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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

THE UNCERTAIN TRUTH
by Lable Braun — Sunday, July 26th
Are Truth and Certainty the same things? Or is Truth an elusive butterfly that
entices and dances with us, but will not be netted, trapped in a frame, and
mounted on a wall? To freely and responsibly search for Truth and Meaning, do
we need to leave Certainty behind? What is the cost of dragging Certainty
around with us? Lable will explore these and other uncertainties with us during
this fun and enlightening service. Special Note: Virginia Baner will provide music during the service.

Sunday
Sermon

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

USHER SLOTS ABOUND FOR AUGUST
Most of our 9:30am slots are filled, but we need volunteers for the 11:00 services. Please add your
name to the signup sheet at the front desk if you can help!
AT UUTC AFTER OFFICE HOURS?
BE SURE TO CHECK & LOCK ALL THE DOORS ON THE WAY OUT.

NEXT WEEK at UUTC

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE

Christians in Exile – Mon 7/27 @ 3:30 pm
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“In the Interim…”

Mindfulness Community – Mon 7/27 @ 7:00 pm
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Poem Meditation

Men’s Group – Tue 7/28 @ 9:00 am
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Chalice Camp Update

SMART Recovery – Tue 7/28 @ 6:00 pm
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Social Action News

Eclectics Jam – Wed 7/29 @ 9:30 am
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Announcements

Being Group -- Wed 7/29 @ 1:00 pm
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Upcoming Events
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“In the Interim …”
I feel like I’m “living between two worlds.” My husband Mark
Cannon and I rented an apartment on West French Broad Street
in Brevard on July 1, and have been moving in slowly during the
month of July. We’re still looking for a tenant to rent our 15th floor
condo in Midtown, Atlanta, where I have lived for the past three
years. So, I now have personal property stored in four states: GA,
NC, TX and PA. But that’s a long story for another time. …

Right now, I must confess that my change of habitat has been a bit
disorienting -- especially when you factor in wrapping up projects
from my previous position as a management consultant, while
simultaneously moving into my new role as Interim Minister of
UUTC.
While taking a break from packing and moving, it occurred to me that many members and friends of
UUTC may also feel like you are “between two worlds”: the congregation BEFORE Rev. Ernie Mills
retired, and the congregation that IS NOW and IS BECOMING.
Extensive research and experience have shown that heightened levels of uncertainty and anxiety are
typical during times of transition. It’s perfectly natural and even desirable – unless you prefer to live a
life of predictable monotony, which is rarely the case for Unitarian Universalists.
Even though most UU’s enjoy exploring new ways of thinking, being and doing, transitions in
congregational leadership can be a bit stressful. Often, the anxiety is so subtle that it can easily go
unnoticed.
That’s why I’m mentioning it now, as we begin the Interim Period together. Although we will
sometimes feel off-balance with one foot in the past and another stretching toward the future, this is a
wonderful opportunity for UUTC to take stock of where you have been; where you are; and where you
wish to go, under the leadership of your new Settled Minister, who is “scheduled to arrive” on August
1, 2017.
But, I don’t plan on merely “holding a place” until the arrival of the incoming Settled Minister. That’s
NOT my role as an Interim Minister. Instead, I am charged with helping your congregation move
through five essential tasks, which are explicitly written into the contract between the UUTC Board
and me. An excerpt follows in the next column.
July 24th, 2015

Page 2

Behind-the-scenes planning for the Interim Period began the day I was named your Interim Minister.
Since then, I have been working with UUTC leaders to chart a course for our next two years together.
We have already accomplished several important tasks. And, I have quickly come to believe that
yours is a very special congregation filled with caring, gifted people of good will, maturity, character,
and purpose.

I am confident that together, we can accomplish the tasks we set before ourselves for the Interim
Period. This time between Settled Ministers is intentionally designed for purposeful introspection and
reflection – as well as visioning and planning for the as-yet-unexplored future.
This is a “liminal moment.” The Oracle, Google, defines liminality as “the in-between moments, the
space between an inciting incident in a story and the protagonist's resolution. It is often a period of
discomfort, of waiting, and of transformation. Your characters' old habits, beliefs, and even personal
identity disintegrates.”

That sounds about right. A little daunting, yet supercharged with amazing possibilities.
I can hardly wait for August 1, my official start date, to be among you as we continue to “plan our work
and work our plan” to accomplish the five essential tasks of the Interim Period – and more. Good
things are afoot and I want to hear from each of you as you discern and plan to realize your unique
calling in the world, both individually and collectively.
Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable
Paula’s columns will be featured in blog format on our website at http://uutc.org/in-the-interim/
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SAVE THOSE TOILET
PAPER ROLLS!
Also those XL/XXL t-shirts.
And if you’ve got a chunk of
some long/thick rope, that would
be good, too.
Chalice Camp needs these odds
and ends—t-shirts will become
capes, rope will be used for tugof-war…
The toilet paper rolls, evidently,
are top secret.
Chalice Camp will meet from
9am-12pm August 10th through
the 13th.
The Chalice Camp Social Action
Project is the collection of
school supplies for The Sharing
House.
Please contact Heather if you
have something to contribute,
including your time.

PASTORAL CARE

Shared during Earle Rabb’s message last Sunday.
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Dick Tucker is our Pastoral Care
Minister for the month of July.
Should you need to speak with
him, the number to call is 5539410.

S O C IAL

ACTION

T EAM

NEWS

Social Action for July—Muddy Sneakers
The mission of Muddy Sneakers is to awaken in 5th grade students
a connection with nature. The children are guided into the forest to
learn about ecosystems, living organisms, weather and water
cycles. Muddy Sneakers inspires curiosity, stimulates learning, and
brings new life to classroom curiosity. A recent addition is a
summer day camp for 4th to 7th graders. General giving is
wonderful, but you also have the opportunity to sponsor a child. To
learn more, visit http://muddysneakers.org.

URGENT HELP REQUESTED!
Please contact Peg Hall (president@uutc.org) or the office if you can
serve on our Personnel Team. As you know, teams fall under Ministry,
but while we eagerly await Paula’s arrival, WE NEED TO HIRE a
replacement right away for nursery staff and need assistance during
that process. If you can help for this one Personnel Team task and
cannot serve on the team beyond that, that would work! Thank you!

ARE YOU A CLOSET GEEK?
Our A/V & Technology Team is looking for people willing to be sounding boards for ideas and
concepts to be used in meeting our mission at UUTC. A/V & Tech is also interested in teaching the
basics of our Audio/Visual systems to anyone who geeks out on that kind of stuff. If you have a closet
fascination with current computer-aided audio visual systems, we’d like to invite you to indulge your
thirst for new knowledge. Contact Mark or the office about getting plugged in to either role!
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NEXT WEEK IS SANDWICH SUNDAY!
Get to know members, friends and visitors at Sandwich Sunday on August 2nd after the 11:00
service. Bring a sandwich (and maybe one to share?) and a piece of fruit or chips. The Membership
Team will provide lemonade. We'll gather at the park across the street--so bring blankets, chairs and

maybe some frisbees or yard toys. Coffee
time is never long enough—come join us in
expanded social time! In the practice of
being green, bring your own napkins and
cups. In the event of rain, we'll set up in the
UUTC Social Hall. Contact Elizabeth
Thompson at etville@gmail.com or 384-0778

for more information.

ELECTRONIC GIVING
For anyone who has had trouble setting up their electronic
pledge through the UUTC/VANCO website, the fiscal year
issues have been fixed. You WILL need to renew your
giving instructions with
VANCO every fiscal year.
Electronic pledging is easy and
convenient. Pledges can be
automatically deducted from a
bank account, or even charged
to a credit card - support UUTC
and collect charge points at the
same time!
July 24th, 2015
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UU Womenspirit - October 14-18
The Mountain – Highlands, NC
UU Womenspirit is an all-women retreat with an emphasis on
celebrating the Divine Feminine.
Our retreats feature
workshops providing opportunities for spiritual growth and daily
worship services. Our theme for this fall’s event is Love
Matters. For more information, please visit our website at
www.uuwomenspirit.org.

BE PART OF THE PLAN:
UUTC RETREAT @ THE MOUNTAIN
Let’s face it: some of us aren’t comfortable
talking about spirituality. Some of us feel most
“in tune” with ourselves when we are involved in
service. To that end, this year’s Retreat at The
Mountain will provide opportunities for growth
and service and creativity and exploration and
recreation. Or at least, it will provide those
opportunities for those who choose to come!
Rev. Paula Gable arrives in A WEEK. And one of
her top priorities is for us to work together to
plan an outstanding event for the congregation
that is UUTC. The Mountain has already
provided a list of tasks to keep us occupied (for
those who choose to participate in this manner)
which includes trail maintenance, painting and
light carpentry, among other things. Invest an
hour or so in one of these tasks, then switch to

carving pumpkins, then tell or listen to ghost
stories around the campfire… our Retreat
Planning team will decide which opportunities to
present.
Interested in helping Paula and Bruce Kirkman
make this happen? Email the office—your name
will be given to the two of them so that you can
be invited to the first meeting of the team in
August. Better email your interest NOW—after
all, she is here in a week!
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the
brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the
extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

UUTC Mission Statement

Join Us!

Our mission is to create a community that

Discover what it means to have a personal

encourages free spiritual discovery and

faith which is anchored by diversity and

growth, celebrates personal and religious

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the

diversity, and promotes active, responsible

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County.

involvement in the larger community.

Contact information is below.

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events.
For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.
SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),
a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to
news@uutc.org.
SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date,
start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Pastoral Care Minister for the month of July is the Rev. Dick Tucker. Reach him at 553-9410.
Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone
number is 828-877-6121.
Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.
Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net. Our website is www.uutc.org.
Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.
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