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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF

TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

CULTIVATING AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE
by Rev. Dr. Paula Gable — Sunday, November 22nd
Saints & Scientists agree: Happiness has much more to do with counting blessings than having “the
perfect life.” Please bring a non-perishable food item to share with those in need, as we cultivate an
attitude of gratitude that will inevitably make us feel better.
Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m., and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.

WHY UUTC IS HOME
When I found UUTC in 2004, it was like finding
sweet water after years in the desert. Early on, I
rejected the rigid dogma with which I was raised
and the harsh judgment of those whose beliefs
were different than those of my church.
At UUTC I found all I had been seeking and more. I
relish the focus on “the here” instead of “the
hereafter” and find our 7 Principles to be the
essential foundation of living a good and moral life
and promoting real harmony in the world. Every
moment here I am stimulated and supported to
discover my own truths as I examine many sources
of wisdom from many cultures and times. Here I
am encouraged to use my mind, and I don’t have to
check my Reason at the door. All this in the
company of others who share these values and who
serve others with love and compassion to create a
better world. In short, I have found a loving
community and a spiritual home. —Jim Hardy

ONE USHER NEEDED AT 11:00
OUR CALENDARS — Below are events that
are not Team or Committee meetings. To
access the complete calendar of internal
events, please click HERE.

NEXT WEEK at UUTC
A Fearless Heart — Mon 11/23 @ 3:30pm

Mindfulness – Mon 11/23 @ 7:00pm
Morning Meditation — Tues 11/24 @ 7:00am
Men’s Group – Tue 11/24 @ 9:00am
Dream Group – Tue 11/24 @ 2:30pm
SMART Recovery – Tue 11/24 @ 6:00pm
Eclectics Jam – Wed 11/25 @ 9:00am
Being Group – Wed 11/25 @ 1:00pm
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Elementary CON at The Mountain! Eli & Reed Ibarguen (with
granddaddy chaperone James Spicer), Arawen Leasure, Ellie
Peterson, Vera Pandolfo and Patience Pandolfo (chaperoned
by Margaret Kimble) all had a great time!
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FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION

BUILDING USE DATA COLLECTION

November is a month with FIVE Sundays, so
we will be collecting food for Sharing House
at the end of the month. Baskets will be
available in the lobby for your donations on
November 22 and 29. A list of most-needed
items is available in the basket on the counter.

Building Use forms on every door ask for date
& time of occupation of the space, along with
the hours occupied and the number of people
in attendance for the meeting.

“It is easier to build strong children
than repair broken men.”

Your help in collecting this data is very
important. Please look to see that someone
is adding this information every time you
are in attendance at any meeting.
Thanks for your help!

—Frederick Douglass
SANTA’S WORKSHOP—ELVES & SUPPLIES NEEDED!
Crafty? Good with children? Holiday enthusiast?
Then I have the volunteer job for you! Saturday,
December 12, from 9:30am-12pm, CRE at UUTC is
presenting our first annual Santa's Workshop for
children 3 and older. Children will be invited to join us
in creating homemade gifts for loved ones of their
choice, complete with wrapping.

Some items we could use for our creations include:
Used frames (at least letter size) • old holiday cards for making new, recycled, personalized holiday
cards • colorful buttons or beads • wrapping paper or tissue paper that we can re-use • ribbon • glue
or glue sticks, even hot glue • pine cones • tree “cookies” (2” to 3” slices of tree branch, about 1/2”
thick • clothes pins
This event will also serve as a morning out for parents to do as they please child-free. I have a few
volunteers already signed-up, but I need more volunteers in order to make this a safe and fun
morning for our children. Please contact Heather at creuutc@gmail.com or 553-3810, to lend a hand.
Thanks!
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TREASURER’S REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION • END OF OCTOBER
Dear Friends and Members,
Fiscal YTD
Fiscal YTD
The information presented here
Oct-15
15
Oct-14
14
Income
provides a snapshot of our fiscal
$16,744.55
$53,926.15
$10,333.25
$39,849.36
Expenses
$23,954.14
$70,387.21
$12,410.63
$53,631.94
standing as of the end of October. NET
($7,209.59)
($16,461.06)
($2,077.38)
($13,782.58)
The large deficit in the monthly budget Unrestricted
Cash on
$88,293.06
is due to the way we budget Hand
repayment of the city of Brevard loan versus the way it is paid, i.e. monthly accrued budgeting of the
expense versus annual payment. When that is factored in, we are in a similar position as to last year at
this time.
I would take this opportunity to remind everyone that fulfilling pledge commitments through Vanco is
easy and convenient to
setup by debiting your bank
account or charging to a
credit card. You may set up
or change a pledge at this
link .
Respectfully,

Dave Roberts
treasurer@uutc.org

MEMBERS NEEDED — NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE & ADMINISTRATION
Isabel Lynch is the Chair of our Nominations Committee. This Committee is the only committee “of the
congregation,” as opposed to “of the Board.” The role of the Nominations Committee is to identify
leaders to serve on our Board—they submit the slate of candidates (due in April) which Members
vote on annually to guide and lead the Congregation. One more member is needed to serve on this
Committee. Members may not hold any other elected office in the Congregation. Call 877-4170.
The Board also needs a Member to serve on the Administration Committee. The Administration
Committee is a great place for “wordsmiths” to serve, as it guides the Board in the crafting of the
policies which govern our congregation. This Committee is “convened” by Peter Mockridge, who says
it is impossible to claim to be the Leader of this strong (and devoted) group. ☺ To assist with this
Committee, please email Peter Mockridge.
November 20th, 2015
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S O C IAL

ACTION

T EAM

NEWS

SOCIAL ACTION FOR NOVEMBER: UUSC
UUSC, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, is Social Action's outreach for November and is
the only agency UUTC sponsors that supports people outside Transylvania County. UUSC is a
leading voice for human rights and social justice in the United States and in 21 countries around the
world. Read more about the vital ministries of the UUSC by clicking the graphic below.
Individual or family contributions of $125 or more are eligible to be
matched dollar for dollar by the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock, in
Manhasset, N.Y.--doubling the impact of your gift. Social Action
Outreach campaigns are an opportunity to give, not an obligation.

WARM & FUZZY CHRISTMAS?

PACK THE PANTRY WORKER BEES

As always, early in December our UUTC Mitten
Tree will be set up in the lobby. For many
years, new or gently used hats, scarves,
mittens, and gloves have decorated our tree.
Warm socks are needed as well.

Many thanks to the
hardy souls who
helped Sharing
House
collect
10,000 pounds of
food and $7,000 last
Saturday. Our hardy souls included Leslie Keir,
Susan Bir, Maddie Cochran, Betty and Gary
Kendrick, Jean Rowe, Marilyn Miller, Nancy
Potter, Barbi Smith, Leila Graham, June
Litchfield, and especially Sue Null for stepping
in at the last minute.

A week before Christmas we take our
donations to Bread of Life, El Centro, and The
Haven. Let’s top last year’s total of well over
115 items and really warm up
our community! Questions?
Call Susan Bir at 884-9387.

UU CHURCH FIRE—MODEST RESTORATION FUNDS NEEDED
The Unitarian Fellowship of Huntington, WV suffered an electrical fire on Sept 5. While insurance will
cover most losses, they still need a bit more. For more information, or to make a donation, go HERE.
Of the $8000 required, over $6K has already been raised.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER 29TH — BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

DECEMBER 2ND FORUM

Both services, for all ages—
Bring your well-behaved
companions on leashes, in
baskets, crates, tanks or
whatever they call home, for a
special blessing in our sanctuary.

Ministry & the Board are hosting a
Congregational Forum the
evening of Dec. 2nd to discuss
Vision and Mission. Bring other
concerns related to our transition
and we’ll hear them, as well.

You might choose to bring a framed photo of your pet, as we
will have a special Time of Remembrance to mourn the loss
of “furry, feathered and scaled family members.” Mark your
pet’s calendar for this service!

Please mark your calendar for an
evening devoted to our Beloved
Community. Festivities begin at
5:30; Forum at 6:45.

Art Show—works by Peter B. Mockridge and R.K. Young—opens 11/20/2015. Artist’s Reception
11/27/15 from 5:00-8:00pm. Transylvania Community Arts Council, Caldwell Street, Brevard.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
HOLIDAY CHEER, DINNER & A PAGEANT!
Wednesday, December 16th, plan on attending an outstanding
event. Dinner will be provided by Ann Rabb and Vicki Held. The
evening will start with some holiday cheer at 5:00 and dinner at
5:30, followed by the performance at 7:00pm. In the tradition of
Wonderful Wednesday, there is no charge for the meal. Donations will be gratefully received.
You will need to sign up early—this is bound to be a popular event, and we will only be
able to seat 75. Check the front counter for the sign up sheet, and look for the separate sign
up to bring a dessert.
Following dinner, we will have our first performance of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.
The second performance will take place the following Sunday, December 20th, at 10:30am.
There will be only one service that morning.
November 20th, 2015
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CREATING A LAP OF LOVE — WOMEN KNIT FOR OTHERS
While this starts off sounding like a pet adoption headline, it is really a HUMAN service opportunity—
in the context of a women’s circle. The group’s first project is knitting or crocheting small blankets that
will be donated to Hospice. To get started, all you have to do is bring your “knitting for
others” (needles, yarn) and your loving kindness. Jeanie Bernard is facilitating this group. Please
consider participating even if you don’t knit or crochet but wish to learn. In addition to Jeanie, Isabel
Lynch will be on hand to get you started. (By all
accounts, she’s a whiz!) Also on the 20th, a
schedule of dates will be selected for December
and January.
The group meets at 10:30 until noon on Friday
mornings. The group operates in Covenant,
which you can read on the UUTC website.
At right, remedial knitting lessons….

CENTERPIECES FOR SENIORS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST, 10:30AM
Have some fun creating three centerpieces — two to keep, one to share
with our less mobile senior Members & Friends. Select from boxwood, fresh
flowers, candles, bows and other assorted decorations such as pine cones
or berries. Cost is $15—space is limited to 12. The workshop will take place in the foyer.

WOMEN’S GROUP • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD
All UU women and friends are invited to attend the monthly group meetings in the church Social Hall
on the first Thursday of the month. We each bring a bag lunch and gather at 12:00 PM to eat and
socialize. Discussion begins at 1:00 PM and ends at 2:00PM. The discussions vary as the group
decides on topics it wishes to explore. This next meeting will be Thursday, December 3 at
12:30PM. The discussion will center around a seemingly minor decision one might have made that
resulted in a major change in the course of one's life. Newcomers are especially welcome to join us.
For further information call JoAnn Crawford 828-877-5344.
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UUA NEWS

PHOTO DIRECTORIES

Don’t receive the Southern Region Newsletter?
Click the graphic to read the latest!

New photos were done on November 7th. If
you would like a printed issue of the updated
Members and Friends Photo Directory, please
sign up on the office counter, call 828-877-6121
or email admin@uutc.org. The cost is $5
payable upon delivery. Notice will be given
when the free PDF is available.

IT ALL LOOKS TAME ENOUGH…
Our second Game Night was a big success, with 21 souls on site and great hilarity abounding. This
time, selected games were Rummikub, Scrabble and Apples to Apples. Based on decibels, Apples to
Apples was the crowd favorite,
and we sure hope that one gets
brought back for the next Game
Night! Which, by the way, will be
on December 18th. Mark your
calendars!

November 20th, 2015
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OUT OF SORROW, ONE BUILDS JOY...
MountainCamp is the premier program of our wonderful Mountain Retreat and Learning Center near
Highlands. Even thought it is among the lowest-priced summer camps in the state, The Mountain
strives to have a scholarship fund to assist those who might otherwise not be able to attend. A
wonderful opportunity to help this cause has just occurred.
A long-time, generous member of The Mountain had planned to have 15 of her extended family and
friends to The Mountain Thanksgiving Weekend. Due to an unfortunate, serious accident to her
husband, that can not happen. Instead of asking for a refund, she has created a Matching Gift
Challenge benefiting the Camper Scholarship Program. We can all help children and youth attend this
great experience and have our dollars doubled. Simply send your check, noted for Camper
Scholarship Challenge, to The Mountain, P. O, Box 1299, Highlands, NC 28741.
For questions or more info, speak with Bruce Kirkman at UUTC or contact him at 828 507-1207.

AN OCCASIONAL PIANIST…
. . .Is needed to spell John Austin until Carlene completes recovery. If you can help,
please call Carol MacAllister at 828-551-0587. Thanks!

17th ANNUAL COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER • SACRED HEART —UPDATED
The 17th annual Community Christmas Dinner will be held at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church on Asheville Highway on December 25 from
noon until 4:00 p.m. (at no charge). 500-600 people attend each year,
and Sacred Heart is asking for your help with this event.
1. You can donate FOOD, which is cooked at your home or purchased
and brought to Sacred Heart on Christmas Day morning between 8:00
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Pans and covers for cooked food are provided and can be picked up at
UUTC Dec. 19-22.
2. Please sign up at the UUTC counter by December 9 if you can help with listed items or to
VOLUNTEER to serve for an hour or two on Christmas Day. Even three volunteers would be a
HUGE HELP.
3. You can donate MONEY for turkey, ham, or paper products. Checks should be made out to
Sacred Heart Catholic Church; in the memo, put Christmas Dinner.
For additional information, call Joan Lemire at 828-231-9259.
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders
and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian
Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth,

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,
responsible involvement in the larger community.

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED.
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Please save your BOX TOPS for Education and bring them to UUTC. Emily and Heather will split up
the collection and donate to our county schools.
Schools earn cash rewards for educational
programs. See this website for more
information:
http://www.boxtops4education.com
A collection box is on the left side of the front
counter. Thanks!

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events.
For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.
SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410.
Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.
The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard,
NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org. Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner
of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.
November 20th, 2015
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