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GRATITUDE – KEY ON THE JOURNEY TO GENEROSITY
I’ve been working for a long time on strengthening my gratitude muscles. Actually, the
Holy Spirit is my “personal trainer” and I am certain this workout will need to continue
for the rest of my life! Naming and living out my gratitude is the best way I know to
relax the tendency to clutch too tightly the good things in life that come for fear there
won’t be more, there won’t be enough. God’s love and hope and strength flow so much
more easily through hands open to both receive and give. Read and reflect on “A Prayer
of Gratitude” from one of my favorite spiritual writers, Joyce Rupp’s book, May I Have
this Dance? I invite you to look at each paragraph and craft your own gratitude list for
each section of the prayer.
“We are grateful for eyes that can see and ponder, for taste buds that know the sensuous pleasures of eating and drinking, for hands that hold and touch and feel, for ears
that can delight in music and the voice of a friend, for a nose that can smell the aroma
of newly mown grass or delicious food, and can also breathe the air that gives us life.

We are grateful for the treasure of loved ones whose hearts of openness and acceptance
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hope in our darkest days, encouraging us to listen to our spirit’s hunger, and reminding
us to trust in the blessings of God’s presence in our most empty days.
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have encouraged us to be who we are. We are grateful for their faithfulness, for
standing by us when our weaknesses stood out glaringly, for being there when we were
most in need and for delighting with us in our good days and our joyful seasons.

We are grateful for the eyes of faith, for believing in the presence of God, giving us

in, for the great adventure of life that challenges and comforts us at one and the same
time.

We are grateful for the messengers of God – people, events, written or spoken words –
that came to us at just the right time and helped us to grow.

We are grateful for God calling us to work with our gifts, grateful that we can be of
service and use our talents in a responsible and just way.

We are grateful that we have the basic necessities of life, that we have the means and
the ability to hear the cries of the poor and to respond with our abundance.

We are grateful for the miracle of life, for the green of our earth, for the amazing grace
of our history; we are grateful that we still have time to decide the fate of the world by
our choices and our actions, grateful that we have it within our power to bring a
divided world to peace.
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Faithful God, you have lavished us with love. Keep us ever mindful that you keep your promises. On our difficult
days help us to remember that you are a refuge for those who need shelter, a comfort for those who feel empty and
poor in spirit. On our joyful days fill us with a deep sense of thanksgiving as we experience your everlasting love.
Help us to share your graciousness with all those who need a touch of generous love. AMEN.”
Grateful to be entering the third year on this faith journey together - Carenda+

DEACON’S PONDERINGS
Greetings everyone,
In the last homily I gave a few weeks ago, I made some references to erroneous citations credited to being in the
Bible. It had to do with how sometimes people don’t really know where common sayings originated. It’s a popular
thing to see a meme on social media, giving credit to Jesus for a phrase made common by Ben Franklin. The lack of
biblical knowledge by mainstream Christians can be frighteningly sobering. Yet we’d rather go on being misinformed than take the time to get into a deeper relationship with what the authors of the world’s most purchased and
read book wrote and meant.
You see, in training meetings everywhere I’ve attended, committee meetings, coffee hour conversations, and even in
quiet conversation a lot is missing from the average person’s knowledge of the Bible. If we were young adults, we
could probably place the blame on the quality (or lack of it) of the education we received in Sunday and Vacation
Bible School. But most of us are not young adults. The average age of an Episcopalian these days is 61 years old. So
you would think that during the forty or so years since graduating from high school we’d have taken a more serious
interest in the Bible and what Jesus truly did get credit for saying.
Yes, there are a few more things of importance than the order in which candles I lit (or snuffed out) in error when
jumping in to help out at the last minute. If you’re expecting more of an examination as to why we’ve become this
way, don’t. Or if you’re up for a discussion on that, catch me after the service at coffee hour. I’ll be happy to accommodate you. What I’d like to do is find a way to keep this lapse in education from continuing. What I’m looking
for are suggestions as how we can gather together as a group of adults and start an adult forum on the Bible. I’m not
seeking to start a program on advanced spirituality for mystics. I’m interested in starting a discussion about what the
Bible means to each of us, what do we know, what don’t we know, and does it really mean what we think it means.
Yes, you’re correct! I’m looking to see who is interested in some form of a Bible Study Program for adults. We could
be finding the real meanings of topics such as “what is a tithe and who do I give it to?” Or maybe “what does Jesus
really say about stewardship, leadership, or how to worship?” The topics concerning our study would be endless and
there is much that I know I myself could learn from all of you. Now you won’t be finding a sign-up sheet right now,
or a number to call (it won’t be BR549). Just send me an email, give me a call, or tackle me as I amble down the sidewalk between the church and my car. Get my attention and say “Hey, Deacon Pete, I’d be interested in doing some
good old Bible studying!” And we’ll go from there.
On another note, I wish you much peace as we begin this season of searching for what our pledges will be in the
coming year. While you’re praying over what you’ll give, also consider that stewardship isn’t just about money (but
that’s a huge part); it’s also about our time and talents. Those are things that we can pledge as well. Finally, let me
get in a word or two about another kind of stewardship; a stewardship of creation. I find it no coincidence we begin
the season of stewardship campaigns with the celebration of the Feast of St. Francis. To me, there is no greater
model on how to care for creation outside of the Bible than St. Francis. He’s more than just a statue with a bird
bath. I’ll be happy to talk to you about him as well. Just say the word. And I’ll close here with the words you hear
from me often in closing.
Peace and All Good,
Deacon Pete
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TREASURER’S NOTES
by
Stephen Holoviak

Greetings to the family of Trinity Church. My notes cover two items, the kitchen grant work, and
budget thoughts for 2018.
My first comment today is an update on the grant funded remodeling of the Parish Hall Kitchen. As
reported about 9 months ago we were awarded a $15,000 grant to upgrade to code and remodel the
kitchen. This included a new hand washing sink (code requirement), and a new faucet for the current
sink (thanks Merle); new counter tops (the old ones were at least 60 years old); new island -the old one
was falling apart; new flooring as the old one–again 60 years old was worn and tiles were missing in
spots making for possible accident areas (code issue). The walls and ceiling were repainted (donation
of parishioners-Justin and Sharon) and the range hood was cleaned; and yet to be worked on is the fire
suppression for the hood (code requirement.) There are electrical upgrades completed to the kitchen
and specifically the island with all these on separate electrical circuits. Sharon and any eager volunteer
will re-paint the cabinetry to match the new floor and counter tops. The flooring was extended into
the hallway and both toilets as that flooring area was severely worn. New toilet in ladies toilet (-thanks
Merle).
Merle, Eric and Scott worked hard on this project and my thanks go out to them. It appears we will
come in close to the grant dollar limits with a beautiful facility.
It is very moving for me to see this upgrade/remodel. I remember the Men’s Club of Trinity who
actually built the additions to the Hall. The cinder block addition was a wrap-around which included
the bathrooms, kitchen, and both storage rooms. The sons like me were “goffers” who fetched what
the adult men needed as they built then finished the kitchen interior. It has held up well these 60+
years, they would be proud to see this fine work-I know, I am very excited and proud.
The rough draft budget for 2018 was worked on with the help of Ann Wagner and Carenda. It is a
realistic one that does have to account for the increase in costs that all of us face each year. These costs
vary from salaries to utilities to cost of repairs and maintenance on the campus buildings. It includes a
grant from the Diocese (yes I will be begging our excellent grant writers of past years to step in again
for us). And it includes a modest projection of pledge/donations from the parish community. By
modest I mean only in the four percent range.
Certainly the final budget will be next worked on and reviewed by Vestry in November as is the usual
procedure and the parish will see it in the annual report and annual meeting in January. But it is nice
to give a heads up as we move along to the annual pledge campaign. We are looking to close out
another year in the black for 2017 and if all goes as planned the same will be projected for 2018.
I am grateful as your Treasurer for all the wonderful support which Justin and I receive all year.
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October is the month we intentionally focus at Trinity on Stewardship, the
one time during the year when we are asked to pledge our financial support
for the church for the coming year. This year’s theme is “Journey to
Generosity,” and each week we will consider how we come to be
individuals who are willing to be kind, generous, and charitable. We don’t
come into this world with those character traits. As infants and very young
children we are “takers,” but we learn to be generous and kind to others
with the help of our parents, the church, and our interactions with those
who are generous and kind to us and others.

This year the Vestry has given us quite a challenge. To balance the budget
without using reserve funds, the Vestry will need $95,000 in pledges for 2018. That is more than last
year, but not that much more. We accomplished our goal last year, and the committee is confident
that we will be successful again this year. The Vestry members take their job very seriously and work
hard to produce a budget that meets the needs of the church without any unnecessary expenditures.
Let us do all we can to support our Vestry and our church.
You will receive your pledge card in the mail, and there will be extra pledge cards on the table in the
crossover aisle. Please consider what you can give to help meet the goal set by the Vestry, and either
mail your pledge card to the office or place it in the offering plate. The campaign will run throughout
the month of October and culminate with the Ingathering Service on Sunday, November 5, All Saints
Sunday. You will hear personal reflections from our members during worship in October. Be sure to
check out the video clips on the Trinity Church website where some of our members share why they
give.
Thank you for your support,
The Stewardship Committee

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14TH
4:00 to 7:00 PM
Spaghetti with meatballs, salad, garlic bread, and dessert
$10.00 per person. Children under 10 years old FREE.
For tickets contact Ann Wagner at (717) 360-9013 or (717) 264-7693 OR the Parish Office at (717)
264-6351. Donations and help to serve and clean up will be most appreciated.
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Changes

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION
Dorothy & John Magee
250 Lantern Lane
Chambersburg, PA 17201
Phone: (717) 552-2173
Email: doromag4260@gmail.com
Email: johnmagee250@comcast.net

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday:
William Briggs (10/03)
Corey Alleman (10/06)
Wade Kinnard (10/07)
Janet Berry (10/08)
Joe Zoeller (10/08)
Clinton Davenport (10/09)

Juliana Holoviak (10/11)
Ben Stine (10/11)
Bob Sites (10/28)
Matilda Stine (10/29)
Florence Betts (10/30)

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Wedding Anniversary:
Paula & John Frey (9/2)
Debbie & John Cornell (9/28)
Lori & Fred Leister (10/6)
Ann & Jack Dortch (10/15)
Florence & Clarence Kessling (10/18)
William & Nancy Schaefer (10/27)
FUNDRAISING & PARISH LIFE

THE NUTS ARE COMING! We will be ordering the same selections. If you have any special
requests as far as quantity please contact Ann Wagner at (717)360-9013 or work (717)264-7693.
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped prepare and serve dinners for the forum series “Living
Faithfully: The Journey toward Larger Life.”
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

WHAT:

CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS IN ALL CREATION

WHEN:
WHERE:

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1st @ 1:00PM
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH FRONT LAWN

WHO:

58 SOUTH SECOND STREET, CHAMBERSBURG
ALL LEASHED OR CAGED ANIMALS ARE WELCOME ALONG WITH THEIR
OWNERS AND FRIENDS!

*PLEASE BRING A PICTURE OF YOUR LIVING AND/OR DECEASED PET IF UNABLE TO
BRING A LIVE PET

CHAMBERSBURG CROP HUNGER WALK
WHEN: October 15, 2017
TIME: Walk begins at 1:30—3:00 pm
Registration begins at12:30
WHERE: Trinity Episcopal Church Parish Hall
Sponsorship forms are available on the table in the cross aisle in the back of the
church. Please consider walking to help end hunger.
CELEBRATING FAITHFUL SERVICE
A retirement luncheon for Chaplain Paul Yeun will be held on Saturday, October 14 from 12:00pm
until approximately 3:00pm at the St. Paul United Methodist Church on Norland Avenue in
Chambersburg. Those wishing to attend will be responsible for the cost of the meal. More details
will be forthcoming. Come celebrate The Rev. Yeun’s service to the Chambersburg community.
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS
LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links
below)
To visit Trinity’s website http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/
To pray Morning Prayer http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for October in advance:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp22_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp24_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp25_RCL.html
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website:
http://www.diocesecpa.org/
For updates on the efforts of Episcopal Relief and Development and to donate to relief efforts:
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-and-resources/press-releases/2017-press-releases/hurricanes-2017-5
News story from Episcopal News Service about relief efforts in Puerto Rico:
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/09/27/episcopalians-dont-forget-puerto-rico-in-theirhurricane-recovery-and-relief-efforts/
In celebration of the Feast Day of St. Francis, October 4th:
https://godspace-msa.com/2015/09/29/st-francis-day-blessing-of-the-animals-2015/
A word to the Church from the Episcopal Church's House of Bishops after their recent gathering in
Alaska:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/word-church-episcopal-churchs-house-bishops
Calling all compassionate hearts, especially the young ones! Participate in the "Hurricane of Love" letter
project:
http://www.growchristians.org/2017/09/27/a-hurricane-of-love-is-happening/#more-4653
Help for parents - How to pray for your children:
https://www.buildfaith.org/pray-for-children/
Finding time to pray whenever you can, wherever you are:
https://www.pray-as-you-go.org/home/
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 2017
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor
Altar Guild
Chalice
Lector
Lector
Acolyte
Intercessor
Greeters
Ushers
Vestry Depositor

OCTOBER 1, 2017
Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Paula Frey
Paula Frey
Duane Bidlack

OCTOBER 8, 2017
Bob & Cathi Pyatt
Judith Schwenk
Bob Pyatt
Wade Kinnard

Cheryl Stearn
Rick Cooper
Carol Wenerd & Carol Cooper
Carol Wenerd & Carol Cooper
Duane Bidlack

Anne Gale
Cheryl Stearn
Ann Wagner & June Baransky
Ann Wagner & June Baransky
Duane Bidlack

OCTOBER 15, 2017

OCTOBER 22, 2017
(Morning Prayer)

Ann Loomis & Anne Gale

Ann Loomis & Anne Gale

Justin Holoviak
Stephen Holoviak

Officiant - Rev. Pete Gdula
Co-officiant - Justin Holoviak

Bob Pyatt
Judith Schwenk
Rick Cooper

1st Lesson - June Baransky
2nd Lesson—Anne Gale
Ann Loomis

Ann Wagner & Duane Bidlack
Ann Wagner & Duane Bidlack

Elaine Bushman & Ruth Alpaugh
Elaine Bushman & Ruth Alpaugh

Duane Bidlack
OCTOBER 29, 2017

Duane Bidlack

Janet Berry & Carol Cooper
Miguel Torres
Sandy Powers
Debbie Cornell
Bill Wenerd
Anne Gale
Sandy Snyder & Carol Wenerd
Sandy Snyder & Carol Wenerd
Duane Bidlack

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format!
Email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net
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October 2017
Mon
1
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

Tue

2
3
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

Blessing of the
Animals
1:00 pm
Front lawn

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(Church)
12:00 Noon

5
FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

6

7
Baby
Shower
(P. Hall)

13

14
Spaghetti
Dinner
4:00-7:00pm

20

21

27

28

ESL Class—9:30 am
Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00 pm

8
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am
Guest Preacher
Rev. Canon Dan
Morrow
Vestry meeting
after service

9
10
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

15
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

16
Toastmasters
Open House
(P. Hall)
7:00-8:30 pm

CROP Walk
1:30-3:00 pm

Wed

11
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(Church)
12:00 Noon

12
FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am
ESL Class—9:30 am
Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00 pm

17

22
23
24
Morning Prayer Toastmasters Club
9:30 am
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

18
Noon Day
Healing Prayer
Service
(Church)
12:00 Noon
(no Eucharist)

19
FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

25
Healing Service
w/Eucharist
(Church)
12:00 Noon

26
FREE B’fast
8:00-9:00 am

ESL Class—9:30 am
Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00 pm

ESL Class—9:30 am
Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00 pm

29
Holy Eucharist
9:30 am

30
31
Toastmasters Club
(P. Hall)
7:00-9:00 pm

Newsletter articles and items for the November Issue are due before October24th to the church email address
(admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office. Thank you for the good news!
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MUSIC
NOTES
MUSIC NOTES
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I grew up listening to my Mom & my Grandmother playing hymns on the piano. My family would often gather around
the piano to sing hymns, with my Mom playing until I was advanced enough in my piano studies to be able to play them.
My Grandmother lost two of her four children, and I know that she would often console herself by playing hymns and
singing alto (which isn’t easy to do!) She taught piano lessons until she married my Grandfather, who started out as a piano student (!) I’ve always loved hymns and, through the years, have enjoyed collecting hymnals from antique shops, Ebay
and ordering hymnals online. My Mom once bought me a hymnal from her church when they were being sold to the congregation. But my favorite hymnal of all is The 1982 Episcopal Hymnal. Some of my friends who are also church organists agree that this is the “best of all.” I hasten to add that this congregation is wonderful at singing!
From my childhood years of hearing my Grandmother play from the old Cokesbury (and Baptist) hymnals and my Great
Aunt who lived in the mountains outside of Pittsburgh (whose joy in life was playing the piano at her small Pentecostal
church) I remember hearing an old hymn entitled, “There’s Room at the Cross for You.” I was thinking of that hymn today, and mused about changing the title to “There’s Room in the Choir for You”! I am very thankful for our faithful choir
members, but we always have room for more! If you like to sing, or if you were once in the choir, please consider joining
us.
One of my favorite Scriptures about music is Psalm:96:1: “O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all
the earth.” St. Augustine is famous for saying, “He who sings prays twice.” Those who sing in the choir receive an extra
blessing: Not only the words and melodies of the hymns float through their minds during the week, but also those of the
anthems we are learning. In the words of an anthem I learned when Dick and I sang in the Berkeley Springs Community
Choir, “O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night, Come to us with Thy tender love, my soul’s delight. Unto Thee, O Lord,
in affliction I call, My comfort by day, and my song in the night.”

Hope to see you soon,
Peggy Lacey Craig

THE PARISH CHOIR NEEDS YOU!
We’re a friendly group! Previous choral experience is helpful but not necessary.
If you can’t read music, we have CDs of each individual part. You can even practice at home or in your car! If you’re
interested, please speak to one of the choir members
or contact Peggy at PLCraig3@comcast.net or 304-258-8088.
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Mission Statement
We are a community of faith where each person’s spiritual
journey is unique and personal. Our goal is to promote a
thoughtful dialogue about what God is calling us to do and be.
Leadership
Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan
Rector The Rev. Carenda Baker
Deacon The Rev. Pete Gdula
Parish Secretary Peggy Phister
Vestry
Ann Wagner – Senior Warden
Merle Dentler – Junior Warden
Stephen Holoviak - Treasurer
Ruth Alpaugh – Clerk
Duane Bidlack
Elaine Bushman
Jack Dortch
Bob Graham
Barb Renaud
Trinity Episcopal Church
58 South Second Street
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201
717-264-6351
Rector’s email: rector.trinitychambersburg@gmail.com
Office email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net
Website: www.trinitychambersburg.org

