The Trinity Trumpet

Trinity Episcopal
Church
The Trinity Trumpet

DECEMBER 2016

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS - DECEMBER 2016

Inside this issue:

THE PROMISE - GOD WITH US
Immanuel, which means “God with us”, comes to each of us as a promise
this Advent season. The Holy Scriptures are full of promises from God to
God’s people, beginning with the creation stories, moving to God’s covenant with Abraham and Sarah, to the promise to Ahaz: “Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a
son, and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom” (Isaiah 9:6-7).
Centuries after the prophet Isaiah spoke of the sign that was given, the
apostle Paul reflected: “For in Christ every one of God’s promises is a
‘Yes’” (II Cor. 1:20). As we begin the Advent journey, we once again have
the opportunity to experience anew the fulfillment of God’s promise. God
is with us!
The fulfillment of God’s promises requires our response. God’s promises
and gracious gifts call us to respond with lives of love and discipleship. Do
you remember the encounter that took place when the angel Gabriel visited Mary with the announcement from God? Gabriel promised this young
unmarried woman that she would bear a son. Imagine Mary’s consternation at this news which was to turn her world upside down. She might
well have been expected to respond by saying that this could not be so, to
deny this was happening to her, to find ways to avoid this fate, to flat out
say “no, thank you” to God’s plan – the call for her to serve God by becoming the mother of God’s Son. Rather, she responded in faith to God’s
promise and placed her life in God’s care and keeping.
Do we recognize the promises of God in our lives? Do our souls “magnify
the Lord” when it seems that life is about to be turned
upside down? Can we see the mysterious hand of God
in the explainable and unexplainable events of life?
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As I look back over my life, I am constantly amazed at the way in which changes, sometimes heartbreaking and unbidden, have led me to growth and opportunities I would not otherwise have
known. I did not welcome some of those changes and often gave in to self-pity and complaint. But,
in retrospect, I can see that God was for me, not against me. During the times of instability, upheaval, and chaos, the times when I had to bear grief and personal failure, God was always present.
I was able to experience the Advent promise – GOD WITH US!
This is the faith of Advent – a faith which proclaims that God is our constant companion through
all of life – no matter what circumstances it brings to us. May God bless you in this season with a
special awareness of the presence of Christ. Wherever you find yourself on this year’s Advent journey - in the midst of joy or sorrow, hope or dismay, faith or fear, steadily focused or needing guidance and direction - Christ will be with you! May the presence of the promised Holy One bring you
comfort, peace, and joy!
Abundant grace and rich blessings of the season be yours – Carenda+
PONDERINGS - DEACON PETE - DECEMBER 2016
Greetings everyone,
Just like everyone else, I’ve been scrambling around between work, church, and preparing for the
upcoming holidays. Because of that you’ll find me short on words, but not short on wishing everyone a very peaceful Advent as we head toward the Christmas Season.
In the upcoming weeks may you find the space you need to collect your thoughts and prayers
toward whatever wish you have for our community, our church, this nation and our world. It is in
finding Christ within ourselves and within every other being in creation that we come to the real
Peace of life. I pray we use this time of Advent to clear our hearts and minds enough to allow that
Peace to fill us up.
I look forward to our continued work in spreading the Good News, the wonderful words of the Son
of Man, whose birth we will celebrate shortly. God bless us, everyone!
Peace and All Good,
Deacon Pete
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN - DECEMBER 2016
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
This is the time of year that we stop and give thanks for our many, many blessings. My thanksgivings
this year are tinged with a bit of sadness. Recently two people passed – people I admire and consider
my mentors although I never met either of them.
Gwen I feel died much too soon at 61 of endometrial cancer. She was a political reporter and long
time host of the PBS News hour. Her grace and goodness shined through her wonderful smile. She
spent 2 childhood years here in Chambersburg when her father served as minister of our neighbor, St.
James AME Church.
Gwen returned to Chambersburg to give the 2006 commencement speech at Wilson College. Her advice for a life well lived:
1.) Know you are called to a mission
2.) Know you have limitless choices
3.) Resolve to fix one flawed relationship
4.) Resolve to cross a barrier
5.) Change the world, using the above
Leonard Cohen, a songwriter I have admired for many years recently died at the age of 82. My husband and I were so taken by his work we named our first child Suzanne after his song, “Suzanne”.
Parker Palmer, Quaker elder and educator, wrote an article in On Being entitled “Leonard Cohen:
Champion of Our Cracked Imperfections”. The famous chorus of Leonard Cohen’s “Anthem” is:
Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That's how the light gets in.
Parker goes on to say, "Whatever you're concerned about right now, don't go looking for the very best
thing to do, then give up when you can't find it. Offer the world whatever gifts you possess — no matter
how imperfect — gifts that might move us a little bit closer to love, truth, and justice. That's how the
light gets in, through our cracked imperfections." In other words, don’t wait until what you can contribute to your family, Trinity, our community or the world is perfect. Offer what you have now.
May you find energy and peace and love this Advent season.
In faith,
Cheryl Stearn, Sr. Warden
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English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are still ongoing at Trinity Episcopal.
An intermediate class is held Thursdays at 9:30 am in the Commons room. For
more information on the classes or if you would like information on becoming an
ESL or literacy tutor call Barbara Williams at 717-504-4459 ext., 1.

THE NUTS ARE HERE- THE EDIBLE VARIETY!
We have for sale Deluxe mix, cashews, pistachios, pecan halves, pecan pieces, black
walnut pieces, sweet & salty trail mix, almond cranberry granola, and heart healthy
mix. They are all in 1 lb. bags. Great for baking, gifts or just eating! They are available at Ludwigs Jewelers or after church on Sundays. Any questions or orders call
Ann Wagner- work - 264-7693.

TRINITY CARE TEAM
The vestry feels that we need to reach out more to our parishioners that might have needs and provide
them with help and friendship. Some of these things might be transportation to church or elsewhere,
meals, visits, delivery of the altar flowers, calls and lay Eucharistic visits. To supervise this we would like
to have a core committee of about 6 people plus M. Carenda and D. Pete. The committee would meet
once a month after church to review things. If you would like to be on the committee please let Ann
Wagner or M. Carenda know ( c- 491-2137 or w- 264-7693) . We will also be soliciting: Callers - people
to call one or two people every other week to check on them; transport; persons willing to make meals;
people willing to make visits and to deliver flowers. We need to help the members of our flock.

LARC
Thursday, Dec. 1st at 6:00 pm in the Corpus Christi Activities Center, North
Second St. Dinner of lasagna, salad, bread and desert is free (good will offering
taken) No RSVP needed.
We will present our collection of unwrapped sports and stuffed animals at the
dinner. Bring your donation for sports ball or stuffed animal for the children
of Franklin County Jail inmates to the dinner or to Trinity Episcopal church by
Sunday Nov 27th.
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TRINITY TOLLERS
The Trinity Tollers hope to see many of you on Sunday, December 11th at 7:00 at
St. John’s Church for a four-choir bellfest. We will be ringing in the season with
familiar songs and carols celebrating Advent and Christmas. Each choir will
present a “solo” carol, and the massed choirs will ring the other seven arrangements. Trinity’s solo will be “Still, Still, Still” and will feature Darian Scatton,
Janet Berry’s son, on the harp. Other choirs participating will be St. John’s
United Church of Christ, Falling Spring Presbyterian, and First Lutheran.
Admission is free, but a free-will offering will be collected.
For those of you who can’t attend the concert, four of the carols will be repeated on Sunday the 18th at
Trinity’s service of Lessons and Carols, but not the beautiful arrangement of “Still, Still, Still.” Consider
attending both in celebration of the joys of the season and in support of our bell choir.

Please add both December 11th and December 18th to your calendars.
Sandy Powers, Director

GREENING OF THE CHURCH
The Greening of the Church (decorating for the Christmas season) will be on December 22nd at
9:30am until completed. Everyone is invited.

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL
Good news.....Bad news
Bad news. Not enough people signed up for the pilgrimage leaving in February 2017 so
that trip has been cancelled. Good news. A pilgrimage to Israel is now being planned
for the second week in November 2017 at similar pricing. Stay tuned.

The Chambersburg Area Toastmasters Club will be meeting in our Parish Hall on
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. Guests are welcome. If you are interested in improving
your leadership ability, speaking skills or you are a life long learner, you might find
Toastmasters a valuable group.

TheTrinity
Trinity Trumpet
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We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday:
Sarah Hildebrand (12/06)
Todd Cornell (12/06)
Gwen Brooks (12/08)
Tara Stewart (12/08)
Wallace Koster (12/10)
Sharon Holoviak (12/13)

Lois Helfrich (12/17)
James Clayton Angle (12/17)
Harry Sollenberger (12/25)
Eva Torres-Snider (12/27)
Jared Leister (12/31)

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Can’t stand the heat in the kitchen? Buy your turn out of
kitchen duty by donating food and/or money to help keep
Trinity’s community breakfast going every Thursday. Keep the
loaves and fishes multiplying! We are serving an average of 20
people. We need your help. If you would like to donate food
items we need peanut butter, jelly, sliced cheese, coffee, tea bags,
juice boxes, granola bars, bread, eggs, cups of apple sauce or
pudding, napkins and cold cups. If you don’t mind the “heat”
we can use help in the kitchen from 7:00 am to 8:00 am or 8:00
am to 9:00 am. Even one Thursday a month would be a great
help. Contact June Baransky to sign up. Her phone is 717-7090274 and email is junebaransky@yahoo.com.

How do you like to wait? On the 4 Wednesdays in Advent (Nov. 30,
Dec. 7, 14, 21) join us in the Parish Hall from 1:00-1:45pm for
“Advent Bag and a Book”. Bring your bag lunch and help us reflect
on the Advent devotional book. What Are You Waiting For?” We’ll
consider what, why, how, where, and with whom we are waiting this
Advent. Books are available on the table in the rear of the church.
Suggested donation is $4. Please make use of this Advent devotional
whether or not you are able to be with us on Wednesdays.

Newsletter articles and items for the January Issue are due before December 24th to the church email address
(admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office. Thank you for the good news!
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2016
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

DECEMBER 4, 2016

DECEMBER 11, 2016

Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Judith Schwenk
Bob Pyatt
Mary Alleman
Anne Gale
Cheryl Stearn

Ann Loomis/Janet Berry
Paula Frey
Ruth Alpaugh
Wade Kinnard
Cheryl Stearn
Ann Loomis

Ann Wagner/June Baransky
Ann Wagner/June Baransky
Justin Holoviak
DECEMBER 18, 2016
Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Lessons & Carols
Mary Alleman
Paula Frey
N/A
Rick Cooper
Eileen Bushman/June Baransky
Eileen Bushman/June Baransky
Justin Holoviak

Eileen Bushman/June Baransky
Eileen Bushman/June Baransky
Justin Holoviak
DECEMBER 24, 2016
Ann Loomis/Anne Gale/Pyatts
Anne Gale
Justin Holoviak
Stephen Holoviak
Bill Wenerd
Rick Cooper
Carol Wenerd/Ann Wagner
Carol Wenerd/Ann Wagner
Justin Holoviak

DECEMBER 25, 2016
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

Ann Loomis/Anne Gale/Pyatts
Anne Gale
Bob Pyatt
Wade Kinnard
Anne Gale
Rick Cooper
TBA
TBA
Justin Holoviak

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format!
Email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net
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December 2016
Sun

Mon

Tu Wed

Thu

Fri Sat

1FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00am

2

3

9

10

ESL Classes—9:30am (C.R)
Quilting (P. Hall) —9:30-1:00pm
Girl Scout Meetings
(P.H.) 4:30-6:00pm
4
5
6
Holy Eucharist with Bell Choir
Healing Prayer
(P. Hall)—5:30 pm
9:30am
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)—7:00-9:00pm
2nd
Advent
11
Holy Eucharist
9:30am

3rd
Advent
18
Lessons & Carols
9:30am
4th
Advent

25
Holy Eucharist
9:30am

12
Bell Choir
(P. Hall)—5:30 pm
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)—7:00-9:00pm

7
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
12:00 Noon
(Church)

8FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00am
ESL Classes—9:30am (C.R.)
Quilting (P. Hall) —9:30-1:00pm

Advent Bag & a Girl Scout Meetings
Book —1:00pm (P.H.) 4:30-6:00pm

13 14
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
12:00 Noon
(Church)

15FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00am

16 17

ESL Classes—9:30am (C.R.)
Quilting (P. Hall) —9:30-1:00pm

Advent Bag & a Girl Scout Meetings
Book —1:00pm (P.H.) 4:30-6:00pm
19
Bell Choir
(P. Hall)—5:30 pm
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)—7:00-9:00pm

20 21
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
12:00 Noon
(Church)

22FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00am
ESL Classes—9:30am (C.R.)

23 24
Christmas Eve
Service
7:00pm

Quilting (P. Hall) —9:30-1:00pm

Advent Bag & a Girl Scout Meetings
Book —1:00pm (P.H.) 4:30-6:00pm
26
Bell Choir
(P. Hall)—5:30 pm
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)—7:00-9:00pm

27 28
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
12:00 Noon
(Church)

29FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00am
ESL Classes—9:30am (C.R.)
Quilting (P. Hall) —9:30-1:00pm

Advent Bag & a Girl Scout Meetings
Book —1:00pm (P.H.) 4:30-6:00pm

30 31
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS
LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links below)
To visit Trinity’s website, http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/
To pray Morning Prayer, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for December in advance:
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html
http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html
http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html
Read Bishop Scanlan’s weekly Friday blog
http://compasspointsmappingtheway.blogspot.com/
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website:
http://www.diocesecpa.org/

For a downloadable and printable Advent calendar with a short Scripture reading and focus for each day
of Advent see:
https://thomasmousin.wordpress.com/2016/11/01/the-2016-advent-calendar-is-here/
For a quick reminder about the season watch "Advent in 2 minutes"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA
Watch this video by St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Cypress, TX to help intentionally enter into the spirit
of Advent preparation
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscypress/videos/1170228719659331/

PARISH LIFE Cookie Sunday, Dec. 11th. Bring your favorite cookies to share with the congregation
and with our shut-ins. We'll be making plates of cookies to take those who can't make it
to church. If you'd like to help deliver please give Ann Wagner a call.
Ann

The Trinity Trumpet
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ChambersBellFest

December 11, 2016
7 pm
St. John’s United Church
of Christ

