis.
You will find forms on the office counter if you
wish to add to or update your information.

Photo Directory Ready Soon
The 2015 UUTC Members and Friends
Photo Directory will feature 10 new photographs. You may order a printed version by
signing up on the office counter, calling the
office at 828-877-6121, or emailing Susan
Slocum at suslocum@yahoo.com. The
cost is $5.00, payable at delivery.
For a free PDF version, email your request
to uutcadmin@comporium.net after the
directory’s readiness has been announced.

SOCIAL

ACTION

Social Action Team Seeks Input
Most of you know that the Social Action
Team presents a different social justice
agency each month and asks our support of
it. These organizations are chosen each
spring by the congregation, selecting from a
list of agencies. We ask two questions:
1) Do you have any comments
regarding this current system?
What changes, if any, would
you like to see?
2) Do you know an agency which
you would like to see added to
our list for consideration by the
congregation?
Please share your comments or suggestions
with Sue Null at suenull@rice.edu by
February 14, or come to the next Social
Action meeting on Monday, February 16, at
3:00 p.m. at UUTC.

NEWS
One Billion Rising

SAFE invites you to join with us and others
at 2:00 p.m. on Valentine's Day, February
14, at the Transylvania County Library Amphitheater to celebrate “One Billion Rising.”
This is a peaceful movement designed to
empower women and draw attention to
the staggering statistic that one in three
women is beaten or sexually assaulted in
her lifetime.
We will walk from the library to Brevard
College and participate in the "Break the
Chain" dance. Dance leader Hiro Martin will
lead two practice dance sessions at the
Transylvania County Recreation Department
at 6:30 p.m. on February 4 and 11.
Can't dance? No problem! Come out and
show your support . . . no rhythm required!

Social Action Outreach – Bread of Life
The mission of the Bread of Life Community Kitchen is to provide free
nutritious meals in a safe and secure environment and to share food
with those in need in Transylvania County. There is no needs test for
obtaining food – anyone who wishes to have a free hot meal is
welcome.
Bread of Life serves about 188 meals per day in its facility, and also delivers some meals to the
homebound. In addition, the kitchen supplies about 150 emergency pantry boxes per month.

State of Our Union by Becky Young, UUTC Board President
Delivered to the Congregation on February 1, 2015
Warm. Open-Minded. Diverse. Intellectual. Spiritual. Inclusive. Caring.
Stimulating. Involved. Eclectic. Principled. These are a few of the terms used by
members and friends participating in the website focus group yesterday. They were
describing UUTC. They were describing who we are. And they were describing who
we will continue to be past the time when we welcome a new minister to lead us.
Sunday, April 26, will be Ernie’s last service before retirement. He will lead a single
service that morning at the Rogow Room at the library, starting at 10:30 a.m. It
will be a time for all of us to come together and express the love we have for this man and our glad
appreciation for his spiritual leadership.
At the close of this chapter, it is highly unlikely that we will all immediately part from each other and
extinguish the flame that binds us together. However, the mechanisms that keep UUTC running will
need additional attention.
We will not be rudderless. Your Interim Search Task Force, composed of Jean Rowe, Ben Potter and
Jim Null, are fully engaged and prepared to address the task. Spiritual ministry during the first three
months will be covered by Rev. Earle Rabb in May, Rev. Jean Rowe in June, and Rev. Dick Tucker in
July. Jean will also cover the College Walk services. Cantey Carpenter will coordinate communication
among these ministers and our indispensable Loving Hearts and Helping Hands Team. Heather and
Emily, of course, will continue in their fine work with our children and youth.
The Worship Team has pulpit assignments for the three-month gap period well in hand. Jean Rowe
and Earle Rabb with each provide a sermon message each month. And the Congregational Retreat
at The Mountain is already booked for the end of October—Bruce Kirkman is leading that planning.
On the governance front, we will conduct an internal audit this week, having addressed a number of
the issues outlined in the last audit. The Board restored the Contingency Line Item to the operating
budget and raised compensation for our Sound Tech Guy after compiling feedback from the Budget
Forum. Budget worksheets have gone out to Teams and Committees to assist the Finance Committee
in crafting next year’s budget. The Board continues to attempt to fill all of the personnel positions of its
Committees.
New bookkeeper Sue Gervais is becoming comfortable with our systems. Our accounting software is
now current. Peg Hall has been authorized to administer the Minister’s Discretionary Fund while we
have no minister. We have an OSHA-certified First Aid Kit installed in the bathroom by the kitchen.
Our Media Task Force identified website issues and a website designer was hired. The new site will
be a better tool for ministerial recruitment, and will work on the mobile devices that are increasingly
used, making it more accessible to many members of our current congregation.

State of Our Union continued
Our Principles, however, demand more from us. And this “us” is the whole of UUTC, not just your
elected Board. To honor our environmental principle, we must embrace the discomfort of new
technologies and the learning curve and fiscal commitment that represents.
Far more important to the health of UUTC is a more inclusive understanding of our Second and Third
principles: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations, the acceptance of one another
and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregation.
Right about now you are probably thinking to yourself that we’ve been doing pretty well in that arena.
We may have a bit of a log in our eyes, however. For UUTC to provide equity to all members and
friends, our calendar of events needs to either expand or change. A large percentage of the life
of UUTC takes place during business hours, when our younger families must work. We have neither
comparable opportunities outside those hours nor childcare or other modifications available to
support the involvement of these members and friends. We do not even have consistent procedures
in place to ensure that we even ASK parents if they need childcare in order to attend ministry
activities.
Finally, the encouragement to spiritual growth requires not only that we provide opportunities to
participate in our sacred community but that we provide the soulful fiscal support to ensure all are
represented. The least wealthy among us can still contribute something, and those more wealthy
should not use the perceived size of other contributions as an excuse not to contribute. The youth of
UUTC are currently working through programming entitled “Our Whole Lives.” I would challenge you
that if you are not contributing dollars, you have not invested your whole life, spiritually, to UUTC.
I would like to call your attention to the last item on which we will vote today—and that is the vote to
honor Ernie by establishing him as a Minister Emeritus for Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania
County. This will allow Ernie, after a new minister is fully established here, to come back into the life
of this congregation. I, for one, look forward to that day, and hope you will join me in voting in favor of
the motion.

UPDATE: We had 69 members present at the
Special Congregational Meeting, and ten
absentee ballots cast. All of the proposed
amendments to the Bylaws passed, as did the
motion

to

establish

Ernie

Emeritus of this congregation.

as

Minister

LATE

BREAKING

NEWS

Eight Plus Kids!
Heather Layton volunteered to host a potluck Dinner for Eight with
three couples and their kids on Friday, February 27. Any families
that are interested in participating should contact Heather at 553-3810 or
creuutc@gmail.com for details.

Thank You

Overheard

The Social Action Team is extremely

A traditional Methodist complained to a
Unitarian Universalist, “I hear you don’t
believe in the divinity of Jesus.”

pleased to announce that your donations to
The Haven in January totaled $2,611.00.
The Haven is grateful for your support.

“That’s not true,” said the UU. “We don’t
deny the divinity of anyone.”

UUTC Seeking Office Support Person
At the end of April, Carol Moore, our current
administrative secretary, will leave her job at UUTC
Who
will
fill
this
role?

and join the ranks of the traveling retired. She
and husband Dick Tucker plan a two-month camping

trip to Colorado and Utah in May and June. After
they return and regroup, Carol will head to Spain to
walk the Camino Francés with a long-time friend.
(Carol is inspired, in part, by UUTC member Tanne
Traywick’s successful trek last fall.)

If you know of anyone with tremendous organizational, computer and people skills who
might be interested in this important job, please have them send information to uutcadmin@
comporium.net.

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet
intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."

Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith which is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar.
ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr.
Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.

