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Inside this issue:

A SPIRITUAL CHECK-UP FOR THE NEW YEAR
Where did 2016 go? It hardly seems possible that it is time to turn the page and look
toward 2017 and the year before us. Perhaps you will be one of those who makes a
The Rector’s Reflections
New Year’s resolution to take a step toward some positive change in your life. The end
of one year and the beginning of a new year is a good time to engage in our own process of doing a spiritual “check up”. One way to do this is to look for evidence of the Deacon’s Ponderings
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. Here are a few questions to help you
begin assessing the current status of your life in the Spirit of Christ.
Sr. Warden’s Report

1
2
3

LOVE – How do you show love in your thoughts, words, and actions, aiming to give it
Jr. Warden’s Report
freely with no strings attached?

4

JOY – How is the intentional practice of gratitude helping you to experience joy in the
Announcements
midst of whatever circumstances you currently may be facing?

5-6

PEACE – How is the time you spend with God helping you to release your worries and Ministry Schedule
fears? Does releasing your cares and concerns to God deepen your trust in God?
JANUARY 2017

7

PATIENCE – How able are you to dwell in the present moment, to look for God in
the here and now?

Calendar
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8

KINDNESS – How conscious are you on a daily basis that your intentions, words, and Resource Links/
actions matter?
Announcements

9

GENEROSITY – How able are you to identify abundance and blessing in your life?
How does that compare to the time you spend focusing on what seems to be lacking?
FAITHFULNESS – What spiritual practices most help you to continue growing in
grace, in knowledge and love of God and neighbor? How regularly are you practicing
them?
GENTLENESS – How able are you to recognize the common humanity we share?
How readily are you moved to compassionate, caring, and respectful action?
SELF-CONTROL – How able are you to stop and think before you respond to another
person or situation? How can you recognize the difference between emotionally reacting and choosing to offer an intentional response?
I am convinced that deepening our life in God helps to build our spiritual muscles, our
resilience in facing life’s challenges, and our ability to respond to others with compassion and justice. Asking God for help to develop more robust evidence in just one of
these nine fruits in each of our lives will significantly strengthen our vitality, ministry,
and joy in serving Christ.
Heartfelt prayers are with you for an ever deep and rich adventure in loving God and
neighbor in 2017 –
Carenda+
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PONDERINGS - DEACON PETE - JANUARY 2017
Greetings Everyone,
I’ve been thrilled by the appearance of a pair of Red Breasted Nuthatches at my feeders this winter.
This is a bird that hasn’t shown up in my yard at all in previous years. It is a new one for me that
has now been checked off on my life-time bird identification chart. In our house when a bird I’ve
never seen before appears it’s a cause for celebration. I’m not talking about creating a festival to
mark the sighting, but a joyful spirit fills the air and pictures are posted on my webpages.
In many instances where new birds are seen and never return, even migratory ones passing
through, I question why they didn’t return. And as the new Nuthatches seem to have taken up residence when they haven’t in the past, this also causes me to wonder why. Could it be for the food,
water, or cover? Or perhaps the lack thereof that causes them to leave? Maybe something as simple
as someone else feeding nearby has better seed than I do. Whatever the case, I’m sure it comes
down to whether or not their basic needs are being met that determines if they’ll stick around or
find a more suitable home.
While humans are not birds or another animal species, we also have needs and they need to be
met. If we are in a place that isn’t suitable for us to thrive we pick up our belongings and head out
in search of a better home. Not surprisingly enough, this also applies to our spiritual needs as well
as physical ones. If we are not being nourished spiritually in one place, or the church ‘nesting’
community isn’t favorable for us, we seek out what will feed our souls. One big question would be
then, should we take it personally if visitors and newcomers don’t return after one or two visits?
How much of what we provide for them meets their needs and encourages them to put down roots
and join our church home?
If we knew the answers to these questions we would readily be in a position to make the necessary
changes to have people stay. Our church would be overflowing if this were the case. But either we
don’t get feedback or are unable to accommodate others for various legitimate reasons. We are
hard at work in making Trinity more accommodating in many ways. From aesthetics of the
grounds and buildings to carrying out the gospel message of taking care of those in need, we continue to grow in all aspects of church life. I have faith that as we continue to put the words of the
gospel into action we will attract members in search of the same.
As we head into this new year after celebrating the Incarnation of our Lord, I pray for new
possibilities of loving God and serving others. May this Light that has been rekindled grow within
us and be the guide for those who seek that Light in many ways. We never know when a visitor
will come by and decide to take up residence because we provide just what they need. May you
have a very Blessed New Year!
Peace and All Good,
Deacon Pete
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN - JANUARY 2017
This will be my last Senior Warden’s Report. I have so many people to thank for their help and guidance over the last three years. Thank you for picking up and doing many, many needed jobs and
projects. There are far too many to name you all. Please know that I am very grateful.
I am especially grateful to our Junior Warden, Justin, who managed and improved Trinity’s aging
buildings. I am especially appreciative of his advice and support over these past three years. I am
grateful to those who came in and fixed things as they broke and who worked on the property so
diligently.
I am a grateful to our treasurer, Steve, who has managed to keep Trinity’s finances afloat and keep our
ties to the Diocese strong and beneficial. I am grateful to Rick and Carol Cooper who organized a successful 2017 pledge drive. I am grateful to this parish and your generosity to fulfill Jesus’ Great
Commandment – loving God with worship and praise and loving our neighbors by providing food
and clothing.
I am grateful for our vestry. They approved many community projects that are now making a difference in the lives of many. They worked very hard to keep an Episcopal worship presence here in
Chambersburg. I appreciate their patience and support as we worked through some chaotic times.
I am thankful that we are part of a supportive denomination. The help from the Episcopal Diocese of
Central Pennsylvania was crucial both in providing wonderful counselors to guide us as a vestry and
transition team and providing financial support to see us through some difficult financial years.
I am grateful to Peggy Phister for her patience with me, for her organizational abilities and for her
dedication to Trinity.
I am thankful that Deacon Pete came to be part of Trinity’s family. He was the glue that kept our
worship services continuing pretty seamlessly in the period between the departure of our Interim
Rector and the calling of our new Rector, the Rev. Carenda Baker.
I am very grateful to our transition team led by Judith Schwenk and Mary Alleman. This team worked
very well together to quickly bring us our new Rector.
I am most grateful to our Rector, the Carenda Baker to have decided to come to Trinity. I have grown
in faith and in the love of God thanks to her. She is my mentor and a gift from God.
May 2017 be a year of grace and love for you and your dear ones.
Your (almost former) Senior Warden, Cheryl Stearn
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FROM THE JUNIOR WARDEN - JANUARY 2017
Greetings to all in the new year! Thank you for your support of Trinity and especially myself. It has
been a lot of work on the part of parishioners and contractors updating this older property as things
break and need repair. I will be ending my time as Junior Warden on 1-22-2016.
There are a lot of people that are due thanks and I hope I do not miss anybody: Our generous sextons
(Lori and Fred Leister) who keep things clean and crisp behind the scenes, the Alleman family, everyone on the vestry (and Ruth Alpaugh for counting money with me for many weeks), June Baransky has
been so helpful with property upkeep and labor, Emmie White has been the face of the front of the
church, keeping poison ivy away and caring for the lovely plants we so enjoy in season, the Cooper
family for all their generous help and that suave looking refrigerator, the Dalby family, Merle Dentler
does countless projects around the property all the time and Eric Renaud is frequently there helping as
a team, members of my family (Sharon, Brooke, and Steve) for all the help and support they offer, the
Stearn family has made my life easier by accomplishing projects they have talent for. Last but not least
I want to thank Elaine Bushman and her late husband Rick for all the help they offered. When things
were blowing up of an electrical nature Rick was there ripping out wires and doing things on high
ladders that was way above my understanding. Again I could easily include the entire parish for a general thank you but this was mainly for people over the last couple years that have been helping with
“property stuff.”
A special thank you goes out on behalf of the entire parish community to the Gabler family. There
was no way the amount of quality work would have been accomplished without their incredible gift.
The Parish Hall looks incredible and as work continues in the church herself it is as she has a “facelift.”
Bless you all.
Justin Holoviak
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are still ongoing at Trinity Episcopal. An

intermediate class is held Thursdays at 9:30 am in the Commons room. For more information
on the classes or if you would like information on becoming an ESL or literacy tutor call Barbara
Williams at 717-504-4459 ext., 1.

TRINITY CARE TEAM
The vestry believes that we need to reach out more to our parishioners that might have needs and provide them with
help and friendship. Some of these things might be transportation to church or elsewhere, meals, visits, delivery of the
altar flowers, calls and lay Eucharistic visits. To supervise this we would like to have a core committee of about 6 people
plus M. Carenda and D. Pete. The committee would meet once a month after church to review things. If you would
like to be on the committee please let Ann Wagner or M. Carenda know ( c- 491-2137 or w- 264-7693) . We will also be
soliciting: Callers - people to call one or two people every other week to check on them; transport; persons willing to
make meals; people willing to make visits and to deliver flowers. We need to help the members of our flock.
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The Chambersburg Area Toastmasters Club will be meeting in our Parish Hall on
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. Guests are welcome. If you are interested in improving
your leadership ability, speaking skills or you are a life long learner, you might find
Toastmasters a valuable group.

ICEFEST PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
We're into January and that means pancakes! Our annual Pancake Breakfast will be January 28th from
8:00 to 11:00am. This has been a major fundraiser for us for years. We will have sign up sheets in
church for donations of orange juice, apple juice, coffee, syrup, low sugar syrup, margarine, butter, milk,
eggs, and money for sausages. We decided to do sausage instead of bacon this year since it's a little less
messy. There will also be a sign-up sheet for volunteers for Friday am and then shifts for Saturday. The
prices this year are $6.00 for adults and $2.00 for children under 10.
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Here is some good news to begin the new year: the Vestry recently announced that the pledge goal set
for the annual Stewardship Campaign has been met. Not only will the Vestry have firm figures to deal
with as they work with the budget, but our church will be able to continue the good works that we have
been hearing so much about during the course of our campaign “Flourish in Faith.”
Heartfelt appreciation goes out to all who submitted pledges for 2017. Without your commitment, our
Vestry would work on a month-to-month basis rather than being able to plan for the future. In addition, gratitude is also extended to Ann Dortch, Carolyn Baker, Renee Holoviak, and Stephen Holoviak
for sharing their stories of how their lives have flourished through faith. Through their words, not only
did we receive inspiration, but we also learned a little bit more about what happens here at Trinity when
the Sunday service is over. Finally, we want to thank Emmie White for her work contacting parishioners
about the Stewardship campaign. Without Emmie’s efforts, we surely would not have made our goal.
A HEARTFELT THANK YOU to three vestry members who will conclude their 3-year term responsibilities in January: Cheryl Stearn, who has been a steady and stellar senior warden; Justin Holoviak, who
has managed the mammoth job of coordinating care of all our properties; and Ray Dalby, who has been
the vestry representative for the music ministry team. Trinity has been blessed by their many gifts of
leadership, wisdom, commitment, and dedication. Please join me in offering appreciation for their very
capable and willing service to Trinity.
Newsletter articles and items for the February Issue are due before January 24th to the church email address
(admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office. Thank you for the good news!
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We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday:
Goldie Farris (01/05)
Lee Sites (01/08)
Mary Alleman (01/14)
Bill Wenerd (01/14)
Michael Snyder (01/16)

Marie Somers (01/19)
Alison Beattie (01/27)
Ruth Alpaugh (01/30)
Cathi Pyatt (01/30)

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Can’t stand the heat in the kitchen? Buy your turn out
of kitchen duty by donating food and/or money to help
keep Trinity’s community breakfast going every Thursday. Keep the loaves and fishes multiplying! We are
serving an average of 20 people. We need your help. If
you would like to donate food items we need peanut butter, jelly, sliced cheese, coffee, tea bags, juice boxes, granola bars, bread, eggs, cups of apple sauce or
pudding, napkins and cold cups. If you don’t mind the
“heat” we can use help in the kitchen from 7:00 am to
8:00 am or 8:00 am to 9:00 am. Even one Thursday a month would be a great help. Contact
June Baransky to sign up. Her phone is 717-709-0274 and email is junebaransky@yahoo.com.
DATES TO REMEMBER
1. Trinity is hosting the United Churches of the Chambersburg Area meeting in the Common
Room on Jan 16th at 7:00 pm. Trinity provides snacks and coffee. Any member of Trinity is
more than welcome to attend the meeting.
2. Planned Giving - 2017 is the founding year for Trinity's Planned giving. We are grateful to
have Steve and Sharon Holoviak and Helen Mahon step forward and become founding
members. To become a founding member of Trinity's Planned Giving simply indicate your
intention to leave a legacy gift to Trinity through your will, life insurance or gift annuity.
Please see the yellow flyers on the table in the cross aisle for more information.
3. If you wish to get additional photos of the picture that was taken for the Parish Photo
Directory, please let Cheryl Stearn know by phone 717-496-7652 or 717-369-4864 or by email,
cstearn@comcast.net. A suggested donation to Trinity Episcopal of $4.00/photo is suggested
for 5X7 photos and $1/photo for pocket-sized photos.
4. Mark your calendars for the Annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on January 28th between
8:00 am - 11:00 am. This is an important fundraiser that supports the community during
IceFest and brings some needed funds to Trinity.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2017
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Morning Prayer

JANUARY 1, 2017

JANUARY 8, 2017

Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Duane Bidlack
Sandy Powers
Bob Pyatt
Cheryl Stearn
Ann Loomis

Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Miguel Torres
Bob Pyatt
Wade Kinnard
Anne Gale
Rick Cooper

Elaine Bushman/Ann Wagner
Elaine Bushman/
Justin Holoviak
JANUARY 15, 2017
Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Cheryl Stearn
Ruth Alpaugh
Paula Frey
Anne Gale
Ann Loomis
Ann Wagner/Ruth Alpaugh
Ann Wagner/Ruth Alpaugh
Justin Holoviak
JANUARY 29, 2017

June Baransky/D. Bidlack
June Baransky/D. Bidlack
Justin Holoviak
JANUARY 22, 2017
Ann Loomis/Anne Gale
Judith Schwenk
Debbie Cornell
June Baransky
Bill Wenerd
Rick Cooper
Carol Wenerd/J. Baransky
Carol Wenerd/J. Baransky
Justin Holoviak

Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector

Ann Loomis/Janet Berry
Ann Loomis/Janet Berry
Deacon Pete/Anne Gale
Paula Frey

Acolyte
Intercessor

Wade Kinnard
Cheryl Stearn

Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

Ruth Alpaugh/E. Bushman
Ruth Alpaugh/E. Bushman
Justin Holoviak

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format!
Email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net
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January 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayer
9:30 am

2
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

3

5FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

6

7

13

14
Quilt Guild
8:30 am

20

21

27

28
Annual
Pancake
B’fest
8:00-11:00am

4
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(P. Hall) - Noon

ESL Classes-9:30 am
Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

8
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

9
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

10

11
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(P. Hall) - Noon

12FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am
ESL Classes-9:30 am
Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

15
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

16
Bell Choir (P. Hall)
5:00 pm

17

Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

18
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(P. Hall) - Noon

19FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am
ESL Classes-9:30 am
Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

UCCA Meeting at
Trinity — 7:00 pm
22
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

23
Bell Choir (P. Hall)
5:00 pm

Annual Parish Mtg.
following worship

Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

29
Morning Prayer
9:30 am

30
Bell Choir (P. Hall)
5:00 pm

24

25
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(P. Hall) - Noon

26FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am
ESL Classes-9:30 am
Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

31

Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm
Please plan to join us on January 22nd immediately following Sunday morning worship for our ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING. We will offer highlights from Trinity’s past year of mission and ministry, present the proposed budget
for 2017, and elect new vestry members and lay delegates to diocesan convention. This is not a lengthy meeting, but it
is a very important meeting and everyone’s participation is encouraged and would be greatly appreciated. In case of
inclement weather, the alternate date for the meeting is Sunday, January 29th.
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS
LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links below)
To visit Trinity’s website, http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/
To pray Morning Prayer, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for January in advance:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html
Read Bishop Scanlan’s weekly Friday blog
http://compasspointsmappingtheway.blogspot.com/
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website:
http://www.diocesecpa.org/

ServSafe Manager Certification Course
On Monday, February 6, 2017 in the Comfort Inn Chambersburg
1Day Class—8:00am to 4:30 pm
Register at www.foodsafetypa.com or Toll Free at 1-866-826-2682

NOTE: Please
contact the office if
you are interested.

Join us on 3 Wednesdays in January at 1:00pm in the parish hall, beginning 1/11 for
“Bag and a Book”. Bring a bag lunch and engage in discussion on the book “America’s
Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America” by the Rev. Jim
Wallis, executive director of Sojourners. Please sign the order sheet in the back of the
church if you would like a copy of the book ordered for you. Carenda will lead the group
discussions.

