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EASTER - BRINGING LIFE INTO FOCUS
We continue the Lenten journey with our Lord as we face the cross and
the power of the empty tomb. If we are willing to take this journey
seriously, our renewed faith can bring life into better focus. It can help us
focus upon hope rather than despair; life rather than the fear of death;
God rather than preoccupation with our own self interests. So where is
your focus now?
Karl Wallenda was a German American high wire artist and founder of
The Flying Wallendas, a daredevil circus act which performed dangerous
stunts, often without a safety net. He thrilled crowds with his daring
stunts on the high wire before that fateful day in 1978 when his show
ended. Wallenda plunged 75 feet to his death before an audience of
thousands in San Juan, Puerto Rico. What happened? His widow
explained that Karl had never been one to know fear. He had been able to
focus upon what could be rather than worry. But his focus began to
change. Little details of safety preoccupied his mind. This was a
different Karl. For the first time, instead of putting his energies into
walking the wire, he concentrated on not falling. From then on Wallenda
became an accident just waiting to happen.
In Wallenda’s life and in ours, FOCUS makes all the difference. That’s
why the truth of Easter is so important for us. Easter doesn’t deny the
realities of life – its pain, suffering, and sorrow. It faces them and reminds
us that they are not the last word. God has the last word and that word is
one of grace, hope, joy, healing, salvation, and eternal life! Easter
challenges us to focus upon God’s promises in the midst of whatever we
are experiencing at the moment.
As you approach Easter this year, where is your focus?
For those who struggle in their relationships with others, offer your pain,
anger, and hurt to God and then focus upon the healing love of Christ for
you and for your relationships.
For those who are still bound by guilt and regrets about the past, offer
them to God and focus upon the freeing power of God’s forgiveness and
grace.
For those who continue to struggle with the patterns of this world and the
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enticements to accumulate things and indulge ourselves first, offer these behavior patterns to God
and focus upon God’s will for life and the incredible freedom that comes when we are no longer enslaved to these patterns.
For those who still feel the depth of grief because of the loss of a loved one, offer your loneliness and
hurt to God and focus upon God’s comforting presence and the hope and strength which God
offers to face the future with joy and love.
For those who suffer from physical illness or decline, offer your illness and decline to God and focus
upon the healing power of God at work in your life as God seeks to bring healing and/or strength to
face your situation. God’s grace is sufficient.
For those who feel the hurt of our brothers and sisters who suffer from injustice through hunger,
homelessness, addiction, poverty, prejudice, discrimination and indifference, offer your concerns to
God and focus upon the power and courage God will provide so that we can work to eradicate these
injustices and make a difference in our world. Nothing is impossible for God, because God’s
business is raising the dead to life!
Focus makes all the difference! Disciples of Christ cannot see the cross without also seeing the
empty tomb. Where is your focus as we walk this road with Jesus?
May you experience a holy and richly blessed Lenten season, culminating in the light, joy, and new
life of Easter. May our focus ever be upon living as Easter resurrection people.
Walking the way of faith together – Carenda+
DEACON’S PONDERINGS

Finding One’s Cross
Greetings Everyone.
It was the Lenten season of 2007, ten growth-filled years ago, that I was involved in a theatrical
version of the Stations of the Cross. Some fill-ins were needed to make up enough of a cast to
portray everyone involved in the entire play. Still a lay person, I was asked to participate and gladly
accepted. We were relatively new in the parish and it was exciting to be included.
My part was simple. I was playing the role of Simon of Cyrene, the visitor from out of town who was
merely in the area yet was summoned to help Jesus carry the cross. This was no small scene by any
means. The cross being used in the stations was made of support beams taken from an old barn.
The wood was quite thick and quite heavy, the cross stood at well over seven feet tall and at least 50
or 60 pounds. It took some effort to lift and move it.
All during the rehearsals “Jesus” would turn to my right side and lay the cross on my right shoulder.
This was how we practiced it week after week. Except for the final rehearsal. That was when “Jesus”
decided to turn the other direction and – thinking I was ready – let the cross fall toward my unsuspecting body! As the wood crushed up against my arm, and my hands tried to grasp it to keep from
falling on anyone, I felt something tear in my shoulder and a sharp pain shot down my arm. At this
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point the cross was being slowly allowed to drop to the ground.
We joked about it some, then I let them know which side was which for the performance. Everything
went well and things were okay until the day after the performance when I went back to work. I drove
eighteen-wheelers at the time. As I went to turn the big truck’s steering wheel a sharp pain went down
my arm from my shoulder to the elbow. It was so painful I had to let go of the steering wheel. I
stretched out the arm and tried again. Same thing happened. A sharp pain shot down my arm again.
And again. I had to park the truck and walk in to tell the dispatcher I was having to call off because
of this injury. Little did we know at the time that the injury was a partially torn bicep tendon, would
take six months to heal, and force me to change career paths.
This cross, this big wooden cross, this big wooden cross that belonged to Jesus and he had now asked
me to carry for him suddenly forced me to make a decision. This cross of Jesus got in between me and
my plans and made me get out of the situation that was keeping me from discerning a call to
ordination and the diaconate. Since that time the Stations of the Cross Service has been very meaningful and I make every effort to attend them or actively participate in them. What else could I do
after a biblical story of Jesus asking us to take up our cross comes to real life for me? But not only my
cross, but Jesus’s as well!
So I ask you, if you find time or have the time on Good Friday, join us in the Stations of the Cross
Service. Or how about signing up to read one of the stations? We won’t be asking you to lift any
cross, or pass one around (unless you are the crucifer in which case you will be blessed accordingly).
We won’t guarantee you’ll have any such extreme transformative moment as I had ten years ago. But
don’t count the Holy Spirit out in possibly making some deep impressions on your heart, mind, or
soul. We never know what She has in store for us during times such as these. I hope you are having a
very Blessed Lent!
Pax et Bonum,
Deacon Pete

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday:
Aaron Snyder (04/02)
Arelis Torres-Snider (04/02)
Rev. Daphne Messersmith (04/04)
Pamela Littleford (04/06)
Marion Wible (04/06)
Rick Cooper (04/09)

Pat Sollenberger (04/18)
Pat Lane (04/18)
Matt Angle (04/22)
Sofia Torres-Snider (04/25)
Thomas Gabler (04/26)
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English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are still ongoing at Trinity Episcopal.
An intermediate class is held Thursdays at 9:30 am in the Commons room. For
more information on the classes or if you would like information on becoming an
ESL or literacy tutor call Barbara Williams at 717-504-4459 ext., 1.

TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM
We have gathered an energetic core group to help us attentively and regularly care for Trinity members
by providing phone calls, visits, meals, delivering altar flowers, transportation, and lay Eucharistic
visits. Please contact Ann Wagner (c. 491-2137/w. 264-7693) or Carenda if you have interest in assisting with any of these forms of ministry.
“The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: every part
dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts we see and the parts we
don’t. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, every
other part enters into the exuberance.” (1 Corinthians 12:25-26, in The Message)
The Chambersburg Area Toastmasters Club will be meeting in our Parish Hall on
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. Guests are welcome. If you are interested in improving
your leadership ability, speaking skills or you are a life long learner, you might find
Toastmasters a valuable group.
The Thursday morning Breakfast continues to be very well received and appreciated, with an average of 20 guests served each
week. Gifts of hands-on help as well as donations of food
and/or money are always most welcomed! If you would like to
donate food items we need peanut butter, jelly, sliced cheese,
coffee, tea bags, juice boxes, granola bars, bread, eggs, cups of
apple sauce or pudding, napkins and cold cups. If you don’t
mind the “heat” we can use help in the kitchen from 7:00-8:00 or 8:00-9:00a.m. Even one Thursday a month would be a great help. Contact June Baransky for further details at 717-709-0274 or
junebaransky@yahoo.com.
The choir will be rehearsing and singing on Sunday, April 2nd and Easter Sunday,
April 16th. Rehearsal both Sundays is at 8:45am prior to the worship service. We
look forward to their musical offerings.
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PARISH LIFE NEWS
WORSHIPING THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. . .
Come celebrate with us on Sunday, April 2nd during morning
worship the completion of the painting and improved lighting of
the interior of the church. Worship will include recognition and
dedication of the beautifully refurbished worship space, graciously
given by the Tom and Ben Gabler families with work done by painter
Mark Welsh. Join us in the parish hall following the service for a
time of sharing food, fellowship, thanksgiving and joy. God is good!

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? EVERYTHING!
Trinity is blessed to be gradually enriching our worship experience
through expanded forms of music ministry. This has everything
to do with God’s love for us and our grateful response of praise
and adoration! We are pleased to have Peggy Lacey Craig serving
as organ accompanist and choir director, present with us the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of the month. Local high school junior Elinor
Borrell is providing piano accompaniment the 2nd Sunday of the month. An active adult choir is
being formed, and we welcome any and all singers to join us. Rehearsal and performance dates/times
will be noted in the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter. And of course The Trinity Tollers
handbell choir is always delighted to find folks willing to learn to ring with them. There are such
wonderful gifts among us and it enlivens our souls to offer these gifts to God. If you would like to
offer instrumental or vocal music on Morning Prayer Sundays, please speak to any of the following:
Carenda, Pete, Cheryl Stearn, Ray Dalby, Sandy Powers, or Carol Cooper. And please share with us
how you are experiencing our worship together.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED SOME NEW FACES? . . .
If you haven’t already done so, please introduce yourself to the Sipes family: Garrett,
Stephanie, Joanna, and Melanie. And be sure to say hello when you see him to Linus
David Alleman along with mama and papa Mary and Corey! And do welcome these
wonderful musicians who are regularly with us: Peggy Lacey Craig, Dick Craig, Elinor
Borrell, and Melinda Borrell.
WELCOME BABY
ALLEMAN
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS
LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links below)
To visit Trinity’s website, http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/
To pray Morning Prayer, http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for April in advance:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster3_RCL.html
Read Bishop Scanlan’s weekly Friday blog
http://compasspointsmappingtheway.blogspot.com/
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website:
http://www.diocesecpa.org/
Meditations, articles, and video clips to enrich your Lenten journey
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/living-lent-daily
Seeing Lent through the lens of grace
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/articles/looking-at-lent-through-the-lens-of-grace
Arts & Faith - a weekly visual prayer experience inspired by the Sunday Scriptures
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent

WELCOME BABY
ALLEMAN
Newsletter
articles and items for the May Issue are due before April 25th to the church email address
(admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office. Thank you for the good news!
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2017
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Morning Prayer

APRIL 2, 2017

APRIL 9, 2017

A. Loomis, A. Gale, C. Cooper
Miguel Torres
Sandy Powers
Sandy Snyder
Anne Gale
Ann Loomis
June Baransky/Carol Cooper
June Baransky/Carol Cooper
Bob Graham
APRIL 16, 2017

Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Duane Bidlack
Justin Holoviak
Wade Kinnard
Anne Gale
Cheryl Stearn
Ruth Alpaugh/June Baransky
Ruth Alpaugh/June Baransky
Bob Graham
APRIL 23, 2017

Altar Guild
Paula Frey
Stephen Holoviak
Bob Pyatt

Ann Loomis & Janet Berry
Judith Schwenk
June Baransky
Debbie Cornell

Bill Wenerd

Cheryl Stearn

Rick Cooper
Carol Wenerd/Ruth Alpaugh
Carol Wenerd/Ruth Alpaugh
Bob Graham
APRIL 30, 2017

Rick Cooper
Duane Bidlack/Sandy Snyder
Duane Bidlack/Sandy Snyder
Bob Graham

Altar Guild
Co-officiants
1st Reading
2nd Reading

Bob & Cathi Pyatt
The Rev. Pete Gdula/Miguel Torres
Anne Gale
Anne Gale

3rd Reading

The Rev. Pete Gdula

Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

Ann Loomis
Carol Cooper/Cheryl Stearn
Carol Cooper/Cheryl Stearn
Bob Graham

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format!
Email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net

NOTE: The Altar Guild will be
preparing the church for Easter
after the Good Friday noon service.
All are invited and encouraged to
help.
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April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayer
9:30 am
(Fellowship in
Parish Hall)

Bell Choir (P. Hall) Comm.
5:00 pm
Uniting!
7:00Toastmasters Club
9:00 pm
(P. Hall)
(P.Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

5

12

16 EASTER SUNDAY 17

19

13 MAUNDY THURS. 14 GOOD FRI.

Healing Ser. The Solemn Liturgy
w/Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper
(Church)
7:00 pm
12:00 Noon
FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

21

22

27FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

28

29

Healing Ser.
w/Eucharist ESL Classes-9:30 am
(Church)
12:00 Noon Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

23
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

24

26

Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm
30
Morning Prayer
9:30 am

15 EASTER
VIGIL

20 FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

Bell Choir (P. Hall) Vestry
5:00 pm
mtg.
5:30 pm
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

Bell Choir (P. Hall)
5:00 pm

8

Solemn Collects,
Holy Comm. and 6:30-8:00
pm
Stations of the
St. Andrews
Cross—12:00
noon
9:00-10:30
pm
ESL Classes-9:30 am
St. Luke’s
Lutheran
Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

Festive Eucharist
with Choir
9:30 am

25

7

Healing Ser.
Quilt Guild
w/Eucharist ESL Classes-9:30 am (P. Hall)
(Church)
9:00 am-3:00 pm
12:00 Noon Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm

9 SUNDAY OF THE 10
11
PASSION
Bell Choir (P. Hall)
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist—
9:30 am
Toastmasters Club
Music by Trinity
(P. Hall)
Tollers
7:00-9:00 pm

18

6 FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

Healing Ser.
w/Eucharist ESL Classes-9:30 am
(Church)
12:00 Noon Girl Scouts (P. Hall)
4:30-6:00 pm
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Final LARC Lenten Service
April 5th at 7:00 pm at Second Lutheran Church
240 E. Washington Street
Living Out Faith-Vocation with The Very Rev. Luis Rodriguez

Trinity Legacy Society
One of the most important ways that you may express your
personal commitment to the mission and work of the Trinity
Episcopal Church is by making a gift through your will or trust
that will provide future generations God’s mission and ministry
here in Chambersburg.
Please consider becoming a member of the Trinity Legacy Society. Yellow flyers explaining your
options for providing a legacy gift are found in the cross aisle. Please become a founding member of
the Trinity Episcopal Church Legacy Society.
On April 9, The Trinity Tollers will present music by Bach,
Grieg, and a much more contemporary piece by Graham
Kendrick featuring the versatile Eleanor Borrell as vocal
soloist. We look forward to sharing this and other traditional
music with you on Palm Sunday this year
Sandy Powers

COMMUNITY NEWS
Parts II and III of Messiah were last
performed by the Chorus in 1998.
The 2017 production includes 130 singers
and 30 orchestra members directed by
Richard Rotz.
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
APRIL 9 – THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist - Liturgy of the Palms and Liturgy of the Word.
Special handbell music by the Trinity Tollers
APRIL13 – MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:00 p.m. The Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper
Liturgy of the Word, Foot washing (Maundy), Holy Eucharist.
Procession to the Altar of Repose, Stripping of the Altar,
Vigil of the Reserved Sacrament
APRIL14 – GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 noon - Solemn Collects, Holy Communion from the Reserved
Sacrament, Stations of the Cross
*12:00 noon – 3:00p.m. The Seven Last Words from the Cross Central Presbyterian Church
APRIL 15– HOLY SATURDAY
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER WITH
THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER
6:30pm—8:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Shippensburg
AND
9:00pm-10:30pm at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Chambersburg
APRIL 16 – THE SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION
EASTER DAY
9:30 a.m. Festive Eucharist with choir

My deepest thanks to everyone who gave me "Well Wishes" before my Surgery, and then all the
cards, phone calls, flowers, food, and visitors I had after my surgery. It was just overwhelming
and gave me so much joy, comfort, and blessings!!! It made everything go so much easier! My
deepest thanks to "My Family" at Trinity Episcopal Church!!!
With Love and Blessings, Sandy Snyder
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Community Uniting! presents:

Hospitality for the Stranger
The Rev. Dr. Duncan
Johnston, Facilitator

What is the biblical mandate for hospitality?
How do we implement God’s plan for hospitality?

Tuesday, April 4, 2017
From 7 – 9 PM

Trinity Episcopal Church
Parish Hall
(behind the church building)

58 South Second Street
Ordained in the Church of
England in 1993, he came to
the United States twelve years
ago as a stranger in our

Community Uniting! is a recently formed local group seeking to
build relationships, understanding, and support across various
religious, ethnic, and cultural traditions.

Join The Reverend Carenda Baker
on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
November 7 – 15, 2015
Trip includes:
Round Trip Flights – Newark to Tel Aviv,
Tel Aviv to Newark
Accommodations in Tel Aviv,
Galilee and Jerusalem
Meals: 7 breakfasts and 8 dinners
Services of English-speaking tour
escort/manager from arrival to return
Price: $2719 per person double occ.
($2583.05 if paid by cash or check)
For more information contact Cheryl Stearn at 717-496-7652 or 369-4864
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Mission Statement
We are a community of faith where each person’s spiritual
journey is unique and personal. Our goal is to promote a
thoughtful dialogue about what God is calling us to do and be.
Leadership
Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan
Rector The Rev. Carenda Baker
Deacon The Rev. Pete Gdula
Parish Secretary Peggy Phister
Vestry
Ann Wagner – Senior Warden
Merle Dentler – Junior Warden
Stephen Holoviak - Treasurer
Ruth Alpaugh – Clerk
Duane Bidlack
Elaine Bushman
Jack Dortch
Bob Graham
Barb Renaud
Trinity Episcopal Church
58 South Second Street
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201
717-264-6351
Rector’s email: rector.trinitychambersburg@gmail.com
Office email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net
Website: www.trinitychambersburg.org

