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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
by Rev. Dr. Paula Gable — Sunday, November 29th 9:30am and 11:00am
Bring your well-behaved companion animal(s) on a leash or in a crate or tank, etc., for a special
blessing in our sanctuary. This service is a rescheduling of the original October 4th service that was
rained out. You may also bring a framed picture of your pet, and we will have a special Time of
Remembrance to mourn the loss of the “furry, feathered, and scaled family members” who have
passed away. Photos may also be brought for companions who are too large or too ornery to attend!
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THIS
THURSDAY & FRIDAY SO STAFF MAY
SPEND TIME WITH FAMILY.

OUR CALENDARS — Below are events that
are not Team or Committee meetings. Access
the complete calendar of events HERE.

NEXT WEEK at UUTC

WHY UUTC IS HOME
I felt welcomed the minute I stepped through
the doors of UUTC. My husband, my son and I
moved to Brevard a year ago not knowing a
single person and through this congregation I
have met many great people from all walks of
life. I have never been questioned or judged
based on my spiritual or religious views and
through all the thought-provoking services I
have found myself digging deeper into my
spirituality. These are just a few of the reasons
that UUTC is home to me.
—Meighan Browning

Mindfulness – Mon 11/30 @ 7:00pm
Morning Meditation — Tues 12/1 @ 7:00am
Men’s Group – Tue 12/1 @ 9:00am
Dream Group – Tue 12/1 @ 2:30pm

SMART Recovery – Tue 12/1 @ 6:00pm
Eclectics Jam – Wed 12/2 @ 9:00am
Being Group – Wed 12/2 @ 1:00pm
FORUM — Wed 12/2 @ 5:30/6:45pm
Morning Mediation—Thurs 12/3 @ 7:00am
Women’s Group —Thurs 12/3 @ 12:00pm
Drum Circle— Thurs 12/3 @ 7:00pm
Knitting Circle— Fri 12/4 @ 10:30
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SANTA’S WORKSHOP—ELVES & SUPPLIES NEEDED!
Crafty? Good with children? Holiday enthusiast?
Then I have the volunteer job for you! Saturday,
December 12, from 9:30am-12pm, CRE at UUTC is
presenting our first annual Santa's Workshop for
children 3 and older. Children will be invited to join us
in creating homemade gifts for loved ones of their
choice, complete with wrapping.

Some items we could use for our creations include:
Used frames (at least letter size) • old holiday cards for making new, recycled, personalized holiday
cards • colorful buttons or beads • wrapping paper or tissue paper that we can re-use • ribbon • glue
or glue sticks, even hot glue • pine cones • tree “cookies” (2” to 3” slices of tree branch, about 1/2”
thick) • clothes pins. Thanks!!

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER • SACRED HEART
The 17th annual Community Christmas Dinner will be held
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Asheville Highway on
December 25 from noon until 4:00 p.m. (at no charge). 500600 people attend each year, and Sacred Heart is asking for
your help with this event.
1. You can donate FOOD, which is cooked at your home
and brought to Sacred Heart on Christmas Day morning
between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Pans and covers are
provided and can be picked up Dec. 12-20 at the church.
2. The menu includes turkey, ham, dressing, sweet and mashed potatoes. Please sign up at the
UUTC counter by December 1 if you can help with these items or VOLUNTEER to serve on
Christmas Day.
3. You can donate MONEY for turkey, ham, or paper products. Checks should be made out to
Sacred Heart Catholic Church; in the memo, put Christmas Dinner.
For additional information, call Sandi Rogers at 883-2990.
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING DONATIONS

BUILDING USE DATA COLLECTION

UUTC will be collecting items for Sharing
House’s Christmas Blessing. This event is in
place of the “adopt a family” program, and
families will have the opportunity to choose the
items most needed. Items donated should be
for children from birth to age 18. Baskets will be
in the lobby for your donations from December
6th-20th.

Building Use forms on every door ask for date
& time of occupation of the space, along with
the hours occupied and the number of people
in attendance for the meeting.
Your help in collecting this data is very
important. Please look to see that someone
is adding this information every time you
are in attendance at any meeting.
Thanks for your help!

WOMEN’S GROUP • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD
All UU women and friends are invited to attend the monthly group meetings in the church Social Hall
on the first Thursday of the month. We each bring a bag lunch and gather at 12:00 PM to eat and
socialize. Discussion begins at 1:00 PM and ends at 2:00PM. The discussions vary as the group
decides on topics it wishes to explore. This next meeting will be Thursday, December 3 at
12:30PM. The discussion will center around a seemingly minor decision one might have made that
resulted in a major change in the course of one's life. Newcomers are especially welcome to join us.
For further information call JoAnn Crawford 828-877-5344.

SOUPER SUNDAY! (FORMERLY KNOWN AS “SANDWICH” SUNDAY)
Next week is SOUPer Sunday! Given the colder
temperatures, we’ll provide some SOUP to get
things moving! Connect with Members, friends
and visitors after the 11:00 service. Bring bread,
fruit, veggies, chips, dip or other finger foods to
share. Donations appreciated to offset the cost. In
the practice of being green, bring your own
napkins and cups. Meets in the UUTC Social Hall.
Please sign up at the front counter!
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MONDAY MINDFULNESS CANCELLATION • MONDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
Monday’s Mindfulness group that meets at 7:00pm each Monday is taking a day off on the 7th of
December. If you attend this group, please mark your calendar—a different group will be using the
space that particular day.

CHILD DEDICATION
Last Sunday, Lauren & Matthew Agrella-Sevilla Dedicated
Asa and Elias. Both children were presented with
thornless roses as a part of the ceremony. Paula led the
ceremony, but Lauren, Matthew and the Congregation all
took part in a portion of the readings. Lots of folks needed
handkerchiefs, but what a joy! Many other young families
approached Paula after the service about ceremonies for
their own children. Something for us all to look forward to!

KEEPING UP WITH THE ZEIGLERS
A hello to all our UUTC friends - we miss you! Mike is volunteering at the
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania in nearby Strasburg, and pursuing many other
interests.
Sue has been busy with water aerobics, water volleyball, and Pickleball. She is in
a book club and is looking forward to having a garden next year.
We are attending the 113 year old Lancaster UU. Lancaster has a rich cultural
history with a growing arts and culinary scene - a nascent Asheville of sorts. We
go into Philadelphia on a high speed train to enjoy the museums and the “urban
scene.” It is energizing to have easy access to a truly cosmopolitan city. We live
in a very settled semi-rural area and look out over fields
farmed for 250 years. There are many rail trails in the area
and we’ve been exploring them with a fun cycling group in
Willow Valley.
Most of all we are enjoying being near family and friends.
We’ve had many visitors as we are on the path going both
north and south. Come visit us in the heart of the PA
German/Amish country and the early history of our country!
November 27th, 2015
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S O C IAL

ACTION

T EAM

NEWS

SOCIAL ACTION FOR NOVEMBER: UUSC FINAL WEEK
UUSC, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, is Social Action's outreach for November and is
the only agency UUTC sponsors that supports people outside Transylvania County. UUSC is a
leading voice for human rights and social justice in the United States and in 21 countries around the
world. Read more about the vital ministries of the UUSC by clicking the graphic below.
Individual or family contributions of $125 or more are eligible to
be matched dollar for dollar by the UU Congregation at Shelter
Rock, in Manhasset, N.Y.--doubling the impact of your gift. Social
Action Outreach campaigns are an opportunity to give, not an
obligation.

WARM & FUZZY CHRISTMAS?
As always, early in December our UUTC Mitten
Tree will be set up in the lobby. For many
years, new or gently used hats, scarves,
mittens, and gloves have decorated our tree.
Warm socks are needed as well.
A week before Christmas we take our
donations to Bread of Life, El Centro, and The
Haven. Let’s top last year’s total of well over
115 items and really warm up
our community! Questions?

FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION
November is a month with FIVE Sundays, so
we will be collecting food for Sharing House
at the end of the month. Baskets will be
available in the lobby for your donations on
November 22 and 29. A list of most-needed
items is available in the basket on the counter.
Many of you brought goods last Sunday for the
“reverse communion,” but if you missed your
chance last Sunday, you can catch this one!

Call Susan Bir at 884-9387.

UU CHURCH FIRE—MODEST RESTORATION FUNDS: GOAL REACHED!
The Unitarian Fellowship of Huntington, WV suffered an electrical fire on Sept 5. Their requested
funds have been raised! To see the final tally, go HERE.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE! DECEMBER 2ND FORUM
Ministry & the Board are hosting a Congregational Forum the evening of December 2nd as a way of
receiving more feedback related to Mission, Vision and Planning prior to an actual retreat with one of
our UUA guides.
At 5:30, the Thursday Morning Mediation Group
will provide an Italian dinner. This time will be
followed by the Forum at 6:45pm. If you wish to
skip dinner and just come to the Forum, that
works, too! A sign-up sheet is at the front
counter—sign or call in to the office and we will
do that for you!

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
HOLIDAY CHEER, DINNER & A PAGEANT!
TAKE NOTE OF UPDATES: Wednesday, December 16th,
plan on attending an event hosted by Ann Rabb and Vicki
Held—dinner and some theater! The evening will start with
some holiday cheer at 5:00 and dinner at 5:30, followed by
the performance at 7:00pm.

Registration is full, with some names already on the waiting list. If you find that you will
be unable to attend, please notify RK so she can give your spot to someone else. Check
the front counter for the sign up sheet, and look for the separate sign up to bring a dessert.
Following dinner, we will have our first performance of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.
The second performance will take place the following Sunday, December 20th, at 10:30am.
There will be only one service that morning.
Mark your calendars to attend one of these two fine performances!
November 27th, 2015
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SURPRISE CONCERT! RYAN WHITEHEAD TRIO • THIS SATURDAY, NOV. 28TH
Ryan Whitehead will be our guest artist on Sunday,
backed up by The Eclectics. Let’s give him a friendly warm
up the day before!
Ryan, Jake O’Connor and Jason DeCristofaro will
serenade us from 5:00-7:30pm. This is a free concert—
grab a friend and come on over for some lively tunes! For
a sample of his musicianship, check our Calendar.

CENTERPIECES FOR SENIORS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST, 10:30AM LAST WEEK TO SIGN UP!
Have some fun creating three centerpieces — two to keep, one to share with
our less mobile senior Members & Friends. Select from boxwood, fresh flowers,
candles, bows and other assorted decorations such as pine cones or berries. Cost is $15—space is
limited to 12. The workshop will take place in the foyer.

WOMEN KNIT FOR OTHERS • BACK IN ACTION DECEMBER 4TH
A human service opportunity—in the context of a Women’s Circle. The group’s first project is knitting
or crocheting small blankets that will be donated to Hospice. To get started, all you have to do is bring
your needles and yarn and a heart for the work. Jeanie Bernard is facilitating this group. Please
consider participating even if you don’t knit or crochet but wish to learn. In addition to Jeanie, Isabel
Lynch can be on hand to get you started. Please call the office so that Isabel’s attendance can be
arranged, as she is not driving, yet.
The group meets at 10:30 until noon on Friday
mornings. It will NOT meet THIS Friday, as the
office is closed for the holiday. The group
operates in Covenant, which you can read on the
UUTC website.
At right, remedial knitting lessons for Paula. Not
one of her “core competencies,” as she puts it!
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“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders
and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet intimate, communities of Unitarian
Universalism."
Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth,

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,
responsible involvement in the larger community.

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED.
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Please save your BOX TOPS for Education and bring them to UUTC. Emily and Heather will split up
the collection and donate to our county schools.
Schools earn cash rewards for educational
programs. See this website for more
information:
http://www.boxtops4education.com
A collection box is on the left side of the front
counter. Thanks!

K E E P U P W I T H W H AT ’ S H A P P E N I N G ! ! !
VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events.
For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.
SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.

C O N TA C T U S
Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410.
Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.
The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard,
NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org. Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner
of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.
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