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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

HOPE IN THE FLOWERS: THE STORY OF A REMARKABLE MAN
by Rev. Jean Rowe — Sunday, May 3rd
At the largest Unitarian Church in the world, in Prague, Czechoslovkia, 1923,
Rev. Norbert Capek introduced the distinctly Unitarian flower communion. "We
have made a new experiment in symbolizing our Liberty and Brotherhood in a
service which was so powerful and impressive that I never experienced
anything like it.” During the sermon, I will tell Dr. Capek's story. UUs in the
US have been celebrating this service since the 1940s.

Sunday
Sermon

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

SOCIAL ACTION QUESTIONAIRE — Week Two (same survey!)
At the end of this week’s newsletter are a couple pages dedicated to the list of selected agencies which the Social
Action Team has elected to submit for your further evaluation and review. Please follow the directions, and you may
mail your questionnaire in, or place it in the box (SAC) on the counter at the front desk. Thank you!

Next Week at UUTC

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE

Mindfulness Group – Mon 5/4 @ 7:00 pm
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Message from Ernie

Men’s Group – Tue 5/5 @ 9:00 am
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Congregational Forum

The New Jim Crow – Tues 5/5 @ 10:30 am
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Stewardship Message

Congregational Forum – Tue 5/5 @ 7:00 pm
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Essential Volunteer Needs
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Social Action News

Page 8

Announcements
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Sermon Summary for May

Eclectics Jam – Wed 5/6 @ 9:00 am
Soup & Soul – Wed 5/6 @ 6:30 pm
Women’s Group – Thur 5/7 @ 12:30 pm

Drum Circle – Thur 5/7 @ 7:00 pm
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I would like to thank you all, once
again, for all your support and
encouragement over the years I
have
served
as
your
minister. Together we have built
a beloved community and I know
that it will continue to grow and
thrive.
I expect to hear jackhammers from my home on
Grove Street and know that they
are the sound of progress and a
new building, a new space where
religious freedom can grow. I
expect to hear that UUTC continues to be a force for justice and equity in this
county and beyond.
When I think of UUTC I will not think of past tense and of “you” but of present
tense and “us” or “we.” Thank you all so much for the generous gift. Diane and I
plan to use some of it to fund our trip to Lake Chapala Mexico this November
where I will lead the UU Congregation there for two weeks.
I will be thinking of UUTC. It is great to be alive in Transylvania County….but,
believe you me, it has been even greater being part of a community of soulsearching human beings, with big hearts and open minds.
Should anyone have questions about Carl Jung, Joseph Campbell or Ernst
Cassirer please don’t hesitate to buy the books.
Peace to you all, Ernie
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STARTING THIS WEEK!
Tuesday, May 5th at 7:00pm

UUTC Congregational Forum

Members, Friends, Visitors, UUTC Family
Come hear…….come ask……come discuss……We need your input!
Progress Report on our Financial Commitment Campaign Questions and
Answers on the 2015-16 Proposed Budget. Please call the office to request
childcare in advance of Tuesday night. If no requests are made, childcare
will not be available.

May 31st at 12:15pm UUTC Annual Meeting
Vote on the Budget
Election of Officers, Nominating Committee members

PASTORAL CARE
This month, May, Earle Rabb takes his
turn as our Pastoral Care Minister. The
Board is following the suggestion of
Dick Tucker, who will serve as our
Pastoral Care Minister in July, to
secure a cell phone specifically for use
for the Pastoral Care Ministers. This
phone will be passed between Earle,
Jean and Dick during this time of
transition.
The number to call is 553-9410. You
may wish to make a note of this in your
copy of the Directory.

Call or email the
office if you need a
ride or childcare!
877-6121
uutcadmin@comporium.net

First Sunday Post
Meet & Greet - May 3rd
New and Regular Visitors, Members
and Friends, please stop by the
Welcome Table after the second
service for some quiet conversation
with members of the Membership
Team.
Questions
on
the
transition? Making the connections
you
want
and
need
at
UUTC?
Suggestions for First
Sunday gatherings? We want to
know and help.
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Welcome Spring!

We Are Family
“The Four Laws of Ecology: (1) Everything is
connected to everything else; (2) Everything
must go somewhere; (3) Nature knows best;

Picnic Lunch at UUTC
Tuesday, May 12, Noon

and (4) There is no such thing as a free lunch.”
- Barry Commoner

Hope you will join us!
Please make a reservation by

Dear UUTC Family,

signing the clipboard on the

The Stewardship campaign is in full swing –

counter or emailing the office:

over half of our families have been contacted

admin@uutc.org

by the visiting stewards, and commitments to
the 2015-2016 proposed budget are arriving
daily – but we still have a way to go before we

The Loving Hearts and
Helping Hands Team

are fully funded. Our budget is 15% larger this
coming year to cover increases in ministerial
compensation and other needs. Please be
thoughtful when making your commitment.
Dave Roberts
133 Ashworth Ave., Brevard
828-553-4461 or dave@robertslink.net

Watch Our Doors
More frequently than is comfortable, one
or more of our front doors is being left
unlocked. If you are meeting at UUTC
outside of regular office hours, please
double check all doors before leaving.
Thank you!
May 1st, 2015
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USHERS NEEDED FOR MAY
Beginning on May 10th, at the
11:00 service, we are in need of
ushers throughout the month. On
May 17th and May 31st, we have
vacancies at both the 9:30 and
11:00am services. On May 24th,
we need ushers for the 11:00
service.
If you can assist with any of these
times, call or email the office, and
thank you!
admin@uutc.org

877-6121

VOLUNTEER OPENINGS: Take a Turn / Take Care of UUTC
TEAM OPENINGS: Teams do the WORK of UUTC. These Teams are in great need.
Equal Exchange

Team leader with
UUTC front desk — 877-6121
Excel skills (note: there will be no coffee or chocolate w/o a leader!)

Personnel

Team leader & member Peter Mockridge at 862-5485

COMMITTEE OPENINGS: Please contact Board President Peg Hall at 828-553-7541 or
peghall1@gmail.com. Committees determine POLICY for UUTC.
Administration Committee

Two members

Finance Committee

Two members

Property Committee

One member

ELECTIVE OFFICE OPENINGS: Members, please contact Isabel Lynch, at 828-877-4170 or
isabelplynch@gmail.com.

Board Member-at-Large

Nominating Committee Member

Elective offices CANNOT BE APPOINTED BY THE BOARD. The Congregation,
represented by the Nominating Committee, selects candidates for service. These two
positions, CURRENTLY EMPTY, will be up for vote (along with the rest of the Board) at the
Congregational Meeting in May. Please consider service.

Serving the UUTC community rewards you with the SATISFACTION that comes
from supporting a congregation that you love; the growth of your leadership
skills; and the camaraderie that exists among team and committee members. Try
it—you’ll like it!
Susan Slocum, Secretary of the Board

Page 5

May 1st, 2015

Who Ya Gonna Call?
Your reference list for all points of leadership: Committee or Team!
Board Executive Committee, Peg Hall

828-553-7541

peghall1@gmail.com

Administration Committee, Peter Mockridge

828-862-5485

peterb@peterbmockridge.com

Finance Committee, Joan Lemire

828-231-9259

tjbindire@yahoo.com

Property Committee, Terry Davies

828-966-9393

urthlngs@yahoo.com

Adult Religious Exploration Team, Dave Hunter

828-884-6647

dwhunter53@aol.com

Being Group, Peg Hall

828-553-7541

peghall1@gmail.com

Christians in Exile, Jean Rowe

828-883-9538

uurevjeanr@aol.com

Covenant Circle Ministry, Susan Freeman

susanf442000@yahoo.com

Dream Group, Carol Flake

828-553-4910

cflake@comporium.net

Drum Circle, Joyce Pearsall

828-883-9879

jepearsall@comporium.net

Eclectics, John Austin

828-884-3466

jsa0416@gmail.com

Men’s Group, Jim Hardy & Dave Hunter

828-553-7419 or 828-884-6647

jhardy1@comporium.net / dwhunter53@aol.com

Mindfulness Community, Dick Winchell

828-557-2511

winchell.richard@gmail.com

Soup and Soul, Sandy Jones

828-884-4442

jonesbabyexpert@aol.com

Women’s Group, JoAnn Crawford

828-877-5344

nccrawford@hotmail.com

Women’s Potluck, Joan Lemire

828-231-9259

tjbindire@yahoo.com

828-577-0251

carterdt@mailbox.sc.edu

Building Team, Dan Carter

Children’s Religious Exploration Team, Heather Layton 828-877-2174

creuutc@gmail.com

Computer Technology Team, Mark Allison

954-707-2895

mark@cmallison.com

Equal Exchange Team, vacant

828-xxx-xxxx

Grounds Team, Bill Edmonds

828-884-2837

eliasstep@comporium.net

Loving Hearts Helping Hands Team, Cantey Carpenter 828-885-2031

canteycarpenter61@gmail.com

Membership Team, Susan Slocum

207-831-8976

suslocum@yahoo.com

Music Team, Carol MacAllister

828-551-0587

wisdomtreegal@gmail.com

Nominating Team, Jim Null

828-877-2550

jnull69@comporium.net

Personnel Team, vacant

828-xxx-xxxx

Social Action Team, Sue Null

828-877-2550

suenull@rice.edu

Social Activities Team, Sue Ziegler

828-883-4342

sueziegler@yahoo.com

Stewardship Team, Dave Roberts

828-553-4461

dave@robertslink.net

828-884-9166

wrightz@comporium.net

828-577-1868

albamar@mindspring.com

Endowment, Barbara Wright
Worship Team, John Dreier
May 1st, 2015
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SOCIAL

ACTION

TEAM

NEWS

Social Action for May—Rise & Shine
Rise & Shine is a comprehensive academic mentoring program
where every child can shine! Tutors include members of UUTC—
in fact, members and friends of UUTC represent the second
largest group of volunteers serving at Rise & Shine.
The three main components of the program for grades K-5 are
one-on-one homework tutoring, STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) education and Guided Reading with skilled educators. STEAM and
Guided Reading are provided at a 1 to 5 ratio.
Scholars of all races are accepted and no Rise & Shine Scholar has dropped out of school in the
18 years of the program. R&S is committed to long term support and empowerment for scholars
from Kindergarten through 12th grade. Strategies of the program are implemented to ensure
scholars leave R&S able to “think, read, write, compute, love the arts and become economically
independent.” Help support this empowering program for our Transylvania County youth. Go to
www.riseshine.org for more details.

Hunger Coalition Requests Garden Tools
The hunger Coalition has taken on the responsibility of
supplying gardening equipment for TC Henderson
Elementary School. One of the teachers there has offered
to organize the children to plant a vegetable garden. This
is the poorest school in our county with 65% of the
children on food stamps. We are looking for used
gardening equipment that they need. Below is a list of
things that they have requested. If you can help, please
take items to Terry Davies at 136 West French Broad
St., or call him for pick up: 966-9393.
Hoses, 50 ft. • 40 gallon rain barrel • bird
netting • soil • manure • shovels •
rakes • gloves • trowels • boards for
raised beds • 2 1/2” flat head screws
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UUTC Photo Directory Shoot - Saturday, May 16th
Never been photographed for the Photo Directory? Changed a bit and would like a new
photo?
Our next photo shoot for the Members and Friends Photo Directory is scheduled for Saturday
morning, May 16th. Our team of Mark Allison and Barbi Smith stage and take the photos for
FREE in 10-15 minutes per person/family. New Members and Friends receive a free Directory.
Others may order a printed directory (just $5) or request the free PDF.
To schedule, call Barbi at 910-392-7045, sign up on the office counter, or email Susan

Slocum at suslocum@yahoo.com.

Building Bridges
Looking for something different to do this summer?
Consider joining Heather Layton, Lynn Halsey,
Elizabeth Thompson and Sue & Jim Null along with
more than 1,200 UUs from all over the Southeast and
beyond for SUUSI (Southeast Unitarian Universalist
Summer Institute). It's a family camp, conference,
spiritual retreat, and nature adventure mixed with
wonderful age-specific programming as well as a
vibrant nightlife.
Intrigued? Curious? Questions? Contact Elizabeth Thompson at etville@gmail.com or Lynn
Halsey at lghalsey@comporium.net for more information. Or you may go to www.suusi.org for
general information. The first registration deadline ($50 discount) is May 15th.
May 1st, 2015
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UUTC Women's Group
The monthly meeting for all UUTC women, friends or guests will take place on Thursday, May 7. Join
us at 12:30 p.m. for a Spring Luncheon at the home of Sandy Kirkman. Our special guest will be Peg
Bresnahan who will share readings from her new book of poetry In a Country None of us Called
Home. Please bring a dish to share. We will carpool from the church at noon. There are directions
to The Kirkman's on the counter at the desk. Questions? Contact JoAnn Crawford at
nccrawford@hotmail.com.

Eclectics, Continued!
The Eclectics will continue their weekly fellowship on Wednesday mornings in the Social Hall.
A couple of new faces are coming on board, but the tunes are still familiar.
Come join us every Wednesday morning at 9:00!

Flower Communion
This Sunday, May 3rd
This Sunday, May 3rd, Jean Rowe and the youth
will lead us in a traditional UU service celebrating
unity and diversity with a UU Flower
Communion. Bring a flower or flowering branch—
we will create giant bouquets, and each person
takes a different flower home!

State of the CALENDAR
With the implementation of our new website, there are some pieces which are
fabulous and finished, and some which require UUTC Staff to get up-to-date.
One of these pieces is the UUTC Calendar. Until the transition is complete, you
can access the Calendar from the Latest News page of the website—you will
find the link in the first paragraph of the page.
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Ma y 2015 Sermons
May 10

•

9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

•

Rev. Earle Rabb

GET A LIFE!
In our modern world people have increasingly come to see the world as primarily one of human
life. In our ordinary everyday language we speak very much as people used to speak of God:
have faith in life, live life to the fullest, make the most of life while it lasts. We will explore the large
implications this shift in language has for how we live our daily lives in this world.

May 17

•

9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

•

THE INTENTIONAL SEARCH FOR TRUTH

Gary Kendrick
(corrected from last week’s issue)

Throughout our lifetime, we have experienced many discoveries that have changed our lives. The
digital age has transformed how we live and interact. But has anything radically transformed our
spiritual journey or what we believe? For the first time in my lifetime, I think we are experiencing
the beginning of a true paradigm shift in theology (or "God" thought). Surprisingly, though, this
paradigm shift has not come from theological research. It has come from science.

May 24

•

9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

•

Michael Carter

THE DUALITY OF THE SOUTHERN THING

The “duality of the Southern thing” is a line from a song written and performed by the Drive By
Truckers. This is not an apologist statement for Southern history, though it is an exploration of the
broader themes that emerge when taking an honest look at what it means to be born and raised
below the Mason Dixon line. This specific case will be a foundation for exploring the more general
topic of how the inherent opposites of our lives imbedded in our personalities, culture and sense
of place are inextricably connected. Without one, the other cannot exist, which is why we must
embrace all our frailties and strengths not with judgment but compassion. Lao Tzu said, “He who
controls others may be powerful, but he who has mastered himself is mightier still.” Believe it or
not, the DBTs and Lao Tzu have more in common than you may think.

May 31

•

9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

•

Jim Hardy

WHEN GOOD INTENTIONS GO WRONG
In 1971, President Richard Nixon declared a war on drugs, an all-out effort to reduce the use and
spread of illegal drugs, provide treatment to those addicted, and, at its heart, to protect our
children from addiction. Today, 44 years and over one trillion dollars later, drugs are more
accessible and used than ever, drug lords are making billions, and America imprisons more
people than any nation on earth. How and why did we go so wrong, and what can we do now to
return America to a sane and compassionate approach, one founded upon our first two UU
principles?

May 1st, 2015
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the
brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the
extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith which is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar.
ACCESS previous issues of UUpdate.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Pastoral Care Minister for the month of May is the Rev. Earle Rabb. Reach him at 553-9410.
Church office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.
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Social Action at UUTC
Agency Choices for 2015-16
SAC is asking UUTC members and friends to choose from this list of social justice or human
growth agencies for our focus in 2015-16. Please complete and return this questionnaire no later than
Sunday, May 11 (Mother’s Day). Ther e ar e pr inted copies on the counter or you may pr int your
own copy from this newsletter. Return to the box at the counter or mail to UUTC, PO Box 918,
Brevard, NC 28712.
Below are sixteen choices. Please put an X next to nine organizations which you prefer to
support for the next year (July, 2015-June, 2016). The other three months will feature donations to the
Minister’s Discretionary Fund, UUSC (Unitar ian Univer salist Ser vice Committee), and
Christmas Gifts with Meaning. An asterisk (*) indicates a NEW agency (one not previously
supported by UUTC) – please consider choosing one (or more) of those.
_____ Backpack Buddies feeds many childr en in the Tr ansylvania County Public Schools (and
sometimes their families) who would otherwise go hungry over the weekends.
_____ Boys and Girls Club is a youth development and after -school program for children 5 to 18
years old to help them develop qualities to become responsible citizens.

_____ Bread of Life pr ovides hot lunches ever y weekday for those in need, both at their center in
Brevard and via home delivery.
_____ The Children’s Center pr ovides emer gency and educational assistance to families of young
children as well as new mother support and children's advocacy.
_____ El Centro helps immigr ant families adjust thr ough language tutor ing, after -school
assistance to school children, and documentation guidance.
*____ Free Rein Center for Therapeutic Riding* uses hor ses to pr ovide benefits to childr en and
adults with autism, ADHD, physical limitations and other disabilities.

_____The Haven pr ovides shelter , counseling and help with r ehousing for the homeless of
Transylvania County.
_____Meals on Wheels of Brevard helps clients maintain their independence in their own homes by
providing noontime home delivery of nutritious meals and personal contact with its volunteers.
*____ The Mediation Center* pr omotes positive change in individuals and or ganizations thr ough
mediation, dialogue, and teaching human relationship skills.
(continue for more choices)

Social Action at UUTC
Agency Choices for 2015-16, continued

_____ The Mountain is a UU retreat center outside Highlands, NC, with programs that inspire people
to work for the common good of fellowship, peace, justice and environmental stewardship.
_____ Muddy Sneakers seeks to awaken in school childr en a deeply felt connection with the
natural world, one that inspires curiosity, stimulates learning, and brings new life to classroom
performance.
_____ Pisgah Legal Services pr ovides fr ee civil legal aid to the most vulnerable people in WNC –
disadvantaged children, senior citizens, families at risk of homelessness, and victims of domestic
violence.
_____ Rise and Shine Freedom School mentor s childr en and empower s par ents to equalize
opportunity and build a community of racial justice.
_____ S.A.F.E. offer s shelter , cour t assistance and fr ee counseling services for anyone affected by
domestic violence or sexual assault.
_____ Sharing House pr ovides emer gency assistance to the poor , including food, clothing,
household goods, and assistance in paying utility and rent bills.
*____ Smart Start is a public-private early childhood initiative that promotes positive early learning
experiences for young children, to help them become healthy and school-ready.
All of these organizations and causes can use your help.
Please consider volunteering for one of your choice.

Please let SAC know YOUR thoughts. Our meetings are open (third Monday
of each month at 3:00 p.m. at UUTC) and we always seek new members. JOIN US!

Name (optional) __________________________________________________

