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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Crime and Punishment in America: Why Our Obsession with Revenge is Destroying Us
by Dr. Dan T. Carter — Sunday, March 22
Most of us are aware that the United States is unique among advanced
democracies in its embrace of the “incarceration culture.” The statistics are
mind-numbing, but the underlying question is, why? What lies within our
national psyche that leads us toward revenge rather than rehabilitation and
reconciliation?

Sunday
Sermon

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

PAT DONOHUE
in Concert at UUTC
on Friday, April 17!
Look for details next week!
Sunday Children’s Programs
Nursery care will be provided during
both services. During the 11:00 service,
Emily Atkinson and Heather Layton will
conduct Creating Home in the classroom for children ages 4 to 8.
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The New Jim Crow
The Adult Religious Exploration Team is sponsoring a book discussion on
The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander to take place in three
90-minute sessions. The discussion opportunity had been have opened to
the community and considerable interest has been shown, so two times
and locations have been chosen.
One group will meet from 4:30 until 6:00 p.m. at the Lutheran Church of
the Good Shepherd (across from Ingles) on three consecutive Wednesdays evenings, beginning April 8 and continuing on April 15 and 22. It is
hoped that this will accommodate working folks. The second group will
meet at UUTC every other Tuesday morning from 10:30 a.m. until noon, starting on Tuesday, April 7,
followed by April 21 and May 5.
Please email Virginia MacDonald at vrmacd@mtnwaves.net if you wish to join a group. She will
need to know which group you prefer and whether you want to order the book through her. (Some
books are now available at Highland Books for $19.17 which includes tax and our 10% discount.) Child
care can also be arranged for the morning sessions at UUTC if you let Virginia know you have a need
If you have other questions, you can call Virginia at 828-862-6505.
The February Board Minutes
are posted on the Board's Board.
Printed or email copies may be
obtained by request from the office at
uutcadmin@comporium.net.

Next Week at UUTC
Christians in Exile – Mon 3/23 @ 3:30 pm
Mindfulness Group – Mon 3/23 @ 7:00 pm
Men’s Group – Tue 3/24 @ 9:00 am
Eclectics Jam – Wed 3/25 @ 9:00 am

Party! Party! Party!
We will serve a light lunch
in the social hall and the
sanctuary following Ernie’s
last service with us, to be
held in the Rogow Room on
April 26. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
Please consider volunteering to reconfigure the sanctuary, prepare food, serve, or
assist with clean-up.

Soup & Soul – Wed 3/25 @ 6:30 pm

Call or email Jane Carter at 884-8898 or
matsucarter@gmail.com or Sue Ziegler
at 883-4342 or sue.ziegler@yahoo.com.

Sierra Club – Thur 3/26 @ 7:00 pm

We are looking forward to a great day!

Spiritual Formation – Wed 3/25 @ 5:00 pm

Twelve Steps

Sunday Brunch

Dave Hunter will
lead a discussion of
the book Twelve
Steps to a Compassionate Life by
Karen Armstrong for
the

next

six

sessions of Chris-

To avoid Easter Sunday, the “First-Sunday”
Brunch will again make its appearance on a
Sunday other than the First Sunday. Join us
at the college dining hall after the second service on Sunday, March 29 (the fifth Sunday)
for food and fellowship. Please contact Elizabeth Thompson at etville@gmail.com for
more information.

tians in Exile.
Christians in Exile meets at the church on the
second and fourth Mondays from 3:30
until 5:00 p.m.
All are invited to join in this discussion,
which will begin on Monday, March 23 and
continue twice a month through Monday,

June 8. For more information, please contact
Jean Rowe at uurevjeanr@aol.com.

Women's Group
All women are invited to our meeting on
Thursday April 2 at 12:30 p.m. Bring your
bag lunch and a treat to share if you like. We
will focus on poverty in Transylvania County.
Shelley Webb, Executive Director of Sharing
House, will join us for discussion beginning
1:00 p.m. For questions contact JoAnn Crawford at nccrawford@hotmail.com.

Fifth Sunday Food Collection
March has FIVE Sundays, so we will collect food for Sharing House. Baskets are in the lobby for
your donations on March 22 and 29. Please take a list of the most needed items from the counter.

March Outreach – SAFE, Inc.
This month our Social Action Team is focusing on supporting
SAFE Inc., a local agency which provides crisis intervention
and life skills training for victims of abuse. Victims are provided with safe shelter, treated with dignity and respect, and given
the opportunity to create long-lasting changes that will result in
a life free of violence and abuse.
If you wish to support this agency, please make a check payable to SAFE, Inc. and put it in the
offering basket at a Sunday service in March.

Visions of Success
At the close of 2014, Becky Young, the UUTC Board President,
asked Board members to articulate their vision for UUTC. Below
are those visions. As the congregation goes into its stewardship
period, perhaps you will share with the Stewardship Team what
UUTC means to you, and what you hope our community will
become.
ERNIE MILLS
I think to myself that UUTC has succeeded
 When I hear individuals share how they have grown in their spiritual selves, have learned new

things about themselves, life and the world;
 When I hear people share how their lives have been transformed by their experience here at

UUTC;
 When I witness the deep friendships and bonds that have been forged between members of

UUTC;
 When I sense the genuine care that members have for one another in this community;
 When I hear a visitor say “this is the friendliest community;”
 When I hear the voices in this community call us time and time again to causes of social justice

and equity;
 And when I see the evidence of the compassion that reaches beyond these walls.

JIM HARDY
 Continued growth with emphasis on young families;
 Stability with a strong and functional 2-5 year strategic plan.

BEN POTTER
The seeds for the future success of UUTC are already well planted. It will be essential to continue and enhance our efforts to appeal to younger adults and families with children. Attention to the integration of new friends and members into the life of the congregation will remain important. Attractive opportunities for small group involvement, whether for growth, education,
service, or task performance, will serve us well. For me the key will be the Sunday morning experience. If most people do not leave glad that they came, the rest of our efforts will not likely
thrive. With these and other contributions, I believe we can grow in size, in the quality of what we
offer to those who come our way, and in our impact on Transylvania County.

Visions of Success, continued
SUSAN SLOCUM
I see UUTC as successful every day. Future success will be to have critical parts of the
organizational structure in place and a supportive congregation to carry forward what
Ernie and our founding members have begun.
KARLA MAAR
My vision for a thriving congregation is:
 Vibrant youth participation;
 Bring in more natives, locals, in the congregation;
 Make UUTC accommodate to the common man or woman;
 Bulletin board: services and goods;
 Green building and activities;
 Electronic ministry;
 Continue with small group ministry;
 Have a minister who knows the members;
 Have lots of fun, hoot and holler and party!!!!

PEG HALL
Teams at UUTC run in the shadow of Tom Sawyer: people are so happy working together that
others want to pitch in, happy to finish whitewashing the picket fence, so to speak. They are busy
making their own plans for how to better enjoy their work.
Being so efficient, some months they see that, though they have no unfinished business, they
decide to meet for dinner just to hang out. Looking around the congregation, people look forward
to working on other teams where members seem to be having such a blast! They speak up to get
in line to rotate onto the team of their choice after their service on the current one concludes. In five
years, they have worked closely with 20-30 other members of our beloved community.
BECKY YOUNG
 A community of people more invested in sharing their territory than in protecting it;
 A community that supports the needs of all age
groups;
 A community that enjoys service groups (Teams
and Committees) as much as covenant groups;
 A community that continues to grow its reputation as
friendly, welcoming and just;
 A community of people, each investing in the
current and future UUTC.

Brevard Cares—Property Cleanup for Those in Need
Saturday Morning, April 18,
Please consider participating in Brevard Cares Community Cleanup
Project from 8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturday, April 18. It will begin after
volunteers are served breakfast.
The Social Action Team has frequently heard people say that they would
like to participate in social action beyond writing a monthly check to
deserving agencies. Here's your chance!
The City of Brevard Police Department is organizing an outdoor property cleanup for the elderly and those who need assistance. There may
be some indoor painting projects. Family participation is welcome. Please
put the date on your calendar and sign up on the sheet on the church counter.
Contact church members Nancy or Phil Davis at pandndavis@comporium.net or call them at
877-4555 if you have any questions.

Volunteer Openings: Take a Turn / Take Care of UUTC
TEAM OPENINGS: Please contact Rev. Ernie Mills or the team leader listed below.
Membership Team

One team member

Susan Slocum at 207-831-8976 or
suslocum@yahoo.com

Social Action Team

Team leader

Sue Null at 828-877-2550 or
suenull@rice.edu

Stewardship Team

Multiple openings

Dave Roberts at 828-553-4461 or
dave@robertslink.net

COMMITTEE OPENINGS: Please contact Board President, Becky Young, at 828-577-8164
or nativebackyard@gmail.com.
Finance Committee Three members
Administration Committee Two members
ELECTIVE OFFICE OPENINGS: Members, please contact Jim Null, Nominating Committee Chair,
at 828-877-2550 or jnull69@comporium.net.
President-Elect

Member-at-Large

Treasurer

Nominating Committee Member

The rewards of service are great. Thank you.

Susan Slocum, Secretary of the Board

Building Bridges
Looking for something different to do this summer?
Consider joining around 1,200 UUs from all over the
Southeast and beyond for SUUSI (Southeast Unitarian Universalist Summer Institute). It's a family
camp, conference, spiritual retreat, and nature
adventure mixed with wonderful age-specific
programming as well as a vibrant nightlife.
Intrigued? Curious? Questions? Contact Elizabeth Thompson at etville@gmail.com or Lynn
Halsey at lghalsey@comporium.net for more information. Or you may go to www.suusi.org, but
be aware that the website is still being built, so there may be some links or menus that don't work.

Spring Activities at The Mountain
Unitarian Universalists are fortunate to have The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center in nearby
Highlands. Some of their spring offerings are listed below. Consult the UUTC bulletin board, call
828-526-5838, or go to mountaincenters.org for more information.
Easter in the Oaks
From April 3-5 enjoy Easter programs for all ages: crafts, a traditional Easter Egg hunt, a worship service and a fabulous Easter
feast are included.
Hikes for Adults
Three programs are being offered for either three-day or five-day
stays with hiking excursions led by Barry White. Dates are April 26-May 1; May 17-22; or June 1-4.
Homecoming
This three-night intergenerational weekend is a Memorial Day tradition at The Mountain. It offers
fun, family, and some work from May 22-25. The adult cost is $280, the youth fee is $96, and children 11 and younger are free! Commuters can enjoy three meals and programming for $50 a day.
Appalachian Spring
This is a five-day cultural experience with a UU lecturer, a singer and fiddler, an old-time dance
teacher and caller, a hike leader, and Cherokee Indian storytellers. The $495 fee included meals,
lodging, and programming from May 25-29.

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the
brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the
extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith which is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar.
ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our minister is the Rev. Ernest L. Mills, Jr.
Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.

